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p o s itio n . D r .  Donald R aw so n , C h a irm a n  of th e  D e p a r tm e n t of 
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H is to ry , N o r th w e s te rn  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty , g u ided  m y  f i r s t  g rad u a te  
s tu d ie s .  I  e s p e c ia l ly  w ant to  th a n k  th e  fa c u lty  m e m b e rs  in  th e  
Hi s to r y  D e p a r tm e n t o f L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  fo r  th e  p r iv i le g e  
of stu d y in g  u n d e r  th e m . I  w ill  a lw a y s  r e m e m b e r  th o se  se rv in g  on 
m y  g e n e ra l ex a m in a tio n  c o m m itte e , D o c to rs  B u rl N ogg le , W a lte r  C. 
R ic h a rd so n , T. H a r r y  W illia m s , M ark  T . C a r le to n ,  and J . P r e s to n  
M o o re , and  th o se  w ho r e a d  and co m m e n te d  on th is  d i s s e r ta t io n ,  
D o c to rs  B u r l  N ogg le , John  L o o s, R o b e r t  B e c k e r ,  M a rk  C a r le to n , 
and  F re d  Y oungs. S p e c ia l a p p re c ia t io n  g o e s  to  m y  m a jo r  p r o fe s s o r  
an d  d i re c to r  of th is  d i s s e r ta t io n ,  D r . B u r l  N ogg le . He h a s  b e e n  
a n  in s p ir a t io n ,  f r i e n d ,  and  a ll  th a t  an y  good te a c h e r  can  e v e r  b e .
P e r s o n a l  a p p re c ia t io n  i s  due m e m b e rs  of m y  fam ily . I  can  
n e v e r  re p a y  a ll  of th e  k in d n e s s e s  m y  p a re n ts  have show n m e,
M r. an d  M rs .  H. D. C layton . My w if e 's  p a re n ts ,  C hap la in  and 
M rs .  F e l ix  J .  W ill ia m s , n o t only  gave m e  th e i r  d au g h te r  b u t a ls o  
m u ch  e n c o u ra g e m e n t and  f r ie n d s h ip .  My s in c e r e s t  an d  e te rn a l  
g ra t i tu d e  g o es  to  m y  w ife , S h a ro n , w h o se  n am e  d e s e rv e s  to  be on 
th is  w o rk  a s  m u ch  a s  m in e . She tau g h t a n d  th u s  en ab led  us to  have  
so m e  in co m e  d u r in g  m y  g rad u a te  stu d y , a s s i s te d  m e  w ith  m u ch  of 
m y  r e s e a r c h ,  ty p ed  a l l  b u t the  f in a l  copy  of th is  m a n u s c r ip t ,  and  
r e a d  and  c r i t ic iz e d  i t .  She did m u ch  of t h i s  w h ile  ex p ectin g  o u r 
f i r s t  ch ild  w h o se  e n tr y  in to  th is  w o r ld  i s  ex p e c te d  a t  an y  m o m en t, 
i i i
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FO REW O R D
H is to r ia n s  of F r a n k lin  D . R o o s e v e lt 's  A d m in is tra t io n , su ch  
a s  J a m e s  M a cG reg o r B u m s ,  F r a n k F r i e d e l ,  W illia m  E . L e u c h te n b e rg , 
and  A r th u r  M . S c h le s in g e r ,  J r . ,  g e n e ra l ly  ig n o re  th e  a r t i s t i c  
p r o g ra m s  of th e  W o rk  P r o je c t s  A d m in is tr a t io n .  T h e y  e m p h a s iz e  
th e  m o re  p e rm a n e n t  and c o n sp ic u o u s  WPA c o n s tru c tio n  p r o g ra m s  
r a th e r  th a n  the m o re  t r a n s i t o r y ,  in c o n sp ic u o u s , an d  r e la t iv e ly  
in e x p e n s iv e  c u ltu ra l  p r o je c ts .
R e c e n tly , h o w e v e r , A m e ric a n  s c h o la r s  h av e  begun to  d ev o te  
m o re  a tte n tio n  to  the  WPA a r t i s t i c  p r o je c ts .  S e v e ra l  su ch  s tu d ie s  
a r e  w o r th  n o tin g . Jan e  D e H a rt M a th ew s e x a m in e s  th e  F e d e r a l  
T h e a tr e  P r o je c t  an d  i t s  D i r e c to r ,  H a llie  F la n a g a n , in  T he F e d e r a l  
T h e a tr e ,  1935-1939: P la y s ,  R e lie f ,  a n d  P o l i t ic s .  One o f th e  
p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t ,  J e r r e  M ang ione, d i s c u s s e s  
h is  in v o lv e m en t w ith  th e  p r o g ra m , a s  w e ll a s  th e  p r o g ra m  in  g e n e ra l ,  
i n  T he D re a m  and  th e  D eal: T he F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t ,  1935- 
1943. Two in te r e s t in g  d i s s e r ta t io n s  a b o u t th e  s a m e  p ro je c t  a r e  
K a th le e n  O 'C o n n o r M c K in z ie 's  " W r i te r s  on R e lie f: 1935-1942 , " 
and  R o n ald  W a rre n  T a b e r 's  "T h e  F e d e ra l  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  in  th e  
P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t: A C a se  S tu d y ."  T he F e d e ra l  A r t  P r o je c t  i s  th e  
v
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to p ic  of R ic h a rd  D . M c K in z ie 's  now  p u b lish e d  d i s s e r ta t io n ,  "The 
New D e a l fo r  A r t i s t s .  " F r a n c i s  V. O 'C o n n o r h a s  ed ited  a  w o rk  
a ls o  p e r ta in in g  to th e  sam e  p ro g ra m , e n ti t le d  The New D eal A r t  
P r o je c t s :  A n  A ntho logy  of M e m o irs .
A s th e s e  t i t le s  in d ic a te , th e  f e d e r a l  p h a ses  of th e  c u ltu ra l  
p r o je c ts  a r e  th e  m a jo r  i n te r e s t s  of the  a u th o r s .  T h e re  a r e  p e rh a p s  
s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  w hy s c h o la r s  n e g le c t  o p e ra t io n  of th e  c u ltu ra l  
p ro g ra m s  in  th e  s ta t e s .
A v a ila b ili ty  of r e c o r d s  i s  one f a c to r  u n doub ted ly  in flu en c in g  
th e  a u th o r s .  T he c u ltu ra l  p ro je c t  r e c o r d s  a r e  fo r  th e  m o s t  p a r t  
h o u sed  in  th e  N a tio n a l A rc h iv e s  and  in th e  L ib ra r y  of C o n g re s s .
M o st of th e s e  i te m s  p e r ta in  to  th e  f e d e r a l  a d m in is t r a t io n  of the  
p r o g ra m s ,  a r e  o ften  th e  on ly  su rv iv in g  p ro je c t  r e c o r d s ,  and a r e  
m o re  a c c e s s ib le  to  r e s e a r c h e r s  th an  a r e  th e  s ta te  r e c o r d s .
A d m in is tr a t iv e  c o m p lex ity  i s  a ls o  a f a c to r  a ffe c tin g  th e  
in t e r e s t  of a u th o r s .  A ttem p tin g  to  u n d e rs ta n d  f e d e ra l  p ro je c t 
o p e ra t io n s  i s  d iff ic u lt  enough  w ith o u t t ry in g  to  u n d e rs ta n d  p ro je c t  
o p e ra t io n s  in  a l l  of th e  s ta te s ,  o r  even  in  one s ta te .
T he r e la t iv e  g lam o u r and p o w er a s s o c ia te d  w ith  fe d e ra l  
r a th e r  th a n  s ta te  a d m in is t r a to r s  p e rh a p s  a ls o  in flu e n ce s  a u th o rs .
The a c tio n s  of P r e s id e n t  F ra n k lin  D. R o o s e v e lt ,  W ork  P r o je c t s  
A d m in is tr a to r  H a r ry  H opkins, D i r e c to r  of th e  F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s ' 
v i
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P r o je c t  H e n ry  A ls b e rg , and  D ire c to r  of th e  F e d e ra l  T h e a tre  
P r o je c t  H a llie  F la n a g a n  r e c e iv e d  m o re  n a tio n a l e x p o su re  th an , 
fo r  e x am p le , th e  c o rre s p o n d in g  a c tio n s  of L o u is ia n a  G o v ern o r 
R ic h a rd  W. L e c h e , L o u is ia n a  W ork P ro je c ts  A d m in is tra to r  
J .  H. C ru tc h e r ,  D ir e c to r  of th e  L o u is ian a  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  L y le  
Saxon, o r  D ir e c to r  of th e  L o u is ia n a  A r t  P r o je c t  C a ro lin e  D u rieu x . 
M o re  in fo rm a tio n  i s  a v a ila b le  to  s c h o la rs  abou t n a tio n a l f ig u re s  
th a n  s ta te  f ig u re s  and  th e r e  i s  g e n e ra l ly  a  g r e a te r  m a rk e t  fo r  
p u b lic a tio n s  abou t n a tio n a l le a d e r s .
E x am in a tio n  of th e  fe d e ra l  r a th e r  th an  th e  s ta te  a s p e c ts  
of th e  c u ltu ra l  p r o je c ts ,  h o w ev er, d o es  n o t a lw ay s r e s u l t  in  a 
co m p le te  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of the  a r t i s t i c  p ro g ra m s .  The f e d e ra l  
p r o g ra m s  w e re  e s s e n t ia l ly  a d m in is tr a t iv e  in  n a tu re ;  th e  s ta te  
p r o je c ts  w e re  b a s ic a l ly  o p e ra tio n a l in  function . T h e  n a tio n a l s ta f fs  
p ro m u lg a te d  som e of th e  p ro je c t  re g u la tio n s ; th e  s ta te  s ta f fs  ig n o re d  
so m e  of th e s e  r u le s ,  and  m a d e  o th e r s  of th e i r  own. M ost of th e  
n a tio n a l  p e rs o n n e l  w e re  t ra in e d  a r t i s t s ;  m an y  of th e  s ta te  e m p lo y ees  
w e re  w h i te - c o lla r  w o r k e r s .  The fe d e ra l  le a d e r s  w e re  in te r e s te d  
in  h av ing  th e ir  p ro je c ts  ap p ro v ed  by a r t  c r i t ic s ;  th e  L o u is ia n a  
p r o je c t  d i r e c to r s  w e re  co n c e rn e d  w ith  hav ing  th e i r  p ro g ra m s  
ac c e p te d  by th e  g e n e ra l  p u b lic . The n a tio n a l p ro je c t  o f f ic e rs  
se em e d  to  b e  i n te r e s te d  in  a r t  fo r  th e  sak e  of a r t ;  th e  L o u is ian a  
v ii
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W r i t e r s 1 P r o je c t  D ir e c to r  w as i n te r e s t e d  in  a r t  f o r  th e  sa k e  of 
em p lo y in g  n e e d y  w h i te - c o lla r  w o r k e r s .  Som e of th e  n a tio n a l  p ro je c t  
p e rs o n n e l  a p p a re n t ly  b e lie v e d  the  c u l tu r a l  p r o je c ts  to  be  th e  f i r s t  
p h a se  of n a tio n a lly  s u b s id iz ed  a r t  p r o g ra m s ;  th e  D i r e c to r  o f th e  
L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  saw  th e  fu n d in g  a s  a  te m p o r a r y  e x p e d ie n c y  
to  a l le v ia te  u n em p lo y m en t c a u se d  b y  th e  G re a t  D e p re s s io n . A few  
o f th e  n a tio n a l  p ro je c t  le a d e r s  a p p a re n t ly  r e s e n te d  and  r e s i s te d  
C o n g re s s io n a l  c o n c e rn  w ith  p r o je c t  o p e ra t io n s ;  th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' 
P r o je c t  D i r e c to r  u n d e rs to o d  and  a c c e p te d  C o n g re s s io n a l  c o n tro l  o v e r  
th e  e x p e n d itu re  of pub lic  fu n d s . T h e  f e d e r a l  o ff ic ia ls  r e p r e s e n te d  
on ly  th e  top  p a r t  of p ro je c t  p e rso n n e l  th e  s ta te  p r o je c t  em p lo y e e s  
r e p r e s e n te d  b o th  th e  b o tto m  and  th e  m a jo r i ty  of p ro je c t  w o r k e r s .
D e sp ite  so m e  of th e  d i f f e re n c e s  b e tw e en  n a tio n a l  a n d  s ta te  
o p e ra t io n s , h o w e v e r , th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  w a s  d e d ic a te d  
to  ach ie v in g  th e  go a l of th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o g ra m  a s  o r ig in a lly  e n u n c ia ted  
b y  H en ry  A ls b e rg  on O c to b e r  26, 1935. "T h e  f i r s t  and p r im a ry  
o b jec t of o u r  o rg a n iz a tio n , " h e  s a id , " is  to  ta k e  p eo p le  f ro m  th e  
r e l i e f  r o l l s  and  s e t  th e m  to  w o rk . O u r p ro je c ts  th e m s e lv e s ,  no  
m a t te r  how  im p o r ta n t  an d  in te r e s t in g ,  co m e  s e c o n d ."  T he f a c t  
th a t  th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i te r s ' P r o g ra m  a ls o  p ro d u ce d  th r e e  s ig n if ic a n t  
p u b lic a tio n s  w as b u t a n  added b onus to  th e  goal of p ro v id in g  te m p o r a r y  
w o rk  fo r  n e e d y  un em p lo y ed  w h ite -c o lla r  w o r k e r s .
v i ii
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A B STR A CT
T h is  s tu d y  of th e  F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  in  L o u is ia n a  
f ro m  th e  t im e  of i t s  in ce p tio n  in  O c to b e r, 1935, un til i t s  d e m ise  on 
J a n u a ry  1, 1943, e x a m in e s  th e  t r ib u la t io n s  and  q u a lif ic a tio n s  of 
th o se  who a p p lie d  fo r  w o rk  on th e  p ro je c t  an d  th o se  w ho o b ta in ed  i t .  
I t  sh ow s how m a te r ia l  w as c o m p iled , e d ite d , and p ro d u ce d . I t  
a n a ly z e s  th e  p r o je c t 's  th r e e  p u b lish e d  w o rk s  (L o u is ian a : A Guide to  
the  S ta te , N ew  O r le a n s  C ity  G uide, and  G um bo Y a -Y a ), a s  w e ll a s  
s e v e r a l  in c o m p le te  m a n u s c r ip ts  n e v e r  p u b lish e d . I t  a ls o  d i s c u s s e s  
the  D il la rd  P r o je c t ,  a p ro g ra m  of r e s e a r c h  in to  th e  h is to r y  of 
b lac k s  in  L o u is ia n a . T hroughou t the  d i s s e r ta t io n ,  th e  c ru c ia l  
f ig u re  is  L y le  Saxon, s ta te  d i r e c to r  of th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' 
P ro je c t .
The L o u is ia n a  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  p ro v id e s  a good c a se  
s tu d y  of a  d e p re s s io n  r e l i e f  p ro g ra m  th a t  o p e ra te d  on th e  s ta te  
r a th e r  th an  th e  n a tio n a l lev e l. A lthough  th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' 
P r o je c t  s h a re d  m any  c h a r a c te r i s t ic s  w ith  w r i te r s '  p ro je c ts  in o th e r 
s ta te s ,  i t  w as in  so m e  w ay s u n iq u e. F o r  e x a m p le , L o u is ia n a  w as 
one of th e  few  s ta te s  in  w hich th e  p ro je c t  d i r e c to r  r e ta in e d  h is  
office  th ro u g h o u t th e  p r o je c t 's  e x is te n c e . U nlike so m e  o th e r  New 
x iii
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D ea l c u ltu r a l  p r o g ra m s ,  th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  w a s  n e v e r  
p lagued  w ith  c h a rg e s  th a t  i t  w a s  c o m m u n is t ic ,  n o r  did i t  h av e  
s e r io u s  p ro b le m s  w ith  s ta te  c e n s o r s h ip .  T h e re  w e re  few  genu ine  
w r i te r s  on th e  L o u is ia n a  p ro je c t ;  th e  d i r e c to r ,  L y le  Saxon, did m o s t  
of th e  w r i tin g  and  ed itin g  h im s e lf .  To S axon, th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  
P r o je c t  w as  an  e m e rg e n cy  m e a s u re  d e s ig n e d  to  p ro v id e  te m p o r a r y  
em p lo y m en t fo r  u n em p lo y ed  w h i te - c o lla r  w o rk e r s  and n o t a  f i r s t  
s te p  to w a rd  a  n a tio n a l  s u b s id iz a t io n  of th e  a r t s .  In  t h is  and  in  m any  
o th e r  w ay s , th e  p ro je c t  re f le c te d  S ax o n 's  le a d e r s h ip .
The L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  i l l u s t r a te s  H a rv e y  Sw ados' 
su g g e stio n  th a t  w r i te r s  of th e  1 9 3 0 's , out of a c e r ta in  d e s p a i r  o v e r  
t h e i r  s o c ie ty 's  co n d itio n , sough t to  d o cu m en t i t s  p a s t  in  o rd e r , to  
d e te rm in e  who th e y  w e re  an d  how th ey  had  re a c h e d  th e i r  c u r r e n t  
c r i s i s .  T h ro u g h  th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t ,  Saxon so u g h t to 
d e s c r ib e  fo r  L o u is ia n ia n s  th e i r  h i s to r y  and how th e y  m ig h t p r e s e r v e  
c e r ta in  e le m e n ts  in  i t .  In  th is  r e s p e c t ,  th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  
P r o je c t  q u a lif ie s  K a th le e n  O 'C o n n o r M c K in z ie 's  v iew  th a t  th e  F e d e ra l  
W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  s ta te  and c ity  g u id es  s t r e s s e d  " lo c a le "  r a th e r  th an  
in te r p re ta t io n .  Saxon e m p h a s iz e d  b o th , though  h is  i n te r e s t s  fo cu se d  
on th e  c ity  of New O rle a n s  m o re  th an  on th e  s ta te  a t  l a r g e .
The L o u is ia n a  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  w as a w o rth w h ile  New D ea l 
p ro g ra m , due in  l a r g e  p a r t  to th e  e f fo r ts  of L y le  Saxon. Saxon w a s  
x iv
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a  r o m a n t ic i s t  in  h i s  u n d e rs ta n d in g  and  d e s c r ip t io n  of th e  s ta t e 's  
h i s to r y ,  b u t he w as a  r e a l i s t  r e g a rd in g  th e  n a tu r e  and p u rp o se  of 
the  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  p ro g ra m .
The d i s s e r ta t io n  d e r iv e s  a lm o s t  e x c lu s iv e ly  f ro m  d o c u ­
m e n ta ry  m a te r i a ls  in  th e  N a tio n a l A rc h iv e s ,  in  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  
L ib ra r y ,  B ato n  R o u g e , and  in  th e  L y le  Saxon P a p e r s  in  th e  H ow ard- 
T ilto n  M e m o r ia l  L ib r a r y  of th e  T u lan e  U n iv e rs i ty , New O rle a n s .
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F lo o d s , e p id e m ic s , f i r e s ,  h u r r ic a n e s ,  to rn a d o e s , and w a r s  
a r e  b u t so m e  of th e  d if f ic u ltie s  L o u is ia n ia n s  h av e  en c o u n te red  s in ce  
th e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  a r r i v e d  in  1699. D uring  th e  e a r ly  1 9 3 0 's , h o w ev er, 
a  p ro b le m  u n lik e  p re v io u s  ones fac e d  th e  s ta te  c it iz e n ry .  T h is  one 
le f t f a m ilie s  d e s ti tu te  n o t f ro m  a c ts  of n a tu re  b u t f ro m  v ir tu a l  c o lla p se  
of th e  n a tio n a l  eco n o m ic  s tr u c tu r e .  A b le -b o d ied  m en  and w om en 
w alked  th e  s t r e e t s  look ing  fo r  w o rk  th a t  d id  n o t e x is t.
M ost A m e ric a n s  d u rin g  th e  e a r ly  1930 's  f e l t  th a t  r e l i e f  w as 
a s ta te  an d  m u n ic ip a l r e s p o n s ib il ity ;  h o w e v e r , the  t re m e n d o u s  s tr a in  
p laced  upon c i t ie s  t ry in g  to  h e lp  th e  unem ployed  re s u l te d  in th e i r  
g ra n tin g  in c re a s in g ly  m e a g e r  a s s i s ta n c e  s im p ly  to  a v e r t  s ta rv a tio n . 
T h is  e f fo r t  c a m e  d u rin g  a p e rio d  of dec lin in g  rev en u e  s o u rc e s .  The 
ta s k  fa c in g  th e  lo c a l i t ie s  q u ick ly  b e c a m e  an  im p o s s ib le  one of 
p ro v id in g  r e l i e f  f o r  a l l  of th e  need y . *
* E d w ard  A in sw o rth  W illia m s , F e d e ra l  A id f o r  R e lie f  (New 
Y ork , 1939), 18.
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2
The C ity  of New O rlea n s  m ad e  a v a lia n t  b u t fu tile  e ffo r t to  
m e e t  th e  new  eco n o m ic  c r i s i s ,  a s  d id  o th e r  c i t i e s  th ro u g h o u t th e  s ta te .  
O ffic ia ls  of th e  New O rle a n s  C om m unity  C h e s t  t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s fu lly  to  
p ro v id e  r e l i e f  fo r  th e  grow ing  n u m b e r  of u n e m p lo y ed  a s  w e ll a s  fo r  
th o se  t ra d i t io n a lly  in  need  of a s s i s ta n c e .  The c ity  f a th e r s  r e a l iz e d  b y  
M ay, 1932, th a t  m a s s iv e  u n em p lo y m en t p re s e n te d  p ro b le m s  beyond 
th e  m ea n s  of so lu tio n  by the  co m m u n ity  c h e s t  o r  b y  o th e r  r e l ie f  
a g e n c ie s . T h ey  he ld  a  sp e c ia l e le c t io n  of p ro p e r ty  o w n ers  to  a u th o r ize  
a  bond is s u e  of $750, 000 fo r  th e  p u rp o se  of p ro v id in g  fo r  th e  n eed y . 
O th e r c i t ie s  w ith in  th e  s ta te ,  h o w ev er, lac k e d  any m ea n s  of o ffe ring  
aid  to  th e  d e p re s s io n - r id d e n  u nem ployed . 2
The bond m e a s u re  w as b u t a fu ti le  e f fo r t  to  tid e  th e  gap  u n til  
m o re  m ean in g fu l r e l i e f  e ffo r ts  cou ld  be  d e v is e d . A s  the  d e p re s s io n  
w o rse n e d  and  a ffe c te d  a n  in c re a s in g ly  l a r g e r  p o r tio n  of th e  popu lation , 
m o re  and m o re  c it iz e n s  rea l iz e d  th a t  p e rs o n s  o th e r  th an  the  th r i f t l e s s  
n eed ed  im m e d ia te  h e lp . T he old sy s te m  of p ro v id in g  r e n t ,  food 
coupons, and  r e l i e f  p ay m en ts  w as g r o s s ly  in ad eq u a te  in  m ee tin g  the
2 " F in a l  R e p o rt  of the L o u is ia n a  W o rk  P r o je c t s  A d m in is tr a ­
t i o n ,11 F e b r u a r y ,  1943, F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s ' P ro je c t -L o u is ia n a  (R eco rd  
G roup 69, N a tio n a l A rc h iv e s . ) U n le ss  s p e c if ic a lly  c ited  o th e rw ise  
the  d o c u m e n ts  c ite d  h e re in  a r e  h e ld  in  R e c o rd  G roup 69, N ational 
A rc h iv e s :  R e c o rd s  of th e  W orks P r o je c t s  A d m in is tra t io n , R e c o rd s  
of the  F e d e ra l  W r i te r s ' P ro je c t ,  R e c o rd s  R e la tin g  to  th e  WPA 
W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  in  L o u is ia n a , N a tio n a l A rc h iv e s .  H e re in a f te r  c ite d  
a s  F W P -L a .
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n e e d s  c a u se d  b y  th e  d e p re s s io n .  3 Som e m eth o d  of n a tio n a l a s s i s ta n c e  
w as  n e c e s s a r y .
P r e s id e n t  H e r b e r t  H oover, who w en t a s  f a r  in  r e l i e f  e ffo r ts  
a s  h is  p o lit ic a l  p h ilo so p h y  p e rm itte d  h im  to  go, b ro k e  new ground fo r  
r e l i e f  a s s i s ta n c e  b y  s ig n in g  th e  E m e rg e n c y  R e lie f  and  C o n s tru c tio n  
A c t on J u ly  21, 1932. 4 The b i l l  had  th re e  m a jo r  d iv is io n s  and  a tta c k ed  
u n em p lo y m en t and r e l i e f  p ro b le m s  a lo n g  th e  sa m e  n u m b e r  of l in e s .  
T itle  I d e a lt  d i re c tly  w ith  r e l i e f  b y  m ak in g  a v a ila b le  $ 3 0 0 ,0 0 0 , 000 to  
th e  R e c o n s tru c tio n  F in a n c e  C o rp o ra tio n  to  ad v an ce  lo an s  to  th e  s ta te s  
and c i t ie s  a t  3 p e r  cen t i n te r e s t  p e r  an n u m . 3 T he g o v e rn o r  of e a ch  
s ta te  had  to  m ake  a p p lic a tio n  fo r  th e  lo an  by  c e rt ify in g  th a t  h is  
s ta t e 's  r e s o u r c e s  w e re  in ad eq u a te  to  m e e t  th e  r e l i e f  p ro b le m . In an  
a t te m p t to  s tim u la te  th e  a ilin g  c o n s tru c tio n  in d u s t ry ,  T itle  II of th e  
a c t  p ro v id ed  lo an s  to  th e  s ta te s  and c i t ie s  fo r  s e lf - l iq u id a tin g  
c o n s tru c tio n  p ro je c ts .  T itle  HI a llo c a te d  $322, 224, 000 fo r  public
3 H a r r y  L . H opk ins, Spending to  Save: The C o m p le te  S to ry
of R e lie f  (New Y ork , 1936), 102-105 .
4 H a r r is  G ay lo rd  W a rre n , H e r b e r t  H oover and th e  G rea t 
D e p re s s io n  (New Y ork , 1967), 301 . A cc o rd in g  to  W a rre n , "T h e re  
i s  r e a s o n  to  doubt th a t  th e  c o u n try  would h ave  a c c e p te d  th e  New D e a l 
e x p e r im e n ta tio n  b e fo re  1932 even  h ad  P re s id e n t  H oover been  w illin g  
to  d i re c t  th e  la b o ra to ry .  " 301.
547 S ta t . ; 709-724 ; R o b e r t  E . S herw ood , R o o se v e lt  and 
H opkins: An In tim a te  H is to ry  (Rev, e d . ; New Y o rk , 1950), 46.
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w o rk s .  T h is  law  w as th e  on ly  m e a s u re  p a s s e d  d u r in g  th e  H oover 
a d m in is t r a t io n  p ro v id in g  r e l i e f  f o r  u n em p lo y m en t. 6
To en a b le  th e  s ta te  to  q u a lify  fo r  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  th e  n a tio n a l  
a p p ro p r ia t io n ,  G o v ern o r O s c a r  K . A lle n  o f L o u is ia n a  is s u e d  a 
p ro c la m a t io n  c r e a t in g  a n  U n em p lo y m en t R e lie f  C o m m itte e . In  h is  
p ro c la m a t io n  A llen  sp e c if ie d  th e  c o n d itio n  fo r  o b ta in in g  a  r e l i e f  
a s s i s ta n c e .  D epend ing  upon th e  n eed  of th e  a p p lic a n t 's  fa m ily , ea ch  
p e rs o n  o b ta in in g  a s s i s ta n c e  h ad  to  w o rk  f ro m  one to  fo u r  day s  a w e e k . 
T he o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  e m p lo y m en t d id n o t l a s t  lo n g , h o w ev er, a s  funds 
fo r  th e  p ro g ra m  on ly  la s te d  u n til  A p r i l ,  1 9 3 3 .7
U n fo r tu n a te ly  f o r  the  c o u n try  and  fo r  H o o v er, th e  E m e rg e n c y  
R e lie f  and C o n s tru c tio n  A c t fa i le d  s ig n if ic a n tly  to  r e v e r s e  th e  dow n­
w a rd  p lunge  of th e  econom y a n d  th e  u p w ard  sw ing  in  u n em p lo y m en t. 
The n a tio n  con tin u ed  to  su ffe r  in th e  th ro e s  of u n em p lo y m en t w hen 
the  v o te r s  o u s te d  th e  Io w a -b o rn  e n g in e e r  in  th e  1932 p re s id e n tia l  
e le c t io n  and r e p la c e d  h im  w ith  a New Y o rk -b o rn  la w y e r , F ra n k lin  
D elano  R o o se v e lt .  The fo rm e r  G o v e rn o r of New Y o rk  b ro u g h t w ith  
h im  to  W ash in g to n  som e of h is  New Y o rk  a s s o c ia te s ,  su c h  a s  F r a n c e s  
P e r k in s  an d  H a r r y  L . H opk in s . T hey , a s  m u ch  a s  anyone e ls e ,
6H o pk ins, Spending  to  S a v e , 9 0 -9 1 .
7 " F in a l  R e p o r t  of th e  L o u is ia n a  W ork  P r o je c t s  A d m in is tr a ­
t io n ,"  2.
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•were i n s t r u m e n ta l  in  gu id ing  th e  P r e s id e n t  to  ad o p t new  r e l ie f  
a s s i s ta n c e  m e a s u r e s .
T h e  f i r s t  r e l i e f  law  u n d e r  th e  new  a d m in is t r a t io n  w a s  sig n ed  
by  R o o s e v e lt  on M ay 12, 1933. ® La th is  m e a s u r e  C o n g re s s  
a p p ro p r ia te d  f iv e  h u n d red  m il lio n  d o l la r s  fo r  g ra n ts  to  th e  s ta te s ,  
a s  op p o sed  to  th e  lo a n s  p ro v id ed  by th e  E m e rg e n c y  R e lie f  and  
C o n s tru c tio n  A c t  of 1932. To c a r r y  out th e  p ro v is io n s  of th e  a c t  
R o o se v e lt  a p p o in te d  H a r ry  H opk ins to  s e rv e  a s  h ead  of th e  E m e rg e n c y  
R e lie f  A d m in is tr a t io n .  The in ad e q u a c y  of s ta te  and  lo c a l  r e l i e f  fu n d s 
m ad e  i t  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t to  w o rk  m o re  c lo 'se ly  
w ith  th e  s ta te s  in  p ro v id in g  r e l i e f  to  th e  n eed y . Li ad d itio n  to  the  
fu n d s a u th o r iz e d  by th e  a c t  o th e r  m o n ie s  w e re  m ad e  a v a ila b le  to  the  
s ta te s  th ro u g h  th e  R e c o n s tru c tio n  F in a n c e  C o rp o ra tio n . ^
^ F o r  a g e n e ra l  d isc u s s io n  of th e  r e l i e f  e f fo r ts  of R o o s e v e lt 's  
New D e a l, s e e  J a m e s  M a cG reg o r  B u m s ,  R o o se v e lt:  The L ion  and 
th e  F o x  (New Y o rk , 1956), 242-418 ; P a u l K. C onkin, The New D eal 
(New Y o rk , 1969), 5 8 -5 9 ; W illia m  E . L e u c h te n b e rg , F ra n k lin  
R o o se v e lt  a n d  th e  New D eal: 1933-1938 (New Y o rk , 1963), 124-29; 
J a m e s  T. P a t te r s o n ,  C o n g re s s io n a l  C o n s e rv a t is m  and th e  New D eal: 
The G ro w th  of th e  C o n se rv a tiv e  C o a litio n  in  C o n g re s s , 1933-1939 
(L ex in g to n , 1967); A r th u r  M . S c h le s in g e r ,  J r . ,  T he P o l i t ic s  of 
U pheaval (B o sto n , I960), 3 4 5 -5 9 1 , The A ge  of R o o se v e lt  (3 v o ls. ; 
B oston), 1957-60 .
^ " P re l im in a r y  C h e c k lis t  of th e  C e n tra l  C o r re sp o n d e n c e  F i le s  
of th e  W PA and i t s  P r e d e c e s s o r s ,  1 9 3 3 -1 9 4 4 ,"  C om p. F r a n c e s  T . 
B o u rn e  (M a rc h , 1946), F W P -L a .
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A n o th e r  a tte m p t a t  r e l i e f  w as  m ad e  w hen, on June 16, 1933, 
P r e s id e n t  R o o se v e lt sig n ed  th e  N a tio n a l I n d u s t r ia l  R e c o v e ry  A c t.
T h is  law  p ro p o se d  a  w o rk s  p r o g ra m  d es ig n ed  to  a s s i s t  "h eav y "  
in d u s t r ie s  a n d  sought to  p ro v id e  g e n e ra l  e m p lo y m en t fo r  th e  jo b le s s ,  
r e g a r d le s s  of th e i r  n e e d . To a d m in is te r  th e  law  R o o se v e lt  c re a te d  
th e  F e d e ra l  E m e rg e n c y  A d m in is tra t io n  of P u b lic  W o rk s (PWA) and 
ap p o in ted  H aro ld  L . Ic k e s  a s  a d m in is t r a to r  of th e  new  ag en cy .
The P u b lic  W o rk s A d m in is tra t io n  w a s  slow  to  g e t u n d e rw ay  
and  i t  a ls o  f a i le d  to  p ro v id e  w o rk  ra p id ly  fo r  enough of th e  u nem ployed . 
W ith  th e  a p p ro a c h  of f a l l  in  1933 cam e  an in c re a s in g  n u m b er  of 
jo b le s s  an d  needy  c it iz e n s .  In  a n  a tte m p t to  give w o rk  im m e d ia te ly  
to  a p p ro x im a te ly  fo u r  m il lio n  jo b le s s  p e r s o n s ,  R o o se v e lt u se d  the  
A c t to  c re a te  on N o v em b er 9 a F e d e ra l  C iv il W orks A d m in is tra t io n  
(CWA). He hoped th a t  in c r e a s e d  em p lo y m en t w ould r a i s e  th e  
n a tio n a l  p u rc h a s in g  p o w er. 11
M oney fo r  th e  C iv il W o rk s  A d m in is tra t io n  cam e f ro m  
s e v e r a l  s o u rc e s .  The P r e s id e n t  in  h is  e x ecu tiv e  o r d e r  c re a t in g  the  
CWA s p e c if ie d  th a t  $400 m illio n  be  t r a n s f e r r e d  f ro m  the P u b lic  W orks
10A r th u r  W. M acm ah o n , John E . M ille t t,  and G ladys O gden, 
The A d m in is tra t io n  of F e d e r a l  W o rk  R e lie f  (C hicago, 1941), 17,
Vol. XII of S tu d ies  in  A d m in is tr a t io n .
* ^E xecu tive  O rd e r  6 4 2 0 -B , N o v em b er 9, 1933. See 
W illia m  F .  M cD onald , F e d e ra l  R e lie f  A d m in is tra t io n  and th e  A r t s  
(C o lum bus, Ohio, 1969), 52.
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A d m in is tra t io n  to  th e  C iv il W orks A d m in is tra t io n . T he CWA re c e iv e d  
a lm o s t  e ig h ty -n in e  m illio n  d o l la r s  f ro m  th e  F e d e ra l  E m e rg e n c y  R e lie f  
A p p ro p r ia t io n , and on F e b r u a r y  15, 1934, $345 m illio n  f ro m  
C o n g re s s .  ^  T h is  l a s t  a llo c a tio n  w a s  no t lim ite d  to  c o n s tru c tio n  
p r o je c ts .  I t  th u s  b ecam e  p o ss ib le  f o r  th e  CWA to  o p e ra te  n o n ­
c o n s tru c tio n  p ro je c ts  o r  w hite  c o lla r  p r o je c ts ,  su ch  a s  th e  P u b lic  
W o rk s of A r t  P r o je c t .  ^
The CWA w a s  r e a l ly  an em p lo y m en t a g e n cy  r a th e r  th an  a 
w o r k - r e l ie f  p r o g ra m . A s su ch  i t  w a s  not re q u ir e d  to  ta k e  i t s  
w o rk e r s  f ro m  th e  r e l ie f  r o l l s .  A ll the  p ro sp e c tiv e  CWA em ployee  
had to  do to  q u a lify  f o r  em p lo y m en t w as  to  show th a t  he  w as  a 
p h y s ic a lly  f i t  an d  unem ployed but n eed y  w o rk e r .  S ince th e  CWA 
w as u n d e rs to o d  to  be a v e ry  te m p o ra ry  p ro g ra m , th e  q u a lif ic a tio n s  
of the  w o rk e r s  did not r e a l ly  m a t te r .  As a r e s u l t  m an y  w h ite  c o lla r  
w o rk e r s  sough t w o rk  a s  com m on la b o r e r s  on som e of the  " m a n -  
m ad e"  p r o je c ts .  -14
P r e s id e n t  R o o se v e lt  r e a l iz e d  th a t  th e  CWA w as n o t th e  
a n s w e r  to  th e  p ro b le m  of u n em p lo y m en t. He r e m a rk e d  th a t  he w as
^ H o p k in s ,  Spending to  Save, 117.
^ " P r e l im in a r y  C h e c k lis t , " F W P -L a .
^ J o h n  D. M ille t t ,  T he W orks P r o g re s s  A d m in is tra t io n  in  
New Y o rk  C ity  (C hicago , 1 938), 15.
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unw illin g  to  se e  th e  "v ita li ty "  of the  A m e ric a n  "p eo p le  be fu r th e r  
sap p ed  b y  th e  g iv ing  of c a sh , of m a r k e t  b a s k e ts ,  of a  few  h o u rs  of 
w eek ly  w o rk  cu ttin g  g r a s s ,  ra k in g  le a v e s  o r  p ick in g  up  p a p e rs  in 
th e  p ub lic  p a r k s . "  A lthough  b u sy  w o rk  kep t the  n eed y  f ro m  s ta rv a tio n , 
i t  d id  l i t t l e  fo r  " th e i r  s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  t h e i r  s e lf  r e l ia n c e  an d  c o u ra g e  
and d e te rm in a tio n .
W ith  th e  a p p ro a c h  of s p r in g ,  1934, the  p re s id e n t  sough t to  
te r m in a te  th e  C iv il W o rk s  A d m in is tra t io n . He b e c am e  a la rm e d  a t  
the  c o s t  of th e  p ro g ra m  and f e a r e d  he  w a s  c re a t in g  a group of w o rk e r s  
who m ig h t b eco m e p e rm a n e n tly  d ep en d en t on r e l i e f  w o rk . C o n se ­
q u en tly  h e  c lo se d  down the  CWA and r e l ie d  on th e  F e d e ra l  E m e rg e n c y  
R e lie f  A d m in is tra t io n  once m o re  to  a s s u m e  th e  r e l i e f  b u rd en  a s  w e ll 
a s  to  co n tin u e  the  u n fin ish ed  w o rk  p r o je c ts  of th e  CW A. ^
D u rin g  th e  w in te r  of 1934 so m e  of R o o s e v e lt 's  a d v is o r s  
began  s e r io u s  c o n s id e ra t io n  of a new  p ro g ra m  th a t  would p ro v id e  a 
m o re  r e a l is t ic  so lu tio n  to  th e  r e l i e f  p ro b le m . By th e  end of th e  y e a r  
R o o se v e lt  had  in  h is  hands th e  ou tlin e  of a w ork  p lan  p re p a re d  o v e r  
th e  s ig n a tu re s  of Ic k e s  and H opkins. B a se d  on th e s e  su g g e stio n s  a s
* ^S am uel E . R o sen m an  ( e d . ), T he P u b lic  P a p e r s  and 
A d d r e s s e s  of F ra n k lin  D. R o o s e v e lt , V ol. IV , 20.
■^^W illiam E. L e u c h te n b e rg , F r a n k lin  D. R o o se v e lt  an d  the  
New D e a l, 1932-1940 (New Y ork , 1963), 122 - 23.
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w e ll a s  th o se  c o n ta in ed  in  o th e r  p ro p o s a l s ,  R o o se v e lt  in  h is  an n u a l 
m e s s a g e  to  C o n g re s s  on J a n u a ry  4, 1935, p re s e n te d  h is  id e a s  fo r  a 
w o rk s  p ro g ra m . A jo in t  r e s o lu tio n  a u th o r iz in g  th e  p ro g ra m  th e  
P r e s id e n t  h a d  in  m in d  w as  in tro d u c e d  in  C o n g re s s  on J a n u a ry  21. 1 ̂  
A f te r  m o n th s  of h e a te d  but o ften  e n te r ta in in g  debate*®  th e  P re s id e n t  
w as a b le  to  a ff ix  h i s  s ig n a tu re  on A p r i l  8, 1935, to  th e  l a r g e s t  s in g le  
a p p ro p r ia t io n  m e a s u r e  e v e r  e n a c te d  d u r in g  p e a c e - t im e  by C o n g re s s ,  
th e  E m e rg e n c y  R e lie f  A p p ro p r ia t io n  A c t. An in i t ia l  a p p ro p r ia t io n  of 
fo u r  b i ll io n  d o l la r s  w as  g iven to  th e  P r e s id e n t  to  spend on r e l i e f  
p ro g ra m s  of h is  ch o o sin g . A d d itio n a l fu n d s w e re  a ls o  m ad e  a v a ila b le  
by  th e  t r a n s f e r  of e igh t h u n d red  m il lio n  d o l la r s  f ro m  th e  F E R A . *9 
T he P r e s id e n t  c re a te d  th e  b a s ic  v e h ic le  to  spend  th e s e
^ M a c m a h o n ,  M ille t t ,  and  O gden, T he A d m in is tra t io n  of 
F e d e r a l  W o rk  R e l ie f , 2 4 -2 5 .
18C ong . R e c . , 74 C o n g .,  1 S e s s .  (F e b . 2 1 -M a rc h  28, 1935), 
3 3 6 6 -3 6 1 3 . F o r  a  m o re  c o m p le te  d isc u s s io n  see  d e b a te  on H. J .  R e s . 
117. S e n a to r  H uey Long of L o u is ia n a , who a c t iv e ly  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  
th e  d e b a te  on th e  b i ll ,  w as sp eak in g  on th e  b ack  of a t r a in  in  South 
C a ro lin a  w h en  h e  le a rn e d  th a t  th e  S en a te  had  ap p ro v e d  th e  fo u r  b illio n  
r e l ie f  p lan  by a vo te  of 68 to  16. He re p l ie d :  "D id  th ey , s u re  en ough?  
W e ll - I 'l l  be d am n ed . " (Baton R ouge) M o rn in g  A d v o ca te , M a rc h  24, 
1935, p. 2 -A .
* ^ O rig in a l p lan s  c a lle d  fo r  tak in g  th e  b ill  by a irp la n e  to  the  
P r e s id e n t  f o r  h i s  s ig n a tu re . He w a s  on a  f ish in g  t r i p  in  the  B a h a m a s . 
T h is  p lan  w a s  changed  and  th e  b ill  r e m a in e d  a t  the  W hite H ouse w h e re  
R o o s e v e lt  s ig n e d  i t .  M orning  A d v o c a te , A p r i l  6, 1935, p . 1, and 
A p r il  7 , p . 4 -A .
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b illio n s  of d o l la r s  by E x e c u tiv e  O r d e r  7034. ^  In  th is  a d m in is t r a t iv e  
o r d e r  he c r e a te d  a  t r i p a r t i t e  o rg a n iz a tio n  to  a d m in is te r  a new  r e l i e f  
p ro g ra m . R o o se v e lt  e s ta b lis h e d  a D iv is io n  of A p p lica tio n s  and  
In fo rm a tio n  to  s e rv e  a s  the  re c e iv in g  ag e n cy  of su g g e stio n s  fo r  
p r o je c ts  and  of a p p lic a tio n s  f o r  p r o je c t  fu n d s. I t  a ls o  fu n c tio n ed  a s  
a  g e n e ra l  in fo rm a tio n  c le a r in g  h o u se  a b o u t th e  w o rk s  p ro g ra m . 
R o o se v e lt  n a m e d  F r a n k  W a lk e r , d i r e c to r  of th e  N a tio n a l E m e rg e n c y  
C o u n cil, to  h ead  th is  c o m m itte e .
T h e  s e co n d  d iv is io n  R o o se v e lt  c re a te d  w a s  a n  A d v is o ry  
C o m m itte e  on  A llo tm e n ts .  T h is c o m m itte e  had th e  re s p o n s ib il i ty  of 
a d v is in g  th e  P r e s id e n t  on th e  a p p ro v a l  of p ro je c ts  and on th e  a l l o c a ­
tio n  of fu n d s. To h ead  th is  group  th e  P re s id e n t  ap p o in ted  PWA 
a d m in is t r a to r  H aro ld  L . Ic k e s .  ^  T he P re s id e n t  knew  Ic k e s  to  be a
^ B i b b s  M y e rs  (co m p .)  " C e n tra l  R e c o rd s  of th e  R e s e a rc h  
R e c o rd s  P r o je c t s  of the  W o rk s P r o g r e s s  A d m in is tra t io n "  (D e c e m b e r , 
1942), 1, F W P -L a .  T h is  e x e cu tiv e  o r d e r  w as  a ls o  to  be flow n to th e  
P r e s id e n t .  A c c o rd in g  to  jo u rn a l is t  R odney  D u tc h e r,  H a r ry  H opkins 
and B udget D i r e c to r  D an B e ll  c a re fu lly  f ra m e d  i t  in  g r e a t  s e c r e c y .  
Ic k e s , h o w e v e r , m an a g e d  to  find  out w h a t it  c o n ta in e d . He s tro n g ly  
o b jec te d  to  H opk in s , who d e c id e d  it  b e s t  to  hold th e  o r d e r  in  
W ash in g to n  u n t il  th e  P r e s id e n t  r e tu r n e d .  M orn ing  A d v o c a te ,
A p r i l  14, 1935, p . 4 -A . T he P r e s id e n t  d id  m e e t  w ith  I c k e s , H opk in s , 
and  W a lk e r  on  th e  ev en in g  of A p r i l  26, 1935, to  d is c u s s  the  e x e cu tiv e  
o r d e r .
^ ^M acm ah o n , M ille t t ,  and  O gden, T he A d m in is tra t io n  of 
F e d e ra l  W o rk  R e l ie f , 7 2 -7 3 , and  A r th u r  M. S c h le s in g e r ,  J r . ,  The 
P o l i t ic s  of U p h eav a l (C a m b rid g e , I9 6 0 ), 344.
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c a p ab le , h o n e s t,  b u t do lefu l a d m in is t r a to r .  He f e l t ,  h o w ev er, th a t  
Ic k e s  w ould m in im iz e  th e  o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  g r a f t  in  a  p ro g ra m  
sp en d in g  b i ll io n s  of d o l la r s .  22
The th i r d  ag en cy  R o o se v e lt c re a te d  by h is  e x ecu tiv e  o r d e r  
w as  a W o rk s P r o g r e s s  A d m in is tra t io n . He s a id  th is  body w as 
" r e s p o n s ib le  to  th e  P re s id e n t  fo r  th e  h o n e s t,  e ff ic ie n t, sp eed y , an d  
c o o rd in a te d  ex e cu tio n  of th e  w o rk  r e l i e f  p ro g ra m  a s  a w ho le , and fo r  
th e  ex e cu tio n  of th a t  p ro g ra m  in  s:uch  a  m an n e r  a s  to  m ove f ro m  the 
r e l i e f  r o l l s  to  w o rk  on su c h  p ro je c ts  o r  in  p r iv a te  em p lo y m en t th e  
m a x im u m  n u m b er  of p e rs o n s  in  th e  s h o r te s t  t im e  p o ss ib le . " The 
P r e s id e n t  s a id  th a t  h e  w an ted  the  W o rk s P r o g r e s s  A d m in is tra t io n  to 
" re c o m m e n d  an d  c a r r y  on sm a ll u se fu l p ro je c ts  d esig n ed  to  a s s u r e  a 
m ax im u m  of em p lo y m en t in  a l l  lo c a l i t ie s .  1,23 T h e se  w o rd s , w h ich  
se em e d  to  a p p e a r  a lm o s t  a s  an  a fte r th o u g h t by  the  P r e s id e n t ,  w e re  
" th e  m o s t  s ig n if ic a n t ones in  the  w hole s e r i e s  of in i t ia l  o rg an iz in g  
o r d e r s .  " F o r  in  th e m  la y  the  fe tu s  th a t  g rew  in to  the  m o n o lith ic
22S c h le s in g e r,  J r . , The P o l i t ic s  of U p h eav a l, 344.
23E x ecu tiv e  O rd e r  7034 " E s ta b l is h in g  the D iv ision  of 
A p p lica tio n s  and  In fo rm a tio n , th e  A d v is o ry  C o m m itte e  on A llo tm e n ts ,  
th e  W o rk s  P r o g r e s s  A d m in is tra t io n , an d  fo r  o th e r  P u r p o s e s ."  On 
Ju ly  1, 1939, th e  n a m e  w as changed to  W ork  P r o je c ts  A d m in is tra t io n .
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W o rk s  P r o g r e s s  A d m in is tra t io n . ^
R o o se v e lt  d id  n o t n a m e  a n  a d m in is t r a to r  of th e  W orks P ro g ­
r e s s  A d m in is tra t io n  a s  such . In s te a d  h e  sp e c if ie d  th a t  th e  F e d e ra l  
E m e rg e n c y  R e lie f  A d m in is tr a to r  w ould s e rv e  a s  A d m in is tr a to r  of th e  
W o rk s P r o g re s s  A d m in is tra t io n . T h is  p e rso n , a s  som e econom y- 
m in d ed  c o n g re s s m e n  f e a re d ,  w as  none o th e r  th an  H a r r y  L. H o p k in s .^  
Know ing of the  in te n s e  r iv a l r y  betw een Hopkins and  I c k e s , R o o sev e lt 
p u rp o se ly  p la c e d  W alk e r to  s e rv e  a s  a b u ffe r  betw een th e m  in  an  e ffo rt 
to  d i re c t  t h e i r  m u tu a l h o s ti l i t ie s  in to  c o n s tru c tiv e  c h a n n e ls . ^  In
^ M a c m a h o n ,  M ille t t,  and  O gden, The A d m in is tra t io n  of 
F e d e r a l  W o rk  R e lie f , 77 . D onald S. H ow ard  d efined  th e  W PA a s  
"an  ag e n cy  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  p ro v id in g  e m p lo y m en t on s o c ia l ly  u se fu l 
p r o je c ts  fo r  a s  m any  need y  u n em ployed  w o rk e r s  m ee tin g  p re s c r ib e d  
e lig ib il ity  r e q u ir e m e n ts  a s  can  be  g iven  w ith  funds a p p ro p r ia te d  by 
C o n g re s s  fo r  th is  p u rp o se  f ro m  y e a r  to  y e a r .  " D onald S. H ow ard , 
T he WPA and F e d e ra l  R e lie f  P o lic y  (New Y ork . 1943), 105.
^ T h e  WPA had fo u r  ch ie f  a d m in is t r a to r s  d u rin g  i t s  seven  
y e a r  h is to ry .  H a r ry  L. H opkins s e rv e d  f ro m  th e  beg inn ing  of the 
o rg a n iz a tio n  u n til h is  ap p o in tm en t in  D e c e m b e r , 1939, a s  S e c re ta ry  
of C o m m e rc e . A rm y  C olo n el F .  C. H a rr in g to n  re p la c e d  H opkins and 
s e rv e d  u n til  h is  d e a th  in  O c to b e r, 1940. He w as fo llow ed  b y  
H ow ard  O. H u n te r , who re s ig n e d  e a r ly  in  1942. In  Ju ly , 1942, 
R o o se v e lt  th en  a sk ed  a d m in is t r a to r  of the  F e d e ra l  W orks A gency , 
B r ig a d ie r  G e n e ra l P h ilip  B . F le m in g , to  a ls o  a s su m e  th e  d u tie s  a s  
a d m in is t r a t iv e  h ead  of th e  W PA.
2% n th e  A p r i l  26 m e e tin g  th a t  Ic k e s , W a lk e r , an d  H opkins 
had  w ith  th e  P re s id e n t ,  Ick es  n o ted  in  h is  d ia ry  th a t  R o o se v e lt w as 
p ro b ab ly  w ise  to  in c lu d e  W alk e r in  the  t r iu m v e r a te .  "H opkins w ill 
f ly  off on tan g e n ts  u n le s s  he  i s  w a tc h ed , and I a m  q u ite  l ik e ly  to  be 
b u lld o g g ish  and w ant to  h ave  m y  own w ay . " H aro ld  L . Ic k e s ,  The 
S e c re t  D a iry  of H aro ld  L . Ick e s : T he F i r s t  T housand D ay s, 1933-36 
(New Y ork , 1953), 352.
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th e o r y  but n o t  in  p ra c t ic e ,  th e  t r i p a r t i t e  d iv is io n s  w e re  eq u a l. A s  i t
tu rn e d  ou t, h o w ev er, Ick e s  w a s  n o  m a tc h  fo r  H opkins, who u t il iz e d
th e  p o w e rs  g iv en  h im  by th e  P r e s id e n t  to  su c h  a n  e x te n t th a t  h is
27a g e n c y  c a m e  to  c o n tro l the  e n ti r e  w o rk s  p ro g ra m . A s e a r ly  a s  
S e p te m b e r, 1935, th e  A d v is o ry  C o m m itte e  on A llo tm e n ts  c e a s e d  to  
e x is t  a s  a  c le a r in g  ag en cy . I c k e s 1 in flu e n ce  on th e  w o rk s  p ro g ra m  
d e c lin e d  to  su c h  a n  e x te n t th a t  th e  p r o g ra m  b e c a m e  know n a s  th e  
W o rk s  P r o g r e s s  A d m in is tra t io n . ^
A f te r  m an y  m o n th s  of d e b a te  and  c o m p ro m is e , the  r e l ie f  
b i ll  a t  l a s t  b e c am e  law . T he  t a s k  of im p le m e n tin g  th e  le g is la t io n  
and  e x ecu tiv e  o r d e r  th en  b e g a n . One of th e  f i r s t  m a t te r s  c o m p e llin g  
th e  a tte n tio n  of the  p ro g ra m  p la n n e r s  and  a d m in is t r a to r s  w as  the
^ A c c o rd in g  to  W ill ia m  R e e v e s , R o o se v e lt en c o u ra g e d  
"c o m p e tit iv e  a d m in is t r a t io n "  w h e re b y  id e a s  o r  p ro g ra m s  w e re  
" re v ie w e d  o r  fou g h t o v e r  by  tw o  o r  m o re  a d m in is t r a to r s .  " He f e l t  
th a t  th e  P re s id e n t  should  have ad o p ted  a  "g o a l d i re c te d  p r o c e s s  of 
a d m in is t r a t io n  r a th e r  th an  a  c o m p e tit iv e  p r o c e s s , " f o r  th is  would 
h a v e  p ro d u ce d  a  l a r g e r  a s  w e ll a s  m o re  ra p id ly  p ro d u ced  p u b lic  w o rk s  
p ro g ra m  and p o ss ib ly  r e c o v e ry "  by  th e  P u b lic  W o rk s A d m in is tra t io n . 
W hile  th is  th e o r y  m ig h t e x p la in  th e  l im ite d  a c h ie v e m e n ts  of th e  PW A, 
i t  w ould  n o t s e e m  to  be  t ru e  f o r  th e  W PA . W illia m  D. R e e v e s , "PW A 
and  C o m p e titiv e  A d m in is tra t io n  in  th e  New D ea l, " J o u rn a l  o f A m e ric a n  
H is to ry , LX (S ep tem b er, 1973), 3 5 7 -7 2 .
2 % a c m a h o n ,  M ille t t ,  and  O gden, The A d m in is tra t io n  of 
F e d e r a l  W o rk  R e lie f , 73.
^ S c h l e s i n g e r ,  j r .  , The P o l i t ic s  of U pheava l, 345.
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ty p e  of p r o je c ts  to  dev e lo p . Should th e y  b e  d e s ig n e d  to  s tre n g th e n  
th e  a il in g  "heavy" in d u s t r ie s ?  If  so , th en  m o s t  of th e  m o n ie s  would 
go fo r  m a te r i a ls  and  th e  r e m a in d e r  f o r  th e  s a la r ie s  of s k il le d  w o r k e r s .  
If, on th e  o th e r  hand, th e  m a in  o b je c t iv e  w as  w o rk  p ro je c ts  f o r  th e  
u n em p lo y ed , th e n  th e  m a jo r  p o r tio n s  of th e  a p p ro p r ia t io n  w ould  b e  
sp en t fo r  w ag es  a n d  the  r e s t  f o r  m a te r i a ls .  T h is  q u e s tio n  w as 
f u r th e r  c o m p lic a te d  by  th e  d e b a te  o v e r  w h e th e r  to  l im it  em p lo y m en t 
to  a l l  n eed y  u nem ployed  l a b o r e r s  o r  j u s t  to  th o se  r e g i s te r e d  f o r  
r e l ie f  p a y m e n ts  an d  c e r t if i e d  a s  in  n eed  of a s s i s t a n c e .3®
The d e c is io n  w a s  m ad e  to  a d o p t a w o rk -o r ie n te d  p r o g ra m  th a t  
w ould  in c r e a s e  c o n su m e r  p u rc h a s in g  p o w er and a t  th e  sam e  t im e  
p r e s e r v e  th e  w o r k e r 's  t a le n t  fo r  ev e n tu a l u t il iz a tio n  in  th e  p r iv a te  
s e c to r .  O nly u n em p lo y ed  w o r k e r s  on the  r e l ie f  r o l ls  o r  c e r t if ie d  a s  
in  n e e d  of r e l i e f  w ould  b e  c o n s id e re d  f o r  em p lo y m en t. 3 * T h e  ad o p ted  
p r o g ra m  e v id en ced  a n a tio n a l c o m m itm en t to  th e  id e a l  of th e  r ig h t  to
32w o rk  r e g a r d le s s  of o n e 's  p e rs o n a l  c ir c u m s ta n c e s .
D e sp ite  th e  d e c is io n  fo r  a  w o rk -o r ie n te d  p ro g ra m , th e  t ru e
3 ® M acm ahon, M ille t ,  an d  O gden, T h e  A d m in is tra t io n  of 
F e d e r a l  W o rk  R e l ie f , 3 5 .
31H e n ry  G. A ls b e rg  to  L y le  Saxon, N o v em b er 9, 1935, 
F W P -L a .
32M acm ah o n , M ille t t ,  an d  O gden, The A d m in is tra t io n  of 
F e d e r a l  W o rk  R e l ie f , 1.
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n a tu r e  of th e  p r o g ra m  w a s  u n c le a r .  N e ith e r  C o n g re s s  n o r  
a d m in is t r a t iv e  o ffic ia ls  w e re  e v e r  r e a l ly  a b le  to  d e c id e  w h e th e r  w o rk  
p r o je c ts  o r  r e l i e f  em p lo y m en t h ad  p r io r i t y .  A s a  r e s u l t ,  th e  WPA 
c a m e  u n d e r  c o n flic tin g  c r i t i c i s m .  W hen a t ta c k e d  f o r  in e f f ic ie n c y , 
th e  p ro g ra m  w a s  defended  on th e  g round  th a t  i t  w as  a  r e l i e f  p ro g ra m . 
W hen s o m e  p e rs o n s  sough t to  m ak e  i t  s t r i c t l y  a  r e l i e f  in s t ru m e n t ,  
th e y  w e re  to ld  th a t  t h is  w as n o t  p o s s ib le  due to  the  in c o m p a tib il i ty  of 
su c h  a n  id e a l  w ith  a w o rk  p r o g ra m . 33
T h is  d u a l q u a lity  of w o rk  a n d /o r  r e l i e f  m ade  a c tu a l  o p e ra t io n  
e x tr e m e ly  d if f ic u lt .  C la s h e s  f re q u e n tly  o c c u r r e d  am ong  a d m in is t r a ­
t o r s  of th e  p ro g ra m . T h o se  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  r e l i e f  sough t to  p lac e  on 
th e  p a y ro l ls  p e rs o n s  in  n eed  r e g a r d le s s  of t h e i r  t a le n ts .  A d m in is t r a ­
t o r s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  p ro je c t  o p e ra t io n s  sough t th e  m o s t  c a p ab le  
w o r k e r s  r e g a r d le s s  of t h e i r  f in a n c ia l  n e e d s . 34
H opkins u n d e rs to o d  th e  d iff ic u lty  of lim it in g  e m p lo y m en t 
o p p o r tu n itie s  to  th o se  on th e  r e l i e f  r o l l s .  Som e v e ry  needy  p e rs o n s  
w e re  u n e m p lo y e d  b u t had  n o t r e g i s te r e d  f o r  r e l i e f  p a y m e n ts . T hey  
had  s tru g g le d  to  s ta y  off th e  r e l i e f  r o l l s  b e c a u s e  th e  "d o le "  w as  
p e rs o n a l ly  d i s ta s te f u l .  O th e rs  h a d  le f t  th e  r e l i e f  r o l l s  to  find
3 3 j jo w ard > The WPA and  F e d e r a l  R e l ie f  P o lic y , 24 6 -4 7 .
34Ib id .
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t e m p o r a r y  em p lo y m en t. L im itin g  em p lo y m en t e lig ib ility  to  th o se  on 
r e l i e f  th u s  d isq u a lif ie d  m an y  who w e re  n e e d y  b u t n o t on r e l i e f .
H opkins, a s  e a r ly  a s  N o v em b er 15, 1933, s a id , "We a r e  lic k e d  b e fo re  
we s ta r t  i f  th is  i s  confined  e n ti r e ly  to  th e  r e l i e f  ro l ls .  I t  i s  te l l in g  
e v e ry  m an  u n em p lo y ed . . . w ho fough t th is  b a t t l e  th ro u g h  f ro m  th e  
beg in n in g  on h is  own, th a t  he h a s  to  g e t on th e  r e l i e f  r o l l s  b e fo re  he 
can  ge t a  jo b . 1,33
D e sp ite  H o p k in s ' o b jec tio n s  th e  d e c is io n  w as m ade to  r e s t r i c t  
em p lo y m en t to  th o se  who h a d  b e e n  on r e l i e f .  A c c o rd in g ly , he o rd e re d  
th a t  i n i t ia l  c o n s id e ra t io n  b e  g iven  o n ly  to  p e rs o n s  on the r e l i e f  r o l ls  
p r io r  to  M ay 1, 1 9 3 5 .^  T h is  d e c is io n  w as p a r t ic u la r ly  re s e n te d  by 
m an y  of th e  d isq u a lif ie d . T h is  p o lic y  se em e d  to  re w a rd  th e  le a s t  
d i lig e n t and  to  p u n ish  the  m o s t  r e s o u r c e fu l .  T he d isq u a lif ied  ten d ed  
to  co n d em n  th e m s e lv e s  fo r  th e i r  e f fo r ts  an d  concluded  th a t  re s ig n a tio n  
r a th e r  th a n  r e s i s ta n c e  to  t h e i r  fa te  w as th e  p o lic y  fav o re d  b y  th e  
f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t. ^ ^
The n a tu r e  of th e  p ro g ra m  a s  a w o rk  a g e n cy  m ean t th a t
^^M acm ah o n , M ille t t ,  and  O gden, The A d m in is tra tio n  of 
F e d e ra l  W o rk  R e l ie f , 35 .
3 ^ H en ry  A ls b e rg  to  L y le  Saxon, N o v em b er 9, 1935, F W P -L a . 
H opkins l a t e r  s e t  d a te s  su b seq u e n t to  th is  one.
^ O l i v e r  M. T h o m aso n  to  L y le  Saxon, M arch  3, 1936, ib id .
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c o n s id e ra t io n  a ls o  had  to  b e  g iven  to  th e  q u a lity  of th e  f in ish ed  
p ro d u c tio n s . S ince th e  te c h n ic a l  p ro fic ie n c y  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  em ploy ing  
l a r g e  n u m b e rs  of w o rk e r s  w as n o t a v a ila b le  e x c lu s iv e ly  am ong r e l ie f  
p e rs o n s ,  p ro v is io n s  had to  be m ad e  fo r  h i r in g  sk ille d  n o n - re l ie f  
in d iv id u a ls . T h is  w as ach ie v e d  b y  e x em p tin g  f ro m  ten  to  tw en ty -f iv e  
p e r  cen t of the  quota of w o rk e r s  f ro m  th e  r e l i e f  r e q u i r e m e n t .3 ®
The n eed y  w o rk e r ,  d isq u a lif ie d  f o r  em p lo y m en t, re s e n te d  
th is  re g u la tio n . The g o v e rn m en t h ire d  w o rk e rs  f ro m  the  p r iv a te  
s e c to r  who did n o t need  r e l i e f  w o rk , w h ile  i t  d isq u a lif ied  m any  who 
n eed ed  to  w o rk  but co u ld  n o t  o b ta in  p r iv a te  e m p lo y m en t. To th e  
u n em p lo y ed , th is  se em e d  an  a b s u rd  w ay  to  o p e ra te  a r e l ie f  p ro g ra m . 
They  a ls o  d is lik e d  th e  sc h e m e s  d e v ise d  to  in c r e a s e  n o n - re l ie f  q u o tas . 
W hen W ash ing ton  o ffic ia ls  in c re a s e d  th e  p ro p o rt io n  of c e r t if ie d  
w o rk e r s ,  som e lo ca l a u th o r i tie s  got a ro u n d  th is  r e q u ire m e n t b y  
c e rt ify in g  p re v io u s ly  n o n -c e r tif ie d  w o rk e r s  ev en  th o u g h  no change 
o c c u rre d  in  th e i r  f in a n c ia l s itu a tio n . L o ca l o ffic ia ls  a ls o  n e g a te d  th e  
in te n t of th e  ru lin g  b y  d e c re a s in g  the  n u m b e r  of n o n -c e r ti f ie d
3 ®Jacob B a k e r  to  S ta te  D ire c to rs  of th e  F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s 1 
P r o je c t ,  D e c e m b e r  6, 1935, ib id . A u th o r ity  fo r  th e  a d ju s tm e n t 
of n o n - r e l ie f  q u o tas  w as  b a se d  on E x e c u tiv e  O rd e r  No. 7046 of 
M ay 20 , 1935, and  on  A d m in is tra t iv e  O rd e r  No. 35 , N o vem ber 26, 
1935, of th e  W orks P r o g r e s s  A d m in is tra t io n .
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w o r k e r s .  ^9 T h e se  c irc u m v e n tio n s  o f th e  quo ta  re g u la tio n  ended in  
J u ly , 1939. W ash ing ton  a d m in is t r a to r s  r e q u i r e d  lo c a l  a u th o r i t ie s  
to  h i re  only  c e r t if ie d  w o rk e r s ,  p ro v id e d  th e y  w e re  a v a ila b le  and  
co u ld  p e r f o r m  re q u ir e d  d u t ie s .4 ®
E m p lo y m en t o p p o r tu n itie s  on WPA p r o je c ts  w e re  a ls o  
le s s e n e d  by  th e  r e q u ire m e n t p e rta in in g  to  r e la t iv e  need . T he 
a p p lic a n t had  to  be  c e r t if ie d  a s  b e in g  in  g r e a t e r  n eed  th an  o th e r  
a p p lic a n ts  b e fo re  he could  b e  g iven  em p lo y m en t. T h is  r e g u la tio n , 
h o w ev er, w as  m o re  p lau s ib le  in  th e o ry  th a n  in  p ra c t ic e .  D e te rm in a ­
t io n  of n e e d , m u ch  le s s  r e la tiv e  n e e d , w a s  d iff ic u lt.  P r o je c t  p la n n e r s  
r e je c te d  g ra n tin g  w ages on the  b a s is  of o n e 's  need  and a s s e t s .  T h ey  
c o n s id e re d  th is  m eth o d  c o m p lica ted  and  a ls o  m ed d le so m e  in  th e  l iv e s  
of a p p lic a n ts .  The p la n n e rs  a llow ed  e i th e r  lo c a l  o r  n a tio n a l r e l i e f  
a g e n c ie s  to  d e te rm in e  th e  n eed  of a p p lic a n ts .  41
^ C e r t i f i e d  w o rk e r s  w e re  know n a s  " r e l ie f e r s "  and  a s  
" r e l i e f - r o l l e r s .  " C e r tif ie d  em p lo y e e s  w e re  c a lle d  "p a tro n ag e  
a p p o in te e s ,"  "non - r e l ie f  e r  s ,  " " n o n - re l ie f  r o l l e r s ,  " and " te n - 
p e rc e n te r s .  "
4 0H o w ard , WPA and F e d e ra l  R e lie f  P o l ic ie s , 359.
4 lM a c m ah o n , M ille tt, and  O gden, T he A d m in is tra t io n  of 
F e d e ra l  W o rk  R e lie f , 3 8 . S e lec tio n  of th e  n e e d y  u n em p lo y ed  in  
L o u is ia n a  w a s  m ad e  b y  the  B u re a u  of In ta k e  and  C e r tif ic a tio n , a 
d iv is io n  of th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t of P u b lic  W e lfa re . The s e le c tio n  
w as m a d e  on th e  b a s is  of n eed  and em p lo y m en t p o ten tia l. E lig ib le  
p e rs o n s  w e re  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  W PA, and  i f  th e y  m e t th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  
of th e  law , su c h  a s  c it iz e n sh ip  a n d  r e s id e n c y ,  th e y  w e re  c e r t if ie d
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A n o th e r  f a c to r  l im it in g  the  ch a n ce  a  n e e d y  w o rk e r  had f o r  
o b tain ing  e m p lo y m en t on th e  W PA w a s  th e  re g u la tio n  p e rta in in g  to  
h is  fu tu re  e m p lo y m en t o p p o rtu n ity . To b e  e lig ib le  fo r  WPA w o rk  
th e  a p p lic a n t  m u s t  have  had  t ra in in g  th a t  q u a lif ie d  h im  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
job on a  p r o je c t .  T h u s h is  p re v io u s  w o rk  e x p e rie n c e  a s  w e ll a s  h is  
r e la t iv e  n e e d  a n d  fu tu re  em p lo y m en t o p p o r tu n ity  h a d  to  b e  c o n s id e re d  
b e fo re  he could  be a s s ig n e d  to  w o rk  on th e  W PA .
C r i t i c is m s  w e re  m ad e  th a t  c e r ta in  W PA w o r k e r s ,  e s p e c ia lly  
a c to r s ,  a r t i s t s ,  m u s ic ia n s ,  an d  w r i te r s ,  had no  p re v io u s  w o rk  
e x p e rie n c e  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c tiv e  f ie ld s .  Som e w ho d id  co u ld  not ex p e c t 
to  e a rn  t h e i r  l iv in g  in  th e  fu tu r e  f ro m  th e i r  p ro fe s s io n .  M u s ic ian s , 
fo r  e x a m p le , who p lay ed  in  c e r ta in  b an d s  w e re  c o n s id e re d  to  b e  
p e rm a n e n tly  d isp la c e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  of tec h n o lo g ic a l d e v e lo p m e n ts  
su ch  a s  r e c o r d e d  sound , th u s  end ing  th e  g r e a t  d em and  f o r  liv e  b a n d s . 
A ny w o rk  p r o g ra m  d e s ig n e d  to  u t i l iz e  t h e i r  ta le n ts  would m is u s e  
c o n g re s s io n a l  fu n d s. Som e a r t i s t s ,  w r i t e r s ,  an d  a c to r s  w e re  
c o n s id e re d  to  h av e  m o re  a s p ir a t io n  th a n  ta le n t ,  an d  th u s  could  n e v e r  
be  ex p ected  to  e a rn  a liv in g  in  th e  c o m p e titiv e  p ro fe s s io n a l  w o r ld .42
O p p o rtu n itie s  f o r  m ean in g fu l em p lo y m en t on th e  WPA w e re
and p laced  on th e  "a w a itin g  a s s ig n m e n t l i s t ,  " pend ing  su c h  t im e  a s  
su ita b le  W PA jo b s  cou ld  be found fo r  th e m  w ith in  th e  lim ita tio n  of 
the  s ta te  q uo ta.
4 2 H o w ard , WPA F e d e r a l  R e l ie f  P o l ic y , 239.
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r e d u c e d  b y  o th e r  f a c to r s  a s  w e ll.  S ince  re te n tio n  of w o rk e r s  b y  th e
W PA w a s  th e o r e t ic a l ly  b a s e d  on th e  e s t im a tio n  of th e i r  o p p o rtu n ity
to  m ak e  i t  on  t h e i r  own in  th e  c a p ita l is t ic  sy s te m , th e  m o s t  ta le n te d
w o r k e r s  w e r e  o ften  th e  f i r s t  o n es  r e l e a s e d ,  s in c e  m an y  of th e m
o b ta in e d  p r iv a te  e m p lo y m en t, th e  l e a s t  u se fu l o n es  the  lo n g e s t
re ta in e d .  T h is  d e v e lo p m en t c a u se d  m a jo r  p ro b le m s  fo r  th e  W PA.
C re a tio n  of b o o k s , b r id g e s ,  an d  b u ild in g s  r e q u ir e d  s ta n d a rd s ,  w ith o u t
r e f e r e n c e  to  who p ro d u ce d  th e m . No one w an ted  w o rk  so  p o o r ly  done
a s  to  b e  u n d e s ir a b le  once c o m p l e t e d .^
O p ponen ts  of th e  W PA w e re  a lw a y s  r e a d y  to  c o m p la in  abou t
th e  q u a li ty  of r e l i e f  w o rk . W hen th e  WPA sough t to  r a i s e  th e  s ta n d a rd s
of w o rk  b y  r e ta in in g  th e  m o st q u a lif ie d  w o r k e r s ,  c r i t i c s  co m p la in ed
44th a t  w o rk  r a th e r  th an  r e l i e f  w a s  e m p h a s iz e d . R e l ie f  p ro g ra m s  
b e fo re  th e  W P A , h o w ev er, w e re  c r i t ic iz e d  f o r  giv ing  th e  sam e  job 
and  p ay  to  e a ch  p e rs o n  r e g a r d le s s  of h is  p re v io u s  tra in in g .  L a rg e ly  
b e c a u s e  of th e  in e q u it ie s  of such  p r o g ra m s ,  WPA o f f ic ia ls  sough t to  
im p ro v e  th e  s y s te m  of a s s ig n m e n t. Som e p e rs o n s  se e m e d  to  o b jec t 
m o re  to  th e  p r in c ip le  of g o v e rn m e n t w o rk  r e l i e f  p ro g ra m s  th an  th e y
43Ib id . , 248.
4 4Ib id . , 247.
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did to  th e  q u a li ty  of r e l i e f  w o rk . 4 ^
The W PA w as r e q u ir e d  b y  law  to m ake  p e r io d ic a l  s tu d ie s  of 
the  f in a n c ia l  co n d itio n s  of e a ch  p r o je c t  w age e a r n e r  to  s e e  i f  h e  
re m a in e d  e lig ib le  fo r  r e l i e f  em p lo y m en t. He w a s  r e le a s e d  f ro m  
em p lo y m en t if  th e  re v ie w e r  le a rn e d  th a t  th e  w o rk e r  h a d  enough 
p r iv a te  in co m e  to d isq u a lify  h im  f ro m  r e l ie f  e lig ib il ity .  If the  
w o rk e r  co n c ea le d  p r iv a te  in co m e  w hen ap p ly ing  fo r  r e l i e f ,  h e  w as 
s u b je c t to  c r im in a l  p ro se c u tio n  f o r  r e c e iv in g  m o n ey  u n d e r  fa ls e  
p r e te n s e s .  4 ^
By 1939 th e  W PA w as a ls o  re q u ir e d  by  law  to  d ro p  f ro m  i ts  
r o l l s  a l l  r e l i e f  w o rk e r s  who had  b e e n  c o n tin u o u s ly  em ployed  fo r  
e ig h te e n  o r  m o re  m o n th s . They could no t be r e c o n s id e re d  u n til  
a f t e r  a n  e x p ira tio n  of t h i r ty  d a y s , an d  th en  only  w hen r e c e r t i f i e d  a s  
in  n e e d . T h is  r e q u ir e m e n t  had d i s a s t ro u s  r e s u l t s  fo r  th e  c u ltu ra l  
p r o je c ts .  Som e of th e  m o s t  e x p e rie n c e d  and v a lu a b le  w o rk e r s  w ere  
r e le a s e d  w hen  th e y  w e re  m o s t  n e e d ed  fo r  th e  c o m p le tio n  of p ro je c ts .  
No one cou ld  r e a l ly  r e p la c e  a  w r i te r  w ho had sp en t y e a r s  p re p a r in g  a 
b ook  f o r  p u b lic a tio n , o r  an  a c to r  a t  th e  t im e  a  p la y  w as  sch ed u led
45J a m e s  H. C ru tc h e r ,  "W ork  P r o je c t s  A d m in is tra t io n  of 
L o u is ia n a "  (an a d d r e s s  d e liv e re d  to  sp o n s o rs  a n d  p ub lic  o ff ic ia ls ,  
n . d . , bu t a p p a re n tly  M a rc h , 1940), 5, F W P -L a .
4 6Ib id . , 6 -7 .
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f o r  p e rfo rm a n c e .
R e lie f  w o rk e rs  w ere  a ls o  r e q u i r e d  b y  law  to a c c e p t  p r iv a te  
em p lo y m en t w hen the  o p p o rtu n ity  a r o s e ,  p ro v id in g  w ork ing  co n d itio n s  
w e re  r e a s o n a b le , th e  pay  s im ila r ,  and  th e  w o rk  in  keep ing  w ith  th e i r  
t ra in in g .  F o r  a p e r io d  of s ix  m o n th s  a f t e r  leav in g  th e  p ro je c t  th e  
f o rm e r  W PA em p lo y ee  w as given p re fe re n c e  fo r  r e - a s s ig n m e n t ,  if 
h e  w as s t i l l  in  need , the  p ro je c t  s t i l l  e x is te d , an d  an  opening f o r  
h im  w a s a v a ila b le . In so m e in s ta n c e s  th e  WPA w o rk e r  would have 
b e e n  b e t t e r  off re fu s in g  p r iv a te  em p lo y m en t. E m p lo y e rs  could
r e l e a s e  h im  a t a t im e  w hen r e -e m p lo y m e n t on th e  WPA w as not
. . .  48p o s s ib le .
T he p ro d u c tiv ity  and q u a lity  of w o rk  by WPA em p lo y ees  
w as  f re q u e n tly  co m p a re d  to  th a t  p e rfo rm e d  by  non-W P A  w o rk e r s .
Such c o m p a r is o n s  w e re  not e n tire ly  f a i r  due to  the  p e c u lia r  n a tu re  
of th e  W PA a s  a  w o rk -a n d - re l ie f  o rg a n iz a tio n . They w e re  even  
m o re  u n re a s o n a b le  due to  the  n a tu re  of th e  g o v e rn m e n t a s  a s e rv ic e -  
r e n d e r in g  r a th e r  th an  a p ro f i t- s e e k in g  in s t itu t io n . Yet, WPA c r i t ic s  
c o m p la in e d  th a t  th e  w o rk  done by th e  r e l i e f  p ro g ra m  w as in fe r io r  to  
th a t  done e lse w h e re . J u s t  how v a lid  w a s  the  c o m p a riso n ?
4 ^Ibid . V e te ra n s  w e re  ex em p t f ro m  th e  e ig h teen  m onths
ru lin g .
4 8Ib id .
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P r iv a te  e m p lo y e rs  r e c r u ite d  w o rk e r s  to  p e r f o r m  p a r t i c u la r  
jo b s ;  th e  WPA c re a te d  jo b s  to  u t il iz e  th e  ta le n ts  of p a r t i c u la r  w o rk e r s .  
P r iv a te  e m p lo y e rs  re ta in e d  th e  m o s t  ta le n te d  w o r k e r s  f o r  a s  long  a s  
i t  w as  p ro fita b le ; th e  W PA h ire d  w o rk e rs  .b ec a u se  t h e i r  p r iv a te  
em p lo y m en t w as  n o t p ro f i ta b le . P r iv a te  e m p lo y e rs  h ad  a con tin u o u s 
t r a in e d  w o rk  f o rc e  w h ic h  i t  sought to  re ta in ;  th e  WPA often  had to  
t r a i n  i t s  e m p lo y e e s  f o r  t e m p o ra ry  em p lo y m en t and  r e le a s e  th e m  a s  
soon  a s  p o s s ib le .  P r iv a te  e m p lo y e rs  k ep t on ly  th e  m o s t  p ro d u ctiv e  
w o rk e r s ;  th e  W PA h ire d  w o rk e rs  on th e  b a s is  of th e i r  need  m o re  th an  
th e i r  a b il i ty .
P r iv a te  e m p lo y e rs  u se d  the  n u m b e r  of w o rk e r s  th e y  needed  
to  p e r f o r m  a job ; th e  WPA ob tained  th e  n u m b er of w o r k e r s  th a t  th e  
q u o tas  a llo w ed . T h e s e  n u m b e rs  f re q u e n tly  w e re  in ad e q u a te  fo r  
e ff ic ie n t and ra p id  p ro d u c tio n s . P r iv a te  e m p lo y e rs  ad o p ted  p o lic ie s  
b e n e fitin g  th e m  r a th e r  th an  th e  g o v ern m en t; the  W PA im p le m e n te d  
p o lic ie s  th a t  would u l tim a te ly  a id  p r iv a te  e m p lo y e rs .  P r iv a te  
e m p lo y e rs  h i re d  th e  few e s t n u m b er of p eop le  p o ss ib le  on n o n - ro ta tin g  
jo b s ;  th e  W PA ro ta te d  em p lo y e e s  in  o rd e r  to  g ive so m e  w o rk  to  th e  
m ax im u m  n u m b er  of p eo p le . P r iv a te  e m p lo y e rs  e x p e c te d  w o rk e r s  
to  go w h e re  th e  w o rk  w as; s in c e  th e y  w e re  n o t e x p e c te d  to  m ove a s  
a  co n d itio n  fo r  e m p lo y m en t, th e  WPA had to  m ak e  w o rk  w h e re  the  
w o r k e r s  w e re . P r iv a te  e m p lo y e rs  h i re d  w o r k e r s  in  t h e i r  m o s t
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p ro d u c tiv e  y e a r s ;  th e  WPA h ire d  p e rs o n s  e ig h te e n  y e a r s  o ld an d  o ld e r ,  
r e g a r d le s s  of t h e i r  p ro d u c tiv e  a b i l i t i e s .  P r iv a te  e m p lo y e rs  so u g h t 
w o r k e r s  on th e  b a s is  of t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  td le n ts ;  th e  WPA h ire d  w o rk e r s  
on  th e  b a s is  of th e i r  r e la t iv e  n e e d s .  P r iv a t e  e m p lo y e rs  p a id  t h e i r  
e m p lo y e e s  a m o u n ts  n eed ed  to  o b ta in  and  r e t a in  t h e i r  s e rv ic e s ;  th e  
W PA p aid  e m p lo y e e s  am o u n ts  s lig h tly  above r e l i e f  p a y m e n ts  b u t  be lo w  
p r iv a te  w a g e s . Som e p r iv a te  e m p lo y e e s  h ad  r e la t iv e  a s s u r a n c e  of w o rk  
fo r  th e  l i f e  of t h e i r  co m p an y  o r  th e  c o m p le tio n  of p ro je c ts ;  WPA 
e m p lo y e e s  w e re  n e v e r  s u re  t h e i r  p r o g ra m s  w ould  b e  funded f ro m  one 
m onth  to  th e  n e x t. T h is  m ea n t th a t  W PA a d m in is t r a to r s  w e re  n e v e r  
c e r ta in  of th e  f u tu re  of th e i r  w o rk , b u t had to  w o rk  a s  if t h e i r  p r o je c ts  
h ad  a  f u t u r e . ^  P r iv a te  w o rk e r s  had  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f e a rn in g  e x tra  
p ay  f o r  o v e r t im e ; WPA em p lo y e e s  had  th e  p o s s ib i li ty  of o v e r t im e  w o rk  
w ith o u t p ay , b u t w ith  su b seq u en t t im e  off a s  c o m p e n sa tio n .
^ 9 ja m e s  h . C ru tc h e r ,  A d m in is tr a to r  o f th e  W o rk s P r o g re s s  
A d m in is tra t io n  of L o u is ia n a , w ro te  to  Jaco b  B a k e r ,  A s s is ta n t  
A d m in is tr a to r  of th e  W o rk s P r o g r e s s  A d m in is tra t io n :  " I  h av e  no id e a  
a s  to  w h a t th e  fu tu re  h a s  in  s to re  f o r  th e  p ro g ra m  in  th is  S ta te . . .1  do 
hope  th a t  so m e w h ere  in  th e  p r o g ra m , p ro v is io n  w ill  b e  m ad e  f o r  a 
c o n tin u an ce  of F e d e ra l  P r o je c t  #1 d u r in g  th e  e n su in g  y e a r .  " J .  H. 
C ru tc h e r  to  Jaco b  B a k e r ,  A p r i l  28 , 1936, ib id . L y le  Saxon, D ir e c to r  
of th e  F e d e ra l  W r i t e r 's  P r o je c t s  in  L o u is ia n a , a ls o  e x p re s s e d  in  h is  
c o rre s p o n d e n c e  u n c e r ta in ty  a b o u t th e  fu tu r e  of h is  p r o je c ts .
^ T h e s e  o b s e rv a tio n s  a r e  m ad e  on th e  b a s is  of ex am in in g  
N A ,R G  69 , a s  th e y  p e r ta in e d  to  L o u is ia n a , and  on th e  g e n e ra l d i s ­
c u s s io n  of H o w ard , WPA an d  F e d e r a l  R e lie f  P o l ic y ; and  M acm ahon , 
M il le t t ,  and  O gden, The A d m in is tr a t io n  of F e d e r a l  W ork  R e lie f .
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T he id e a  th a t  w h i te - c o lla r  a s  w e ll  a s  b lu e - c o l la r  l a b o r e r s  
d e s e rv e d  w o rk  in  t im e  of n e e d , and  th e  r e a l iz a t io n  th a t  so c ie ty  would 
b e n e fit  f ro m  th e i r  e m p lo y m en t, w a s  n o t e n t i r e ly  n ew  in  1935,
E a r l i e r  th e  T r e a s u r y  D e p a r tm e n t a n d  th e  C iv il W o rk s  A d m in is tra t io n  
p ro v id e d  fu n d s to  em p lo y  p ro fe s s io n a l  a r t i s t s  to  im p ro v e  the  a p p e a r ­
a n c e  o f p u b lic  b u ild in g s . In  a d d itio n  to  th is  p ro g ra m  fo r a r t i s t s ,  th e  
C iv il  W o rk s A d m in is tr a t io n  an d  th e  F e d e ra l  E m e rg e n c y  R e lie f  
A d m in is tr a t io n  c r e a te d  a  few  s m a ll  p r o je c ts  fo r  f in a n c ia l ly  need y  
w r i te r s  and  m u s ic ia n s .  A lthough  th e  CWA e m p lo y ed  but 3, 000 w r i te r s  
an d  a r t i s t s  on  i t s  4 ,2 6 4 ,  000 w o rk  f o rc e ,  so m e  c r i t i c s  opposed even  
th is  s m a l l  n u m b e r .  H opkins r e p l ie d  to  t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m s  b y  saying: 
"H ell! T h e y 'v e  g o t to  e a t  ju s t  l ik e  o th e r  p eo p le .
P e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  H opkins r e a l iz e d  th a t  a r t i s t s  had to  e a t,  
h e  i n s i s te d  f ro m  t h e i r  b e g in n in g  th a t  th e  W PA w h i te - c o lla r  p r o je c ts  
b e  d es ig n ed  to  p ro v id e  r e l i e f  f i r s t  an d  a r t i s t i c a l l y  u se fu l p ro g ra m s  
se co n d . F o r  a r t i s t s ,  th e  end p ro d u c t  of W PA p la n n e r s  w as 
" F e d e ra l  O ne. " A lso  know n a s  " F e d e ra l  P r o je c t  No. 1" and  a s  th e  
" F o u r  A r t s  P r o je c t s ,  " F e d e ra l  One w as p lac e d  w ith in  the  D iv isio n  
of P r o fe s s io n a l  and  S e rv ic e  P r o je c t s  on S e p te m b e r  12, 1935. The
^ J e r r e  M an g io n e , T he D re a m  a n d  th e  D eal: T he F e d e ra l  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t ,  1935-1943 (B o sto n , 1972), 4.
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p r o g ra m  w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  p ro v id e  em p lo y m en t f o r  a r t i s t s ,  a c to r s ,  
m u s ic ia n s ,  and  w r i te r s  on lo c a l  r e l i e f  r o l l s .  ^
A s i f  f u r th e r  to  d w a rf  th e  d im in u itiv e  a r t i s t i c  p r o je c ts  
w ith in  th e  c o lo s s a l  W PA , f iv e  o th e r  fe d e ra l ly  sp o n so re d  p ro je c ts  
w e re  c re a te d  w ith in  the  D iv isio n  of P r o fe s s io n a l  an d  S e rv ic e  p r o je c ts .  
T h ese  w e re : F e d e ra l  P r o je c t  No. 2 , H is to r ic  A m e ric a n  B uild ing  
S urvey ; F e d e r a l  P r o je c t  No. 3 , S ta ffing  of S ta te  P lan n in g  B o a rd s ;  
F e d e r a l  P r o je c t  No. 4, S u rv ey  of F e d e ra l  A rc h iv e s ;  F e d e ra l  P r o je c t  
No. 5 , In sp e c tio n  of P lu m b in g  In s ta lla tio n s ;  and  F e d e ra l  P r o je c t  No. 6, 
H is to r ic  A m e ric a n  M e rc h a n t  M a rin e  S u rv ey . 53
T h e se  p ro je c ts  w e re  of s h o r t  d u ra tio n . C r i t i c s  co m p la in ed  
th a t  th e s e  f e d e r a l ly  sp o n so re d  p ro je c ts  b e n e fite d  th e  s ta te s  m o re  
th an  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t. A s a  r e s u l t  of th e s e  c o m p la in ts  a ll  
f e d e ra l ly  s p o n so re d  p r o je c ts ,  w ith  the  ex cep tio n  of F e d e ra l  P ro je c t  
No. 1, w e re  a b o lish e d  a s  of Ju n e  30 , 1937. W hen th is  a b o litio n  
o c c u rre d  the  S u rv e y  of F e d e r a l  A rc h iv e s  s ta f f  w as te m p o r a r i ly
^ F r a n c e s  T . B o u rn e  (com p. ), " P r e l im in a ry  C h e c k lis t  of 
th e  C e n tra l  C o r re s p o n d e n c e  F i le s  of WPA and  i t s  P r e d e c e s s o r s ,  
1 9 3 3 -1 9 4 4 ,"  (M arch , 1946), F W P -L a . T h e  H is to r ic a l  R e c o rd s  
S u rv ey  w a s  a p a r t  of th e  F e d e ra l  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  u n til  O c to b e r,
1936, w hen i t  w as s e t  up  a s  a n  in d ep en d en t u n it.
53Ib id . , 61.
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t r a n s f e r r e d  to  the  H is to r ic a l  R e c o rd s  S u rv ey  P r o je c t s  until new  s ta te  
p r o je c ts  cou ld  be  ap p ro v ed  in  an  a d m in is t r a t iv e  change f ro m  f e d e ra l  
to  3 ta te  sp o n s o rs h ip . H ow ever, even  F e d e ra l  P r o je c t  No. 1 w as 
te r m in a te d  on  Ju n e  30 , 1939, w hen C o n g re s s  re q u ir e d  s ta te s  r a th e r  
th an  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t to  s e rv e  a s  s p o n s o r  of th e se  p ro je c ts .® ^  
Som e m e m b e rs  of C o n g re s s  w e re  co n v in ced  th a t  th e  F e d e ra l  T h e a te r  
P r o je c t  w a s  d o m in a ted  by  C o m m u n is ts . T h ey  k i lle d  th is  p ro je c t  in  
Ju ly , 1939. 57
T he g e n e ra l  d e m ise  of f e d e r a l ly  sp o n so re d  c u ltu ra l  p ro je c ts  
did n o t s u r p r i s e  m an y  p e rs o n s  in  1939. S e v e ra l  s ig n s  e x is te d  
in d ic a tin g  th a t  C o n g re s s  would k i l l  F e d e ra l  One a s  soon a s  the  
P r e s id e n t  la c k e d  su ffic ie n t p o litic a l in flu e n ce  to  su s ta in  i t .  H is 
u n s u c c e s s fu l  e f fo r ts  to  p ack  th e  S u p rem e  C o u rt, to  reo rg a n iz e  th e  
a d m in is t r a t iv e  s tr u c tu r e  of th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t, and  to  d e fea t 
c e r ta in  c o n g re s s m e n  in th e  e le c tio n  of 1938 a l l  ev idenced  a  r e a s s e r ­
tio n  of c o n g re s s io n a l  in d ep en d en ce . W ith  th e  a p p ro a c h  of w a r  in  
1939, ca m e  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  of C o n g re s s  to  r e o rg a n iz e  th e  W PA.
The w o rk  of th e  w h ite  c o lla r  p ro je c ts  w as  m o re  c lo s e ly  co o rd in a te d
^ B o u r n e  (co m p .), " P r e l im in a ry  C h e c k lis t, " 64 . B e fo re  
1939, th e  WPA se rv e d  a s  sp o n so r  of th e  A r t  P r o je c t s ,  w ith  s ta te  o r  
lo c a l  p ub lic  a g e n c ie s  o r  p r iv a te  in s t itu t io n s  a s  c o -s p o n s o r s .
^ 7Ja n e  D eH art M athew s, The F e d e ra l  T h e a tre ,  1935-1939: 
P la y s , R e lie f ,  and P o l i t ic s  (P rin c e to n , 1967), 198ff.
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•with th e  w a r  e ffo r t.  Tw o new  p ro je c ts  w e re  c re a te d ,  th e  W ar 
S e rv ic e s  P r o je c t  and  th e  D e fe n se , H e a lth , a n d  W e lfa re  P r o je c t .
W ith in  th e  W ar S e rv ic e  P r o je c t  w e re  p la c e d  th e  p ro je c ts  of a r t ,  
r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  r e c o r d s .  T h ey  o p e ra te d  on a re d u c e d  s c a le  u n til  
the  end of th e  W P A .58
On D e c e m b e r  4 , 1942, P r e s id e n t  R o o se v e lt  o rd e re d  th e  
liq u id a tio n  of th e  W PA, g ran tin g  i t  two m o n th s  in  w h ich  to  c e a s e  a ll  
o p e ra tio n . T h is  o r d e r  w a s  b u t th e  d e a th  of an  o rg a n iz a tio n  c r i t ic a l ly  
i ll  s in c e  1939. s in ce  a f t e r  th is  d a te  m o st c re a t iv e  life  w as  gone 
f ro m  th e  c u ltu ra l  p r o je c ts .  B e tw een  i t s  c re a t io n  an d  i t s  d e m ise , 
h o w ev er, F e d e ra l  One had  a  r ic h ly  v a r ie d  h is to ry .  L o u is ia n a  o ffe rs  
one such  v a r ia tio n .
^ B o u r n e  (co m p .) , " P r e l im in a ry  C h e c k lis t ,  11 64 .
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CH A PT ER  n
LAUNCHING TH E F E D E R A L  W R ITER S1 P R O JE C T S  
IN LOUISIANA
W o rk s P r o g r e s s  A d m in is tr a to r  H a r r y  H opk ins sough t and 
found c a p ab le  d i r e c to r s  to  h e a d  th e  c u ltu r a l  p r o je c ts .  H o lg e r  C ah ill 
a g re e d  to  d i r e c t  th e  A r t  P r o je c t .  A s a n  a u th o r i ty  on  A m e ric a n  fo lk  
a r t ,  h e  h a d  b e e n  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  New Y o rk  M u seu m  of M o d ern  
A r t  and  w ith  th e  N e w a rk , New J e r s e y ,  M useum . H ead ing  th e  M usic  
P r o je c t  w a s  N ik o la i Sokoloff, w ell-k n o w n  co n d u c to r  of th e  C lev e lan d  
Sym phony O r c h e s tr a  f ro m  1918 to  1933. One of th e  m o s t  c o lo rfu l  
and  c o n tro v e rs ia l  d i r e c to r s  w a s  H a llie  F la n a g a n . H opk ins knew  of 
h e r  w o rk  in  e x p e r im e n ta l  th e a te r  an d  a s k e d  h e r  to  d i r e c t  the  T h e a te r  
P r o je c t .  1
S e lec tin g  a  c a p ab le  d i r e c to r  of th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s  w as 
a n  e a sy  t a s k  fo r  H o p k in s . He p ick ed  f if ty - s e v e n  y e a r  o ld H en ry  
A ls b e rg  of New Y o rk . A ls b e rg  w as  c e r ta in ly  q u a lif ie d  b y  p a s t  
e x p e r ie n c e  to  d i r e c t  th e  w r i t e r s '  p ro g ra m . He w a s  a  g ra d u a te  of 
C o lum bia  U n iv e rs i ty  f ro m  w hich  he re c e iv e d  th e  d e g re e s  of A. B.
^M angione, The D re a m  an d  th e  D e a l , 53.
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an d  L L .B ^  He s p u m e d  th e  p r a c t ic e  of law  in  f a v o r  o f a  j o u rn a l is m  
c a r e e r .  F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  h e  w a s  one of th e  e d ito r s  of The E ven ing  
P o s t .  New Y o rk  C ity . F o r  tw o y e a r s  d u r in g  W o rld  W ar I  h e  se rv e d  
a s  s e c r e ta r y  to  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  .A m b assad o r to  T u rk e y , A b ra m  I. 
E lk u s . A f te r  th e  w a r  h e  r e s u m e d  h i s  jo u rn a l is m  c a r e e r  by  w ork ing  
a s  a  fo re ig n  c o rr e s p o n d e n t  in  E u ro p e . He c o n tr ib u te d  a r t i c l e s  to  
s e v e r a l  A m e ric a n  an d  E n g lis h  n e w s p a p e rs  a n d  p e r io d ic a l s ,  su c h  a s  
th e  New Y o rk  T im e s , th e  New Y ork  W o rld , th e  N a tio n , and  th e  London 
D a ily  H e ra ld . He a ls o  d id  r e l i e f  w o rk  in  R u s s ia  a s  d i r e c to r  of an 
A m e r ic a n  o rg a n iz a tio n  p ro v id in g  fam in e  r e l i e f .
A ls b e rg ,  fo llow ing  h i s  to u r  a s  a  fo re ig n  c o rr e s p o n d e n t,  
r e tu rn e d  to  th e  U nited  S ta te s  and  b e c a m e  d i r e c to r  of th e  P ro v in c e to w n  
T h e a te r  in  th e  G re e n w ic h  V illag e  se c tio n  of New Y o rk  C ity . W hen 
R o o se v e lt  f i r s t  a s su m e d  o ffice  in  1933, A ls b e rg  s e rv e d  on Ja co b  
B a k e r 's  s ta f f  a s  s u p e rv i s o r  of th e  r e p o r t s  an d  b u l le t in s  i s s u e d  by the  
F e d e r a l  E m e rg e n c y  R e lie f  A d m in is tra t io n . W hen B a k e r  b e c a m e  a  
W PA a d m in is t r a to r ,  he b ro u g h t A ls b e rg  w ith  h im  in to  th e  n a tio n a l  
a d m in is t r a t iv e  s ta ff.
B a k e r  knew  A l s b e r g 's  s tr e n g th s  and  w e a k n e s s e s .  A ls b e rg  
w a s  in n o v a tiv e , c o m p a s s io n a te ,  e x p e r ie n c e d , w id e ly - t ra v e le d ,  and  
a b le  to  d e a l  w ith  a l l  ty p e s  of p e r s o n s .  He d id , h o w e v e r , la c k  
a d m in is t r a t iv e  a b il i ty .  To m in im iz e  th is  w e a k n e s s ,  B a k e r  p laced
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n e x t  to  A ls b e rg  tw o m en  w ith  a d m in is t r a t iv e  t a le n ts .  He n am ed  
R e e d  H a r r i s ,  f o rm e r  a s s o c ia te  of A ls b e rg  in  th e  F E R A , to  be  
r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  m o s t  of th e  P r o je c t s '  a d m in is t r a t iv e  p ro b le m s .
B a k e r  a sk ed  G eo rg e  W. C ro n y n , f o r m e r  E n g lis h  p ro fe s s o r  a t  the  
U n iv e rs i ty  of M o n tan a , to  b e  in  c h a rg e  of e d ito r ia l  m a t te r s .
A s s o c ia te  D i r e c to r  C ro n y n  h ad  w r i t te n  p lay s  an d  boo k s. ^
M o re  th a n  th e  ap p o in tm en t of a  n a tio n a l  s ta ff  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  
fo r  a  s u c c e s s fu l  lau n c h in g  of th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s .  P r o g r a m  p la n n e rs  
h ad  to  d e c id e  w h a t k ind of w r i t e r s '  p ro g ra m  to  im p le m e n t.  S e v e ra l 
p ro p o s a ls  w e re  c o n s id e re d , b u t  th e  p ro sp e c tu s  w r i tte n  b y  M rs .  
K a th e rin e  K e llo ck  and  C la i r  L an in g  w a s  th e  one f in a lly  a d o p te d .
S in ce  th e  U nited  S ta te s  d id  n o t have a  r e l i a b le  a n d  c o m p re h e n siv e  
gu id eb o o k , a s  E u ro p e  h a d  w ith  th e  B a e d e k e r , w h i te - c o lla r  w o r k e r s  
su c h  a s  w r i t e r s ,  l ib r a r i a n s ,  r e s e a r c h  w o rk e r s ,  d ra f tsm e n ,  and  
c l e r ic a l  w o r k e r s  cou ld  b e  put to  w o rk  w r itin g  gu ideb o o k s. The 
f e a s ib i l i ty  of su c h  a  p lan  b e c a m e  e v id e n t w hen C o n n e c tic u t p ro d u ced  
a  gu idebook  u n d e r  th e  a u s p ic e s  o f th e  CWA an d  F E R A . P r o g ra m  
d e s ig n e r s  su g g e s te d  th a t  th e  F W P  p r e p a r e  a n  A m e ric a n  Guide 
c o n s is t in g  of f iv e  v o lu m e s , each  one so m e  600 p a g e s  in  len g th . 3
^ B io g ra p h ic a l  m a te r ia l  on H e n ry  A ls b e rg  and  G eo rg e  W. 
C ro n y n , F W P -L a . ; M ang ione , T h e  l i r e a m  an d  th e  D eal, 4 6 -5 9 .
3 L yle  Saxon, "T h e  F e d e r a l  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  in  L o u is ia n a , " 
T he  B u lle t in  of th e  L o u is ia n a  L ib r a r y  A ss o c ia tio n , II (S e p te m b er ,
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A f te r  th e  F W P  a c ce p te d  th e  g u idebook  id e a ,  A ls b e rg 's  
s ta f f  d iv id ed  th e  U nited  S ta te s  in to  f iv e  re g io n s , on th e  b a s is  of 
to p o g ra p h ic  f e a tu re s ,  h i s to r ic a l  f a c to r s ,  and  com m on a u to m o b ile , 
r a i l ,  and  a i r  r o u te s .  T he re g io n a l a r r a n g e m e n t  a p p ro x im a te d  the 
f iv e  re g io n s  fo r  w h ich  th e  c u r r e n t  A m e ric a n  A u tom obile  A sso c ia tio n  
m a p s  w e re  p re p a re d .
The g u id es  w e re  to  b e  p r ic e d  so  th a t  p e rs o n s  of m o d e ra te  
m e a n s  cou ld  buy  one o r a ll  of th em . T h ey  w e re  to  c o n ta in  m a te r ia l  
on  " s c e n ic ,  h i s to r ic a l ,  so c io lo g ic a l, .g eo lo g ica l, c o m m e rc ia l,  and 
o th e r  m a t t e r s  of g e n e ra l  p u b lic  i n te r e s t .  " The g u id es  w ould  b e  
un ique  by  p ro v id in g  in  one s o u rc e  in fo rm a tio n  a v a ila b le  only  in  a 
n u m b e r  of w o rk s . T h ey  would give r e a d e r s  an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of 
r u r a l  and  u rb a n  A m e r ic a ,  and  th ey  would a ls o  s e rv e  a s  a co n v en ien t 
r e f e r e n c e  s o u rc e  fo r  p e rs o n s  in te r e s te d  in  t o u r s ,  s ig h t- se e in g , and 
la n d m a rk s .  ^
1938), 2; K a th leen  O 'C o n n o r M cK inzie , " W ri te r s  on R e lie f: 1935- 
1942" (P h .D . d i s s e r ta t io n ,  Ind iana  U n iv e rs ity , 1970), 2 6 -27 ; New s 
r e l e a s e  (N o v em b er 26 , 1935), in  NA, RG 69.
^ " T h e  A m e ric a n  G uide M anual: S et-U p  of F e d e ra l  W r i te r s ' 
P r o j e c t s , "  (n. d . ), F W P - L a . , 4; "Jo h n  Doe to  D ir e c t  F e d e ra l  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s  in  S ta te ,"  (O c to b e r 28, 1935), a  su g g e ste d  a r t i c l e  
on ap p o in tm en t of S ta te  F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s  D i r e c to r s ,  i b id . , 
1 -4 .
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O bv io u sly  m in d fu l th a t  so m e  A m e r ic a n s  m ig h t c h a rg e  th e  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s  w ith  com peting  a g a in s t  p r iv a te  p u b l is h e rs ,  p ro je c t  
o ffic ia ls  q u ick ly  po in ted  out th a t  th e  g u id es  su p p le m e n te d , r a th e r  
th a n  s u p e rs e d e d ,  ro a d  gu ides and  o th e r  c o m m e rc ia l  p u b lic a tio n s .
T h ey  w ould  in  f a c t ,  n o ted  th e  F W P , be of s e rv ic e  to  a l l  p r iv a te  to u r  
a g e n c ie s , p u b lic  c a r r i e r s ,  lo ca l a n d  n a tio n a l  c o n se rv a tio n  a s s o c i a ­
t io n s , c h a m b e rs  of c o m m e rc e , c iv ic  b o d ie s ,  and  r e c r e a t io n a l  c lu b s  
and  s o c ie t ie s .
P u b lic a t io n  of the  fiv e  r e g io n a l  g u id es  w ould, in  th e o ry , 
o ffe r  o th e r  b e n e f i ts  to  th e  p u b lic . The d e p re s s io n - r id d e n  to u r i s t  
t ra f f ic  could  g r e a t ly  in c re a s e :  E u ro p e a n s ,  see in g  th e  g u ides in  
th e i r  l i b r a r i e s ,  w ould  b e  so  in s p i r e d  f ro m  re a d in g  th e m  th a t  th ey  
would t r a v e l  to  th e  U nited  S ta te s . W ith  a  b e t te r  so u rc e  of in fo r m a ­
tio n  a b o u t t h e i r  co u n try , A m e ric a n s  w ould l ik e w ise  e x p lo re  th e i r  
n a tiv e  lan d . F a m il ie s  hav ing  to  m o v e  w ould  r e a d  the  g u id es  an d  th en  
se ek  to  s e t t le  in  a n  a r e a  w ith  p le a s a n t  s u r ro u n d in g s , ed u ca tio n a l 
o p p o r tu n itie s  f o r  c h ild re n , and e m p lo y m en t p o s s ib i l i t ie s  fo r  th e  
fa m ily . M e m b e rs  of h ik ing  and  n a tu re  c lu b s  could b e tte r  p lan  th e i r  
e x c u rs io n s .
S tu d en ts  a s  w e ll a s  t r a v e l e r s  w ould  b e n e fi t.  Since the  
gu id es  w ould co n ta in  h i s to r ic a l  in fo rm a tio n , s tu d e n ts  would be 
e n c o u ra g e d  to  l e a r n  m o re  abou t t h e i r  c o u n try . C om m unity  r e s id e n ts
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-would m ak e  g r e a t e r  e ffo r ts  to  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  l i t e r a r y  and  h i s to r ic  
s h r in e s  an d  to  ex p lo it  t h e i r  s c e n ic  w o n d e rs  and  n a tu r a l  a d v a n ta g e s , 
b e c a u s e  th e y  w ou ld  h av e  " th e i r  n o tab le  f e a tu re s  p re s e n te d  to  th e  
w o rld  th ro u g h  a n  a u th e n tic  p u b lic a tio n  of th e  g o v e rn m e n t.
A ls b e rg  ex p la in ed  w hy th e  g u id es  w e re  a  n e c e s s i ty  fo r  
e v e ry  A m e ric a n .  "R igh t in  y o u r own b a c k  y a rd ,  " h e  w ro te , " m a y  
b e  the  b eg in n in g  o f a t r a i l  w h ic h  en d s on a  m o u n ta in to p ; o r ,  ju s t  
a c r o s s  th e  ro a d ,  m ay  m e a n d e r  a  s m a l l  s t r e a m  w hich  would c a r r y  
y o u r  ca n o e  to  c a n a ls  and  r i v e r s ,  th ro u g h  m o u n ta in  r a v in e s  and 
m ead o w  s t r e tc h e s ,  to  so m e  in la n d  se a  o r  to  th e  v e ry  ocean  i t s e l f . "
B u t b e fo re  th e  t r a v e le r  co u ld  b eg in  h is  e x c u rs io n , he f i r s t  had to  
o v e rc o m e  h is  ig n o ra n c e  a s  to  w h e re  th e  t r a i l  o r  w a te rw a y  led . ^
T h is  h e  w ou ld  do b y  re a d in g  th e  g u id e - - o r  so r a n  th e  h o p es  of th e  
F W P .
T he F W P  lis te d  s t i l l  o th e r  b e n e f i ts  f ro m  th e  g u id es: lo c a l  
c o m m u n itie s  w o u ld , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  F W P  p la n s ,  h a v e  th e i r  t r a d i t io n s ,  
c u s to m s , and  fo lk lo re  p re s e rv e d  in  th e  g u id es . A u th o rs  em p lo y ed  on 
th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s  could  do  w h i te - c o l la r  w o rk  d i r e c t ly  r e la te d  to 
t h e i r  t a le n ts  and t ra in in g  an d  th e re b y  r e t a in  t h e i r  s e lf  r e s p e c t  and  
m o ra le .  P u b l is h e r s  w ould h av e  a  n ew  s o u rc e  of p u b lish a b le
5 Ib id .
6 "Jo h n  D o e ,"  3.
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m a te r i a l s  w ith o u t h av in g  to  f in a n c e  th e  a u th o r s  p ro d u cin g  th e m .
B o o k s to re s  w ould b e n e fi t  b y  g e ttin g  a  new  ty p e  of c u s to m e r ,  "no t th e
h a b itu a l  r e a d e r ,  b u t one w ho h ad  le a r n e d  to  d epend  upon th e  
7G u id es  f o r  v a c a tio n  p la n s . "
P la n s  th a t  f i r s t  c a lle d  f o r  f iv e  r e g io n a l  gu id es  to  b e  c o m ­
b in ed  in to  a  o n e -v o lu m e  guide of th e  n a tio n  w e re  d ro p p ed  in  fa v o r  of 
th e  p la n  to  p ro d u c e  g u id eb o o k s to  each  of th e  s ta t e s .  A s s o c j^ te  
D i r e c to r  G eo rg e  C ro n y n  f e l t  th a t  th e  f iv e  reg io n a l  and  one n a tio n a l 
p lan  w ould  c a u se  too m an y  p ro b le m s .  S ta te s  w ould b ic k e r  o v e r  how  
th e y  w e re  g ro u p ed  and  o v e r  th e  a m o u n t of s p a ce  g iven  to  e a ch  s ta te  
an d  c ity . C ro n y n  u rg e d  ad o p tio n  of a p lan  th a t  w ould  p ro d u ce  a 
gu id eb o o k  f o r  e a c h  s ta te  and  f o r  c e r ta in  m a jo r  c i t i e s .  If th is  p lan  
w o rk e d , th e n  r e g io n a l  g u id e s  c o u ld  b e  w r i t t e n ,  a s  cou ld  a  o n e -v o lu m e  
n a tio n a l  g u id e . T h e  p lan n in g  g ro u p  saw  th e  w isd o m  of C ro n y n 1 s p lan  
and  p ro p o se d  i t  to  th e  W PA o ffic ia ls  who d e c id e d  to  im p le m e n t i t .
B e fo re  d o ing  so , h o w e v e r, d i r e c to r s  of th e  s ta te  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s  
had  to  be a p p o in te d .
7H e n ry  A ls b e rg  to  A ll S ta te  D i r e c to r s  of th e  F W P , O c to b e r 15, 
1936, i b i d . ; "W o rk  o f th e  F e d e r a l  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t ,  " P u b l is h e r s ' 
W eek ly  (M a rc h  18, 1939), a  r e p r in t ,  n .  p . , ib id . A s  in  th is  t i t le ,  
" p ro je c t"  w a s  f re q u e n tly  u s e d  in  th e  s in g u la r  s e n s e .  P r o je c t  o f f ic ia ls ,  
in c lu d in g  n a tio n a l  d i r e c to r  H e n ry  A ls b e rg  an d  s ta te  d i r e c to r  L y le  
Saxon, u s e d  th e  p lu ra l  c o n c ep t a n d  th u s  c a l le d  i t  th e  F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s '  
P r o je c t s ,  s in c e  t h e r e  w a s  m o re  th an  o n e  p r o je c t  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  th e  
f e d e r a l  w r i t e r s .
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H e n ry  A ls b e rg  ch o se  w is e ly  w h en  h e  s e le c te d  L y le  Saxon to 
h ead  th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s  in  L o u is ia n a . Of a l l  s ta te  d i r e c to r s  of 
th e  F W P , S axon ra n k e d  am ong  th e  b e s t  and  q u ite  p o s s ib ly  a s  th e  b e s t .  
A lm o st e v e ry  w r i te r  d isc u s s in g  th e  F W P  m a k e s  r e f e r e n c e  to  S ax o n 's  
s u c c e s s  a s  d i r e c to r  o f th e  L o u is ia n a  F W P . U nder h is  g u id an ce  th e  
L o u is ia n a  w r i t e r s '  s ta f f  w ro te  one of th e  b e s t  g u id es  p ro d u ced  by the  
F W P , th e  N ew  O r le a n s  C ity  G uide. It w a s  on th e  New O r le a n s  " B e s t 
S e l le r s "  l i s t  and  s ta n d s  to d ay  a s  a  t r ib u te  to  th e  F W P  and  to  Saxon.®
L y le  Saxon w as b o rn  S e p tem b e r  4 , 1891, in  B a to n  R ouge, 
L o u is ia n a , th e  son  of Hugh and K a th e rin e  C h a m b e rs  Saxon. He 
a tte n d e d  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  in  th e  c i ty  of h is  b i r t h  w h e re  h is  g r a n d ­
f a th e r ,  M ic h a e l C h a m b e rs ,  ow ned a b o o k s to re  and w as  c ity  t r e a s u r e r  
fo r  fo rty  y e a r s .  E v en  a s  a ch ild  Saxon lov ed  b o o k s an d  sp e n t m u ch  
t im e  in  h i s  g r a n d f a th e r 's  b o o k s to re . He a tte n d e d  L o u is ia n a  S tate 
U n iv e rs i ty  in  B a to n  R ouge f ro m  w h ich  he w as  g ra d u a te d  in  1912 w ith  
a B .A .
Saxon b e g a n  h is  w r i tin g  c a r e e r  a t  a n  e a r ly  a g e  and p e rh a p s  
a c q u ire d  h is  i n te r e s t  in  l e t t e r s  f ro m  h is  m o th e r ,  s o c ie ty  e d ito r  f o r  
th e  B aton  R ouge S ta te  T im e s . He a ls o  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  p a p e r  a s  
a  r e v ie w e r  of v a u d e v ille  show s. He tau g h t sch o o l in  F lo r id a  f o r  one
^ H e n ry  A ls b e rg  to  E llen  W oodw ard , A u g u s t 17, 1938, ib id .
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y e a r  b u t d ec id ed  w ritin g  r a th e r  th a n  tea c h in g  w a s  h is  f o r te .  He sp e n t 
ten  y e a r s  w ri tin g  fo r  n e w sp a p e rs  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try  b u t m ain ly  
w ith  th e  New O rlea n s  T im e s - P icay u n e  a s  a  r e p o r t e r ,  sp e c ia l  fe a tu re  
e d ito r ,  a n d  Sunday e d ito r .
Saxon th en  d ec id ed  to  d evo te  h is  t im e  to  c re a t iv e  w r itin g , 
m o s t  of w h ich  w as done in  a ca b in  on th e  M e lro s e  P la n ta t io n  in  
M e lro s e , L o u is ia n a . H e a ls o  m ain ta in e d  r e s id e n c e s  in  New Y ork  
C ity  a n d  New O r le a n s . He c o n tr ib u te d  a r t i c l e s  to  D ia l, th e  New 
R e p u b lic , and  C e n tu ry  m a g a z in e . S e v e ra l  of h is  s h o r t  s to r ie s  w e re  
t r a n s la te d  in to  G e rm a n  and "C ane  R iv e r"  won f o r  h im  th e  O. H e n ry  
M e m o r ia l  P r iz e  f o r  1926. H is m o s t  n o tab le  books w e re  F a th e r  
M is s is s ip p i  (1927), F a b u lo u s  New O rle a n s  (1928), Old L o u is ia n a  
(1929), L a f it te ,  th e  P i r a t e  (1930), and C h ild re n  of S t ra n g e r s  (1937). 
C h ild re n  of S tra n g e rs  w a s  on th e  N ationa l Book R e ta i le r s  l i s t  of 
B e s t  S e l le r s .  W ith good r e a s o n  Saxon w as  known a s  the  "D ean of 
New O r le a n s  W r i te r s .
Saxon w as a p p o in ted  S ta te  D ir e c to r  of th e  L o u is ia n a  F e d e ra l  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s  in  O c to b e r, 1935. J a co b  B a k e r  in fo rm e d  F ra n k  H . 
P e te r m a n ,  A d m in is tr a to r  of th e  W ork s P r o g r e s s  A d m in is tra t io n  in
^New O rle a n s  T im e s -P ic a y u n e , A p r il  10, 1946, p . 1; New 
Y o rk  T im e s , A p r i l  10, 1946, p . 28; Who W as Who in A m e r ic a , III 
(C h icago , I960); V elm a Ju n e au  to  L y le  Saxon, O c to b e r 6 , 1937,
F W P -L a .
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L o u is ia n a , th a t  Saxon w a s  the  b e s t  q u a lif ie d  p e rs o n  to  f il l  th e  head  
p o s itio n  of th e  W r i t e r s 1 P r o je c ts  in  h is  s ta te .  H is ap p o in tm en t, 
a c c o rd in g  to  F ie ld  R e p re se n ta tiv e  D a r ie l  M cC onkey, " m e t w ith  th e  
g e n e ra l  f a v o r  in  L o u is ia n a . " M cC onkey n o ted  th a t  Saxon had no 
e n e m ie s , n o r  had  he " d raw n  f i r e  f ro m  the  [Huey] L ong p o lit ic a l  
f a c t io n .1,10
Saxon n o tif ie d  A ls b e rg  b y  te le g ra m  on O c to b e r 7 , 1935, 
th a t  he  w a s  "g lad  to  a c c e p t"  th e  p o s itio n  and  would s ta r t  w o rk  w hen 
in s t ru c te d  to  do so . On O ctober 15, 1935, h e  r e p o r te d  to  P e te rm a n ,  
who a s s ig n e d  h im  office  space  in  th e  C an a l B ank  B u ild in g  of New 
O r le a n s . Tw o d ay s l a t e r  he  w ro te  A lsb e rg : "I b e lie v e  th is  w ill be 
an  in te r e s t in g  job and I hope th a t  we can  m ak e  th e  L o u is ia n a  se c tio n  
of 'T h e  A m e ric a n  G uide ' w o rth w h ile . H is  hope b e c a m e  a  r e a l i ty .
F r o m  the  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  b e tw een  Saxon and A ls b e rg , and  
th a t  of A ls b e rg  to h is  s ta ff, th e  r e s p e c t  th e  n a tio n a l d i r e c to r  h ad  fo r  
the  s ta te  d i r e c to r  i s  v e ry  a p p a re n t .  B oth m en  se em e d  to  have a 
sp e c ia l  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of the  o th e r 's  p ro b le m s  and  r e s p o n s ib il i t ie s .  
E a c h  s e e m e d  to  b e  c o n ten t w ith  h is  own p o s itio n  and  h a rb o re d  no
*®Jacob B a k e r  to  F ra n k  P e te rm a n ,  O c to b e r 3 , 1935, i b id . ; 
L y le  Saxon to  H e n ry  A ls b e rg , O c to b e r 7, 1935, ib id . ; D a r ie l  
M cC onkey to  H e n ry  A ls b e rg ,  F e b r u a r y  8, 1936, ib id .
l^ L y le  Saxon to  H e n ry  A ls b e rg ,  O c to b e r 17, 1935, ib id .
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je a lo u s y  to w a rd  th e  o th e r .  A ls b e rg  c o n s ta n tly  gave  Saxon a n  
in c r e a s in g  r o le  of im p o r ta n c e  in  th e  p r o je c ts .
S a x o n 's  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  w e re  c o n s id e ra b le .  In a d d itio n  to  
s e rv in g  a s  d i r e c to r  of th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s ,  he  w a s  a ls o  r e s p o n s ib le  
fo r  th e  H is to r ic a l  R e c o rd s  S u rv e y  u n til  i t  w a s  s e p a ra te d  f ro m  the 
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s  to  b e c o m e  a  s e p a r a te  u n it  in  L o u is ia n a  in  1937. 
A ls b e rg  w an ted  Saxon to  con tinue  a s  S u p e rv is o r  of th e  HRS, a s  did 
D r . L u th e r  E v a n s , N a tio n a l D i r e c to r  of th e  HRS. E v an s got th e  
im p r e s s io n  h o w e v e r , th a t  th e  S ta te  A d m in is tra t io n  w an ted  to  
s e p a ra te  th e  tw o p r o je c ts  in  L o u is ia n a . R eed  H a r r i s ,  A s s i s ta n t  
D ir e c to r  of th e  F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s ,  to ld  Saxon th a t  E v a n s  
fe l t  " th a t in  L o u is ia n a  i t  would b e  v e ry  u n fo rtu n a te  if the  p ro je c ts  
w e re  s e p a r a te d .  U nder th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  M r. A ls b e rg  w ould  lik e  
to  h av e  y o u  c o n tin u e  to  h an d le  th e  H is to r ic a l  R e c o rd s  S u rv ey . "
Ja m e s  A. C r u tc h e r ,  A d m in is tr a to r  of th e  W o rk s P r o g r e s s  A d m in is ­
t r a t io n  of L o u is ia n a , a ls o  w an ted  Saxon to  d i r e c t  b o th  p ro g ra m s .
He w ro te  to  E v an s : " M r. L y le  S axon, who h a s  d i re c te d  th e  p ro je c t  
s in c e  i t s  in c e p tio n , i s  w e ll known an d  h ig h ly  r e g a rd e d  th ro u g h o u t 
the  S ta te , an d  p o s s e s s e s  th e  q u a li t ie s  w h ich  I  f e e l  a r e  so n e c e s s a r y  
to  i t s  p ro p e r  fu n c tio n s . . . I f e e l  s u re  th a t  we w ill  have no  c a u se  fo r  
r e g r e t  if  M r. Saxon i s  con tin u ed  a s  D ir e c to r  of th is  p ro je c t ,  a t  l e a s t  
fo r  th e  t im e  b e in g . "
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S axon, h o w e v e r , w an ted  to  s e p a r a te  th e  tw o  p r o je c ts  a s  
soon  a s  h i s  r e p la c e m e n t  could be found. He to ld  E v a n s  th a t  he hoped  
i t  d id  n o t a p p e a r  h e  w as  t ry in g  to  "k eep  c o n tro l  of th e  H is to r ic a l  
..R e c o rd s  S u r v e y ." S axon re c o m m e n d e d  Jo h n  A n d re a s se n  fo r  th e  
p o s it io n  of S ta te  H is to r ic a l  R e c o rd s  D i r e c to r .  He a s su m e d  d i re c t io n  
of th e  p r o je c t  on M a rc h  10, 1937.
S a x o n 's  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  d id n o t, h o w e v e r , l e s s e n  w ith  
A n d r e a s s e n 's  a p p o in tm en t. In  O c to b e r ,  1936, S axon b e c am e  
A c tin g  F ie ld  S u p e rv is o r  of th e  C o o rd in a tin g  P r o je c t s  of th e  W r i t e r s ' 
P r o je c t s .  In  t h is  p o s itio n  h e  w as  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  guide w o rk  in  
th e  s ta te s  of A rk a n s a s ,  A la b a m a , F lo r id a ,  G e o rg ia , M is s is s ip p i,  
N o rth  C a ro lin a ,  South  C a ro lin a , T e n n e s se e ,  and  L o u is ia n a . *3
In  F e b r u a r y ,  1939, h e  b e c a m e  D i r e c to r  of R eg io n  VI and 
w a s  g iv en  a n  in c r e a s e  in  s a la r y  f ro m  $2 , 900 to  $3 , 200. T h is  
a p p o in tm en t w a s  in  keep in g  w ith  th e  p lan  to  r e g io n a liz e  th e  F W P  w o rk . 
A s m o re  an d  m o re  s ta te  guide m a te r ia l  f lo w ed  in to  W ash ing ton , th e
12R e e d  H a r r is  to  L y le  S axon, N o v e m b e r 3 , 1936, i b id . ;
J a m e s  H. C r u tc h e r  to  L u th e r  E v a n s , O c to b e r  3 0 , 1936, i b id . ;
L y le  Saxon to  L u th e r  E v a n s , N o v e m b e r  13, 1936, i b id . ; E d w ard  A . 
D av is  to  L u th e r  E v a n s , D e c e m b e r  4 , 1936, i b id . ; John  C . L .
A n d re a s s e n  to  L u th e r  E v a n s , M a rc h  10, 1937, ib id .
■^Reed H a r r is  to  L y le  Saxon, O c to b e r 6, 1936, ib id .
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n a tio n a l  s ta ff  b e c a m e  o v e rb u rd e n e d  w ith  w o rk . R eg io n al o ffic es  
w e re  th u s  e s ta b l is h e d  to  s u p e rv is e  th e  ed itin g  of s ta te  g u id es  and  
o th e r  w o rk s  flow ing in  f ro m  th e  s ta te s  of ea ch  re g io n . A f te r  Saxon 
ed ited  th e  w o rk  f ro m  L o u is ia n a , M is s is s ip p i ,  A rk a n s a s ,  T e x a s , 
and  O klah o m a, it  w en t to  th e  Wa sh ing ton  s ta ff  w h ich  th en  only  had  
to  e x a m in e  th e  m a n u s c r ip ts  to  se e  th a t  th ey  c o n fo rm ed  to  t h e i r  
e d ito r ia l  p o lic y . S ax o n 's  s a la r y  w a s  paid  by the  L o u is ia n a  P r o je c t ,  
b u t t r a v e l  e x p a n se s  r e s u l t in g  f ro m  h is  d u tie s  a s  R eg io n a l D ir e c to r  
w e re  c h a rg e d  to  th e  C e n tra l  O ffice  in  W ash ing ton . ^
A ls b e rg  c a lle d  on Saxon to  a s s i s t  h im  in  o th e r  w ay s a s  w e ll.  
The p e rs o n n e l  of th e  A rk a n s a s  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  had c o n s id e ra b le  
d iff ic u lty  in  p re p a r in g  th e  s ta te  g u id e. A lsb e rg  sa id  th a t  th e  gu ide 
n eed ed  " c o n s id e ra b le  e d ito r ia l  w o rk  and s u p e rv is io n . " He w o n d ered  
i f  Saxon and h is  " e x c e lle n t  s ta ff"  could do th e  f in a l e d ito r ia l  w o rk  on 
th e  A r k a n s a s  G uide, w o rk  n o rm a lly  done b y  the W ash ing ton  o ffice . 
Saxon a ls o  a c c e p te d  th is  a s s ig n m e n t f ro m  th e  n a tio n a l d i r e c to r .  He 
knew  th a t  th e  A rk a n s a s  s ta ff  m ig h t  r e s e n t  h is  in te rv e n tio n  in to  th e i r  
w o rk . H is  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w ith  th e m  in d ic a te s  th a t  h e  w as v e ry  
a w a re  of th is  an d  u se d  c o n s id e ra b le  d ip lo m acy  to  m in im iz e  th e i r
l^ H e n ry  A ls b e rg  to  F lo re n c e  K e r r ,  F e b r u a r y  20 , 1939, i b id . ; 
H en ry  A ls b e rg  to  L y le  Saxon, M a rc h  3 , 1939, ib id .
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r e s e n tm e n t .  ^
T h e re  w as a  l im it  to  how m u ch  Saxon w ould do fo r  .A lsb erg . 
T he N a tio n a l D ir e c to r  a s k e d  h im  in  S e p te m b e r, 1937, to  com e to  
W ash in g to n  to  d isc u s s  th e  p o s s ib i li ty  o f " tak in g  the  New Y o rk  C ity  
w o rk . . . . "  Saxon m ad e  the  W ash ing ton  t r i p ,  bu t a p p a re n tly  a 
p ro b le m  d ev elo p ed  in  th e  plains. A fte r  a  few  d ay s in  th e  n a tio n a l 
c a p ita l ,  Saxon re q u e s te d  an d  w as g ran te d  p e rm is s io n  to  r e tu r n  to 
h is  n a tiv e  s ta te ,  L o u is ia n a , w h e re  h e  p r e f e r r e d  to  w o rk . " I a m ,  " 
h e  w ro te  to  A ls b e rg , "a l i t t le  e m b a r ra s s e d  ab o u t a l l  th is ,  in a sm u c h  
a s  I d id  n o t a p p ly  fo r  th e  job  and would only  have  ta k e n  i t  b e c au se  
you n ee d ed  m e in  New Y o rk . I a m  ask in g  p e rm is s io n  to  lea v e  
W ash in g to n  to d ay  fo r B oston  to  s e t t le  c e r ta in  pub lish in g  m a t te r s  
w ith  r e g a r d  to  the  fo rth co m in g  N ew  O r le a n s  book, th en  to  r e tu r n  
to  L o u is ia n a ."
T h e re  a r e  o th e r  in d ic a tio n s  th a t  the  na tio n a l s ta ff  had  m uch  
r e s p e c t  f o r  S ax o n 's  a d m in is t r a t iv e  and e d ito r ia l  a b il i t i e s .  H ow ard 
H u n te r ,  A s s i s ta n t  A d m in is tra to r  in  c h a rg e  of R eg io n  IV , in v ite d  h im  
to  a tte n d  a  c o n fe re n c e  in  C h icago  on A u g u st 19, 1938. A ls b e rg  a ls o  
e n c o u ra g e d  h im  to  a tten d  th is  m ee tin g . He s ta te d  th a t  H u n te r  w as 
" v e ry  a n x io u s"  to  m ee t h im  b e c a u s e  he f e l t  " th a t  y o u  can  be v e ry
^ H e n r y  A lsb e rg  to  L y le  Saxon , F e b r u a r y  17, 1939, ib id .
*^L y le  Saxon to  H en ry  A ls b e rg ,  S e p tem b e r  20, 1937, ib id .
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h e lp fu l on so m e  w o rk  th a t  he  h as  u n d e rta k e n . 1,1 ?
R eed  H a r r is  in fo rm e d  Saxon th a t  A ls b e rg  had  re c e iv e d  th e  
New O r le a n s  g u id e . The n a tio n a l  d i r e c to r  "d id  n o t m ake  a  c a re fu l  
ch eck  of the  f a c ts  in  the  New O r le a n s  c o p y ," n o ted  H a r r is ,  f o r  he 
knew  th a t  Saxon h a d  a s s u r e d  th e  " a c c u ra c y  of a l l  s t a t e m e n t s . "
H a r r i s  a ls o  n o ted  th a t  A ls b e rg  had  th e  im p re s s io n  th a t  so m e  of th e  
m a te r ia l  s e n t in  w ith  an e a r l i e r  su b m is s io n  had b een  le f t  out to  f i t  
the  s t r i c t  e d ito r ia l  g u id e lin e s . " M r. A ls b e rg  u r g e s  th a t  you p u t 
b a c k  an y  of i t  th a t  is  y o u r  ju d g m en t would add to  th e  i n te r e s t  of th e  
book. " Saxons ju d g m en t w a s  good, and  h e  in c lu d ed  m a te r i a ls  th a t 
m ad e  th e  New O r le a n s  C ity  Guide one of th e  m o s t  s u c c e s s fu l  e x a m p le s  
of w hat co u ld  b e  ac h ie v e d  th ro u g h  " c u ltu ra l  c o lle c tiv is m . "18
A ls b e rg , a f te r  se le c tin g  Saxon, d e s c r ib e d  th e  d u tie s  of 
the  new ly  ap p o in ted  s ta te  d i r e c to r .  He w as a u th o r iz e d  " to  p ro v e  o r  
d isa p p ro v e , on th e  b a s is  of th e i r  f i tn e s s  a s  u n its  of th e  F e d e ra l  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s ,  p ro je c ts  c a ll in g  fo r  th e  em p lo y m en t of w r i te r s  
and p e rs o n s  of r e la te d  a b il i t i e s  in  th e  S ta te  of L o u is ia n a . 1,19
l^ R ee d  H a r r is  to  L y le  Saxon, A u g u st 8, 1938, ib id .
M ang ione, The D re a m  and  th e  D ea l, .4.2. A cc o rd in g  to  M angione 
the  F W P  w as  "a  g o v e rn m e n ta l a d v e n tu re  in  c u ltu ra l  c o lle c tiv is m , 
th e  lik e  of w h ich  no  n a tio n  h a s  e x p e rie n c e d  b e fo re  o r  s in c e . " 42 .
^ H e n r y  A ls b e rg  to  L y le  S axon, O c to b e r 19, 1935, L o u is ia n a  
C o lle c tio n  (L o u is ia n a  State  L ib ra r y ,  B a to n  R ouge). H e re in a f te r  c ite d  
a s  L aC o l-L S L B R .
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PA G ES 45 THROUGH 48 
NATIONAL AND STA TE  WPA O F FIC IA L S
-H e n ry  A ls b e rg  a n d  M rs .  F r a n k lin  D. R o o se v e lt*
-A tten d in g  a  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  v . T u lane  fo o tb a ll 
gam e (left to  r ig h t)  Jo h n  K . O v e rto n , U nited S ta te s  
S en a to r f ro m  L o u is ia n a ; N a tio n a l WPA A d m in is tr a to r ,  
H a r r y  H opkins; New O rle a n s  D is t r i c t  A tto rn e y , J o e  
K eenan; M ay o r of N ew  O r le a n s ,  R o b e r t  S. M a e s tr i* *
- ( le f t  to  r ig h t)  S ta te  D i r e c to r  o f th e  WPA in  L o u is ia n a , 
J a m e s  H . C ru tc h e r ;  N a tio n a l WPA A d m in is tr a to r ,  H a r r y  
H opk ins**
-D ire c to r  of th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s 1 P r o je c t s ,  L y le  Saxon*
* P ic tu r e s  lo ca te d  in  The D re a m  and th e  D eal
* * P ic tu re s  lo ca te d  in  th e  N a tio n a l A rc h iv e s
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Saxon s e le c te d  a s  two of th e  m a jo r  p r o je c ts  th e  p ro d u c tio n  
of a  g u ide  to  th e  s ta te  an d  a guide to  th e  c ity  of New O r le a n s .  He 
th en  lo c a te d  S ta te  O p era tin g  P r o je c t s  in  e a c h  of th e  e ig h t c o n g re s s ­
io n a l  d i s t r i c t s  to  a s s i s t  in  th e  g a th e r in g  of in fo rm a tio n  f o r  th e  
s ta te  gu id e. T h e se  d i s t r i c t  o ff ic es  w e r e  in  New O r le a n s , G re tn a , 
L a fa y e tte ,  S h re v e p o r t ,  M onroe, B aton  R o u g e , L ak e  C h a r le s ,  and  
A le x a n d ria .  T he  G re tn a  o ffice  w as  so o n  a b s o rb e d  by th e  c e n tr a l  
o ffice  i n  New O r le a n s .  The o th e r  d i s t r i c t  o ffices  w e re  in  o p e ra t io n  
f o r  m o re  th an  a  y e a r .  E a c h  d isb a n d e d  a f te r  c o m p le tin g  i t s  a s s ig n ­
m en ts  o r  a s  a r e s u l t  of quota r e d u c tio n s . ^
In ad d itio n  to  th e  S ta te  O p e ra tin g  P r o je c t s ,  Saxon o rg an iz e d  
th e  S ta te  C o o rd in a tin g  P r o je c t  in  New O r le a n s . It p e rfo rm e d  a ll  
s ta te  a d m in is t r a t iv e  d u tie s  fo r  th e  F W P  a s  w e ll a s  the  e d ito r ia l  w o rk  
co n n ec ted  w ith  t h e i r  a c t iv i t ie s .  H opkins hoped  b y  c re a t in g  i t  to  
r e m o v e  th e  s ta te  d i r e c to r  of th e  F W P  and h is  s ta ff  f ro m  th e  p a y ro ll
2°S axon , "The F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s  in  L o u is ia n a ,"  2; 
"L a b o r  B reak d o w n  F W P  O ffic ial P r o je c t  n . 2 65-6903 , W o rk s  P r o je c t  
No. S W -1003 1-1122 and SW -1003 1 -23 , " (n .d . ), i b id . ; S tate  M ap of 
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  D is t r i c t s ,  Ju n e  20, 1935, L aC o l-L S L B R . O ffic ia l 
P r o je c t  n u m b e rs  fo r  WPA sp o n so re d  F e d e r a l  P r o je c t s  1 -6  w e re  a s  
fo llo w s: A r t ,  O .P .  265-6900; M u sic , O. P .  265-6901 ; T h e a tr e ,  O . P . 
265-6902 ; W r i t e r s ,  O .P .  265-6903 ; H is to r ic  R e c o rd s ,  O. P . 265- 
6904; B u ild in g s  S urvey , O .P . 265-6907 ; P la n n in g  B o a rd s ,  O .P .  265- 
6905; A rc h iv e s  S urvey , O .P .  265-6908 ; P lu m b in g  In sp e c tio n , O .P .  
265-6910; an d  M a rin e  Su rv ey , O. P . 2 6 5 -6 9 0 6 , H a r ry  H opk ins ' 
G e n e ra l  L e t te r  No. 95 to  A ll S ta te  W o rk s P r o g r e s s  A d m in is tr a to rs ,  
N o v em b er 23 , 1936, ib id .
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and  s ta ff  of th e  s ta te  a d m in is t r a to r  of th e  W PA . He f e l t  th is  w ould 
r e d u c e  f r i c t io n  be tw een  th e  tw o and  would g iv e  th e  a r t s  p ro g ra m s  
m o re  in d e p e n d e n c e .^
In  J u ly , 1936, a ll  d i s t r i c t  o ffic es  w e re  o rg an iz e d  a s  a 
s ta te w id e  p ro je c t.  A m ong o th e r  th in g s  th is  m e a n t th a t  su p p lie s  an d  
m a te r i a l s  w e re  r e q u is tio n e d  th ro u g h  th e  s ta te  o ffice  r a th e r  th an  
th ro u g h  th e  d i s t r i c t  o f f ic e s .  U nder th e  old s y s te m  d i s t r ic t  o ffices  
e s tim a te d  th e  su p p lie s  th ey  n eed ed  fo r  a p e r io d  of s ix  m o n th s , b u t 
u n d e r  the  new  a r r a n g e m e n t  d e ta i le d  su p p ly  n e e d s  f o r  e a ch  m onth  
w e re  se n t to  New O r le a n s . ^
A n o th e r  o rg a n iz a tio n a l  change o c c u r r e d  in  la te  1939, w hen 
th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s  w en t f ro m  fe d e r a l  to  s ta te  s p o n so rsh ip . A 
p ro b le m  im m e d ia te ly  a ro s e  o v e r  th e  q u e s tio n  of a p p o in tm en t: did 
f e d e r a l ly  a p p o in ted  o f f ic ia ls  r e t a in  th e i r  a p p o in tm en ts  u n d e r  s ta te  
s p o n s o rs h ip ?  S ta te  WPA A d m in is tr a to r  J .  H . C ru tc h e r  though t n o t, 
bu t w an ted  a n  o ffic ia l  ru lin g  on th e  q u e s tio n .
L eo  G. S p o ffo rd , C hief R eg iona l S u p e rv is o r  of th e  D iv ision  
o f P r o fe s s io n a l  and S e rv ic e  P r o je c t s ,  re sp o n d e d  to  C r u tc h e r 's  in q u iry .
^ L y l e  S axon to  L e o  G. Spoffo rd , N o v e m b e r 6, 1936, ib id . ; 
"M onthly  R e p o r t  of WPA S p o n so red  F e d e ra l  P r o je c t s  No. 1 - W r i te r s ' 
P r o g r a m ,"  Ju n e  15, 1937, L aC o l-L S L B R ; M cD onald , F e d e ra l  R e lie f  
A d m in is tr a t io n  and  th e  A r t s , 160-161.
2 2 c ath ry n  C a s s ib r y  to  M a ry  Ja n e  S w een ey , Ju ly  22 , 1936,
ib id .
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S ince th e  p ro je c ts  w e re  no lo n g e r  f e d e r a l  p r o je c ts ,  Spofford  w ould 
a s k  th e  W a sh in g to n  o ffice  to  c a n ce l l e t t e r s  of ap p o in tm en t. In re g a rd  
to  th e  s ta te  s u p e rv is o rs  of th e  c u ltu ra l  p ro je c ts  sh e  f e l t  i t  w as 
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  b o th  th e  r e g io n a l  o ffic e  and th e  W ash in g to n  o ffice  to  
a p p ro v e  th e i r  p o s it io n s , b u t no  l e t t e r  of a p p o in tm en t w as  n e c e s s a ry .  
Thus u n d e r  s ta te  sp o n so rsh ip  f e d e r a l  a u th o r i t ie s  a p p ro v e d  p e rs o n s  
th e y  p re v io u s ly  a p p o in ted , and s ta te  o ffic ia ls  a p p o in ted  p e rs o n s  th ey  
once a p p ro v e d . 22
A ls b e rg  n o t on ly  a u th o r iz e d  Saxon to  c r e a t e  p r o je c ts ,  bu t 
" p ro je c ts  c a llin g  fo r  th e  em p lo y m en t of w r i te r s  and  p e rs o n s  of 
r e la te d  a b i l i t i e s  in  th e  S ta te  of L o u is ia n a . " F in d in g  q u a lif ie d  
p e rs o n n e l  f o r  th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t s  w as a d iff icu lt ta s k .  B e fo re  
the  c re a t io n  of th e  F W P , w h ite  c o lla r  w o rk e r s  su c h  a s  c le r k s  and 
b o o k k e e p e rs  cou ld  o b tain  r e l i e f  w o rk  m o re  e a s i ly  th a n  cou ld  w r i te r s .  
R e a liz in g  th is ,  w r i te r s  r e g i s te r e d  f o r  r e l ie f  a s  c le r k s  an d  b o o k k e e p ers . 
Saxon could  th u s  f in d  few  w r i te r s  r e g i s te r e d  fo r  r e l i e f .  ^
The c u ltu r a l  p ro je c ts  w e re  c o n s id e re d  p r e f e r r e d  p o s itio n s  
on th e  W PA. T he F W P  o ffe re d  w r i te r s  e m p lo y m en t f o r  w hich  th ey
23J .  H . C ru tc h e r  to  L a w re n c e  W e stb ro o k , S e p tem b e r  22,
1939, F W P - L a . ; L eo  G. S pofford  to  J . H. C r u tc h e r ,  O c to b e r 6, 1939; 
ib id .
2^ L y le  Saxon to  H e n ry  A ls b e rg ,  O c to b e r  19, 1935, L aC o l-  
LSLBR; L y le  Saxon to  P a u l  C h asez , N o v em b er 1, 1935, ib id .
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w e re  t ra in e d ,  and  p ro v id ed  tra in in g  fo r  w o rk e r s  to  ob tain  p r iv a te  
e m p lo y m en t. M any w e re  a b le  to ge t su ch  w o rk  a s  th e  D e p re s s io n  
le s s e n e d .  T h is  d e v e lo p m e n t k ep t th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s  in  a  s ta te  
o f flu x  and  slow ed down th e  p u b lica tio n  of i ts  guide b o o k s . The F W P  
w a s  e s p e c ia lly  s e n s i t iv e  to th e  sp e ed  w ith  w h ich  i ts  b o o k s  w e re  
p ro d u ce d . B e fo re  any  b o o k s w e re  p u b lish ed , th e  F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s '  
P r o je c t  w as c r i t ic iz e d  f o r  w as tin g  th e  t im e  of w r i te r s  w ith  u s e le s s  
t a s k s .  T h is  c r i t ic i s m  w as  m ad e  l e s s  and  le s s  a s  p u b lica tio n s  
a p p e a re d  and re c e iv e d  fa v o ra b le  re v ie w s . I ro n ic a l ly  th e  F W P  had 
m o re  fu n d s f ro m  sp o n so rs  d u rin g  th e  l a s t  few  m o n th s  of o p e ra tio n  
th a n  a t  a n y  o th e r  t im e .  ^
M any w r i te r s  sought e m p lo y m en t on th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s .  
The h o u r s  of w o rk  w e re  no t lo n g , th e  pay  w as r e la t iv e ly  good, and  
the  w o rk  w as n o t too dem an d in g . T he p ro g ra m  w a s  d e s ig n e d  th is  
w ay in  o rd e r  to  g ive w r i te r s  t im e  to  do c re a t iv e  w ork  d u r in g  th e i r  
s p a re  t im e . In  L o u is ia n a  th e  F W P  em ployee  n o rm a l ly  w o rk ed  s ix  
h o u rs  a day , f iv e  days a  w eek . The c o o rd in a tin g  s ta f f ,  h o w ev er, 
w o rk ed  fo u r  h o u rs  on S a tu rd ay . T he to ta l  t im e  of w o rk  e a c h  m o n th  
w as  132 h o u rs . The p a y ro ll  p e r io d s  w e re  f ro m  th e  f if th  to  the
2 ^ " F in a l  R e p o rt  of th e  L o u is ia n a  F e d e ra l  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t s , "  
J a n u a ry  31, 1943, 3, F W P - L a .,  and  L aC o l-L S L B R .
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n in e te e n th  a n d  th e  tw e n tie th  to  the  fo u r th  of e a c h  m onth .
T h e re  w a s  a  ten d e n c y  f o r  w r i te r s  to  c o n g re g a te  in  p u b lish ­
in g  c e n te r s  and  in  la r g e  c i t i e s .  T h is  c a u se d  a n  un eq u al d is tr ib u tio n  
o f ta le n t  a c r o s s  th e  s ta te .  S ince th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s  w e re  s ta t e ­
w id e , a  d e a r th  of w r i te r s  e x is te d  in  m o st a r e a s ,  a  s u rp lu s  in  o th e r s .  
F o r tu n a te ly  fo r  th e  s ta te  d i r e c to r ,  th e  e m p lo y m en t of a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  
o f h ig h ly  s k il le d  w r i t e r s  w as n o t n e c e s s a r y .  T ra in in g  p ro g ra m s  
en ab led  th e  F W P  to  em p lo y  schoo l t e a c h e r s ,  la w y e rs ,  c le rg y m e n , 
and  p e rs o n s  f ro m  o th e r  le a rn e d  p ro fe s s io n s .  T h is  d iv e r s i ty  of 
ta le n t  a c tu a l ly  s tre n g th e n e d  th e  F W P . ^
W ritin g  f o r  the  gu id es  an d  r e la te d  p r o je c ts  d iffe re d  f ro m  
n e w s p a p e r , m a g a z in e , and o th e r fe a tu re  w r i tin g .  The n ew s w r i te r  
b egan  e a c h  a r t i c l e  w ith  a n ew s p o in t, and the  f ic t io n  w r i te r  w ith  an  
em o tio n a l a p p e a l .  A c c o rd in g  to  p ro je c t  p u b lic i ty ,  b o th  ty p e s  of 
w r i te r s  w e re  c o m p e lle d  to a l t e r  th e s e  m e th o d s  o f a p p ro a c h  and to  
d ev e lo p  new o n e s  w hen p re s e n tin g  in fo rm a tio n  f o r  th e  g u id es .
S ince in  a c tu a l  p ro je c t  o p e ra t io n s  m a jo r  e m p h a s is  w as 
g iv en  to  th e  c o m p ila tio n  of m a te r i a ls ,  one d id n o t  h av e  to  b e  a t ra in e d  
w r i te r  to  do th is  w o rk . The e d ito rs  in  New O r le a n s  d id  th e  fina l
^ L y l e  Saxon to  R eed  H a r r is ,  D e c e m b e r  29, 1936, L aC o l-
L SL B R .
S e lec tin g  W r i te r s  fo r  th e  F e d e r a l  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s ,  "
(n. d . ), F W P -L a .
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w r i tin g  a n d  ed itin g  of guide m a te r i a l s .  N o t e v e ry  one on th e  W r i t e r s 1 
P r o je c t s  w ro te .  S te n o g ra p h e rs ,  ty p is ts ,  f ile  c le r k s ,  m e s s e n g e r s ,  
i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  and  o th e r s  w e re  v i ta l  to  th e  p ro je c t ,  a lth o u g h  th e y  w e re  
n o t w r i t e r s .  28
T h e re  w e re  fo u r  c la s s i f ic a t io n s  o f w o r k e r s  on th e  FW P: 
u n s k il le d , in te r m e d ia te ,  s k il le d ,  and  p ro fe s s io n a l .  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  
" A m e ric a n  G uide M a n u a l,"  p ro fe s s io n a ls  w e re  th o se  who h ad  m ad e  
w r itin g  t h e i r  p ro fe s s io n  o r w ho h ad  s u b m itte d  a r t i c l e s ,  s to r i e s ,  o r  
r e p o r t s  f o r  p u b lic a tio n . Such p e rs o n s  w e r e  jo u rn a l is t s ,  e d i to r s , ' 
h i s to r ia n s ,  r e s e a r c h  w o r k e r s ,  a r t  and  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s ,  a r c h i te c t s ,  
g e n e lo g is ts ,  m ap  d ra f ts m e n ,  and  o th e r  s p e c ia l i s ts  in  the  f ie ld s  
c o v e re d  b y  th e  gu ide. S k illed  w o r k e r s  w e re  a s s i s ta n t s  to  th o se  in  
th e  above m en tio n ed  d is c ip l in e s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  s e c r e ta r ie s .  In te rm e d ia te  
w o r k e r s  had  l e s s  e x p e r ie n c e  th an  th o se  p e rs o n s  in  th e  ab o v e  c ite d  
f ie ld s .  U n sk illed  w o rk e r s  w e r e  even  m o re  v ag u e ly  d efin ed  in  the  
G uide M an u al a s  " th o se  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  o p e ra t io n . " 2 ^
T h e re  w e re  a p p a re n t ly  o n ly  t h r e e  c la s s e s  of w o rk e r s  in  th e  
L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s 1 P r o je c t s :  in te r m e d ia te ,  sk il le d , and p ro fe s s io n a l .  
In  A u g u s t, 1936, fo r  e x a m p le , th e y  r e c e iv e d  a  g e n e ra l  p r e v a ilin g  wage
2 8Ib id .
2 9" The A m e ric a n  G uide M a n u a l,"  6 -7 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
56
' of $39 . 60, $ 5 2 . 80, a n d  $ 5 8 .3 0  r e s p e c tiv e ly .  T h is  m ea n t th a t  th e  
" h is to r ia n  s e n io r "  r e c e iv e d  4 4 - 1 /2  c e n ts  a n  h o u r , th e  " h is to r ia n  
ju n io r "  40 c e n ts ,  and  th e  ty p is t  30 c e n ts .  30
Saxon and  m e m b e rs  of th e  s ta te  c o o rd in a tin g  p ro je c t  e a rn e d  
m o n th ly  s a l a r i e s  r a th e r  th an  h o u r ly  w a g e s . T h e se  w e re  c o n s id e ra b ly  
l a r g e r  a s  th e  fo llo w in g  in d ic a te s :  L y le  Saxon, S ta te  D ir e c to r  $ 2 1 6 .6 6 ; 
C a th ry n  C a s s ib r y ,  S e c re ta ry  to  th e  S ta te  D ir e c to r  $100. 00; E d w ard  
D re y e r ,  A s s i s t a n t  S ta te  D i r e c to r ,  $ 1 5 0 .0 0 ; J o s e p h  N ew brough, S ta te  
R e s e a rc h  E d i to r  $ 1 0 0 .0 0 ; and P e r c y  V io s c a , J r . ,  S ta te  R e s e a rc h  
E d i to r ,  $100 . 0 0 .31
3 ^ C a th ry n  C a s s ib r y  to  M a ry  Ja n e  S w eeney , A ug u st 18, 1936, 
L a C o l-L S L B R .
3 *L yle  Saxon to  Edna B re n a n , M ay 26, 1936, ib id . R e lie f  
w ag es  w e re  g e n e ra l ly  l a r g e r  th an  n o n - re l ie f  w a g e s . T h e re  a r e  
in s ta n c e s  h o w e v e r w h e re  th e  lo w e r  r e l i e f  r a t e s  w e re  the  sam e  a s  th e  
h ig h e r  n o n - r e l ie f  r a t e s .  In  B a to n  R o u g e , fo r  e x a m p le , the  high  r e l i e f  
r a t e  o f $68 . 20 e q u a led  th e  lo w -n o n - re lie f  r a t e  of th e  s a m e  am o u n t, 
and in  New O r le a n s  $81 . 90 w as pa id  in  b o th  c a te g o r ie s .  The s a la r ie s  
of n o n - re l ie f  p ro je c t  s u p e rv i s o rs  w e re  b a s ic a l ly  th e  sa m e  a c r o s s  the  
s ta te .  F o r  e x a m p le  B lan ch e  G. O l iv e r ,  M aude T . H elm , and  
M a rg u e r ite  E l l i s ,  P ro je c t  S u p e rv is o rs  of M o n ro e , S h re v ep o r t, an d  
New O r le a n s  r e s p e c tiv e ly ,  e a rn e d  a  m o n th ly  s a la r y  of $100. 00.
V elm a Ju n e au , h o w e v e r , P r o je c t  S u p e rv is o r  of A le x a n d ria  and  L ake 
C h a r le s ,  m ad e  $125. 00 a m o n th , p ro b a b ly  b e c a u s e  she had r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i ty  fo r  p r o je c t  o p e ra t io n  in  tw o c i t i e s ,  a lth o u g h  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  fo r  
m o re  p r o je c t  e m p lo y e e s .
In  a d d it io n  to  e s ta b lis h in g  s a la r ie s  b y  c la s s if ic a t io n  of 
w o r k e r s  an d  by  r e l i e f  a n d  n o n - re l ie f  s ta tu s ,  th e  F W P  a ls o  d e te rm in e d  
s a la r ie s  b y  th e  r e g io n  a s ta te  w a s  in ,  an d  th e  s iz e  of th e  c ity  w ith in  
e a ch  re g io n .  T h e re  w e re  fo u r r e g io n s  f o r  p a y  p u rp o se s . L o u is ia n a , 
a lo n g  w ith  A r k a n s a s ,  K en tucky , O k lah o m a , T e x a s , and  V irg in ia , w as
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A ls b e rg  a u th o r iz e d  Saxon to  a p p ro v e  p r o je c ts  em ploy ing  
w r i te r s  and  p e rs o n s  w ith  s im ila r  a b il i t ie s ,  b u t he  cou ld  h i re  only 
a s  m an y  a s  h is  quota p e rm itte d . Saxon o r ig in a lly  p lanned  a  p ro je c t  
to  e m p lo y  154 p e rs o n s  and  began  o p e ra t io n s  b a sed  on th is  n u m b e r .
To h is  d ism a y , A ctin g  F ie ld  S u p e rv iso r  D a r ie l  M cC onkey in fo rm e d  
h im  th a t  h is  quota  w as  63 r a th e r  th an  154. T he l a r g e r  quo ta  w as 
im p o s s ib le  u n til  f ig u re s  f ro m  a ll  of th e  s ta te s  w e n t to  W ash ing ton  and 
a  c o r r e la t io n  of w o r k e r s  a n d  a v a ila b le  funds could  be  m ad e . ^
in  R eg ion  HI. W ith in  th e  s ta te ,  c i t i e s  w e re  c la s s if ie d  in  fo u r g ro u p s 
a c c o rd in g  to  p o p u latio n . The l a r g e r  th e  p o p u la tio n , th e  g r e a te r  th e  
p ay .
T h e re  w e re  f iv e  c i t i e s  in  L o u is ia n a  w h ere  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s  
w e re  lo ca te d  w ith  10 to  25 tho u san d  p e rs o n s ,  two w ith  25 to  50 
th o u sa n d , one  w ith  50 to  100 th o u sa n d , and one w ith  200 to  500 
th o u san d  p e rs o n s .  C la s s  I  c it ie s  w e re  A le x a n d ria  (2 3 ,0 0 0 ), B aton  
Rouge (3 1 ,0 0 0 ), B o g a lu sa  (14, 000), G re tn a  (1 0 ,0 0 0 ), L a fay e tte  
(1 5 ,0 0 0 ), L ake  C h a r le s  (1 6 ,0 0 0 ), an d  M onroe (2 6 ,0 0 0 ). T h e re  w as 
one C la s s  II c ity , S h re v e p o r t (77 , 000), and one C la s s  IV c ity ,
New O r le a n s  (459, 000).
The r e l i e f  r a t e s  f o r  in te rm e d ia te ,  s k il le d , and  p ro fe s s io n a l  
w o rk e r s  in  C la s s  I B a to n  R ouge w e re  $47 . 30 , $ 6 1 .6 0 , an d  $68. 20 
r e s p e c tiv e ly .  T h is  c o m p a re d  to th e  r a t e  p a id  in  C la s s  IV  New O rlea n s  
fo r  th e  s a m e  c la s s e s  of w o rk e rs  of $ 5 7 .2 0 , $74 . 67, and  $ 8 1 .9 0 . The 
m o n ey  each  r e l ie f  w o rk e r  e a rn e d  th u s  depended on a ll  of th e s e  f a c to r s - -  
job c la s s if ic a t io n ,  r e l ie f  s ta tu s ,  th e  re g io n  h is  s ta te  w as in , and  the 
p o p u latio n  of th e  c ity  in w hich  he w o rk ed .
^ ^L y ie  Saxon to  H e n ry  A ls b e rg ,  N o v em b er 25 , 1935, F W P - 
L a . ; D a r ie l  M cC onkey to  L y le  Saxon, N o v em b er 21 , 1935, L aC o l-  
LSL B R .
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Saxon w ro te  M cC onkey th a t  he w as " d is t r e s s e d  a t  the  
p o s s ib i l i ty  o f h av in g  to  hold down [the] quota of w o rk e r s  to  63 fo r  
th e  e n ti r e  s ta t e .  11 He w ould  c o n tin u e  to  a s su m e  th a t  h e  had a  quota  
of 154 u n til  A ls b e rg  in fo rm e d  h im  to  th e  c o n tr a ry .  He th en  a sk ed  
A ls b e rg  to  p e rm i t  h im  to  c a r r y  out th e  p lan  fo r  em ploy ing  154 
w o rk e r s .  He a s s u r e d  th e  n a tio n a l d i r e c to r  th a t  th is  w as  a  m o d e ra te  
fig u re  b u t a n e c e s s a r y  one b a sed  on th e  a m o u n t of w o rk  th a t  had to  
be  done in  th e  s ta te .  He w ould  have  to  a l t e r  h is  p lan s  if  th e  lo w er 
f ig u re  w e re  r e q u ir e d .  If h e  d id , th e  q u a li ty  of w o rk  w ould  b e  
a ffe c te d . S ince p u b lic ity  h ad  a lr e a d y  a p p e a re d  in  n e w s p a p e rs  about 
th e  p ro je c t  c o v e rin g  the e n ti r e  s ta te ,  c r i t ic i s m s  w ould be  m ad e  if  
the  p lan s  w e re  chan g ed . ^3
D e sp ite  S ax o n 's  p r o te s ta t io n s ,  A ls b e rg  l im ite d  h is  in i t ia l  
quo ta  to  63 p e rs o n s .  He a s s u r e d  th e  s ta te  d i r e c to r  th a t  he would 
i n c r e a s e  th is  n u m b e r  a s  soon a s  he  le a rn e d  h e  had su ff ic ie n t m o n ey  
to  do so . "We a p p re c ia te  the  s itu a tio n  you fa c e  in  L o u is ia n a , " h e  
sa id , "and  on ly  can  r e g r e t  o u r in a b il ity  to  be m o re  he lp fu l in  th e  
m a t te r  of a d d itio n a l w o rk e r s .
33L y le  Saxon to  D a r ie l  M cC onkey, N o v em b er 25, 1935, i b id . ; 
Saxon to  A ls b e rg ,  N o v em b er 25, 1935, F W P -L a .
^ ^ H en ry  A ls b e rg  to  L y le  S axon, N o v em b er 3 0 , 1935, L a C o l-
LSL B R .
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A f te r  s e tt l in g  th e  qu o ta  d isp u te , Saxon beg an  th e  t a s k  of 
em ploy ing  c a p ab le  w o r k e r s  fo r  h i s  p ro je c ts .  He r e c e iv e d  c o n s id e ra b le  
c o rre s p o n d e n c e  f r o m  p e rs o n s  in q u ir in g  ab o u t th e  p r o g ra m , f ro m  th o se  
ap p ly in g  fo r  p o s it io n s ,  and  f ro m  in flu e n tia l p e rs o n s  w r i tin g  on b e h a lf  
of p a r t i c u la r  a p p lic a n ts .  S ince  h i s  s ta f f  w as on ly  63 h e  w as a b le  to  
t r a v e l  about the  s ta te  to  in te rv ie w  jo b  a p p lic a n ts .  He in fo rm e d  
A ls b e rg  on N o v e m b e r 19, 1935, th a t  h e  h ad  sp en t a w eek  in  S h re v e p o rt 
s e ttin g  up  th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s  and  in te rv ie w in g  a p p lic a n ts .  He put 
tw e lv e  p e rs o n s  to  w o rk  out of a  quo ta  of s ix te e n . " E a c h  of th e s e  
w o rk e r s ,  " h e  w ro te  A ls b e rg ,  "I in te rv ie w e d  p e rs o n a lly . ,l33
Saxon w a s  n o t  a lw a y s  ab le  to  p lac e  on th e  p ro je c t  th e  q u a lity  
of w o rk e r  he d e s i r e d .  W hen h e  f i r s t  b eg an  p ro je c t  o p e ra t io n s  in  
New O r le a n s ,  h e  r e c e iv e d  a  l i s t  of job a p p lic a n ts  f ro m  th e  O r le a n s  
L ab o r A ss ig n m e n t O ffice , A ll of th e  a p p lic a n ts  w e re  in te rv ie w e d , 
but only  ten  w e re  em p lo y ed  out of a quota of tw e n ty -f iv e . I t  th en  
b e c am e  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  h im  to  c a ll  in  p e rs o n s  c e r t if ie d  a f te r  M ay 21, 
1935, the  d a te  r e q u ir e d  fo r  in i t ia l  c o n s id e ra t io n  of a p p lic a n ts .
A ls b e rg  u n d e rs to o d  th e  d iff ic u lty  Saxon had  in  s e c u r in g  
r e l ie f  w o rk e r s  to  r e p o r t  upon p a r t ic u la r  to p ic s  su c h  a s  a r t  and
3 ^L y le  S ax o n  to  H e n ry  A ls b e rg ,  N o v em b er 19, 1935, ib id .
^ L y l e  S axon  to  P a u l  E . C h a se z , N o v em b er 1, 1935, ib id .
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a rc h i te c tu r e .  In  th e  even t he w a s  u n a b le  to  find  th e m  on th e  r e l i e f  
r o l l s ,  he w a s  to  g e t  n o n - r e l ie f  a p p lic a n ts .  If h e  s t i l l  had  d iff ic u lty  
th en  h e  w as  to  c h e ck  w ith  th e  lo c a l  c h a p te r  of th e  A m e ric a n  In s t i tu te  
o f A r c h i te c ts ,  o r  w ith  th e  lo c a l  d i s t r i c t  o f f ic e r  of th e  H is to r ic  
A m e ric a n  B u ild in g s  S u rv ey . T h ese  two o rg a n iz a tio n s  co u ld  h e lp  
h im  lo c a te  th e  r ig h t  p e rs o n s  f o r  h is  p ro je c ts  an d  th e y  co u ld  a ls o  
a s s i s t  h im  b y  rev ie w in g  guide a r t i c l e s  and  b y  c o lle c tin g  m a t e r i a l s . ^
T he S ta te  D ir e c to r  of th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s  co u ld  r e g r e t  n o t 
m a in ta in in g  h is  m ax im u m  q uo ta  of w o r k e r s .  Hopkins p e r io d ic a l ly  
o rd e re d  " f r e e z e s "  on the  n u m b e r  a c tu a lly  e m p lo y ed , r e g a r d le s s  of 
the  q u o ta . He s e n t  su c h  an  o r d e r  on M a rc h  5 , 1936, te m p o r a r i ly  
p ro h ib itin g  th e  a d d it io n  of p e rs o n s  to  th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s .  T h is  
o rd e r  ca m e  a t a  t im e  w hen Saxon had n o t em ployed  h is  fu ll  quo ta  of 
w o r k e r s ,  a m a t te r  d is p le a s in g  to  th e  n a tio n a l  d i r e c to r .
A ls b e rg  in fo rm e d  Saxon th a t  r e p la c e m e n ts  cou ld  b e  m ad e  
w hen v a c a n c ie s 'o c c u r r e d  on th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t s .  T h e s e  r e p la c e ­
m en ts  w e re  n o t s p e c i f ic a lly  r e s t r i c te d  to  th e  d i s t r ic t s  o r  to  th e  w age 
c la s s if ic a t io n  in  w h ic h  th e y  o c c u r r e d  b u t co u ld  b e  m ad e  a n y w h e re  in 
th e  s ta te .  S ince  H o p k in s ' r e s t r i c t i o n  d id  n o t ap p ly  to  th e  s u rv e y  of 
s ta te  and  lo c a l  h i s to r ic a l  r e c o r d s ,  Saxon co u ld  t r a n s f e r  s e v e r a l
^ H e n r y  A ls b e rg  to  L y le  S axon, N o v em b er 14, 1935, ib id .
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p e rs o n s  w o rk in g  on th e  guide p ro je c t  to  th e  s u rv e y  p ro je c t  in  o r d e r  
to  p ro v id e  leew ay  fo r  th e  a d d itio n a l w o rk e r s .
D e sp ite  A ls b e rg 's  l e t t e r  of M arch  17, 1936, p e rta in in g  to  
H op k in s1 quota f r e e z e ,  and  h is  e x p lan a tio n  a s  to  how Saxon could 
w o rk  a ro u n d  i t ,  th e  L o u is ia n a  D ire c to r  ag a in  w ro te  A ls b e rg  about 
th e  m a t te r .  He c o m p la in ed  th a t  th e  f re e z e  m ad e  i t  im p o ss ib le  fo r  
h im  to  p lace  n eed ed  w o rk e r s  upon th e  p a y ro ll .  I t  had h e ld  up the 
p ro je c t  in  B a to n  R ouge , a lthough  funds w e re  a llo c a te d  and r e le a s e d  
fo r  th is  p r o je c t .  Saxon r e q u e s te d  th e  n a tio n a l d i r e c to r  to  p e rm it  
h im  to  open th is  o ffice  w h ich  h e  n eed ed  fo r  co m p le tio n  of th e  g u id e.
Saxon ex p la in ed  to  A lsb e rg  why th e  B aton  Rouge O ffice w as 
so  im p o r ta n t .  "I h av e , " h e  w ro te ,  " s e c u re d  th e  c o o p e ra tio n  of th e  
L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity . A s  you know, th is  w as  M r. H uey L o n g 's  
g r e a te s t  s tro n g h o ld , and  th e r e  h ad  b e e n  so m e  f r ic t io n  in th a t  q u a r te r  
u n til  v e ry  r e c e n t ly .  " He n o ted  th a t  th e  P re s id e n t  of th e  u n iv e r s ity ,  
J a m e s  M onroe S m ith , w as v e ry  c o rd ia l  w hen he went to  se e  h im  and 
p ro m is e d  h im  e v e ry  c o n s id e ra t io n  p o ss ib le . "I th in k  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  
th a t  th is  w o rk  b e  s ta r te d  im m e d ia te ly , fo r  i t  i s  d iff ic u lt  to  ex p la in  
th is  d e la y  to  P re s id e n t  S m ith  a f t e r  m y  p ro m is e  to  h im  th a t  the  p ro je c t
^ H e n r y  A ls b e rg  to  L y le  Saxon, M arch  17, 1936, F W P -L a .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
63
w ould s e t  up a t  once.
The o ffic e  in  B a to n  R ouge w as e v e n tu a lly  o p en ed , b u t c lo se d  
w hen  th e  s ta te  quota on  J u ly  15, 1937, w as  re d u c e d  b y  a lm o s t  h a lf . 
W hen Saxon got an in c re a s e d  quo ta  of te n  p e rs o n s  in  Ju n e , 1938, he 
e x p la in ed  to  A ls b e rg  w hy h e  w an ted  to  r e -o p e n  th e  B aton  Rouge o ffic e . 
He w ish e d  to  r e c h e c k  p a r t  of th e  guide w hich  d e a lt  w ith  th e  B aton 
Rouge a r e a ,  and  he  w an ted  to m ake u se  of the  "e x c e lle n t  l ib r a ry  a t  th e  
L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity . " He o ffe re d  a th ir d  r e a s o n  w h ich  he co n ­
s id e re d  m o re  im p o r ta n t  th an  th e  o th e rs :  "It s e e m s  n e c e s s a r y  to  m e 
th a t  a  f r ie n d sh ip  b e  ce m e n ted  b e tw e en  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty ,  
G o v e rn o r L e c h e  an d  th e  W r i t e r s 1 P r o je c t ,  f o r  w e w ill  need  help  p ro b ­
a b ly  w ith  th e  L o u is ia n a  Guide and  w ith  th e  fo lk lo re  book  w hich  i s  a ls o  
n e a r in g  c o m p le tio n . " To a s s u r e  th is  f r ie n d sh ip  w ith  th e  u n iv e rs ity ,  he 
p lan n ed  to  sp en d  a t  l e a s t  one day  of e a ch  w eek  in  B ato n  R ouge to  
" e s ta b li s h  a r e a l  bond w ith  the  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  so  th a t we 
m ay  have  i t s  b ack in g  now and in  the  f u tu r e ."  A ls b e rg  c o n c u rre d  w ith  
Saxon and r e p lie d :  "1 th in k  it  a v e ry  good id ea  to  r e - o p e n  th e  B aton  
R ouge o ffice  and  m ak e  th e  c o n ta c ts  in  B a to n  Rouge th a t  [ se e m ] im p o r ­
ta n t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  th e  G o v ern o r and th e  U n iv e rs ity .
3 ^L y le  Saxon to  H e n ry  A ls b e rg ,  M a rc h  31, 1936, F W P -L a .
4 ®Lyle Saxon to  H e n ry  A ls b e rg ,  Ju n e  1, 1938, i b id . ; H enry  
A ls b e rg  to  L y le  S axon, Ju n e  8 , 1938, ib id .
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B e c a u s e  of th e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  c o m p le x ity  of th e  r e l i e f  
p r o g ra m , c o n f l ic ts  in  quota a s s ig n m e n ts  o c c a s io n a lly  o c c u r r e d .  
A s s i s ta n t  A d m in is tr a to r  E llen  W oodw ard  s a id  th a t  th e  quota of 
w o r k e r s  on  th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t s  in  L o u is ia n a  had to  be  h e ld  down 
to  s e v e n ty - fo u r  w o rk e r s .  A t a p p ro x im a te ly  th e  sam e  t im e  A ls b e rg  
in fo rm e d  Saxon th a t  h e  w as a u th o r iz e d  a  quo ta  of e ig h ty  w o r k e r s .
T he L o u is ia n a  D ire c to r  s e t  up th e  p r o je c ts  on th e  b a s is  of th is  
n u m b e r  an d  had  fu n d s a v a ila b le  f o r  th is  f ig u re .  Upon b eco m in g  a w a re  
of th e  c o n f l ic t  Saxon req u e s te d  A ls b e rg  to  in fo rm  W oodw ard th a t  he  
had  a u th o r iz e d  a  quota of e ig h ty  w o r k e r s .  41
A lthough  q u o tas  w e re  th e o r e t ic a l ly  a s s ig n e d  on the  r a t io n a l  
b a s is  of c o r r e la t in g  w o rk e r s  w ith  fu n d s  a v a ila b le  a t  a given t im e ,  in 
r e a l i ty  th ey  se em e d  to  have b een  m ad e  on the  b a s is  of old fa sh io n e d  
" h o r s e  tra d in g .  " T he s ta te  d i r e c to r  in  L o u is ia n a  g e n e ra l ly  p ro te s te d  
quo ta  re d u c tio n s  and  in s is te d  th a t  h e  n e e d ed  m o re  w o rk e r s  th an  he w as 
a s s ig n e d . The n a tio n a l s ta f f  a p p a re n t ly  ex p e c te d  th is  re a c t io n  and 
o c c a s io n a lly  p e rm itte d  s lig h t qu o ta  i n c r e a s e s .
Q u o tas  co u ld  b e  su d d en ly  an d  d r a s t ic a l ly  red u c e d . On 
J u ly  15, 1937, th e  em p lo y m en t q uo ta  w a s  lo w e re d  f ro m  f if ty - tw o  to  
t h i r ty - s ix  p e rs o n s .  T h is  cu t c a m e  a t  a  t im e  w hen m e m b e rs  o f the
4 *Lyle Saxon to  H e n ry  A ls b e rg ,  A u g u st 1, 1936, ib id .
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W r i t e r s ’ P r o je c t s  w e re  eng ag ed  in  c o m p le tin g  th e  c o m p ila tio n  of th e  
s ta te  g u id e , in  r e w r it in g  a h i s to r y  of th e  N e g ro  in  L o u is ia n a , in  
ed itin g  th e  f in a l  p ro o fs  on a  b ook  a b o u t L o u is ia n a  fo lk lo re ,  and  in  
r e a d in g  th e  p ro o fs  on th e  gu id e  f o r  New O r le a n s .
Saxon b e c a m e  d e s p e r a te .  " I  a m  r e a l ly  up a g a in s t  the  w a ll 
h e re ,  " h e  w ro te  A ls b e rg ,  "and  i t  s e e m s  a  sh a m e  to  ru in  th e  p ro je c t  
j u s t  w hen th e  w o rk  of th e s e  p eop le  i s  so  e s s e n t ia l  to  i t s  s u c c e s s .  I 
know you w ill  do w h at yo u  c a n , b u t I  c an n o t e x p e c t  m u ch  h e lp  f ro m  
the  lo c a l  W PA s e t  up , a s  th e y  ru n  e v e ry th in g  a c c o rd in g  to  o r d e r s . . . .  
W on 't you  do  w h a t you c a n  to  h e lp  m e  k eep  th e  p r o je c t  i n t a c t , . .  . ”4^ 
T he lo c a l  WPA office  d id , h o w e v e r , t r y  to  h e lp  Saxon.
L eo  Spoffo rd  in fo rm e d  E lle n  S. W oodw ard  th a t  th e  d r a s t ic  cu t 
" r e s u l te d  in  s e r io u s ly  h a n d icap p in g  th e  e ff ic ie n t  o p e ra tio n  of th is  
p ro je c t"  and  w ould  " m e a n  ex tend ing  th e  w o rk  o v e r too  long a p e r io d  
to  a c h ie v e  th e  b e s t  p o s s ib le  r e s u l t s .  " She a s k e d  th e  A s s is ta n t  
A d m in is tr a to r  to  in c r e a s e  the  quota f ro m  th i r t y - s ix  to  fo r ty  p e rs o n s  
" in  o rd e r  th a t  th is  p ro je c t  m ig h t o p e ra te  on a  m o re  e ff ic ie n t b a s i s . "  
A c c o rd in g  to  a n o te  w r i t te n  on th e  b o tto m  of S p o ffo rd 1 s l e t t e r ,  th e
* j  43in c r e a s e  w a s  g ra n te d .
42 L y le  S axon to  H e n ry  A ls b e rg ,  Ju n e  28, 1937, ib id .
^ L e o  G. Spoffo rd  to  E lle n  S. W oodw ard , A u g u st 4 , 1937,
ib id .
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Q u o tas  v a r ie d  f ro m  y e a r  to  y e a r  and  o ften  f ro m  m onth  to  
m o n th . In  L o u is ia n a  th e y  ra n g e d  f ro m  th i r ty  to  e ig h ty -s ix . T h ey  
w e re  r e a l ly  th e  life  b lo o d  of p r o je c t  o p e ra t io n , s in c e  th e y  a ffe c te d  
th e  lev e l of p ro d u c tio n , th e  m o ra le  of p r o je c t  w o r k e r s ,  and  the 
o p p o r tu n itie s  f o r  em p lo y m en t. T h ey  c re a te d  a  g re a t  d e a l of a n x ie ty  
am ong  p ro je c t  e m p lo y e e s  and  c o n su m e d  a  la r g e  p a r t  of th e  t im e  of 
a d m in is t r a to r s .
A f te r  em p lo y in g  h is  qu o ta  of w o r k e r s ,  th e  S tate  D ir e c to r  
of th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s  in  L o u is ia n a  b e g a n  p r o g ra m  o p e ra tio n s , 
w h ich  in  l a r g e  p a r t  c o n s is te d  of g a th e r in g  in fo rm a tio n  fo r  p o s s ib le  
in c lu s io n  in  th e  s ta te  guide o r in  o th e r  p u b lic a tio n s . To a s s i s t  the  
p ro je c t  in  t h is  t a s k ,  u s e  w as m ad e  of n e w sp a p e r  e d ito r s ,  v o lu n te e r  
a s s i s ta n t s ,  and  v o lu n te e r  c o n s u lta n ts .
F r o m  th e  s ta r t  of th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s ,  A ls b e rg  sough t to 
ge t p e rs o n s  n o t o f f ic ia l ly  co n n ec ted  w ith  h is  p r o g ra m  to  a s s i s t  h im  in  
g a th e r in g  in fo rm a tio n . On N o v em b er 30, 193 5, he w ro te  to  s ta te  n e w s­
p a p e r  e d ito r s  a sk in g  th e m  fo r  su c h  a s s i s ta n c e .  He p re s e n te d  a  p lan  
w h ich  he hoped would o b ta in  f o r  th e m  e x c lu s iv e  s to r e s  a b o u t th e i r  c o m ­
m u n it ie s .  The in fo rm a tio n  th ey  g a th e re d  could  a ls o  be u se d  to  a s s u r e  
t h e i r  c i t i e s  of a " f i r s t - c l a s s  w r i te - u p  in  th e  A m e ric a n  g u id e .
^ H e n r y  A ls b e rg  to  E d i to r s  o r  P u b l is h e r s ,  N o v em b er 30, 
1935, ib id .
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He re m in d e d  th e  e d ito r s  th a t  m o s t  c o m m u n itie s  had h is to r ic  
b u ild in g s  o r  o th e r  p h y s ic a l o b jec ts  su ch  a s  t r e e s ,  v a l le y s ,  and lak e s  
ab o u t w hich  le g e n d s  had dev elo p ed . Q uite p o ss ib ly  so m e of the  o ld e s t  
lo c a l  r e s id e n ts  re c a l le d  th e  in c id e n ts  m ak in g  th e s e  o b jec ts  leg e n d a ry . 
In  o r d e r  to  a v o id  p e rm a n e n tly  lo sin g  th e  in fo rm a tio n , th e y  n eed ed  to 
b e  in te rv ie w e d  a s  soon a s  p o s s ib le . A s a n  ad d ed  in c e n tiv e  to  g a th e r  
in fo rm a tio n  fo r  th e  F W P , A ls b e rg  to ld  the  e d ito r s  th a t  m o re  to u r i s t  
t r a d e  w ould co m e  to  th e i r  c o m m u n itie s  if  th ey  g a th e re d  c o lo rfu l and 
un ique  d a ta . ^
A n o th e r  s o u rc e  of in fo rm a tio n  a v a ila b le  to  th e  e d ito r s  cam e 
f ro m  f a m ilie s  and  in d iv id u a ls  p o s s e s s in g  old b o o k s, m a n u s c r ip ts ,  
l e t t e r s ,  and  o th e r  va lu ab le  r e c o r d s .  W hen p r o p e r ly  a p p ra is e d  th ey  
co u ld  fin d  th e i r  w ay in to  a lo c a l  l ib r a r y  o r  m u su e m  w h e re  ev e ry o n e  
would h av e  the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  ex am in e  th em . A s  a n  ex a m p le  A ls b e rg  
n o ted  th a t  one F W P  w o rk e r  had  a lr e a d y  found a v a lu a b le  l e t t e r  
w r i t te n  b y  A b ra h a m  L in c o ln . ^
A ls b e rg 's  e f fo r t  to  g e t  n e w sp a p e r  e d ito r s  to  a s s i s t  the  F W P  
g a th e r  in fo rm a tio n  d id  no t w o rk  a s  p lan n ed . A l i t t l e  o v e r  a m onth  
a f te r  w r itin g  th e  e d ito r s  he no tif ied  s ta te  p ro je c t  d i r e c to r s  about w hat
46»'w p a  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t s  lo c a te s  lo n g - lo s t  L in c o ln  
m a n u s c r ip t ,"  F e b r u a r y  12, 1936, ib id .
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had gone w ro n g . E d i to r s  w e re  g a th e r in g  in fo rm a tio n , b u t no t fo r  
the  F W P . In s te a d , th e y  u sed  th e  m a te r ia ls  fo r  fe a tu re  s to r ie s  in 
th e i r  own p a p e rs .  T h e  d i s t r e s s e d  A ls b e rg  w ro te : "A lm o st d a ily  
c lip p in g s  o r  l e t t e r s  a r r i v e  to  show th a t  th e  e d ito r s  have b e e n  c a r r y ­
ing out th e  p la n —w ith o u t n o tify in g  u s .  H ence , w e a r e  in d a n g e r of 
lo s in g  the  b e n e fit  of th e i r  c o o p e ra tio n . " H e u rg ed  the  s ta te  d i r e c to r s  
to  n o tify  the  n e w sp a p e r  e d ito rs  in  th e i r  r e s p e c tiv e  s ta te s  to  in fo rm  
th e  F W P  w hen th ey  g a th e re d  in fo rm a tio n  in  o r d e r  th a t  p ro je c t  
o ffic ia ls  m igh t c o lle c t  i t .  ^
A ls b e rg  a ls o  r e l i e d  upon v o lu n te e r  a s s i s ta n t s  to  a id  th e  
F W P . T h e re  w as l i t t le  lik e lih o o d , he  w ro te  Saxon, th a t tow ns w ith  
l e s s  th an  ten  th o u san d  p e rs o n s  w ould  h av e  m e m b e rs  of th e  W r i te r s ' 
P r o je c t s  w o rk in g  in  th e m . He w ould th u s  h av e  to  r e ly  upon v o lu n te e r  
a s s i s ta n t s  liv in g  in  th e s e  to w n s to  p ro v id e  h im  w ith  in fo rm a tio n . 
A ls b e rg  in s t ru c te d  h im  how to  ob tain  t h e i r  h e lp . A f te r  g e tting  a l i s t  
of th e s e  sm a ll  tow ns f ro m  a U nited  S ta te s  O ffic ial P o s ta l  G uide, he 
w ould d iv ide th e m  in to  g ro u p s  c o rre sp o n d in g  to  th e  WPA d i s t r ic t s  in  
th e  s ta te .  The l i s t  w ould  b e  se n t  to e a ch  D is t r ic t  S u p e rv iso r  who 
would c o n fe r w ith  h is  lo c a l  co n su lta n ts  fo r  su g g e stio n s  on w ay s  to  
re a c h  p e rs o n s  w illin g  to  s e rv e  a s  v o lu n te e r  a s s i s ta n t s .
^ H e n r y  A ls b e rg  to  S ta te  D i r e c to r s ,  J a n u a ry  14, 193 6, ib id .
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In th e  even t th e r e  w e re  no  lo c a l  c o n s u lta n ts ,  l ib r a r i a n s ,  
sch o o l p r in c ip a ls ,  o r  o th e r  su ita b le  in d iv id u a ls  w e re  to  b e  c o n ta c ted  
to  se e  if  th e y  w ould  s e rv e  a s  v o lu n te e r  a s s i s ta n t s .  T h o se  a g re e in g  
to  h e lp  w e re  to  be im p r e s s e d  w ith  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of w r i tin g  th o ro u g h  
r e p o r t s .  T h e se  w e re  to  be sen t to  th e  D is tr i c t  S u p e rv is o r ,  who w ould  
th en  fo rw a rd  th e m  to  th e  S ta te  O ffice  in  N ew  O r le a n s . T h e re  th ey  
w ould be f ile d  a lp h a b e tic a lly  b y  to w n s and th en  ch eck ed  f o r  a c c u ra c y  
a g a in s t  r e l i a b le  s o u rc e s  abou t th e  c o m m u n itie s .  ^
S om ew hat s im ila r  to  th e  fu n c tio n s  p e rfo rm e d  by v o lu n te e r  
a s s i s ta n t s  w e re  th o se  c a r r ie d  on by  lo ca l and  s ta te  c o n su lta n ts  
s e rv in g  on a d v is o r y  c o m m itte e s .  The S ta te  A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee  
c o n s is te d  of s e le c te d  a u th o r i tie s  on to p ic s  c o v e re d  in  th e  guide.
L o ca l s u p e rv i s o r s  a ls o  fo rm e d  lo c a l  a d v is o ry  c o m m itte e s .  Unlike 
v o lu n te e r  a s s i s ta n t s ,  w hose  p r im a ry  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  w a s  the  co lle c tio n  
of d a ta , a d v is o r y  c o m m itte e  m e m b e rs  c r i t ic iz e d  e s s a y s  s u b m itte d  to  
th e m  b y  p r o je c t  o f f ic ia ls .
Saxon and  h is  a s s i s ta n t ,  E d w ard  D re y e r ,  had a  s ta te  
a d v is o ry  c o m m itte e  of tw e n ty - fo u r  p e rs o n s .  Som e of th e m  a p p a re n t ly  
w e re  a p p o in ted  a s  h o n o ra ry  m e m b e rs  to  len d  p re s t ig e  to  th e  W rite rs*  
P r o je c t s ,  o r  e ls e  i n te r p re te d  th e i r  ap p o in tm en ts  a s  su c h . W hen the
^ H e n r y  A ls b e rg  to  L y le  S axon, D e c e m b e r  17, 1935, ib id .
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l a t t e r  o c c u r r e d  no g r e a t  h a rm  re s u l te d ,  f o r  s p e c ia l i s ts  o th e r  th an  
th o s e  on th e  a d v is o ry  c o m m ittee  w e re  a s k e d  to  c o m m en t on p a r t i c u la r  
49e s s a y s .  7
D u rin g  th e  w in te r  of 1935, u n e m p lo y ed  p e rs o n s  d e s ir in g  
w o rk  on the  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s  w e re  n o t p r im a r i ly  in te r e s te d  in  th e  
d e te rm in a tio n  of p r o je c t  p la n s , th e  ap p o in tm en t of s ta te  d i r e c to r s ,  
th e  a d o p tio n  of w o rk  q u o ta s , o r  th e  s e le c tio n  of p r o je c ts .  T h e ir  
m a in  c o n c e rn  w as co n v in c in g  L y le  Saxon th a t  th e y  d e s e rv e d  w o rk  on 
th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s .  ^
4 9 " T he A m e r ic a n  G uide M anual, 11 10-11 .
50T he n a m e s  an d  o c cu p atio n s  of th e  m e m b e rs  of th e  A d v is o ry  
C o m m itte e  w e re  a s  fo llo w s: R o g e r  B a u d ie r ,  on th e  s ta f f  of T he 
C a th o lic  A c tio n ; N ic h o la s  B a u e r ,  S u p e r in te n d en t of New O r le a n s  P u b ­
l ic  Schoo ls; F r a n s  B lo m , H ead o f th e  D e p a r tm e n t of M id d le -A m e r ic a n  
R e s e a rc h ;  E s s a e  M. C u lv e r ,  L ib ra r ia n ,  L o u is ia n a  L ib ra r y  C o m m is ­
s ion ; N . C. C u r t is ,  A r c h ite c t  and  a u th o r ;  H e rm a n  D e u tsch , A u th o r 
and  on s ta ff of New O r le a n s  I te m ; C a ro lin e  D u rieu x , D ir e c to r ,  
L o u is ia n a  A r t  P r o je c t ;  D r . E d w ard  A . F ic k le n ,  Surgeon  and s c h o la r ;  
M oise  H. G o ld s te in , a r c h i te c t ;  R ic h a rd  K irk , p o e t and  p r o fe s s o r  of 
E n g lish ; D r . F r e d  B . K niffen , D e p a r tm e n t of G eo logy  a t L o u is ia n a  
S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty ;  R ic h a rd  K irk , A r c h ite c t  and  D i r e c to r  of H is to r ic  
B u ild in g s  S u rv e y  in  L o u is ia n a ; D r .  L eo n  R y d e r  M axw ell, D i r e c to r ,  
S chool of M u s ic , N ew com b C ollege ; R t. R e v . J a m e s  C ra ik  M o r r i s ,  
E p isc o p a l  B ish o p  of L o u is ia n a ; D r .  R o g e r  P . M cC utcheon , D ean  of 
G ra d u a te  S choo l, T u lan e  U n iv e rs i ty ;  C h a r le s  A. O 'N ie l, C hief J u s t ic e ,  
S u p rem e  C o u rt of L o u is ia n a ;  D r .  C h a r le s  W. P ip k in , D ean of G ra d u a te  
S choo l, L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity ; R t. R e v . Jo s e p h  F r a n c i s  R u m m e ll, 
C a th o lic  A rc h b is h o p  o f L o u is ia n a ; C le v e la n d  S e s s u m s , C r i t i c  on s ta ff  
of New O r le a n s  T im e s -P ic a y u n e ; G eo rg e  E . S im m o n s , H ead  of th e
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D e p a r tm e n t of J o u rn a l is m , T u lan e  U n iv e rs i ty ;  D r. H. W . S tro p h e r ,  
D i r e c to r ,  Schoo l of M u sic , L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty ,  D r . M a rt in  
te n  H o o r, D ean , C o lleg e  of A r ts  an d  S c ie n c e s , T ulane U n iv e rs ity ; 
and  R o b e r t  J .  U sh e r ,  L ib ra r ia n ,  H ow ard  M e m o r ia l  L ib ra r y .
T he n a m e  of one c o m m itte e m a n  w as n o t le g ib le .
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CH A PT E R  HI
A P P E A L S  FO R W ORK
A s S ta te  D ire c to r  of the  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s ,  L yle 
Saxon c o rr e s p o n d e d  w ith  m an y  p e rs o n s  seek in g  e m p lo y m en t on h is  
p r o je c ts .  T he l e t t e r s  h e  re c e iv e d  r e v e a l  m uch  abou t h is  r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t i e s  a s  a d m in is t r a to r  an d  a ls o  in d ic a te  th e  v a r io u s  ap p ea ls  
c o rr e s p o n d e n ts  u sed  in  seek in g  a jo b . The a p p e a ls  v a r ie d  b u t w e re  
s im i la r  in  c e r ta in  r e s p e c ts .  Som e a p p lic a n ts  p lay ed  on S ax o n 's  
e m o tio n s  by e x p la in in g  th e i r  d ire  eco n o m ic  c o n d itio n s . Som e 
a p p e a le d  to  h is  v a n ity  b y  p ro fu s e ly  p ra is in g  h is  books a s  g re a t  
l i t e r a r y  m a s te rp ie c e s .  O th er a p p lic a n ts  sough t to fo rc e  h im  to  h i re  
th e m  b y  hav in g  in flu e n tia l  p o lit ic ia n s  o r  c o m m u n ity  l e a d e r s  in te rv e n e  
on th e i r  b e h a lf .  A few  who knew Saxon b e fo re  he b e c am e  S ta te  
D ir e c to r  hoped th e i r  p a s t  f r ie n d sh ip  w ould g ive th e m  an  edge o v e r 
o th e r  a p p lic a n ts .
Saxon u n d e r  s tood th e  d iff icu lt t im e  m o s t  of th e  job a p p lic a n ts  
w e re  h a v in g . U nlike som e WPA a d m in is t r a to r s  he a n sw e red  a l l  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w ith  p e rs o n a l  l e t t e r s .  He o ffe re d  m o re  e n c o u ra g e ­
m e n t to  th e  q u a lif ie d  th an  to  th e  u n q u a lif ied  a p p lic a n ts .  Saxon t r i e d  
to  b e  fo r th r ig h t  and  h o n e s t w ith o u t h u r tin g  th o se  who had a lr e a d y  
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e x p e rie n c e d  m any d isa p p o in tm e n ts  in  l i f e .  He se em e d  to  hope th a t  
e v e ry  a p p lic a n t  could find  e m p lo y m en t, i f  n o t on th e  W r i t e r s ’ P r o je c t s  
th en  w ith  o th e r  WPA p ro je c ts  o r  w ith  p r iv a te  e n te r p r i s e .  Saxon did 
n o t h e s i ta te  to  t e l l  som e a p p lic a n ts  th a t  th e y  stood a  b e t t e r  ch an ce  
fo r  e m p lo y m en t on so m e  o th e r  WPA p r o g ra m . He would p ro v id e  
the  a p p lic a n ts  w ith  th e  n am e and a d d re s s  o f th e  o ffic ia l th ey  should 
c o n ta c t an d  e n c o u ra g e d  th e m  to  do so im m e d ia te ly .
Hugh E vans W all of N a p o leo n v ille  so u g h t to  u se  h is  p a s t 
a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  Saxon a s  a  le v e ra g e  to  get e m p lo y m en t on  the  
W r i te r s ' P r o je c t s .  W hen f i r s t  le a rn in g  of th e  w r i t e r s '  p ro g ra m  he 
c o n ta c ted  U nited  S ta te s  D e m o c ra tic  S e n a to r  P a t  H a r r is o n  of 
M is s is s ip p i.  The S en a to r, in tu rn ,  w ro te  to  A lsb e rg  who su g g ested  
th a t  W all g e t in  tou ch  w ith  Saxon. *
W all w as delig h ted  to  le a r n  th a t h is  old f r ie n d  Saxon had 
b een  ap p o in ted  L o u is ia n a  D ire c to r .  "I j u s t  th is  m in u te  found th e  
s to r y  abou t you having b een  a p p o in ted . . . and  f ra n k ly  h a s te n  to  
w r i te  you, " he  sa id . T he la s t  t im e  he had  w r i tte n  Saxon he fa iled  
to  m en tio n  th a t  h is  f a m ily  had b een  on r e l i e f  fo r  a lm o s t  a  y e a r .  He 
now b e lie v e d  th a t  Saxon could ge t h im  a jo b  on th e  w r i te r s '  p ro g ra m . ^
*H enry  G. A lsb e rg  to  P a t  H a r r is o n ,  O c to b e r 18, 1935, La 
C o l-L S L B R .
^ E v an s  W all to  L y le  Saxon, O c to b e r  17, 1935, ib id .
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Saxon in fo rm e d  W all on O c to b e r 21, 1935, th a t  th e  LW P
had no t y e t  b e g u n  o p e ra t io n s , bu t he soon e x p ec ted  th e m  to  s ta r t .
He w a s  u n c e r ta in  abou t th e  s a la r y  s c a le ,  bu t he hoped it  would be
f a i r ly  h ig h . He su g g e s te d  th a t  W all m ake  an  a p p lic a tio n  fo r  a 
3p o s itio n  in  N ap o le o n v ille . A f te r  re c e iv in g  th is  l e t t e r ,  the  unem ployed  
w r i te r  c o n c lu d ed  th a t  w ith  the b ack in g  of a  S e n a to r  and  th e  f r ie n d sh ip  
of Saxon, he had a  jo b . "It i s  a  g r e a t  r e l i e f  to  hope th a t  so m eth ing  
w ill  e v o lv e  b y  th e  1 st of N o v em b er, " h e  o p t im is t ic a l ly  w ro te  to  
Saxon. " I  s u r e ly  n eed  i t .
The f i r s t  tw o w e e k s  of N o v em b er p a s se d  but W all h e a rd  
n o th ing  f ro m  Saxon . He d e s p e ra te ly  w ro te  th e  S ta te  D ire c to r:  "The 
g ro c e r  h a s  s to p p ed  m y  c re d it  and w e a r e  abou t to  be  put out fo r  non­
p ay m en t. V e rg in g  on d e s p e ra tio n . Can you p o s s ib ly  t e l l  w hen I m ay  
ex p ec t so m e th in g  to  do on th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t?  Nobody h e re  e x p e c ts  
an y  WPA p ro je c t  to  get u n d erw ay  u n til abou t J a n u a ry .  I  c a n 't  
p o s s ib ly  hold o u t ■until th e n .
T h is  p lea  p laced  Saxon in  a n  e m b a r ra s s in g  s itu a tio n . He 
in fo rm e d  h is  f r ie n d  th a t  he h a rd ly  knew w hat to  t e l l  h im  s in c e
■*Lyle Saxon to  E v an s W all, O c to b e r 21, 1935, ib id .
4 E v an s W all to  L y le  Saxon, O c to b e r  23, 1935, ib id .
^ E v an s  W all to  L y le  Saxon, N o v em b er 11, 1935, ib id .
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W a sh in g to n  had  n o t y e t  r e l e a s e d  fu n d s  n e c e s s a r y  to  s t a r t  th e  W r i t e r s ’ 
P r o je c t s  in  h is  d i s t r ic t .  He h o p ed  th a t  th e  m o n ey  w ould a r r i v e  w ith in  
f if te e n  d a y s . ^ E le v en  d ay s  l a t e r  he ag a in  w ro te  W all in fo rm in g  h im  
of W a sh in g to n ’s t a r d in e s s  in  r e le a s in g  funds n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s ta r t in g  
w o rk  in  h is  d i s t r i c t .  In an  obv io u s  a tte m p t  to  c h e e r  up W all h e  w ro te :  
" I  a m  s o r r y  th a t  you a r e  h a v in g  su c h  a  b ad  t im e ,  but w h at you say  
ab o u t y o u r own c re a t iv e  w r i tin g  i s  th e  b e s t  n ew s  th a t  I h av e  had in  
so m e  t im e . My own c re a t iv e  w r i tin g  s to p p ed  th e  day  I  took  th is  jo b .
W all n e x t sh if ted  h is  a tte n tio n  f ro m  Saxon to  th e  D is tr ic t  
S u p e rv is o r  of h i s  a r e a ,  M iss  M a ry  Ja n e  Sw eeney. On F e b r u a r y  9, 
1936, he a sk e d  fo r  a n  a p p o in tm en t to  s e e  h e r .  He an x io u s ly  w a ite d  
fo r  h e r  r e p ly  d u r in g  th e  r e m a in d e r  of th e  m o n th  and th ro u g h  th e  
f i r s t  w e e k  o f M a rc h . ® On the  sev en th  of M a rc h  he a g a in  w ro te  
S w eeney, "I h av e  h e a rd  no th in g  f u r th e r  f ro m  you and  th e  s u s p e n s e  
i s  t e r r ib l e !  W on 't y o u  w r i te  m e , " h e  im p lo re d ,  f o r  h is  hope w as 
" w e a r in g  a b i t  th in .
S w eeney  f in a l ly  a n s w e re d  W a ll 's  l e t t e r  on M a rc h  7 and
^ L y le  Saxon to  E v a n s  W all, N o v em b er 19, 1935, ib id .
^ L y le  Saxon to  E v a n s  W all, N o v em b er 30 , 1935, ib id .
^ E v an s  W all to  M ary  Ja n e  Sw eeney, F e b r u a r y  9, 1936, ib id .
^ E v an s W all to M ary  Ja n e  Sw eeney, M a rc h  7 , 1936, ib id .
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e x p la in e d  w hy  she had  b een  so ta rd y  in  w r i tin g  h im . O nly th e  day 
b e fo re  w a s  she  a b le  to  s e c u re  a  ty p e w r i te r  a n d  a  ty p is t.  The d e m a n d s  
on h e r  t im e  b y  h e r  n ew  p o s it io n  a ls o  c a u se d  h e r  to  d e lay  h e r  re p ly .  
A f te r  ex p la in in g  h e r  w o e s , Sw eeney th e n  in fo rm e d  W all w hy she w ould  
n o t h i r e  h im . H is w ife  w o rk ed  an d  m a d e  m o re  m o n ey  th an  the  w o rk e rs  
on h e r  p ro je c t .  She co n c lu d ed  th a t  i t  w as  "b e s t  y o u r w ife  b e  th e  one 
to  b e  em p lo y e d . " She a ls o  sa id  th a t  th e r e  w as  no  c e r ta in ty  a s  to  how 
long  th e  p r o je c t  w ould l a s t  and  th a t  W all w ou ld  h av e  to  m ove  to  
L a fa y e tte  o r  be s e p a ra te d  f ro m  h is  f a m ily  if he got a w r i t e r s '  jo b .
In  s h o r t ,  sh e  co u ld  "do  a b s o lu te ly  n o th ing  to  h e lp "  h im . 10
W all n e x t d ec id ed  to  a tte m p t  m o re  d i r e c t  a c tio n . He 
v is i te d  f r i e n d s  and  r e la t iv e s  in  B aton  R ouge  hoping th a t  th ey  w ould 
s e e  Saxon on h i s  b e h a lf .  He th en  n o tif ied  Saxon th a t  Ju d g e  Jo h n  F r e d  
O dom , W . B . H a tc h e r ,  and h is  c o u s in  Bob P e t i t  m ig h t s e e  h im .
" L y le , " h e  p le a d e d , " th in g s  a r e  r e a l ly  g e ttin g  d e s p e r a te - - I  m ean  
th e  a b s o lu te  n e c e s s i t i e s .  F o r  th e  sak e  of w h a te v e r  G ods th e r e  used  
to  b e , b e fo re  th is  d e p re s s io n  sw ept aw ay  e v e ry th in g - - if  you can  h e lp  
m e to  so m e th in g  in  L a fa y e tte ,  New O r le a n s  o r  B ato n  R o u g e - -p le a se  
do i t  soon! " A s a n  a f te r th o u g h t h e  o b s e rv e d  to  Saxon: "G lad  you a r e  
out of th e  s t r e s s  of a l l  th is .  I t 's  h e ll . W rite  m e  so m eth in g  e i th e r
10M a ry  Ja n e  Sw eeney  to  E v a n s  W a ll, M a rc h  7, 1936, ib id .
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good o r  b a d . A nyth ing  i s  e a s i e r  to  fac e  th a n  s u s p e n s e . " 11
W all, h o w ev er, w a s  k ep t in  su s p e n s e  f o r  a n o th e r  tw o m o n th s . 
S w eeney  on A u g u st 26 a g a in  ap o lo g ized  f o r  h e r  p ro c ra s t in a t io n .  The 
" ru sh  in  th e  o ffice"  had  "n o t p e rm itte d  an  a n s w e r  to  y o u r  l e t t e r ,  no te  
and  c a rd  any  s o o n e r. " She a s s u re d  h im  th a t  h e r  " a n sw e r  w as no t 
'in te rc e p te d ' a s  y ou  w e re  lea d  [sic] to  b e lie v e . " A lthough  only  an  
a d m in is t r a to r  fo r  a few  m o n th s , she d is m is s e d  W a ll 's  r e q u e s t  w ith  
th e  fo llow ing s e n te n c e s :  "Y o u r a p p lic a tio n  i s  on f i le .  Should th e  
F e d e r a l  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  have  n eed  of one of your q u a lif ic a tio n s  a t  
a  l a t e r  d a te  I sh a ll  k eep  you  in  m in d . T h a t i s  a l l  th a t  can  b e  sa id  a t 
p r e s e n t . " 1^ I t  is  n o t d iff ic u lt to  im a g in e , h o w ev er, th a t  W all 
p ro b ab ly  had m u ch  m o re  to  say  ab o u t th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t s ,  Sw eeney, 
and h is  f r ie n d  Saxon. F in a lly ,  a f t e r  n in e  m o n th s  of w ritin g  le t t e r s ,  
f il lin g  out a p p lic a tio n  f o rm s ,  v is i tin g  WPA o f fic e s , o ffe rin g  to m o v e, 
and  b a s in g  h is  hope on a f r ie n d sh ip  w ith  Saxon, W a ll 's  su sp en se  a t  
l a s t  h ad  co m e  to  a n  end . He fa i le d  to  ob tain  em p lo y m en t on the  
L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t .
One of the  m o re  d e s p a ir in g  l e t t e r s  to  Saxon c a m e  f ro m  
O liv er M. T h o m aso n  of L e e s v il le .  T h o m aso n  se em in g ly  r e s e n te d
11E v a n s  W all to  L y le  Saxon, M a rc h  7, 1936, ib id .
^ M a r y  Ja n e  S w eeney  to  E v an s W all, A ugust 26, 1936, ib id .
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b e in g  in  eco n o m ic  s t r a i t s  he  had no p a r t  in  c re a t in g ,  w h ile  a t  the  
s a m e  t im e  hav in g  to  a p p ly  fo r  r e l i e f  w o rk  he had  no  hope of g e tting . 
W hen th e  W PA w as  c re a te d  T h o m aso n  fo llow ed  th e  p ro c e d u re s  he 
f e l t  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  s e cu r in g  r e l i e f  e m p lo y m en t. He q u a lif ie d  f o r  
r e l i e f  w o rk , s e c u re d  a  r e l i e f  c a rd ,  got e n d o rse m e n ts  f ro m  D em o­
c ra t ic  p o lit ic ia n s , and c o rre sp o n d e d  w ith  WPA o ffic ia ls  in  
W ash ing ton  and L o u is ia n a .
S ince h e  had e x p e rie n c e  a s  a new s w r i te r  T h o m aso n  
ap p lie d  f o r  a p o s itio n  in th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s  in  D e c e m b e r , 1935.
On M a rc h  3 , 1936, he d ec id ed  to go th ro u g h  h is  l e t t e r  f ile  to  r e ­
e x am in e  a ll  of the  l e t t e r s  he had w r itte n  and re c e iv e d  p e rta in in g  
to  h is  job a p p lic a tio n . He ask ed  Saxon if  i t  w ould do any  good to  
send th e  l e t t e r s  b ack  to  th e  "head  o ffice  a t  W ash ing ton  f o r  a n o th e r  
's i f t in g ' down. " T h o m aso n  doubted th a t  i t  w ould , fo r  a lth o u g h  he 
w as on  r e l i e f ,  a WPA o ffic ia l in  A le x a n d ria  a d v ise d  h im  th a t  h e  d id  
not h a v e  " th e  p ro p e r  q u a lity  and  v in ta g e  of r e l i e f .  M ine w as only 
's u rp lu s  c o m m o d itie s ' r e l i e f ,  and  b e s id e s  I w en t on a f te r  a  given d a te , 
w hich s e rv e d  th e  c h a rm  s t r i n g ,"  he co m p la in ed . ^
T h o m aso n  co nc luded  th a t h e  h ad  m is ta k e n ly  t r i e d  to  su s ta in  
h im s e lf  and h is  fam ily  d u r in g  the  d e p re s s io n :  " I thought I w as doing
* ̂ O liv e r  M. T h o m aso n  to  L y le  Saxon, M a rc h  3 , 1936, ib id .
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th e  b ig , b ra v e  th in g  and  ev en  b o a s te d  ab o u t i t"  in  m an ag in g  to  k e e p  a  
c a r ,  ty p e w r i te r ,  and a  few  fa v o r i te  b ooks by  o c c a s io n a lly  g e ttin g  
te m p o r a r y  n e w sp a p e r  e m p lo y m en t. "B u t I  s e e  I  sh o u ld  h av e  th ro w n  
up  m y  han d s and  sa t d o w n -- th e n  I  w ou ld  h ave  been  e lig ib le  fo r  so m e 
of th is  'm a d e  w o r k .111
T h o m aso n  co n tin u ed  h is  t a le  of w oe to  Saxon p e rh a p s  to  
im p r e s s  th e  S ta te  D ir e c to r  w ith  h is  w r i tin g  a b il i t i e s  o r  to  c a u se  
Saxon to  f e e l  so  s o r r y  f o r  h im  th a t  Saxon would o ffe r  h im  a job . 
T h o m aso n  co u ld  n o t u n d e rs ta n d  why h e , a  lo y a l d e m o c ra t,  should 
h av e  su c h  a h a rd  t im e . "And h e re  I a m ,"  he la m e n te d , "p lugging  
fo r  the  A d m in is tra t io n  (b ec a u se  I b e lie v e  if  g iven  t im e  an d  th e  p ow er 
M r. R o o se v e lt i s  h eaded  r ig h t) ,  and n o th in g  in  s ig h t bu t a food we 
c a l l  's lu m g u il lio n , 1 and th e  p ro s p e c ts  fo r  th a t  n o t v e ry  b r i l l i a n t . " 1®
N o r co u ld  T h o m aso n  ju s t ify  h is  econom ic  p lig h t w ith  w hat 
h e , a d ev o ted  f a th e r ,  had done f o r  h i s  co u n try . "I c o n fe s s  I g row  a 
l i t t l e  s a r c a s t i c  once in  a w h ile . B e c a u s e  I had  th e  good ju d g m en t to  
do m y s h a re  in  th e  p ro p o g atio n  [sic] of th e  s p e c ie s  a long  t im e  a g o , 
and  am  n o t t h e r e fo r e ,  now  th e  daddy of a h o u s e -fu ll  of k id d ie s  (God 
b le s s  'e m ), I a m  not c o n s id e re d  w o rth  s a v in g ."  W hat m ad e  th is  so
^ I b i d .
15Ib id .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
80
h a rd  to  ta k e  w as  th a t  he once had  a  son  who " v o lu n te e re d  to  h e lp  
m ak e  th e  w o rld  sa fe  fo r  d e m o c ra c y  (o r w as  i t  D e m o c ra c y ? ) ,  and  
w a s  n e v e r  r e tu r n e d  to  m e , y e t . . . .[W ]ell, I 'm  n o t  co m p la in in g , " 
h e  s a id , in  o b v io u s  m is s ta te m e n t.  ^
Saxon m u st  h ave  w o n d ered  w hy  T h o m a so n  se le c te d  h im  a s  an  
au d ie n c e  fo r  th e  m a n 's  t ro u b le s .  T h o m aso n  a n s w e re d  th is  q u e s tio n  
in  th e  l a s t  p a ra g r a p h  of h is  l e t t e r :  "M y m o tiv e  in  w r i tin g  th is  l e t t e r  
w a s  to  se e  i f  y o u  had  an y  su g g e stio n  to  m ak e . Y our l e t t e r s  w e re  th e  
m o s t  'h u m a n ' of a l l  th a t  I  h av e  r e c e iv e d .  "
"H u m an " l e t t e r s  w e re  no  s u b s ti tu te  f o r  jo b s , h o w ev er, and 
i t  w a s  w o rk  th a t  M rs .  M a ry  N oble w a n te d . M rs .  N oble f e l t  q u a lif ied  
to  w o rk  on th e  F W P  b e c a u s e  of th e  e d u ca tio n  of h e r  d a u g h te r ,  the  
k in d n ess  of h e r  p a re n ts ,  an d  h e r  own a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th e  E a s te r n  
S ta r .  She f e a r e d  Saxon m igh t th in k  h e r  u n q u a lif ie d  b e c a u se  she h ad  
n e ith e r  a  c o lle g e  d e g re e  n o r  a h igh  sch o o l d ip lo m a . She a s s u r e d  h im , 
h o w e v e r, th a t  she w as  a n  e d u c a te d  w o m an . " I  h ave  g a in ed  m u ch , 
t h a t  o ne  d o e s  n o t  ge t th ro u g h  b o o k s , " r a n  h e r  co n v e n tio n a l a rg u m e n t,  
" th e r e fo r e  do n o t th in k  th is  would h a m p e r  m y  p r o g r e s s .  " T h en , 
a f t e r  su g g e s tin g  th a t  fo rm a l  e d u c a tio n  w as n o t im p o r ta n t ,  sh e  t r i e d
l 6Ib id .
17Ib id .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
81
to  show  how  m u ch  f o rm a l  e d u ca tio n  sh e  a c tu a l ly  had . A lthough sh e  
had  gone o n ly  th ro u g h  th e  te n th  g ra d e ,  sh e  h ad  g ra d u a te d  f ro m  a 
b u s in e s s  c o lle g e  in  S h re v e p o r t  w ith  m a jo r s  in  " sh o rth a n d  an d  ty p e ­
w r i t i n g . " 1® She had  a ls o  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  e d u ca ted  p eo p le  an d  f ro m  
th e m  le a r n e d  m u ch  th a t  one d oes n o t g a in  f ro m  b o o k s . The edu cated  
p e rs o n  w ith  w h o m  sh e  c lo s e ly  a s s o c ia te d  w a s  h e r  d a u g h te r ,  a c o lleg e  
g rad u a te  an d  h ig h  sc h o o l t e a c h e r .  H e r  d au g h te r  " tr a v e le d  e x te n s iv e ly  
a ls o ,  w h ich  i s  a n  e d u ca tio n  w ith in  i t s e l f ,  " she in fo rm e d  the  State  
D i r e c to r ,  "and  th ro u g h  h e r ,  I  h av e  le a rn e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l. 1,19
M rs .  N oble a ls o  a rg u e d  th a t  she  w a s  q u a lif ie d  f o r  w o rk  on 
th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s  b e c a u s e  h e r  p a re n ts  w e re  so w o n d erfu l. "M y 
p a re n ts  c e le b r a te d  t h e i r  s ix ty - fo u r th  w edding  a n n iv e r s a r y  F e b r u a r y  
1st. My m o th e r  i s  e ig h ty -tw o  and m y  f a th e r  e ig h ty -e ig h t  y e a r  s 
young. " In  a d d itio n  to  t h e i r  a n tiq u ity  th ey  w e re  a ls o  w o n d erfu l 
b e c a u s e  th e y  w e re  " a c tiv e , l iv e  in  t h e i r  own h o m e, ta k e  c a re  of 
th e m s e lv e s ,  a r e  in d ep e n d e n t, a tten d  c h u rc h ,  s o c ia l  an d  p o litic a l 
m e e tin g s , ta k e  an  i n te r e s t  in  a l l  c iv ic  a f f a i r s ,  and  ev e ry th in g  fun . " 
T h ese  a c tiv e  pafentS' had m an ag ed  d u r in g  t h e i r  m a r r ie d  life  to have 
f iv e  c h ild r e n ,  " a ll  of w hom  a r e  liv in g . 1,29
^ M a r y  L . N oble  to  L y le  Saxon, F e b r u a r y  4 , 1936, ib id .
19Ib id .
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Saxon a ls o  le a rn e d  th a t  M rs .  N o b le 's  m o th e r  "w as th e  f i r s t
la d y  to  r e g i s te r  an d  v o te  in  L o u is ia n a . She a ls o  h ad  th e  p le a s u re  of
r id in g  on th e  f i r s t  t r a in  in  L o u is ia n a . " A n d , u n doub ted ly  th e  m o s t
im p o r ta n t  e v e n t of a ll: "W hen J e f f e rs o n  D a v is  v is i te d  th e  c o lle g e  she
a tte n d e d  and  w as in tro d u c e d  to  th e  g i r l s ,  h e  k is s e d  h e r  h and , she 
21b e in g  the  o n ly  one th u s  h o n o red . "
In a d d itio n  to  a s so c ia tin g  w ith  an  ed u ca ted  d au g h te r  and  
w o n d erfu l p a r e n t s ,  M rs .  N oble had c o n ta c t  w ith  la d ie s  of th e  E a s te r n  
S ta r .  She d id  m o re  th an  a s s o c ia te ,  h o w e v e r , fo r  she  h e ld  im p o r ta n t  
p o s itio n s  w ith in  th e  o rg an iz a tio n  and  w a s  s e v e r a l  t im e s  ho n o red  by  
i t .  She ev en  h e ld  one h igh  p o s itio n  fo r  th re e  y e a r s ,  "an honor 
c o n fe r re d  upon one only  in  a l i f e - t im e ,  and  f o r  th r e e  y e a rs  only. 1,22 
Saxon th u s  had  in fo rm a tio n  about M rs . N o b le 's  E a s te r n  S ta r  a c c o m ­
p lis h m e n ts ,  h e r  d a u g h te r 's  ed u catio n , and  th e  v i r tu e  of h e r  p a re n ts ,  
bu t l i t t le  a b o u t h e r  q u a lif ic a tio n s  fo r  th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s .
S om e a p p lic a n ts  a p p a re n tly  fe l t  th a t  p e rs o n a l  q u a lif ic a tio n s  
w e re  not a s  im p o r ta n t  a s  o n e 's  d e s i r e  to  b e c o m e  a m em b e r of th e  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s .  M rs .  D. W. D e r r ic k  of M an sfie ld  a sk ed  Saxon:
"Is th e r e  so m e w ay I m ay  a s s i s t  you?  A m  n o t e lig ib le  f o r  r e l ie f  but
21Ib id .
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I w ould so  l ik e  to  a id  in  th e  r e s e a r c h  w o rk . H o n est c o n fess io n ! I 
w an t to  b e  a  rec o g n iz ed  g e n e a lo g is t- -a n d  m u s t  p ro v e  m y effic ien cy  
a lo n g  c e r ta in  l in e s  — T h is  se em e d  a n  o p p o rtu n ity —w as i t ? " ^
M rs .  R . B. M urphy  of M inden a ls o  f e l t  th a t  h e r  in te r e s t  in 
gen ealo g y  m ig h t  q u a lify  h e r  fo r  a p o s itio n . She a d m itte d  th a t  she 
had no w r itin g  e x p e rie n c e , b u t sh e  b e lie v e d  th a t  she  had the  a b ility  
to  " 'g e t  o n 1 to  th e  kn ack  of doing th is  w o rk ."  She a ls o  w ro te : "I hav e , 
fo r  som e t im e  b een  in te re s te d  in g e n e a lo g ica l w o rk , having g a th e red  
q u ite  a lo t  of m a te r ia l  on v a r io u s  s id e s  of m y fa m ily . 11 If Saxon 
doubted  h e r  g e n e a lo g ica l ta le n ts ,  she su g g e ste d  he c o n ta c t h e r  f i r s t  
co u s in , P r e n t ic e  L . Sm ith  of New O r le a n s , S a x o n 's  f o rm e r  a s so c ia te  
on the s ta ff o f the New O rle a n s  T im e s  P ic a y u n e . ^
A f te r  re c e iv in g  so m any le t t e r s  f ro m  a p p lic a n ts  using  
su b tle  and n o t  too su b tle  a p p e a ls , Saxon m u s t  h av e  found the  l e t t e r s  
of M iss  L a u r a  L e e  S p en ce r bo th  r e f r e s h in g  and p a th e tic .  She f i r s t  
le a rn e d  of th e  W r i te r s ' P ro je c ts  f ro m  an  a r t i c l e  in  th e  L o u is ian a  
W eek ly , a N e g ro  n e w s p a p e r. A fte r  re a d in g  i t ,  she  c o n ta c ted  John P . 
D av is , S e c re ta ry  to  the  Jo in t C o m m ittee  of N a tio n a l R e c o v e ry , who 
in s t ru c te d  h e r  to  w r i te  Saxon.
^ M r s .  D . W. D e r r ic k  to  L y le  Saxon, D e c e m b e r  4 , 1935, ib id .
24 M rs .  R . B . M urphy to  L y le  Saxon, Ju n e  18, 1936, ib id .
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On C h r is tm a s  D ay , 1935, S p e n c e r in fo rm e d  the  S tate 
D ire c to r  th a t  sh e  w as a  w r i te r  w ho w as in te r e s te d  in  ob tain ing  
em p lo y m en t. " I  a m  a  w r i te r ,  " she sa id . "H ave p le n ty  o f D r a m a s .  
B o th  School and  C u rc h . I  h av e  a  Book on a  C o m p o sitio n . Sub.
O ur P r o g r e s s  s in c e  S la v e ry , I th in k  i s  v e ry  i n te r e s t .  "^5 In  th e  
lig h t of c e r ta in  s o c ia l  s ta n d a rd s  of h is  d ay , Saxon did two u n u su a l 
th in g s . He c o u rte o u s ly  a n sw e re d  h e r  l e t t e r  and a d d re s s e d  h e r  as 
"M is s "  S p e n c e r.  He in fo rm e d  h ex  th a t  th e  p ro je c t  in  h e r  d i s t r i c t  
had no t y e t  b egun  a s  funds f ro m  W ash in g to n  w e re  la te  in a r r iv in g .  
He s u g g e ste d  th a t  she c o m p le te  a n  a p p lic a tio n  fo rm  in  L a fay e tte ,
a f te r  w h ich  she m ig h t b e  i n t e r v i e w e d . ^
On J a n u a ry  11, 1936, S p en ce r n o tif ied  Saxon th a t  she  had 
re c e iv e d  h is  l e t t e r  b u t could  not u n d e rs ta n d  h is  in s t ru c t io n s .  She 
ask ed  h im  to  " w r i te  and  p le a s e  ex p la in  to  m e w hat to  te l l  th e  one in  
L a fa y e tte ,  p le a se  a n s w e r  soon and  ex p la in , p lea se  h e lp  m e  M r. 
Saxon to  g e t in"  th e  P r o je c t .  " [I  a m ] v e ry  an x io u s  to  be a w r i te r  
of m y r a c e  o r  in  m y  c ity .
Saxon a g a in  rec o m m e n d e d  th a t  sh e  w r i te  I sa a c  W o o ste r ,
^ M r s .  R . B . M urphy  to  L y le  Saxon, Ju n e  18, 1936, ib id . 
^ L y l e  Saxon to  L a u ra  S p e n c e r, J a n u a ry  7,
^ ^ L a u ra  S p e n c e r to  L y le  S axon, J a n u a ry  11,
193 6, ib id . 
1936, ib id .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
85
D is t r i c t  D i r e c to r ,  L a fa y e tte , s ta t in g  th a t  sh e  w ish e d  to  m ak e  
a p p lic a tio n  f o r  w o rk . He a s k e d  h e r  to  p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  about 
h e r  q u a lif ic a tio n s  a s  a  w r i te r ,  h e r  ed u c a tio n , an d  h e r  p u b lic a tio n s , 
if  a n y . He th e n  a d v ise d :  "A s th e  n u m b e r  of w o rk e r s  f o r  ou r p ro je c t  
w il l  b e  n e c e s s a r i l y  s m a ll,  I  w ou lc  s u g g e s t  th a t  you a ls o  m ak e  
a p p lic a tio n  f o r  w o rk  w ith  th e  T e a c h e r s ' P r o je c t s  o r  so m e  s im ila r  
p ro je c t  now  u n d e rw a y .
In m id - F e b r u a r y  she ag a in  w ro te  to  Saxon say in g  th a t  
W o o s te r  n e v e r  r e p l ie d  to  h e r  l e t t e r  of J a n u a r y  19. She was about 
to  give up  b u t  w o n d ered  i f  Saxon m ig h t no t w r i te  W o o s te r  in s tru c t in g  
h im  to  send  h e r  a n  a p p lic a tio n  fo rm . ^  s h e  a ls o  w ro te  to  W o o s te r  
and sa id : " M r W o o ste r  I W ish  to  m ak e  a p p lic a tio n  w ith  the  F e d e ra l  
W r i te r s .  I a m  n o t no  h ig h  schoo l g ra d u te . I s to p  in  s ix th  g ra d e .
My d e s i r e  a lw a y s  W as to  b eC o m e a W r i te r .  W hen a t schoo l I W ro te  
W ro te  good s to r i e s .  M y t e a c h e r s  a lw ay s  a d m ir e  th e m . I r a th e r
30W rite  D r a m a s  b o th  School and C h u rc h  D r a m a s ,  p o e m s-so n g  to . "
S p e n c e r  w ro te  to  Saxon once m o re  te l l in g  h im  th a t  W o o ste r  
w ould n o t a n s w e r  h e r  c o rre s p o n d e n c e . E v e r y  day  sh e  w a ited  fo r  a
^®Lyle Saxon to  L a u ra  S p e n c e r,  J a n u a r y  18, 1936, ib id . 
^ L a u r a  S p en ce r to  L y le  Saxon, F e b r u a r y  15, 1936, ib id . 
^ L a u r a  S p e n c e r to  I sa a c  W o o s te r ,  A p r i l  15, 1936, ib id .
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le t t e r  f ro m  h im  b u t  to  n o  a v a il .  She b e g g e d  Saxon to  h e lp  h e r  get on 
th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s .  " O u r  Sunday S chool i s  p r a c t in g  a C h u rc h  
D ra m a , " she  co n tin u ed , " L a z a ru s  a t  th e  R ic h  m an  D oor i t  s e e m  to  
b e  in te r e s t in g .  W e v e ry  s e ld o m  h a v e  c h u rc h  D ra m a s  I  m ea n  r ig h t  
f ro m  th e  B ib le . " She f e l t  s u re  Saxon w ould  h e lp  h e r  s in c e  he  "took, 
p a in  enough to  t e l l  m e how  to  W rite  fo r  a  a p p lic a tio n . " She p lanned  
to  v i s i t  h im  in  Ju n e  w hen sh e  a tte n d e d  a  N a tio n a l Sunday School 
C onv en tio n  in  New O r le a n s .
A f te r  th re e  m o n th s  th e  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  w ith  S p e n c e r ca m e  
to  a n  end . Saxon in fo rm e d  h e r  on  A p r i l  21 th a t  he cou ld  not p re s e n t ly  
h i r e  a n y  a d d itio n a l w o r k e r s  a n d  th a t  th e  p ro je c t  in  h e r  d i s t r i c t  w as 
a lm o s t  c o m p le te d . " I a m  s in c e r e ly  s o r r y  th a t  w e can n o t find  w o rk  
fo r  you on th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s ,  " h e  c o n c lu d e d .^2 B u t w hile  he 
co u ld  n o t find  w o rk  f o r  S p e n c e r,  a  m o v em e n t w as  u n d erw ay  to m ake  
p o s s ib le  th e  h ir in g  of q u a lif ie d  N e g ro e s  on a n  a l l - b la c k  p ro je c t  
w r i tin g  th e  h is to ry  of th e i r  r a c e  f ro m  th e  t im e  of t h e i r  a r r i v a l  on 
s la v e  sh ip s  u n til  th e  1 9 3 0 's . The p e rs o n  p a r t i a l ly  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  
g e n e ra t in g  th e  m o m e n tu m  fo r  th is  p ro je c t  in  L o u is ia n a  w as  J a m e s  B . 
La F  o u r c he .
^ L a u r a  S p e n c e r  to  L y le  S axon,
^ L y l e  S axon to  L a u r a  S p e n c e r,
A p r i l  15, 1936, ib id . 
A p r i l  21, 1936, ib id .
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L a F o u rc h e  c o n ta c ted  Jo h n  D av is , E x e c u tiv e  S e c re ta ry  of 
th e  Jo in t  C o m m itte e  on N ationa l R e c o v e ry , hoping th a t  D a v is  could  
h e lp  h im  g e t a  p o s itio n  on th e  F W P  in  L o u is ia n a . L a F o u rc h e  rem in d ed  
D av is  th a t  h e  w as  q u a lif ied  fo r  su c h  a  p o s itio n , fo r  he had  a  B .A . f ro m  
New O r le a n s  U n iv e rs i ty , h ad  done a d d itio n a l s tu d y  a t New Y o rk  
U n iv e rs ity , h ad  r e c e iv e d  e d ito r ia l  t ra in in g  a t  th e  C o lum bia  U n iv e rs i ty  
School of J o u rn a l is m , an d  had s e rv e d  fo r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a s  e d ito r  of 
the  N eg ro  L o u is ia n a  W eek ly  n e w s p a p e r.  D e sp ite  th e s e  c re d e n t ia l s ,  
h o w e v e r , w hen L a F o u rc h e  a p p lied  f o r  w o rk  on th e  WPA h e  w as g iven  
a  c a rd  to  w o rk  a s  a co m m o n  la b o r e r  "d igg ing  and  d itch in g .
Im p r e s s e d  w ith  th e  c re d e n t ia ls  an d  n eed  of L a F o u rc h e ,
D av is c o n ta c ted  A ls b e rg  who su g g e ste d  he w r i te  to  Saxon in  
L o u i s i a n a .^  A p p a re n tly  no t s a tis f ie d  w ith  A ls b e rg 's  su g g e stio n ,
D av is  th en  w ro te  to  Ja co b  B a k e r  ab o u t L a F o u rc h e . The only  
in fo rm a tio n  B a k e r  could g ive w as th a t  he  had g iven and w ould  
co n tin u e  to  g ive in s t r u c t io n s  to  th e  d i r e c to r s  of a ll  p ro je c ts  to "pay  
c a re fu l  a tte n tio n  to  th e  em p lo y m en t of N e g ro e s  a s  w ell a s  w h ite s  fo r  
w o rk  w h ic h  th e y  a r e  b e s t  su ited .
^ J a m e s  B . L a F o u rc h e  to  John  D av is , N o v em b er 30, 1935, 
F W P -L a .
34H e n ry  G. A ls b e rg  to  J a m e s  L a F o u rc h e , D e c e m b e r  30,
1935, ib id .
^ J a c o b  B a k e r  to  John  D a v is , D e c e m b e r  19» 1935, ib id .
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D avis b e c a m e  conv inced  th a t  no  r e a l  e ffo r t  w a s  b e in g  m ade
to  em p lo y  L a F o u rc h e  on th e  W r i t e r s 1 P r o je c t s .  He th u s  w ro te  to
A u b re y  W illia m s  and se n t co p ie s  of h is  l e t t e r  to  Hopkins and A ls b e rg .
D av is sa id  th a t  a  s e r io u s  p ro b le m  e x is te d  in  ge ttin g  N e g ro  w h ite -
c o lla r  w o rk e rs  on the v a r io u s  a r t  p r o je c ts .  The e x c u se s  g iven  fo r
th is  v a r ie d  w ith  ea ch  c o rre s p o n d e n t.  A ls b e rg  sa id  th a t  few  N eg ro es
w e re  h ire d  on h is  p ro je c t  "due  to  the  la c k  of a p p lic a tio n s  f ro m
N e g ro e s . " D av is sa id  th a t  th is  w as s im p ly  not so . In  r e a l i t y
N e g ro e s  ap p lied  f o r  w h i te - c o lla r  p o s itio n s  b u t w e re  n o rm a l ly
a s s ig n e d  to  th e  u n sk ille d  m an u a l p ro je c ts .  He a lo n e  h ad  rec e iv ed
a s  of th e  da te  of h is  l e t t e r  300 a p p lic a tio n s  f ro m  b la c k s  seek in g
em p lo y m en t on the  a r t  p r o je c ts .  A t le a s t  tw o - th i rd s  of th em , D avis
3 6e s tim a te d , w e re  q u a lif ie d  to  w o rk  on th e s e  c u ltu ra l  p r o je c ts .
F a i lu r e  to  h i r e  N eg ro es  on w h i te - c o lla r  p r o je c ts  w as no th ing  
new , D av is to ld  W ill ia m s . N eg ro es  had th e  sa m e  p ro b le m  when th ey  
sought em p lo y m en t w ith  th e  CWA, FE R A , and th e  WPA p ro je c ts .  
W h en ev er th ey  co m p la in ed  abou t d isc r im in a tio n  th ey  w e re  to ld  to 
d o cu m en t i ts  e x is te n c e , a r e q u e s t  w h ich  w as m ad e  to  d isc o u ra g e  th em  
in  a  m ire  of " r e d  ta p e . " N e g ro  le a d e r s  " m e t w ith  th e  so p h is tic  
s ta te m e n t"  th a t  no funds e x is te d  to  m ak e  d o c u m e n ta ry  s tu d ie s  of
Jo h n  D av is  to  A u b re y  W illia m s , D e c e m b e r  6, 1935, ib id .
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r a c ia l  d isc r im in a tio n  " o r  th a t  th e  s o c ia l  m o re s  of th e  South w ill no t 
a d m it of su ch  a p p o in tm e n ts ."  B e c a u se  of " fa i lu re  on th e  p a r t  of th e  
W ork s P r o g r e s s  A d m in is tra t io n  to  c r y  out a g a in s t  su ch  t re a tm e n t ,  " 
th o u sa n d s  of q u a lif ie d  b lac k s  w e re  co m p e lled  " to  liv e  in  co n d itio n s  
of in d e s c r ib a b le  m is e ry .  "37
D avis w as  conv inced  th a t  c o n d itio n s  fo r  b la c k s  cou ld  not 
im p ro v e  u n le s s  h is  " r e a l is t ic  so lu tio n "  to the  p ro b le m  w a s  adop ted  
b y  o ffic ia ls  of th e  W PA. T h is  so lu tio n  w as th e  u t il iz a tio n  of an  
" e q u ita b le  p e rc e n ta g e "  of W PA fu n d s f o r  th e  c re a t io n  of a b o a rd  in  
W ash ing ton  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  of rev ie w in g  a p p lic a tio n s  of N e g ro e s  
seek in g  WPA w h i te -c o lla r  em p lo y m en t. D av is  m ain ta in e d  th a t a 
p re c e d e n t f o r  th is  id ea  o c c u rre d  w hen  the  N. Y. A. r e ta in e d  funds 
to  h i r e  N e g ro  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts .
A n o th e r  a s p e c t  of h is  so lu tio n  w as th e  a p p o in tm en t of N eg ro  
a d m in is t r a t iv e  a s s i s ta n t s  f o r  e a ch  of th e  m a jo r  w h i te - c o lla r  WPA 
p r o je c ts .  D av is  sa id  th a t  h e  w as a w a re  of th e  "h ack n ey ed  e x c u se "  
th a t  w ould b e  r a i s e d  - th a t  i f  a N eg ro  w e re  a p p o in ted  to  e a ch  of th e s e  
p r o je c ts  th en  a re p re s e n ta t iv e  of e v e ry  o th er m in o r ity  g ro u p  w ould 
s im ila r ly  have to  b e  a p p o in ted . D av is  a s s u r e d  W illiam s  th a t  o th e r
3 7Ib id .
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g ro u p s  w ou ld  n o t  m a k e  su c h  a  d em an d , b u t even  if th e y  d id , a p p o in t­
m e n t of a l l  o f th e m  "w ould  n o t be  too  m u ch  of a  p r ic e  to  p ay  fo r  
r e l i e f  of in ju s t ic e .  "3 ^
D av is  a sk e d  W illia m s  to  say  in  " p la in  and  u n e q u iv o c a l"  
language  w h e th e r  o r  n o t h is  tw o  p ro p o sa ls  w ould b e  im p le m e n te d .
D av is r e m in d e d  W ill ia m s  th a t  h is  l e t t e r  had  th e  b a c k in g  of a l l  the  
o f f ic e r s  and  m e m b e rs  of th e  o rg a n iz a tio n s  a p p e a r in g  on h is  l e t t e r  
head . 40
Jaco b  B a k e r  a p p a re n tly  ig n o re d  th is  v e ile d  t h r e a t  and 
in fo rm e d  D av is  th a t  i t  w a s  "no t p o ss ib le  to  g ive e ffe c t"  to  h is  
su g g estio n . He a s s u r e d  D av is  th a t  N e g ro e s  w e re  a l r e a d y  em p lo y ed  
on the  v a r io u s  a r t s  p r o je c ts ,  and th a t  he w ould c o n tin u e  to  in s t r u c t  
the  d i r e c to r s  of th e s e  p r o je c ts  to  "g ive  c a re fu l a tte n tio n  to  the 
em p lo y m en t of n e g ro e s  a s  w e ll a s  w h ite s  fo r  w o rk  f o r  w h ich  th ey  a r e  
b e s t  su ite d . " He f u r th e r  in fo rm e d  h im  th a t  h e  w as  a s k in g  L o u is ia n a  
o f fic ia ls  in  r e g a r d  to  L a F o u rc h e  " to  m ake  th e  m o s t  e ffe c tiv e  u s e  of 
[ L a F o u rc h e 's ]  a b i l i t i e s .  1,4*
D av is  c o n tin u e d  to  show h is  i n te r e s t  in  L a F o u rc h e  by w ritin g  
th is  t im e  to  Saxon. D a v is  n o ted  th a t  d e sp ite  A l s b e r g 's  a s s u r a n c e s
3<?Ibid.
40Ib id .
41 Ja c o b  B a k e r  to  John  D a v is , D e c e m b e r  19, 1935, ib id .
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th a t  r e g io n a l  d i r e c to r s  w e re  n o t op p o sed  to  h i r in g  N e g ro e s  on th e i r  
p r o je c ts ,  he  found it  odd th a t  th e  South h ad  n o  N e g ro  w h i te - c o lla r  
w o r k e r s ,  n o r  fu n d s to  h i r e  th e m . H e f e l t  th a t  "co m m o n  ju s t ic e "  
w ould  r e q u i r e  a  p ro p o r t io n a l  e m p lo y m en t of N e g ro e s  in  w h i te - c o lla r  
p r o je c ts ,  s in c e  o n ly  th e y  co u ld  w r i te  th e  a c co u n t of N e g ro  life  in  
New O r le a n s  f o r  th e  A m e ric a n  G uide . He hoped th a t  Saxon w ould 
d ro p  th e  " e x c u s e "  th a t  a la c k  of fu n d s w a s  th e  on ly  r e a s o n  f o r  not 
h i r in g  "N e g ro  w r i te r s  e v e ry  b i t  a s  c a p ab le  an d  doubly  a s  n eed y  a s  
w h ite  w r i te r s 'y o u  h av e  em p lo y ed . " D av is  th en  to ld  th e  L o u is ia n a  
D i r e c to r ,  " . . .  I sh a ll  ex p e c t to  h e a r  a f a v o ra b le  re p ly  f ro m  you.
Saxon re sp o n d e d  to  D av is  b y  say in g  th a t  he  w as s u rp r i s e d  
b y  th e  im p l ic a tio n s  of th e  l e t t e r .  He q u ick ly  p o in ted  out th a t  N e g ro  
w o r k e r s  w e re  em p lo y ed  in  th e  South, f o r  L o u is ia n a  h a d  on the  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  a N e g ro  w r i te r ,  R o b e r t  M cK inney . He a s s u r e d  
D av is  th a t  h e  em p lo y ed  w r i te r s  s t r i c t l y  on th e  o r d e r  o f their a p p lic a tio n  
and  w r itin g  a b il i ty ,  no t on th e  b a s is  of r a c e .  " R o b e r t  M cK inney w as 
th e  f i r s t  N eg ro  to  ap p ly , an d  h e  w as  g iven  th e  l a s t  a v a ila b le  job w ith  
th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o j e c t s , "  w ro te  Saxon. To show  th a t  h e  w as w ith o u t 
p re ju d ic e  he in fo rm e d  D av is  th a t  he in te rv ie w e d  a l l  N eg ro  a p p lic a n ts  
fo r  th e  w r i t e r s '  p r o je c ts .  He su g g e ste d  w o rk  on o th e r  p r o je c ts
^ J o h n  D a v is  to  L y le  Saxon, D e c e m b e r  12, 1935, ib id .
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b e c a u se  h e  w a s  a w a re  o f th e  d iff ic u ltie s  of th e  e d u c a te d  N egro  in  the  
South. " I  h av e  gone out of m y  w ay to  do w h a t I  co u ld , " h e  to ld  
D a v is .43
L a F o u rc h e , Saxon sa id , w as  b u t one of s e v e ra l  N eg ro es  he 
w ould lik e  to  e m p lo y  i f  h e  b u t had th e  m o n ey . He had com e to the  
c o n c lu s io n  th a t  th e  b e s t  hope  of t h e i r  em p lo y m en t w as  th e  c re a t io n  
of a  p ro je c t  e m p lo y in g  N e g ro e s  to  g a th e r  m a te r ia l  fo r  a h is to ry  of 
th e  N eg ro es  in  L o u is ia n a  f o r  p o ss ib le  in c lu s io n  in  th e  A m e ric a n  
Guide. S ince  D a v is  w as so i n te r e s te d  in  N eg ro  em p lo y m en t, Saxon 
su g g ested  h e  u s e  h is  in flu e n ce  to h e lp  h im  g e t fu n d s f ro m  A lsb e rg  
fo r  su ch  a  p r o je c t .  44
A ls b e rg  w as a p p a re n tly  u n a w a re  of S ax o n 's  in te n tio n s  to 
c re a te  th is  new  p ro je c t  w hen  he w ro te  to  D av is  about L a F o u rc h e  soon 
a f t e r  Saxon h a d . He no ted  th a t  th e  on ly  p ro b le m  h e  could  fo re s e e  in 
h ir in g  h im  w as th a t  L a F o u rc h e  w an ted  to  b e  c o n s id e re d  b e fo re  a ll  
o th e r  a p p lic a n ts ,  and  th a t  h e  d e s ir e d  to  do r e s e a r c h  o u ts id e  the  sco p e  
of the  A m e ric a n  G uide p ro g ra m . In  r e g a r d  to  r a c ia l  d isc r im in a tio n  
on th e  F W P , A ls b e rg  a s s u r e d  D avis th a t  n o n e  e x is te d  in  th e  s ta te s
43L y le  Saxon to  John  D av is , D e c e m b e r  15, 1935, ib id . F o r  
a n  in fo rm a tiv e  d is c u s s io n  on th e  t r e a tm e n t  of N e g ro  h is to r y  by th e  
F W P , see  M cK in zie , " W ri te r s  on R e lie f ,  " 1 3 5 -1 5 4 , and  M angione,
T he D re a m  and  th e  D e a l, 2 5 5 -2 6 5 .
44Ib id .
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w h e re  he had  m ad e  in v e s t ig a t io n s . F o r  in s ta n c e ,  in  New Y ork  a ll  
q u a lif ie d  N e g ro e s  on th e  r e l i e f  r o l l s  w ere  em p lo y ed , la  W ashington  
" a  v e ry  f a i r  p ro p o r t io n  of n e g ro e s "  w e re  a ls o  em p lo y ed  on th e  F W P . 
H is sta ff  w ould soon b e  in  th e  f ie ld  to  l e a r n  i f  d isc r im in a t io n  e x is te d  
and  to  end i t  if  i t  d id . He f u r th e r  a s s u r e d  D avis th a t  h e  would a p p o in t 
a  N eg ro  to  s u p e rv is e  th e  A m e ric a n  G uide w o rk  dea lin g  w ith  " th e  
N eg ro  p o p u latio n  of th e  c o u n try , " p ro v id e d  h e  g o t p e rm is s io n  f ro m  
H opkins to  do so . ^
^ H e n r y  A ls b e rg  to  John  D a v is ,  D e c e m b e r  16, 1935, ib id . 
A lthough W PA o ffic ia ls  such  a s  A ls b e rg  and  W illiam s  den ied  r a c i a l  
d isc r im in a t io n  on th e  a r t  p r o je c ts ,  th e i r  c o n c lu s io n s  v a rie d  f ro m  
th e  o nes r e a c h e d  b y  N egro  le a d e r s ,  e s p e c ia lly  th o se  in  New Y ork C ity . 
A c c o rd in g  to  "A B r ie f  p re p a re d  b y  the  N eg ro  A r ts  C o m m ittee  F e d e ra l  
A r t s  C o u n c i l ," N egro  d isc r im in a t io n  e x is te d  f ro m  "th e  in ce p tio n  of 
W PA. " V a r io u s  o rg a n iz a tio n s , su c h  a s  th e  U rban L eague , th e  N eg ro  
A c to rs  G uild , th e  N a tio n a l A sso c ia tio n  fo r  th e  A d v an cem en t of C o lo red  
P e o p le , the  N ationa l N egro  C o n fe re n c e , and the  WPA D iv ision  of the  
N e w sp ap e r G uild, " t i r e le s s ly  p ro te s te d  e v e ry  fo rm  of N egro  d i s c r im ­
in a tio n  on th e  a r t s  p r o je c ts ."
In  Ju n e , 1937, a d e le g a tio n  of se v en ty -fiv e  w o rk e r s  on th e  
A r t s  P r o je c t s  d em anded  to se e  A u b re y  W illia m s  in  W ashington  and 
r e fu s e d  to  le a v e  u n til  th e y  did so . W illia m s  a s s u r e d  the  group  th a t  
th e  WPA w ould n o t to le r a te  an y  N eg ro  d is c r im in a tio n .
T he b r ie f ,  h o w ev er, m a in ta in e d  th a t  d isc r im in a t io n  d id  
e x is t .  T h e  F W P  in New Y ork a ls o  a t t e s te d  " to  the  f a c t  th a t  N eg ro es  
s u ffe r  d i s c r im in a t io n . . . .  Of 525 w o rk e r s  em ployed  on Ja n u ary  16,
1936, on ly  37 w e re  N e g ro e s ; of 58 c le r ic a l  w o rk e r s  only tw o w e re  
N e g ro e s ; and  of 50 s u p e rv i s o rs  t h e r e  w a s . . .  on ly  one N eg ro . "
R a c ia l  d isc r im in a tio n  a ls o  e x is te d  on th e  T h e a te r  P r o je c t  
in  New Y o rk  C ity . N eg ro  m o d ern  d a n c e r s  a s k e d  to  be  u se d  in 
g e n e ra l  d a n c e  p ro d u c tio n s . "T h e y  w e re  p o lite ly  an d  round  a b o u tly  
in fo rm e d  th a t  th o se  o f th e m  w ith  l ig h t  c o m p lex io n s  m ig h t be  u se d .
F o r  th e  d a rk  co m p lex io n ed  N egro  m o d ern  d a n c e r ,  th e re  i s  a p p a re n tly  
no  p la c e  in  New Y o rk  C ity  F e d e ra l  T h e a te r .  "
In  r e g a r d  to p lay  p ro d u ctio n , m o s t  of th e  p lay s  th a t  w e re
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Saxon w a s  n o t  only i r r i t a t e d  th a t  D av is  c la im e d  r a c ia l  
d isc r im in a t io n  in  h is  a d m in is tra t io n  fo r  n o t  h ir in g  L a F o u rc h e , he 
w as  a ls o  u p s e t  th a t  A ls b e rg  w ro te  L a F o u rc h e  te l l in g  h im  to ag a in  
se e  Saxon in  r e g a r d  to  a s s ig n m e n t.  ^  Saxon a s s u r e d  A ls b e rg  th a t  
a lth o u g h  L a F o u rc h e  w as in te l lig e n t  and had so m e  " in te re s t in g  
in fo rm a tio n , " h e  w as b u t one of tw en ty  N e g ro e s  r e f e r r e d  to  h im  
by  D av is . He co u ld  n o t h i r e  th e m  f o r  th e y  ap p lie d  a f te r  th e  quota 
w a s  f il le d .  He s im p ly  could  not in  good c o n sc ie n c e  p lac e  L a F o u rc h e  
b e fo re  th e  N e g ro e s  who had a p p lied  b e fo re  h im . To do so  would 
c a u se  th e m  to  c o m p la in  " to  say  n o th ing  of th e  75 a p p lic a tio n s  fo r  
w o rk  w ith  th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  m ad e  b y  w h ite  p e rs o n s .  " 4 ^
Saxon to ld  A ls b e rg  th a t  th e  "p lig h t of th e  ed u c a te d  N egro  
in  th e  South [w as] m o st u n fo rtu n a te . " He w o n d ered  i f  A ls b e rg  could 
n o t do m o re  to  h e lp  th e m  a s  w e ll a s  h im s e lf  b y  se ttin g  up a  p ro je c t  
fo r  b la c k s  to  w r i te  th e  h is to ry  of th e i r  p eo p le  in  L o u is ia n a  f ro m  th e  
t im e  th ey  f i r s t  a r r i v e d  u n til  th e  1 9 3 0 's . He b e lie v e d  th a t a p u b lish e r
p ro d u ced  w e re  w r i t te n  b y  w h ite  A m e ric a n  p la y w rig h ts .  "T h e  N egro  
p la y w rig h t h ad  begun to  look  upon th e  F e d e r a l  T h e a te r  w ith  
a p p re h e n s io n . He h as  m e t w ith  v e ry  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s "  and w as  " tu rn in g  
to  o th e r  f o rm s  of f ic tio n  in  e x p re s s in g  h im s e lf ,  " s ta te d  th e  b r ie f .
4 ^ H e n ry  A ls b e rg  to  L y le  Saxon, D e c e m b e r  13, 1935, L a C o l-
LSL B R .
4 ^L y le  Saxon to  H en ry  A ls b e rg ,  D e c e m b e r  16, 1935, ib id .
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co u ld  b e  found fo r  su c h  a  b ook  w h ich  h e  w a s  w illin g  to  ed it . T h is  
p r o je c t ,  h e  f e l t ,  w ould  b e  th e  b e s t  s o lu tio n  to  th e  " d e l i c a t e . . .  
s itu a tio n "  h e  found h im s e lf  in ,  d e s p ite  h is  e ffo r ts  to  a v o id  b e in g  
"in f lu en c e d  in  any  w ay b y  lo c a l  p o l i t ic s .  "48
A s A ls b e rg  c o n s id e re d  S a x o n 's  r e q u e s t  fo r  a  N egro  p ro je c t  
in  L o u is ia n a , he  a ls o  had to  b e a r  in  m ind B a k e r 's  in s t ru c t io n s  to 
h im  a b o u t th e  s ta t e 's  p ro je c t.  B a k e r  fe l t  th a t  th e  N e g ro e s  in  
L o u is ia n a  cou ld  g e t a  " f a ir  c h a n ce "  u n d e r  Saxon o n ly  if  A ls b e rg  
sen t h im  a l e t t e r  of in s t ru c t io n  to  g ive  th e m  a c h a n c e . B a k e r  fu r th e r  
w a rn e d  A ls b e rg  th a t  he should be on g u a rd  a g a in s t  Saxon, who m ig h t 
" u s e  th e  d e s ir a b il i ty  of p u tting  on so m e  N e g ro e s  a s  a le v e r  to  sq u e ez e  
out of u s  m o re  m o n ey  th an  he n e e d s .
T h e  m o v em en t fo r  a  N eg ro  p r o je c t  in  L o u is ia n a  ga ined  new  
im p e tu s  w h en  E d g a r  B. S te rn , P r e s id e n t  of th e  B o a rd  of T ru s te e s  
a t  D i l la rd  U n iv e rs i ty , a  N egro  sc h o o l in  New O r le a n s , in fo rm e d  
A ls b e rg  of h i s  d e s i r e  to c o o p e ra te  " to  the  f u l le s t  p o s s ib le  e x ten t"  
in  d e v e lo p in g  a F W P  N egro  p ro je c t  in  New O r le a n s .  S te rn  a s s u r e d  
A ls b e rg  th a t  D il la rd  had an e x c e lle n t  fa c u l ty  w hich  could s u p e rv is e  
th e  w o rk  done b y  so m e  of th e  in s t i tu t io n 's  n eed y  s tu d e n ts . He fe l t
4 8 L y le  Saxon to  H e n ry  A ls b e rg ,  D e c e m b e r  18, 1935, ib id .
^ J a c o b  B a k e r  to  H en ry  A ls b e rg ,  D e c e m b e r  23, 1935, ib id .
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c e r ta in  th a t  A ls b e rg  w as a w a re  of " th e  t ra d i t io n a l  d iff ic u lty  in  th e  
lo w e r  South of m ix e d  p r o je c ts "  a n d  co u ld  fo r  th is  r e a s o n  u n d e rs ta n d  
h is  d e s i r e  " fo r  g e ttin g  th e  g ra n tin g  of fu n d s fo r  an  a ll -N e g ro  
p r o j e c t . . . . " ® 0
- E n th u s ia s m  fo r  th e  D i l la rd  p ro je c t  w as  a ls o  e x p re s s e d  b y  
L a w re n c e  D . R e d d ic k , a m e m b e r  of th e  D e p a r tm e n t of H is to ry  a t 
D i l l a r d .^ 1 He to ld  A ls b e rg  th a t  i t  w as  only  f a i r  th a t  h e  a l lo c a te  th e  
n e c e s s a r y  fu n d s  f o r  th e  p r o je c t  to  b e g in  a t  o n ce . M a te r ia ls  w e re  
a v a ila b le  f o r  a s tu d y  of th e  h is to r y  of th e  N eg ro  in  L o u is ia n a , 
c o m p e te n t u n e m p lo y e d  N e g ro e s  to  com pile the  h is to r y  w e re  r e g i s te r e d  
fo r  r e l i e f ,  and  th e  need  fo r  such  a h i s to r y  w a s  " o v e rw h e lm in g . "®2
A ls b e rg  m u s t  h av e  b een  co nv inced  th a t  th e  D il la rd  P r o je c t  
w as  w o r th y . He n o ted  to  Saxon, " p  have] b e e n  cudgeling  m y  b r a in s ,  
t ry in g  to  fin d  o u t w h at I can  do a b o u t t h is  w hole b u s in e s s  of em ploy ing  
so m e  m o re  n e g ro e s  in  y o u r  s t a t e . I n  J a n u a ry , 1936, he a u th o r iz e d
® °E dgar B . S te rn  to  H enry  A ls b e rg ,  J a n u a ry  3, 1935, F W P -  
L a . ; and  L y le  S axon to  H en ry  A ls b e rg , J a n u a ry  6, 1935, ib id .
31R e d d ic k  in  1934 w as in s t r u m e n ta l  in  g e ttin g  th e  F e d e ra l  
E m e rg e n c y  R e lie f  A d m in is tra t io n  to  g a th e r  e x -s la v e  n a r r a t i v e s .  He 
f e l t  th a t  th e  t r u e  h i s to r y  of s la v e ry  and R e c o n s tru c tio n  co u ld  n o t b e  
to ld  " u n ti l  w e g e t th e  v iew  a s  p re s e n te d  th ro u g h  th e  S lave h im s e lf .  "
®2M an g io n e ,. T h e  D re a m  an d  th e  D ea l, 257; L a w re n c e  D. 
R e d d ic k  to  H e n ry  A ls b e rg , J a n u a ry  8, 1936, F W P -L a .
®3H e n ry  A ls b e rg  to  L y le  Saxon, D e c e m b e r  20 , 1935, F W P -
L a .
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Saxon to  h i r e  t e n  e x tr a  p eo p le , f iv e  of w hom  cou ld  s e rv e  on th e  
54N eg ro  p r o je c t  a t  D i l la rd .  The d e ta i ls  of th e  a l l -N e g ro  p ro je c t  
w e re  w o rk ed  o u t b y  Saxon and  R ed d ick  and  w il l  b e  d isc u s s e d  in  
a n o th e r  c h a p te r .
B e s id e s  re v e a l in g  the  v a r io u s  a p p e a ls  th e  job a p p lic a n ts  
u se d , S a x o n 's  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  a ls o  i s  in s t r u c t iv e  a s  to  th e  w oes 
so m e  w o rk e r s  e x p e rie n c e d  w hile on r e l ie f .  T h is  s to r y  p ro v id e s  an  
in fo rm a tiv e  n a r r a t i v e  of life  on th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t s .
^ H e n r y  A ls b e rg  to  L y le  S axon, J a n u a ry  10, 1936, ib id .
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C H A PTER IV
TH E WOES OF WORKING ON TH E WRITERS* PR O JE C T S
D isap p o in tm en ts  a r o s e  fo r  th o se  o b tain ing  em ploym ent on 
th e  W r i t e r s ’ P r o je c t s  a s  w e ll a s  fo r  th o se  who did n o t. Em ployed 
w r i te r s  d id n o t h e s ita te  to  b e s ie g e  Saxon w ith  unend ing  c o m p la in ts .
The p ro b le m s  th e y  e n co u n te red  w e re  p a r t ly  th e  r e s u l t  of th e ir  own 
p e rs o n a l i t ie s  a s  w e ll a s  th e  n a tu re  of th e  WPA a s  a r e l i e f  p ro g ra m .
L y le  Saxon w as a m an  of re m a rk a b le  p a tie n c e . T h is t r a i t  
w as  s e v e re ly  t e s te d  a s  a r e s u l t  of h is  a s s o c ia tio n  w ith  M iss  M ary  Jane 
S w eeney, one of th e  m o re  co lo rfu l p e rs o n s  w ith  w hom  Saxon w orked  
on th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t s .  A p o litic ian  to  th e  c o re , Sw eeney u sed  a ll  
of h e r  in flu en ce  to  get h e r  ap p o in tm en t a s  D is tr i c t  S u p e rv iso r  of 
L a fa y e tte .
She f i r s t  w ro te  Saxon on O ctober 17, 1935. "I a m  not a 
w r i t e r , "  she q u ick ly  po in ted  out, bu t r a th e r  a schoo l te a c h e r .  She 
tau g h t E n g lish  in  a  n u m b er  of L o u is ia n a  to w n s , inclu d in g  N a tch ito ch es , 
A b b e v ille , T e r re b o n n e , T a llu lah , a n d  Je n n in g s . She rec e iv ed  an 
A. B . d e g re e  f ro m  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  N o rm a l C o lleg e  (now N o rth w e s te rn  
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity )  and  an  M. A . f ro m  P eabody  C o lleg e  in  N a sh v ille , 
T e n n e sse e . She w as  e s p e c ia lly  p ro u d  of h e r  t h e s i s ,  "A Study of th e  
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C a rn iv a l of New O r l e a n s , " and c o n s ta n tly  o ffe re d  to  l e t  peop le  re a d  
th e  s tudy of M a rd i G ra s ,  a lth o u g h  th e y  had n o t  r e q u e s te d  to  do so .
She in fo rm e d  S axon, an  a u th o r i ty  on th e  s u b je c t ,  th a t  she h ad  done 
e x ten s iv e  r e s e a r c h  f o r  h e r  t h e s i s .  T h is  r e s e a r c h  c o n s is te d  of 
spending  th re e  m o n th s  in  New O r le a n s . "N ot on ly  did I  c o n fe r  f ro m  
t im e  to  t im e  w ith  th e  C ap ta in s  of C om us and  P r o te u s  and the 
M anager of R ex , " sh e  to ld  Saxon, "bu t I had b e e n  in  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  
m o n th s  p r io r  to  m y  a r r i v a l  w ith  M r. P e r r y  Young th e  a u th o r  of 
’M is tic k  K r e w e . S h e  fu r th e r  o b s e rv e d  th a t  she had " s e e n  e v e ry  
in v ita tio n  e v e r  i s s u e d  w ith  ex cep tio n  o f C om us in  1858. "*
S w eeney  re a s o n e d  th a t  i f  Saxon w as n o t im p re s s e d  w ith  h e r  
ac ad e m ic  c r e d e n t ia l s ,  th en  he m ig h t b e  by  th e  n u m b e r  of p e rso n s  
sending  l e t t e r s  of rec o m m e n d a tio n . He w as  l i t e r a l ly  sw am ped  w ith  
c o rre s p o n d e n c e  f ro m  m en  p ra is in g  th e  v i r tu e s  of Sw eeney . B e s id es  
o th e r s ,  l e t t e r s  c a m e  f ro m  J .  O. M o d ise tte , P r e s id e n t  of th e  L o u is ian a  
L ib ra r y  A s s o c ia tio n ;  D r . F r a n k  M. L e tt  of th e  L e co m p te  S a n ita r iu m ; 
C h a r le s  S. P e n d le to n , w ho, a c co rd in g  to  h is  l e t t e r  h ead , w as  
" P r o fe s s o r  of th e  T each in g  of E n g lish , G eo rg e  P e a b o d y  C ollege  f o r  
T e a c h e r s , " N a s h v ille ,  T e n n e sse e ; O. G a u th ie r , P o s tm a s te r ,
Jen n in g s; F .  C . W re n , D. D .S . , W innfield ; Y. L . R o y , A s s is ta n t
* M ary  Jan e  Sw eeney to  L y le  Saxon, O c to b e r 17, 1935, L a C o l-
LSL B R .
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D ir e c to r ,  N a tio n a l Y outh  A d m in is tr a t io n  fo r  L o u is ia n a ;  and F r a n k  O. 
H u n te r ,  P r e s id e n t  of th e  C . A . S ch n ack  J e w e lry  C om pany , A le x a n d ria .
H u n te r  w ro te  one  of th e  m o re  r e v e a lin g  l e t t e r s  about 
S w eeney , a s  w ell a s  abou t h im s e lf  and  h is  op in ion  of th e  W PA . He 
to ld  F r a n k  P e te r m a n ,  A d m in is tr a to r  of th e  W o rk s P r o g r e s s  
A d m in is tr a t io n  of L o u is ia n a :
I h av e  a l e t t e r  to d a y  f ro m  a  f o rm e r  A le x a n d ria  
g i r l ,  M iss  M a ry  Ja n e  S w eeney . M iss  Sw eeney h as  
b e e n  a  sch o o l t e a c h e r  f o r  a  n u m b er  of y e a r s  an d , a s  
I u n d e rs ta n d  i t ,  w a s  le t  out th is  y e a r  p e rh a p s  fo r  
h e r  p o lit ic a l  v iew s . H e r  s i s t e r  i s  m a r r ie d  to  D ew ey 
D unn, one of th e  c le r k s  in  Joh n n y  R u s h 's  P ig g ly -  
W iggly  S to re  on B o lto n  and  J a c k so n . I am  ju s t  
m en tio n in g  th is  so you can  id e n tify  who I a m  ta lk in g  
ab o u t.
M iss  Sw eeney is  t ry in g  to  ge t a p o s itio n  w ith  
M r. L y le  Saxon, who I u n d e rs ta n d  i s  th e  S ta te  
D ire c to r  of W r i te r s ' P r o je c t s .  She fe e ls  she can  
h o ld  th e  p o s itio n  of D i s t r i c t  S u p e rv is o r  of W r i te r s '
P r o je c t s .  If you  can  g e t M r. Saxon to  c o n s id e r  th is  
young lad y  I w ill  a p p re c ia te  i t .  F ra n k ly ,  sh e  h a s  
a lw ay s  v o ted  th e  w ay  I s u g g e ste d  and  w ill  continue 
to  do  so  no  doubt. . . .  ^
In  D e c e m b e r , 1935, Sw eeney o b ta in ed  a n  in te rv ie w  w ith  
Saxon. U pon r e tu rn in g  h o m e she found a  l e t t e r  in ten d ed  fo r  Saxon 
w r i t t e n  b y  V . L .  R oy. She w ro te  Saxon th a t  R o y , l ik e  h e r ,  had 
" lo n g  a p p re c ia te d  the  e ffo r ts  you  h av e  put fo r th  in  c o lle c tin g  and  
p re s e n t in g  L o u is ia n a  m a te r ia l  in  su c h  a  re a d a b le  and  th e r e fo r e
^ F ra n k  O . H u n ter to  F r a n k  H. P e te r m a n ,  N o v em b er 8 , 
1935, ib id .
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a d m ira b le  f o rm .  " R oy , sh e  n o ted , w an ted  h e r  to  p r e s e n t  h i s  l e t t e r  
to  Saxon d u r in g  h e r  in te rv ie w . She w a s  g lad , h o w e v e r , th a t  th e  
l e t t e r  h ad  a r r iv e d  a f te r  h e r  v i s i t ,  f o r  Saxon re c e iv e d  h e r  " s o  
c o rd ia l ly - -o f  y o u r  own f r e e  w ill  and  a c c o rd ;  and  n o t j u s t  b e c au se  
so m e .f r ie n d  w an ted  you to  b e  k in d ." S ince  R oy in ten d ed  th e  l e t t e r  
f o r  Saxon she d e c id e d , a f te r  re a d in g  i t ,  to  fo rw a rd  i t  to  h im . ^
Saxon w as  im p r e s s e d  w ith  th e  n u m b e r  of p e rs o n s  r e c o m ­
m en d in g  S w eeney . He n o ted  th is  f a c t  in  a m em o ran d u m  to  F ra n k  H. 
P e t e r m a n ,^  w ho a ls o  r e q u e s te d  h e r  a p p o in tm en t to  th e  p o s itio n  of 
d i s t r i c t  s u p e r v i s o r .  ^ Saxon w as  a b le  to  co m p ly  w ith  th is  r e q u e s t  
and  w ro te  Sw eeney: "Y ou w in . T he n u m b er and  v a r ie ty  of y o u r 
e n d o r s e r s  a r e  a s to n is h in g . H is c a p a c i ty  f o r  a s to n is h m e n t m u s t  
h av e  in c r e a s e d  a f te r  she  b e g a n  w o rk .
A f te r  h e r  a p p o in tm en t S w eeney  b e g a n  sen d in g  Saxon 
p e r io d ic  l e t t e r s  of c o m p la in ts .  She d id n o t h av e  a n  o ffice  to  h e r  
lik in g  and  la c k e d  a d e q u a te  te le p h o n e  s e rv ic e ,  a s a t i s fa c to r y  m ean s
^ M a ry  Jan e  Sw eeney to  L y le  Saxon, N o v em b er 1, 1935, ib id .
^ L y le  Saxon to  F r a n k  H. P e te r m a n ,  N o v em b er 19, 1935, ib id .
^V. L .  R oy to  F ra n k  H. P e te r m a n  (n. d . , b u t p ro b a b ly  in  
N o v e m b e r, 1935), ib id .
^ M a ry  Ja n e  Sw eeney to  L y le  S axon, F e b r u a r y  21 , 1936, ib id .
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of t ra n s p o r ta t io n ,  o r  a  su ff ic ie n t supp ly  of p a p e r .  H e r  m a jo r  
co m p la in t w a s  abou t h e r  o ffice . She w ro te  Saxon a  fo u r-p a g e  l e t t e r  
ab o u t h e r  o ffice  w o e s . G eo rg e  G a rd in e r ,  S e c re ta ry  of th e  L a fay e tte  
C h a m b e r of C o m m e rc e , o ffe re d  to  s h a re  h is  office  w ith  h e r  in  th e  
L a fa y e tte  C o u rth o u se . She re fu s e d  h is  o ffe r  b e c au se  she f e a r e d  th a t  
th e  tw o o th e r  m en  in  G a r d in e r 's  office  w ould p e rm it  h e r  no p r iv a c y . 
She a ls o  o b je c te d  to  th e  WPA o ffic es  in  th e  E lk s  B u ild ing  in  L a fay e tte  
b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w as no sp ace  " fo r  even  a  s m a l l  p r iv a te  o f f ic e ," and 
b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w as " too  m u ch  f r ic t io n  know n to  e x is t  th e r e .
She th e n  sh a re d  w ith  Saxon so m e r u m o r s  she had p icked  up 
im m e d ia te ly  a f te r  a s s o c ia tin g  w ith  th e  P ro je c t .  " M r.  W o o s te r ,, the  
A s s i s ta n t  D ir e c to r  of th e  W PA , gave m e a  c o n fid e n tia l t ip  and 
su g g e ste d  I do a l l  p o ss ib le  to  s e c u re  a  p lace  s e p a ra te  f ro m  the  W P A -- 
i f  I w an ted  m y  p ro je c t  to  su c c e e d . " B a se d  on a few  d ay s of o b s e rv a ­
tio n  sh e  f u r th e r  to ld  Saxon: " P e r s o n a l ly ,  I fe e l  th a t  b o th  M r.
W o o s te r  and M r. J e f f e rs o n  w ill c o o p e ra te  100%, b u t  b o th  know 
M r. J e f f e rs o n  i s  u n p o p u la r  w ith  even  so m e  of th o se  in  h is  o ffice .
So th is  t ip  g iv en  m e  I fe e l  w as g iven  in  a l l  k in d n ess  in  b eh a lf  of th e  
s u c c e s s  of th e  p r o je c t . "  To  a s s u r e  Saxon th a t  h e  w as one of h e r  
c lo s e  c o n fid a n ts  an d  th u s  th e  fu tu re  r e c ip ie n t  of th e  ru m o rs  she h e a rd ,
^ M a ry  Jane  Sw eeney to  L y le  Saxon, F e b r u a r y  21 , 1936, ib id .
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S w eeney  a d m itte d  th a t  h e r  l e t t e r  w as  " r a th e r  p e rs o n a l  an d  co n fid en tia l 
in  n a tu r e .  " She w an ted  h im  to  know w hat w a s  going  on f o r  f e a r  she  
"m ig h t n o t h a v e  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  t e l l  you a l l  of th is  w hen you 
a r r i v e . " 8
One w e e k  la te r  Sw eeney ag a in  w ro te  Saxon: "G re e tin g s!
A re  yo u  a s  h ap p y  a s  I a m  th is  m o rn in g ?  I h av e  ju s t  m oved in to  th e  
b a s e m e n t of th e  L a fa y e tte  P o s to ff ic e  B u ild in g . Saxon m u st  have 
w o n d ered  how sh e  found an  office  to  h e r  lik in g , e s p e c ia lly  in  th is  
p a r t i c u la r  f e d e r a l  bu ild in g . S e v e ra l m o n th s  l a t e r  she in fo rm ed  h im  
a s  to  how she p e rfo rm e d  th is  fe a t .  "In r e g a r d  to  a m ove f ro m  the 
b a s e m e n t of th e  p o s to ff ic e  bu ild ing , I f e e l  I shou ld  lay  the  c a rd s  on 
th e  t a b l e - - th e  jo k e r  exposed . " She co n fe sse d  to  know ing th a t  
f e d e ra l  p o s to ffic e  re g u la tio n s  p ro h ib ite d  th e  h o u sin g  in  th e  po sto ffice  
b u ild in g  of an y  p ro je c t  n o t connected  w ith  the  p o sto ff ic e . Som ehow 
she got E . A . O 'B rie n , P o s tm a s te r  of L a fa y e tte ,  to  ig n o re  th is  
re g u la tio n . In  h i s  r e p o r t s  to  the  F e d e ra l  G o v e rn m e n t, " Sw eeney 
to ld  S axon, "he n e v e r  acknow ledged  the  p re s e n c e  of o u r  office h e re .
O 'B rie n  a sk e d  h is s u c c e s s o r ,  Sidney V o o rh ies , to  continue
8lb id .
^ M ary  Jan e  Sw eeney to  L y le  Saxon, F e b r u a r y  27 , 1936, ib id .
10M ary  Jan e  Sw eeney to  L y le  Saxon, J a n u a ry  12, 1937, ib id .
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th is  p loy  in  h is  c a p ac ity  a s  A c tin g  P o s tm a s te r .  V o o rh ies  a g re e d  to  
co n tin u e  th e  i lle g a l  a c t iv ity , b u t he  soon  b e g a n  to  w o r r y  abou t g e ttin g  
cau g h t. S w eeney u se d  so  m u ch  e le c t r i c i t y  th a t  V o o rh ies  cam e u n d e r 
c r i t i c i s m  by  h is  s u p e r io r s .  He a s k e d  fo r  a  l a r g e r  a llo w an ce  on 
e x p e n d itu re s  f o r  e le c t r i c i ty .  " T h is  r e q u e s t  w as g ra n te d  and  I  w as 
to ld  e v e ry th in g  w as s a t i s f a c to r y  and  to  m ake no p lan s  abou t m oving  
u n le s s  I  ju s t  w an ted  to  m o v e , " S w eeney c o m m e n te d .11
V o o rh ie s  aga in  cam e u n d e r  c r i t i c i s m  f o r  the  a m o u n t of 
e le c t r i c i ty  h e  w as  u s in g . He fe a re d  th a t  i f  S w eeney s ta y e d  he  would 
b e  in v e s t ig a te d . T h is  h e  d id  n o t w an t to  o c c u r ,  sa id  Sw eeney, fo r  
i t  w ould "m e a n  th a t  M r. V o o rh ies  who i s  o n ly  'A c tin g  P o s tm a s te r 1 
would n o t re c e iv e  the ap p o in tm en t of 'P o s tm a s te r ,  ' w h ich  h e  i s  
n o s t  [sic] anx io u s  to  g e t, " She a s s u r e d  Saxon th a t  V o o rh ies  w as 
c o u rte o u s  to  h e r  and said : "D o n 't h u r r y - - b u t  I w ould h a te  to  have 
a ny  c r i t ic i s m - - e v e n  though I a m  n o t e n ti r e ly  to b la m e . I sh ou ld  
h av e  r e p o r te d  y o u r  o ccupancy  of th e  ro o m  f ro m  the v e ry  f i r s t ,  
p e rh a p s .
O usted  f ro m  th e  p o s to ffic e  b u ild in g , Sw eeney once m o re  
looked  fo r  s u ita b le  o ffice  s p a ce . She a g a in  r e s i s te d  m oving  in to
1 ^ b id .
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th e E lk s  b u ild in g  b u t  a p p a re n t ly  f e a r e d  Saxon w ould r e q u e s t  h e r  to  do 
so . She a sk e d  h im  to  v i s i t  h e r  to  " s e e  e x a c t ly  th e  c o n d itio n s  I  would 
hav e  to  w o rk "  in  a t  th e  E lk s  b u ild in g . If  f o rc e d  to m ove th e r e  h e r  
f i l e s  w ou ld  h av e  no  lo c k s .  A ssu m in g  th a t  Saxon fa iled  to  u n d e rs ta n d  
w hy lo c k s  w e re  d e s ir a b le  she r e m a rk e d :  "I w ould have  no  w ay of 
p ro te c tin g  th e  f i l e s  f ro m  a n y  w a n d e re r  th ro u g h o u t th e  bu ild in g .
L o ck s  could  be p u rc h a se d , b u t n o t  S w een ey 's  re p u ta tio n .
The E lk s  b u ild in g , sh e  to ld  Saxon, w as  "no t a p lac e  w h e re  a lad y  
co u ld  w o rk  v e ry  e a s i ly  a t  n ig h t- -w ith o u t  re c e iv in g  c r i t ic i s m  th a t  
would no doubt be ju s t if ia b le .  " s h e  did n o t say , h o w ev er, w hy she 
w as so  v u ln e ra b le  to  c r i t i c i s m  w hen o th e r  la d ie s  w o rk in g  on th e  WPA 
a t  th e  E lk s  b u ild in g  m an ag ed  to  e s c a p e  w ith  t h e i r  r e p u ta tio n s  in ta c t.
F o u r  m o n th s  l a t e r  Sw eeney a g a in  w ro te  Saxon to  co m p la in  
abou t h e r  o ffice  s itu a tio n . "I a m  t e r r ib ly  d isa p p o in te d  th a t  you h av e  
n o t found i t  co n v e n ie n t to  v i s i t  us th e  p a s t  few  w e e k s , " sh e  in fo rm ed  
th e  S tate  D i r e c to r .  " J u s t  how soon can  yo u  g e t h e re ?  I n eed  you 
te r r ib ly .  " She w as a f r a id  of b e in g  o u s ted  th is  t im e  f ro m  a b u s in e s s  
r e n ta l  b u ild in g . H e r l a t e s t  o ffice  d i f f ic u ltie s  b eg an  a m on th  e a r l i e r  
w hen th r e e  in s u r a n c e  m en  m oved n ex t to  h e r  o ffic e . She began  to  
h e a r  r u m o r s  th a t  th e y  p lanned  to  o ccupy  h e r  office  a s  soon a s  h e r
13Ib id .
14Ib id .
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le a s e  e x p ire d . " N a tu ra l ly ,  I  -wanted y o u  h e re  to  in te rv ie w  M r. 
G an k en d o rff [who le a s e d  Sw eeney h e r  office] an d  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  
th e r e  w a s  a  c h a n ce  of u s  s ta y in g  h e re  u n til  th e  p r o je c t  c lo s e d ,  11 sh e  
to ld  S axon . " F o r ,  s tr a n g e  a s  i t  m ay  s e e m  th e  W. P .A .  O ffice  w as  
n e v e r  a b le  to  lo c a te  an y  c h a ir s  o r  c a b in e ts  f o r  u s .
W hen Saxon did n o t im m e d ia te ly  le a v e  New O r le a n s  fo r  
L a fa y e tte ,  Sw eeney  d e c id e d  to  see  G an k en d o rff abou t h e r  le a s e .
"He w a s  c o u r te o u s  a n d  ex p la in ed  m o s t  th o ro u g h ly  h is  po in t of v iew  
a s  a b u s in e s s  m a n , " she w ro te  Saxon. G an k en d o rff to ld  h e r  th a t  th e  
ru m o r s  w e re  t r u e ,  f o r  h e  fe l t  th e  in s u r a n c e  m en  would s ig n  a  lo n g e r  
l e a s e  th an  sh e  co u ld . S w eeney  a s s u r e d  h im  th a t  t h is  w as n o t t r u e ,  
s in c e  she had enough d a ta  to  k e e p  h e r  s ta ff  b u sy  fo r  a t  l e a s t  two 
a d d it io n a l  y e a r s .  G an k en d o rff "w as r a t h e r  n o n c o m m itta l ,"  Sw eeney 
to ld  Saxon. "In o th e r  w o rd s  I  a m  n o t so  s u re  th a t  we could  s ta y  if  
m o re  r e n t  w e re  p a id  o r  n o t ."  A lthough  sh e  had a g re e d  to  s e e  Saxon 
in  New O r le a n s ,  sh e  now co n clu d ed  th a t  " i t  w ou ld  b e  b e t te r  fo r  you 
to  se e  m e  h e r e .  n1^
S w eeney  had p le a s a n t  e x p e r ie n c e s  a s  w e ll a s  u n p lea sa n t 
o n e s . One of th e s e  e n jo y ab le  o c c a s io n s  sh e  r e c o rd e d  fo r  Saxon in
15M a ry  Ja n e  Sw eeney to  L y le  Saxon, M ay 11, 1937, ib id .
l 6Ib id .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
107
a  l e t t e r  on  M a rc h  8, 1936. Sw eeney s ta y e d  a t  th e  T e r r a c e  H ote l. A 
fe llo w  re s id e n t  w as  G eo rg e  A . M ead . One n ig h t M ead in v ite d  
S w eeney  in to  h is  ro o m  o s te n s ib ly  " to  s e e  a  v iew  of a p e a r  t r e e  in 
fu ll  b lo o m , " but h e r  ey es  l in g e re d  in s te a d  upon th e  m a rv e lo u s  sc e n e s  
in s id e  th e  ro o m . W hat she saw  w a s  so fa sc in a tin g  th a t  im m e d ia te ly  
upon le a v in g  M ead she  had to  w r i te  to  S axon abou t h e r  e x p e r ie n c e . ^
A c c o rd in g  to  Sw eeney, M ead and h is  h o te l ro o m  w e re  q u ite  
u n iq u e . She had h e a rd  ru m o rs  th a t  M ead w as q u ite  w ea lth y  and h ad  
p u rc h a s e d  th e  T e r r a c e  H ote l a s  a p r e s e n t  fo r  h is  s i s t e r .  He had 
s c ra p  boo k s ab o u t L o u is ian a  and one c o n ta in in g  h is  m em b e rs h ip  c a rd s  
to  v a r io u s  o rg a n iz a tio n s  in th e  E a s t .  He a ls o  h ad  "c lo iso n n e ,
' g a rg u e r r o ty p e s ,  n ee d le p o in t, and h a n d -d e c o ra te d  b r a s s ,  a p a te s t ro y  
m ad e  of ( th a t w o n d erfu l m a te r ia l  f ro m  F ra n c e )  t r im m e d  w ith  b ra id ,  
r ip p e d  f ro m  the  ro b e s  o f so m e  C a th o lic  d ig n ita ry . W hat e ls e ?
I d o n 't  know . "* 8 B ut she d id , fo r  sh e  d e s c r ib e d  to  Saxon o th e r  th in g s  
she saw .
T he ro o m  w a s  "a liv e  w ith  p h o to g ra p h s  of p e rso n a lity ; w ith  
o b je c ts  th a t  im p lo re d  you to  l in g e r  on, and  a d m ire ;  w ith  sh e lv e s  of 
books th a t  d a re  you to  e x p lo re ; a n d  w ith  a  c lo s e t  p iled  w ith  'S c ra p
^ M a r y  Ja n e  Sw eeney to  L y le  S axon, M a rc h  8, 193 6, ib id .
18Ib id .
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B o o k s. 1,1 H e r  h o s t  a ls o  had th e  M ead  C oat of A r m s .  She knew  f ro m  
h e r  s h o r t  v is i t  th a t  M ead h ad  "been  a  m an  of m ea n s  m an y  y e a rs ;  and 
p e rh a p s  the  M ead F a m ily , fo r  m an y  g e n e ra tio n s . " She w as conv inced  
th a t  h i s  n a m e  shou ld  be  in clu d ed  in  W ho 's Who in  A m e r ic a .
Saxon m u st h av e  w o n d ered  w hile  rea d in g  the  l e t t e r  why he 
w as  so  p r iv ile g e d  to  l e a r n  about h e r  th r i ll in g  e x p e rie n c e . The re a s o n  
soon b e c a m e  ob v io u s. She w an ted  to  im p r e s s  h e r  d i r e c to r  w ith  th e  
f a c t  th a t  she a s so c ia te d  w ith  im p o r ta n t  p eop le; and she sought to  
i m p r e s s  M ead w ith  th e  f a c t  th a t  she  knew Saxon. M ead knew of 
S ax o n 's  boo k s and sa id  he  had  once m e t h im . She did no t sa y  w h ere  
o r  w hen th is  m ee tin g  to o k  p lac e , b u t sh e  hoped Saxon rem e m b e re d  
th e  o c c as io n . "I a m  te l l in g  yo u  th is  in con fid en ce  to  h e lp  you to  
r e c a l l  i t  w hen you do m e e t  h im  a g a in ,” she w ro te  to  Saxon. If 
Saxon w o n d ered  how  th is  w ould o c c u r  Sw eeney soon in fo rm e d  h im .
She to ld  M ead th a t she w ou ld  lik e  h im  to  m ee t Saxon and " h is  a n sw e r  
w as  h e 'd  lik e  to  v i s i t  w ith  you r ig h t  in  th a t  ro o m . " She though t th is  
could  b e  a rra n g e d  and  r e q u e s te d  h e r  s u p e r io r  to  s e t  a d a te  w hen he 
co u ld  t ra v e l  f ro m  New O r le a n s  to  m e e t  M ead. She a ls o  to ld  h im  to 
w r i te  M ead a  l e t t e r  " a s s u r in g  h im  of y o u r  a p p re c ia t io n  of any  
a s s i s ta n c e  h e  m ig h t g ive m e . " ^ °  Saxon c o m p lied  w ith  n e ith e r  of h e r
1 ^Ibid.
20Ib id .
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re q u e s t s .  He c a s u a lly  m en tio n ed  h e r  l e t t e r  b y  say ing  it  w a s  c o m fo r t ­
ing  to  know  th a t  sh e  found a g re e a b le  liv in g  a c c o m m o d a tio n s . He 
a p p a re n t ly  co nc luded  th a t  i t  w a s  b e s t  to  ig n o re  h e r  c o m p la in ts .  He 
w ro te  h e r  on one o ccasio n : " I  a m  s o r r y  th a t  you a r e  having  such  a 
bad tim e . . .  I  a m  s o r r y  to  h e a r  a b o u t y o u r s te n o g ra p h e r  h av ing  a 
n e rv o u s  b rea k d o w n , and I  hope  i t  i s  n o t co n ta g io u s . . .  I  do h o p e . . . 
th in g s  a r e  going  a  l i t t le  m o re  sm o o th ly  fo r  you.
Sw eeney a p p a re n tly  d ro p p ed  th e  m a t te r  of S ax o n 's  v is i t ,  
f o r  now she lev e le d  a  b la s t  a t  E d w ard  D re y e r ,  A s s i s ta n t  S tate 
D ir e c to r  of th e  F e d e ra l  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t s  in  L o u is ia n a . Sw eeney 
b e c a m e  u p s e t  w ith  D r e y e r 's  e d ito r s  fo r  su g g e stin g  ch an g es  in  the  
m a te r ia ls  sh e  se n t to  th e  s ta te  o ff ic e . She n o ted  th a t  a lth o u g h  she 
h a te d  to  b e  c r i t i c a l ,  h is  e d ito r s  had " it  com ing  to  th em . " "I do  n o t 
m ak e  c o r r e c t io n s  w ithou t know ing th a t  I  have  a u th o r i ty  f ro m  
o r ig in a l  d o c u m e n ts , le g is la t iv e  a c t s ,  e t c . , to  b a c k  up m y c r i t i c i s m  
o r  c o r r e c t io n s .  " "Y our e d ito r s ,  " she sa id , " s e e m  to  p r e f e r  ta k in g  
th e  w ord  of one in d iv id u a l who w as  e i th e r  an  in a c c u ra te  r e s e a r c h  
w o rk e r  o r  a p e rs o n  who en joyed  c o lo r in g  th e  tru th .
P e rh a p s  w hat r e a l ly  i r r i t a te d  Sw eeney w as th e  fa c t  th a t
^* L y le  Saxon to  M a ry  Ja n e  Sw eeney, Ju n e  1, 1936, ib id .
2 2 M a ry  Ja n e  Sw eeney to  E d w ard  D re y e r ,  Ju n e  25, 1937,
ib id .
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D re y e r  w ould  n o t p e rm it  h e r  to  t u r n  in  u n s c h o la r ly  and  p o lit ic a lly  
b ia s e d  w o rk . She fu m ed  th a t  " li t t le  r e g a r d  h a s  b e e n  ta k e n  fo r  th e  
f e e l in g s  of th o s e  in  th e  d i s t r i c t  who w ould  l a t e r  r e a d  th e  p u b lish ed  
a r t i c l e .  In  m an y  in s ta n c e s  in  m y  r e v is e d  ed itio n , I  ad d ed  only  a 
s h o r t  p h r a s e  to  so fte n  th e  c ru e l  and u n tru e  w o rd s  [m ad e  by D r e y e r ’s 
s ta f f  only  to  f in d  th a t]  th e s e  a d d itio n s  w e re  e lim in a te d . " She 
re a s o n e d  th a t  D re y e r  should  a c c e p t  a l l  of h e r  w o rk  b e c au se  of h e r  
a rd u o u s  la b o r  an d  p o o r  pay . "W hy do you th in k  I w o rk  so  h a rd ?  " 
she r h e to r ic a l ly  a s k e d  th e  A s s is ta n t  S ta te  D i r e c to r .  "S im p ly  b e c a u se  
I  h av e  b e e n  c o n s c ie n tio u s  ab o u t m y  a s s ig n e d  d i s t r i c t  and have w anted  
m y  f r ie n d s  to  know  I w a s  a tte m p tin g  to  t e l l  th e  t ru th .  " U n less  she 
cou ld  w r i te  w h a t she w a n te d , she would b e  s e v e r e ly  c r i t ic iz e d  "in  
one w ay  o r  a n o th e r  th e  r e s t  of m y l ife .
She to ld  D re y e r  a n d  Saxon to  i n s t r u c t  th e  " e d ito rs  to  be 
m o re  c a re f u l"  w ith  h e r  m a te r ia l .  " F o r  th e y  a r e  so  c o n s is te n tly  
c a r e l e s s  w ith  m in e , th e y  a r e  no  doubt ju s t  a s  c a r e l e s s  w ith  th e  
o th e r s ,  and  th e  d i s t r ic t  s u p e rv is o rs  w ill  r e c e iv e  th e  m o s t  b lam e . "
Had sh e  know n th a t  h e r  s ta te m e n ts  w ould  be ch an g ed  sh e  would n o t 
"have  talen th e  a p p o in tm en t a t  any  p r ic e .  F o r ,  m y re p u ta tio n  a s  a 
p a in s ta k in g  r e s e a r c h  w o rk e r  m ea n s  m o re  to  m e  th an  an y  s a la ry .  ” 24
23Ib id .
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S w eeney  had  d iff ic u lty  g e ttin g  th e  in fo rm a tio n  sh e  n ee d ed  to  
p r e s e n t  h e r  o b jec tiv e  s to r i e s  to  D r e y e r  f o r  h e r  f r ie n d s  to  p r a i s e  and  
fo r  p o s te r i ty  to  r e a d .  She w ro te  F r a n k  L e w is  P ro h a s k a ,  P r e s id e n t  
of th e  B u re a u  of In fo rm a tio n , M o rg an  C ity , r e q u e s t in g  h im  to  p ro v id e  
in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t N e g ro  a m u s e m e n t p la c e s  and  h o te l a c co m m o d a tio n s  
in  th e  T h ird  C o n g re s s io n a l  D is t r i c t .  ^
P ro h a sk a  b e c am e  i r a t e  o v e r  S w ee n e y 's  r e q u e s t ,  a s  h is  
l e t t e r  in d ic a te s :
Y our l e t t e r ,  d a te d  Ju n e  9 th , h a s  ju s t  com e to  
m e  and I  a m  h a s te n in g  a  r e p ly  to  you f o r  a  v a r ie ty  
of r e a s o n s .  I m u s t  ex p la in  th a t  th is  B u re a u  of 
In fo rm a tio n  i s  p u re ly  a v o lu n te e r  a f f a i r . . . I d raw  
n o t a penny  in  s a l a r y . . .  and  to  u n d e rta k e  to  do w hat 
you a s k  w ould  r e q u i r e  m o re  o f m y  t im e  th an  I a m  
w illin g  to  g ive w ith o u t re m u n e ra t io n  of any  s o r t ;  
and  I su g g e s t  th i s ,  f e e l in g  ju s t if ie d  in a sm u c h  a s  a 
p a te rn a l  c e n tr a l  g o v e rn m e n t. . .  s lig h tly  d e m en ted , 
to o , I 'm  th in k in g . . . i s  a p p ro p r ia t in g  m illio n s  fo r  
j u s t  su ch  p ro je c ts  a s  you  a r e  in v o lv ed  in  and why 
should_I n o t g e t m y  s h a r e  of th e  b o u n ty ?  The p o rk  
b a r r e l  can  s u re ly  be m ad e  to  y ie ld  tw e n ty -f iv e  
d o l la r s  f o r  m e . . .  .
I a m  s u re  you UNTHINKINGLY a sk e d  th is  of 
m e .  I a m  re p la c in g  a  C h a m b e r  of C o m m e rc e  h e re  
an d  any  o th e r  s o r t  of b u s in e s s  o rg an iz a tio n  so  if  
you f e e l  th a t  to u r i s ts  r e a l ly  m u s t  have a l l  th a t
^ 5M a ry  Ja n e  S w eeney  to  F r a n k  L . P ro h a s k a ,  June  5, 1936,
ib id .
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in fo rm a t io n ,  I  a m  th e  p e rs o n  to  su p p ly  i t .  P r o p e r
p u b lic i ty  w il l  b e  g iv en  in  o u r  p a p e r  to  y o u r l e t t e r
a s  w e ll  a s  to  m y  r e p ly . 26
T h is  th in ly  d isg u is e d  a tte m p t a t  b la c k m a il  g r e a t ly  d is tu rb e d  
Sw eeney. She t r i e d  to  a p p e a s e  th e  d is g ru n tle d  P ro h a sk a . "Now th a t  
you  have ex p la in e d  [how] y o u r c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th is  o ffice  have  b een  
g iv en  g r a t i s ,  " she  sa id , " y o u r s e rv ic e s  a r e  a p p re c ia te d  ju s t  th a t  
m u ch  m o re .  " She did n o t  in ten d  fo r  h e r  " r e c e n t  r e q u e s t"  to  be  an  
" im p o s it io n "  upon h im  o r  h i s  t im e . Sw eeney r e g r e t te d  h av ing  to  
s o lic it  in fo rm a tio n  b y  m a i l .  S ince h e r  o rg a n iz a tio n  re fu s e d  to 
p ro v id e  a d e q u a te  t r a v e l  fu n d s, sh e  had no a l te rn a t iv e  bu t to  do as  
she had  d o n e . " O u r  own s a la r ie s  a r e  s m a ll  and  canno t b e  sp en t on 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,"  she sa id . In s h o r t ,  sh e  had " a b so lu te ly  no f u n d s . . .
27fo r  p ay m en t of a n y  in fo rm a tio n "  she re c e iv e d .
W hat r e a l ly  b o th e re d  Sw eeney w as P ro h a sk a * s  t h re a t  to  
p u b lish  h e r  l e t t e r .  She p lead ed  w ith  h im  n o t to  do i t .  T he  le t t e r  
"w as  a d d re s s e d  to  you p e rs o n a l ly ,  and n o t th e  g e n e ra l  p u b lic . Your 
l e t t e r  to  m e  is  fo r  m y  f i l e s  and n o t fo r  an y  one e ls e .  I t r u s t  t h a t . . .
2 ^ F ra n k  L. P ro h a sk a  to  M ary  Jan e  Sw eeney, Ju n e  9, 1936, 
ib id . T he f i r s t  th re e  e l l ip s e s  w e re  th o se  of P ro h a sk a  and  not of th e  
w r i te r .
^ M a r y  J a n e  S w eeney  to  F r a n k  L . P ro h a s k a ,  Ju n e  10,
1936, ib id .
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you w ill  r e f r a in  f ro m  pub lish in g  e i th e r  m y  l e t t e r  o r  y o u r a n s w e r . 1,28
S w eeney t r i e d  to  a s s u r e  P ro h a s k a  th a t  she w a s  a  t ru e
d a u g h te r  of th e  South. She w as b o rn  in  th e  T h ird  C o n g re s s io n a l
D is tr ic t ,  sh e  to ld  h im , had liv ed  th e r e  m o s t  of h e r  life , and  loved
"o u r se c tio n  of th e  s ta t e ."  B e c a u se  of th is  love she f e l t  th a t
" s t r a n g e r s  should know w h at a  w o n d e rfu l s e c tio n  th is  r e a l ly  i s .  "
She th an k ed  P ro h a sk a  f o r  p a s t  c o u r te s ie s ,  a s s u r e d  h im  th a t  she
w ould n o t im p o se  upon h im  a g a in , an d  t r u s te d  th a t  he w ould "not
29
p u b lish  th a t  w hich  w as in ten d ed  a s  p e rs o n a l .  "
S w eeney not only  had  t ro u b le  c o lle c tin g  in fo rm a tio n , she 
had  d iff ic u lty  ge ttin g  th e  a r t i c le s  h e r  s ta f f  w ro te  a c c e p te d  b y  th e  
p e rs o n s  a b o u t w hom  the  a r t i c le  d e a lt .  T h is  w as  e s p e c ia lly  t ru e  in  
th e  c a s e  invo lv in g  M rs . David P ip e s ,  o w ner of a  p lan ta tio n  d e s c r ib e d  
in  "S o u th ern  P la n ta tio n , " an  a r t i c l e  by  Sw eeney.
M rs .  P ip e s  w anted  th e  a r t i c l e  to  p re s e n t  the  h is to r y  of h e r  
fa m ily , b u t to  say  a lm o s t  n o th ing  ab o u t th e  f u rn i tu r e  and p ic tu re s  in 
h e r  p lan ta tio n  hom e. She fe a re d  m en tio n  of th e m  m igh t a t t r a c t  
u n w e lco m e  v i s i to r s  o r  even th ie v e s .  M rs .  P ip e s  b e c am e  so  u p se t  
w ith  S w een ey 's  handling  of th e  a r t i c l e  th a t  she in te n d e d  to  d is c u s s  it  
w ith  Saxon, o r  so Sw eeney f e a r e d .  She to ld  Saxon th a t  " in  view  of
2 8Ib id .
2 9lb id .
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the fa c t  M rs . P ip e s  had  d isc u s s e d  i t  in  a  r a th e r  pub lic  w ay in  H oum a, 
I  f e l t  you sh o u ld  b e  g iv en  o u r  s id e . " 3®
Saxon a s s u r e d  Sw eeney th a t  th e  s itu a tio n  co n cern in g  
"S o u th ern  P la n ta t io n "  w a s  no t u n fa m ilia r  to  h im . Thesre w e re , he 
sa id , s e v e r a l  o w n ers  of old h o m es  who d id "no t w ish  th e i r  h o u ses  to  
be  m en tio n ed  a s  'sh o w  p la c e s ' in  th e  G u id e ."  He cou ld  u n d e rs ta n d  
th e i r  p re f e re n c e  s in c e  m an y  of th e  p lan ta tio n  h o u se s  w e re  p r iv a te  
r e s id e n c e s ,  and  i t  w as " c e r ta in ly  a  n u isa n c e  to  have  v i s i to r s  a r r iv in g  
a t  a il  h o u rs .  " He th en  su g g ested  th a t  Sw eeney m e r e ly  m ention  
"S o u th ern  P la n ta t io n "  w ith  a p p ro x im a te ly  one p a ra g ra p h  co n cern in g  
the  h ouse  and  th e  fa m ily . She could say  th a t  th e  h o u se  w as not open 
to  v i s i to r s ,  o r  th a t  th e  g ro u n d s  w e re  open to v i s i to r s  b u t the  h ouse  
w as  n o t, p ro v id ed  M rs . P ip e s  a p p ro v e d . Saxon a s s u r e d  Sweeney 
" th a t w ith  th e  u s e  of a l i t t l e  ta c t"  th e  m a t te r  could be w o rk ed  out 
s a t i s fa c to r i ly  to  e v e ry o n e . 31
S w eeney th en  w ro te  M rs .  P ip e s  in  a m an n e r  " a s  c o u rte o u s  
a s  cou ld  b e  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  a r t i c l e  on 'S o u th ern  P la n ta tio n . '"  She 
th en  n o ted : "I r e a l ly  though t I p o s s e s s e d  t a c t  b u t I h a te  to  a d m it I 
h av e  f a i le d  in  m y  d e a lin g s  w ith  M rs .  P ip e s .  Not only have I n o t b e e n
30M a ry  Ja n e  S w eeney  to  L y le  Saxon, A p r i l  29 , 1936, ib id .
3 *Lyle Saxon to  M a ry  Ja n e  Sw eeney, A p r i l  3 0 , 1936, ib id .
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a b le  to  s e c u r e  th e  r e tu r n  o f th e  o r ig in a l  co p y  sen t h e r  fo r  h e r  a p p ro v a l  
o r  d isa p p ro v a l,  b u t  a  l e t t e r  to  h e r  and  a co p y  of 'S o u th ern  P la n ta t io n 1 
a s  in c lu d e d  in  y o u r  d um m y w e re  s e n t  h e r  M ay 25 th . " She th en  
la m e n te d :  "B o th  h av e  b e e n  ig n o re d . " A lthough  h a tin g  to  a d m it  
d e fe a t ,  S w eeney  sa id  she  now  h e ld  Saxon r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  h and ling  
th e  m a t te r .  She had  "p u t f o r th  e x tr a  e f fo r t  to  a d ju s t  th e  m a t te r  in  
a  d ig n if ie d  and  c o u rte o u s  w ay , " b u t had  fa i le d .  ^2
A n o th e r  c o lo rfu l and  c o n tr o v e r s ia l  lad y  w ith  w hom  Saxon 
w o rk e d  v .;■ s M iss  M a rg a re t  B e a u fo rt .  She w a s  em ployed  on th e  
W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s  f ro m  N o v em b er, 1935, to  A u g u st 31, 1936, a s  a 
Ju n io r  E d i to r ia l  A s s i s ta n t .  She th en  d e c id e d  th a t  she w as "w o rn  out 
w ith  t h r e e  long  h o t s u m m e rs  w o rk in g  in  New O rlea n s  and  n e e d ed  a 
ch an g e  an d  v a c a tio n . " She le ft th e  C re s c e n t  C ity  to  s ta r t  a new  l ife  
in  San F r a n c is c o .  ^3
San F r a n c is c o ,  she f e l t ,  w ould  b e  a  w o n d erfu l p lac e  to  
b e g in  life  ag a in . One of th e  f i r s t  th in g s  sh e  did th e re  w as to  d ro p  
h e r  m a r r ie d  n am e  of M rs . M a rg a re t  P e a r c e .  She th en  d e c id e d  to  
b e c o m e  a sc h o la r  by  e n te r in g  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  of C a lifo rn ia  w h e re  she 
would e a rn  a  d o c to ra l  d e g re e  in  E n g lis h  l i t e r a t u r e .  The e n e rg ie s  fo r
^ M a r y  Ja n e  S w eeney to  L y le  Saxon, Ju n e  10, 1936, ib id .
^ M a r g a r e t  B e a u fo rt to  E d w ard  D re y e r ,  S e p tem b e r  14,
1936, ib id .
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PA G ES 117 AND 118 
W ORKERS ON TH E W R ITE R S ' P R O JE C T S  IN  LOUISIANA
-M ad e ly n  M ille r  e x a m in e s  a  1 0 0 -y e a r -o ld  m ap  of 
N ew O r le a n s  in  th e  H ow ard  M e m o r ia l  L ib ra r y  in  
New O r le a n s *
- D i l la rd  P r o je c t  W o rk e rs  e n g ag ed  in  th e  c o m p ila tio n  
of A H is to ry  of th e  N eg ro  in  L o u is ia n a *
* P ic tu r e s  lo c a te d  in  the  N a tio n a l A rc h iv e s
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h e r  new  a c ad e m ic  a d v e n tu re  w e r e  p ro v id ed  by  th e  "co o l, b re e z y , 
and  b ra c in g "  a i r  of S an  F r a n c is c o ,  it  m ad e  h e r  " fee l r e s te d ,  fu ll  
o f pep and re a d y  to  go to  w o rk  a g a in . " She d ec id ed  to  go "snoop ing  
in  and abou t th e  U n iv e rs i ty  of C a lifo rn ia "  to  v i s i t  " its  e n o rm o u s  and  
e a s i ly  a c c e s s ib le  l i b r a r y . "  T he pub lic  l ib r a ry ,  on th e  o th e r  han d , 
w as "b u ilt  so  a s  to  d isc o u ra g e  a l l  th e  b ro w sin g  p o s s ib le - - e n o rm o u s  
w a s te  s p a c e s , b lin d  a l l e y s ,  an d  m is le a d in g  c o r r id o r s ;  n o t a book 
in  s ig h t. "34
She d ec id ed , h o w e v e r , to  p o stp o n e  beg inn ing  h e r  d o c to ra l  
s tu d ie s  fo r  one y e a r .  She had , a f t e r  a l l ,  gone to  San F ra n c is c o  
w ith  th e  e x p e c ta tio n  of w o rk in g  on th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c ts  th e r e .
To h e r  d ism a y , h o w e v e r , she le a rn e d  a f te r  a r r iv in g  th e r e  th a t a 
th re e -m o n th s  re s id e n c y  p e rio d  w a s  req u ired , b e fo re  one cou ld  be 
c e r t if ie d  fo r  r e l ie f  p r o je c ts .  She a ls o  m ade a n o th e r  d isc o v e ry , th a t  
the  L o u is ian a  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s  had a lle g e d ly  n o t pa id  h e r  fo r  a il  th e  
t im e  she w o rk ed . She in fo rm e d  Saxon and D re y e r  th a t  th ey  owed h e r  
fo r  fiv e  h o u rs  of o v e r t im e  pay  and  f o r  h e r  f i r s t  two w e e k s  of pay , 
f ro m  O c to b e r 1 to O c to b e r 15. A c c o rd in g  to h e r  f ig u re s  she w as 
due " a t  l e a s t  $17 . 00 and  som e odd c e n ts .
3 4Ib id .
^ M a r g a r e t  B e a u fo rt  to  L y le  Saxon, S ep tem b er 19, 1936,
ib id .
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M iss  B e a u fo r t ,  a s  she now c a lle d  h e r s e l f ,  to ld  D re y e r  a n d  
Saxon th a t  s h e  -wanted h e r  m o n ey  an d  ex p e c te d  th e m  to  fo rw a rd  i t  a t  
on ce . And, s in c e  she c o u ld  n o t b e  c e r t if i e d  fo r  r e l i e f ,  a s  a " fav o r"  
she w an ted  Saxon to  " t r a n s f e r "  h e r  to  th e  San F r a n c is c o  W r i t e r s ' 
P r o je c t ,  and  to  w r i te  a  p e rs o n a l  l e t t e r  of r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .  3 ^
Saxon in fo rm e d  B e a u fo rt  th a t  th e r e  a p p a re n t ly  w as som e 
m is ta k e  a b o u t th e  m o n ey . T he p ro je c t  d id n o t b eg in  in  L o u is ia n a  
u n til  O c to b e r  15, an d  no one w as p lac e d  on  th e  p a y ro ll  p r io r  to  
N o v em b er 1, 1935. "If a n y  m o n ey  i s  ow ing you fo r  w o rk  upon a 
p ro je c t  w h ich  em ployed  you b e fo re  th a t  t im e , I know n o th ing  ab o u t 
i t ,  " h e  sa id . 3^
B e a u fo rt r e p l ie d  th a t  sh e  h ad  m ad e  a  m is ta k e  ab o u t th e  
d a te s ,  a s  th e y  sh o u ld  have b e e n  N o v em b er 1 to  N o v em b er 15, but 
no t ab o u t th e  f a c t  th a t  sh e  w as  owed m o n ey . The a m o u n t of $ 1 7 .5 0  
w a s  a  m in o r  su m , she s a id ,  "b u t th e  p r in c ip le  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  m e .  " 
She th e n  sco ld ed  D re y e r  fo r  "n o t ev en  [going] to  the  t ro u b le  of 
h av in g  th e  A cco u n tin g  D e p a r tm e n t lo o k  o v e r  th e  r e c o r d s  of p a y m e n ts  
m ad e  to  m e to  s e e  if an y th in g  a c tu a l ly  w as ow ing. ,l33
3 6Ib id .
^ L y l e  Saxon to  M a rg a r e t  B e a u fo rt ,  O cto b er 7, 1936, ib id .
33M a rg a r e t  B e a u fo rt  to  E d w ard  D r e y e r ,  O c to b e r  14, 1936,
ib id .
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Saxon w a s  a s  a n x io u s  a s  B e a u fo r t  to  s e t t le  th e  m o n ey  d isp u te . 
He a s k e d  J .  R . M urp h y , M an ag e r  of th e  W PA A d ju s tm e n t B u re a u , 
to  e x a m in e  th e  r e c o r d s  an d  d e te rm in e  th e  v a lid i ty  of h e r  c la im .
Saxon n o ted  th a t  B e a u fo r t  had no g r ie v a n c e  a t  th e  t im e  o f h e r  
d e p a r tu re .  " H e r  w o rk  had  b e e n  s a t i s f a c to r y  b u t in  no w ay  e x tr a ­
o r d in a ry ,  11 h e  o b s e rv e d ,  " n o r  had  sh e  c a u se d  a n y  t ro u b le  n o r  m ad e  
a n y  c la im s  o f a n y  k ind . We w e re  s u r p r i s e d  th en  w hen  h e r  l e t t e r  
a r r i v e d  a s k in g  f o r  'b a ck  pay. '"  He f u r th e r  r e m a rk e d  th a t  he d id  not 
l ik e  th e  " to n e  of th e s e  l e t t e r s "  an d  w ish ed  th e  A d ju s tm e n t B u re a u  to  
3 Qin fo rm  B e a u fo r t  of i t s  f in d in g s . 7
B e a u fo r t ,  m ea n w h ile , w ro te  H e n ry  A ls b e rg .  She c o m p la in e d  
th a t  a lth o u g h  s h e  h ad  tw ice  w r i tte n  Saxon an d  D r e y e r ,  sh e  had  
" n e ith e r  b e e n  fo rw a rd e d  a  c h e c k . . .  n o r  b een  g iven  an y  s a t i s f a c to r y  
r e a s o n  f o r  n o t g e ttin g  o n e . " A ls b e rg  in  t u rn  a sk e d  th e  L o u is ia n a  
D ire c to r  to  c h e ck  in to  th e  m a t te r  and  r e p o r t  to  h im  h is  fin d in g s .^®  
Saxon did a s  A ls b e rg  r e q u e s te d . He in fo rm e d  th e  N atio n a l 
D ire c to r  th a t  th e  b a s i s  fo r  B e a u f o r t 's  c o m p la in t w a s  "a  co m p le te  
m y s te ry .  " A ll of h is  d e a lin g s  w ith  h e r  h ad  b e e n  v e ry  p le a s a n t.
" I  d o n 't  know  w h a t h a s  g o tte n  in to  h e r  s in c e  sh e  h a s  b e e n  in
^ L y l e  Saxon to  J .  R . M urp h y , N o v em b er 11, 193 6, ib id . 
^ H e n r y  A ls b e rg  to  L y le  S axon, N o v e m b e r  11, 1936, ib id .
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C a l ifo rn ia . I t s e e m s  e x tr e m e ly  odd th a t  sh e  should  h av e  w a ited  a 
w hole  y e a r  b e fo re  say in g  th a t  she  h a d  n o t b e e n  paid  f o r  w o rk  d u r in g  
th e  f i r s t  tw o w eek s th a t  she  w a s  w ith  th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s .  " H er 
c o m p la in t ,  h e  n o ted , w as th e  on ly  o ne  of i t s  ty p e  h e  h ad  e v e r  
r e c e iv e d .
D re y e r  in fo rm e d  B e a u fo rt th a t  sh e  cou ld  n o t r e c e iv e  pay  
fo r  h e r  f iv e  h o u rs  of o v e rt im e  w o rk  a s  th is  t im e  w a s  c h a rg e d  a g a in s t  
a  d a y  w hen she m is s e d  w o rk . B e a u fo rt m u s t  have d ec id ed  a g a in s t  
p u sh in g  th is  c la im , f o r  she m ade  no m en tio n  of i t  in  h e r  l e t t e r  to 
A ls b e rg .  42
In  r e g a r d  to Saxon " t r a n s fe r r in g "  h e r  to  th e  C a lifo rn ia  
p r o je c t ,  i t  i s  f a i r ly  c e r ta in  th is  w as  n o t d o n e . Saxon sa id  th a t 
" in a sm u c h  a s  she q u it h e r  job of h e r  ow n f r e e  w ill  and  a sk e d  no th ing  
of th is  k ind u n til  she  w as  in  C a l ifo rn ia ,  " h e  cou ld  not te c h n ic a l ly  
t r a n s f e r  h e r .  He o b se rv e d  th a t  m o s t  s ta te  d i r e c to r s  had m o re  
a p p lic a tio n s  th a n  th e y  co u ld  f i l l  in  t h e i r  ow n s ta te s ,  m u ch  le s s  
t r a n s f e r  p eo p le  f ro m  o th e r  s ta te s  to  th e i r  p r o je c ts .
T h is  le f t  o n ly  h e r  c la im  of re c e iv in g  p a r t ia l  pay fo r  h e r  
f i r s t  tw o w eek s  of e m p lo y m en t. W o rk e rs  w e re  p a id  e v e ry  two w eek s
4 1L y le  S axon to  H e n ry  A l s b e rg ,  N o v em b er 13, 1936, ib id .
42E d w ard  D re y e r  to  M a rg a re t  B e a u fo r t ,  S e p tem b e r  29,
1936, ib id .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
123
a c c o rd in g  to  a  f ix e d  sc a le . I t  d o es  n o t s e e m  lik e ly  th a t  a  sp e c ia l 
r a t e  w ould h a v e  b e e n  s e t  f o r  h e r  and  f o r  no one e ls e .  B ut w h e th e r 
she w as p a id  o r  n o t, sh e  w a s  only one of th e  m an y  p ro b le m s  w hich  
Saxon and D r e y e r  had to  dea l w ith  in  th e i r  e f fo r ts  to  p ro d u ce  q u a lity  
p u b lic a tio n s  abou t th e i r  s ta te .
B e a u f o r t 's  p ro b le m s  w e re  in s ig n if ic a n t  c o m p a re d  to  th o se  
of a n o th e r  J u n io r  E d i to r ,  A lb e r t  L . Dunn. D unn b eg an  w o rk ing  w ith  
th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s  on J a n u a ry  12, 1938, a t  th e  m o n th ly  s e c u r i ty  
s a la r y  of $74 . 67. Saxon f e l t  th a t he did good w o rk  and  Dunn s tay ed  
on the  p ro je c t  u n til  A ug u st 1, w hen h e  r e s ig n e d  to  a c c e p t  em ploym ent 
w ith  th e  B ato n  Rouge D ep a r tm e n t of C o m m e rc e  and  In d u s t r y .43 
D u n n 's  i n te r e s t  in  the  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s  co n tin u ed , h o w e v e r. He 
c o rre s p o n d e d  w ith  D re y e r  te llin g  h im  of h is  e ffo r ts  to  reo rg a n iz e  
th e  D e p a r tm e n t of C o m m e rc e  and In d u s try . O ff ic ia ls  of th e  d e p a r t­
m e n t m u s t  h a v e  r e s e n te d  D unn 's  c r i t ic i s m s ,  fo r  th ey  f i r e d  h im  
a lm o s t  im m e d ia te ly . H e th en  had to  g e t r e l i e f  w o rk  and w as a s s ig n e d  
a s  a  R e s e a rc h  F ie ld  W o rk e r  on th e  WPA H ousing  P r o je c t  a t  the  
m o n th ly  pay  of $ 5 7 .1 9 .44
H is r e l i e f  a s s ig n m e n t g re a t ly  d isa p p o in te d  D unn. He
43J a m e s  H. C ru tc h e r  to  F r e d  R . R au ch , M a rc h  17, 1939, 
F W P -L a . .
4 4Ib id .
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hoped fo r  re a s s ig n m e n t on th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s ,  bu t th e re  w as  no 
open ing  th e r e  a t  th e  t im e  of h is  a p p lic a tio n . T h is  d isa p p o in tm e n t, 
p lu s  h i s  hav ing  to  a c c e p t  a  p o s itio n  th a t  pa id  c o n s id e ra b ly  le s s  th an  
h is  f o rm e r  one, m ad e  Dunn b i t t e r  an d  e x tr e m e ly  c r i t i c a l .  L eo  G. 
S pofford  sa id  th a t  h is  a tt i tu d e  "w as  v e ry  bad  an d  h e  c o n tin u a lly  
c r i t ic iz e d  h is  s u p e r io rs  and  show ed th a t  he  d id  no t l ik e  th e  a s s ig n ­
m e n t and  d id n o t a p p ro v e  of th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  th e  p ro je c t  w as 
o p e ra te d . " The r e l i e f  o ffic ia ls  sought to  h e lp  Dunn b y  p lac in g  h im  
u n d e r  a  d i f fe re n t  s u p e rv is o r ,  "bu t h is  a tt i tu d e  d id  not change.
Dunn w ro te  E . L . E u s t is ,  D ir e c to r  of th e  F e d e ra l  H ousing  
P r o je c t ,  and  C ru tc h e r ,  co m p la in in g  about p ro je c t  co n d itio n s .
P r o je c t  o ffic ia ls  c la im e d  th a t  th e  q u a lity  of h is  w o rk  w as poor and 
r e le a s e d  Dunn on F e b r u a r y  16 a long  w ith  s e v e r a l  o th e r s  in  a quota  
red u c tio n . Dunn c o n c lu d ed , h o w ev er, th a t  C ru tc h e r  r e s e n te d  
c r i t ic i s m  and had  to ld  th e  h o u sin g  o ffic ia ls  to  g e t  r id  of h im .
C ru tc h e r  e m p h a tic a lly  d en ied  th is  c h a rg e  by  po in tin g  out th a t  "h is 
re m o v a l  w as in  p ro c e s s  b e fo re  th e  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  w as r e c e iv e d . "4 ^
S ta te  D i r e c to r  of E m p lo y m en t, W . F .  O ak es , a ls o  m a in ­
ta in e d  th a t  Dunn w as  r e le a s e d  due to  a quota r e d u c tio n  n e c e s s i ta t in g
45L eo  G. Spofford to  G eo rg e  H. F ie ld , A p r i l  14, 1939, ib id .
4 ^ Ja m e s  H. C ru tc h e r  to  F re d  R. R au ch , M a rc h  17, 1 9 3 9 ,ib id .
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th e  re m o v a l  of p e rs o n s  l e a s t  n ee d ed  fo r  p ro je c t  o p e ra t io n s . A t th e  
s a m e  t im e ,  h o w e v e r , a  la r g e  n u m b e r  of f a r m e r s  in  th e  n o r th e r n  
p a r t  of th e  s ta te  le f t  t h e i r  p r o je c ts  to  r e tu r n  to  t h e i r  s e a s o n a l  w o rk  
in  th e  f ie ld s .  W hen th is  h ap p en ed  m o re  p o s it io n s  b e c a m e  a v a ila b le , 
an d  th e  q u o tas  in  th e  New O r le a n s  a r e a  w e re  in c r e a s e d .  A s s ig n m e n ts  
to  f i l l  th e s e  q u o tas  w e re  to  be m ad e  a f te r  M a rc h  1 5 .4 ^
T he New O r le a n s  office  of em p lo y m en t fo r  WPA w o rk e rs  
r e c e iv e d  a r e q u is i t io n  f ro m  th e  W o m e n 's  and  P ro fe s s io n a l  P r o je c t  
f o r  a  J u n io r  C le rk  on an in d ex in g  p ro je c t .  Dunn w a s  co n tac ted  fo r  
t h is  p o s it io n  a t 2:45 p .m .  on M a rc h  14. He had b u t one h o u r  to  
r e p o r t  fo r  h i s  a s s ig n m e n t,  s in ce  th e  n o ta r y  who a p p ro v ed  C i tiz e n sh ip  
A ff id a v its  l e f t  w o rk  a t  3 :45  p. m . Dunn a r r iv e d  a t  the  n o ta r y 's  o ffice  
a t  3:58  and  w as to ld  h e  co u ld  no t be  a s s ig n e d  u n til  h is  c it iz e n sh ip  
a ff id av it w as  a p p ro v e d . He p ro te s te d ,  say in g  th e  em p lo y m en t o ffice  
a lr e a d y  had  h is  c itiz e n s h ip  a ff id av it. O ff ic ia ls  of the  e m p lo y m en t 
o ffice  r e f u s e d  to  c h e ck  t h e i r  f i l e s  to  v e r i fy  h is  c la im , say ing  th ey  
lac k e d  t im e  to  f ile  th e s e  p a r t i c u la r  p a p e rs .  T h ey  to ld  Dunn he would 
h av e  to  c o m p le te  a n o th e r  a ff id a v it  an d  r e tu r n  it  w ith in  th e  h o u r . ^ 8  
Dunn, h o w e v e r, r e tu r n e d  e a r ly  th e  n e x t m o rn in g  w ith  h is
^ W .  F .  O akes to  A lb e r t  D unn, M a rc h  21, 1939, ib id .
4 ®Glenn E . G a r r e t t  to  C . B . B ra u n , M a rc h  17, 1939, ib id .
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p a p e r  p ro p e r ly  c o m p le te d  and  n o ta r iz e d .  O ff ic ia ls  a t  th e  em p lo y m en t 
o ffice  to ld  h im  he w a s  to o  l a t e .  A n o r d e r  f ro m  W ash ing ton  f re e z in g  
q u o ta  a s s ig n m e n ts  w en t in to  e ff e c t  th a t  m o rn in g . T h ey  sa id  he had 
ch o sen  n o t to  co m p ly  w ith  t h e i r  in s t r u c t io n s  and  could  n o t b e  
r e a s s ig n e d  u n til  th e  em p lo y m en t quota  w a s  i n c r e a s e d . ^
T h is  tu rn  of e v e n ts ,  in  a d d itio n  to  h is  p re v io u s  d i s m is s a l ,  
co n v in ced  Dunn now m o re  th a n  e v e r  th a t  he  had  b e e n  r e l e a s e d  b e c a u s e  
h e  had  c r i t ic iz e d  C ru tc h e r  an d  o th e r  p ro je c t  o f f ic ia ls .  H e co n clu d ed  
th a t  h e  co u ld  n o t e x p ec t f a i r  t r e a tm e n t  f ro m  th e m  and b eg an  w r itin g  
n u m ero u s  l e t t e r s  to  v a r io u s  s ta te  a n d  n a tio n a l  WPA o f f ic ia ls  a s  w e ll 
a s  to  h is  c o n g re s s m a n . He c o m p la in e d  of h is  t r e a tm e n t  to  F lo re n c e  
K e r r ,  A s s is ta n t  A d m in is t r a to r .  She in fo rm e d  h im  th a t  m a t t e r s  of 
em p lo y m en t w e re  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  of s ta te  and  lo c a l o f f ic ia ls .  She 
co u ld  in te rv e n e  only in  c a s e s  in v o lv in g  th e  m is u s e  of fu n d s.
T h is  r e s p o n s e  g r e a t ly  i r k e d  Dunn w ho a g a in  w ro te  K e r r .
He sa id  C r u tc h e r  r e s e n te d  h is  c r i t i c i s m s  and  h ad  p a s se d  th e  w o rd  
th a t  Dunn had to  go . C r u tc h e r  a g a in  d e n ie d  th e  c h a rg e  a n d  had 
o ffic ia ls  of th e  E m p lo y m e n t D iv is io n  an d  th e  W o m en 's  and  P ro fe s s io n a l  
D iv isio n  con d u ct a n  in v e s t ig a tio n  in to  th e  v a lid i ty  of D u n n 's
^ A l b e r t  Dunn to  F lo re n c e  K e r r ,  M arch  25, 1939, i b id . ; 
F lo re n c e  K e r r  to  A lb e r t  D unn, A p r i l  4 , 1939, ib id .
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a lle g a tio n s .  T h ey  co n c lu d ed  th a t  C ru tc h e r  m ad e  n o  a tte m p t  "to  
in flu e n ce  th e s e  d iv is io n s  in  th e  h a n d lin g  of th e  c a s e .  "51 Dunn re p l ie d  
th a t  h e  w ould  "w a n t f o r  food a n d  o th e r  n e c e s s i t i e s  of life  [u n til]  th o se  
in  th e  W ash ing ton  W PA h e a d q u a r te r s  tak e  th e  n e c e s s a r y  s te p s  to  put 
a  s to p  to  h is  p e tty  T y ra n n y . "52
Dunn s e v e r e ly  c r i t ic iz e d  M rs .  K e r r  fo r  ta k in g  th e  p o s it io n  
th a t  th e  W ash in g to n  o f f ic ia ls  cou ld  in te rv e n e  only if  th e  s ta te  
a d m in i s t r a to r 's  m is c o n d u c t  in  o ffice  in v o lv ed  th e  th e f t  of fu n d s.
Such a  s ta n c e , he sa id , le f t  th e  r e l i e f  w o rk e r  w ithou t p ro te c tio n  o r  
a  m e a n s  f o r  r e d r e s s  of g r ie v a n c e s .  I t  se em e d  to  h im  th a t  th e  p o s it io n  
of s ta te  o f f ic ia ls  r a th e r  th an  th e  w e lfa re  of th e  w o rk e r  w a s  K e r r 's  
m a jo r  c o n c e rn . T h is  p r io r i t y ,  Dunn fe l t ,  o ffe red  the  r e l i e f  w o rk e r  
l e s s  p ro te c tio n  th an  th e  p r iv a te  w o rk e r  who could  tak e  h is  g r ie v a n c e  
to  th e  N a tio n a l L a b o r  R e la tio n s  B o a rd . P re s id e n t  R o o se v e lt  w ould  
no t p e rm i t  th is  fo r  h e  "had  gone on r e c o r d  a s  be in g  in  fav o r  of 
p ro te c tin g  th e  w o rk in g  m an  in h is  em p lo y m en t in  e v e ry  w ay , " Dunn 
w ro te .  T h e re fo re ,  c o n c lu d ed  Dunn, " i t  i s  r e a s o n a b le  to  ex p ec t a 
g o v e rn m e n ta l  a g e n cy  lik e  th e  WPA to  a t  l e a s t  fo llow  th e  ex a m p le  of 
th e  NLRB in  p ro te c tin g  w o r k e r s .
5*L eo G. S pofford  to  G eo rg e  H. F ie ld , A p ri l  14, 1939, ib id .
^ A l b e r t  Dunn to  F lo re n c e  K e r r ,  M a rc h  25, 1939, ib id .
53Ib id .
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K e r r 's  p o s itio n , h e  co n c lu d ed , n o t  only  rem o v e d  r e d r e s s  
f ro m  th e  r ig h ts  of r e l i e f  w o r k e r s ,  i t  su p p o rte d  o th e r  WPA o ffic ia ls  
in  th w a rt in g  c r i t ic i s m s  of t h e i r  d e s p o tic  a c t io n s , "T h is  i s  the  
U nited S ta te s —n o t G erm an y , " Dunn in fo rm e d  K e r r .  He re q u e s te d  
she t e l l  h im  "of w h at s te p s  I  shou ld  ta k e  to  se e k  r e d r e s s  in  the 
m a t te r  w h ic h  show s so  c le a r ly  a d e s i r e  f o r  p e tty  rev e n g e  on th e  
p a r ty  of th e  S ta te  A d m in is tra t io n  in  L o u is ia n a  an d  h is  s u b o rd in a te s .  
She r e p l ie d  th a t  " c a re fu l  a t te n tio n "  w ould be g iven  to  h is  c o m p la in ts ,  
and  sh e  in s t r u c te d  G eo rg e  F ie ld ,  R e g io n a l D i r e c to r ,  to  in v e s t ig a te  
D u n n 's  c h a r g e s .  ^5 F ie ld ,  in  t u rn ,  had  h is  a s s i s ta n t  C . B . B rau n  
co n d u ct th e  in v e s t ig a t io n .
Dunn to ld  B ra u n  th a t  he had ju s t  begun to  expose  "WPA 
m is m a n a g e m e n t an d  i r r e g u la r i t i e s "  in L o u is ia n a . B ra u n  a s s u r e d  
Dunn th a t  he w ould b e  h ap p y  to  "h av e  g enu ine  in fo rm a tio n  an d  
e v id e n c e ."  B ra u n  s t r e s s e d  g en u in e  " b e c a u s e ,"  a s  he put i t ,  " s o  
o ften  p e rs o n s  w ith  co m p la in ts  h av e  no th in g  b u t  a lo t  of h e a r s a y .  We 
a r e  i n te r e s te d  in  so m eth in g  th a t  i s  r e a l ,  if  i t  a c tu a l ly  e x is ts .
B ra u n  in v ited  Dunn to  v i s i t  h im  to  p r e s e n t  h is  c h a rg e s .
54Ib id .
^ F lo r e n c e  K e r r  to  A lb e r t  D unn, A p r i l  4, 1939, ib id .
56C . B . B ra u n  to  A lb e r t  D unn, M a rc h  8, 193 9, ib id .
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Dunn d e c id e d  to  w r i te  B ra u n  r a th e r  th an  se e  h im  in  p e rs o n . He 
bem o an ed  th e  f a c t  th a t  h e  had  b een  out of w o rk  fo r  th re e  w eek s o r 
" e v e r  s in ce  I  w a s  la id  off th e  h o u s in g  p r o je c t  w ith  th e  phony e x c u se  
of 'a  quo ta  re d u c tio n . 1,1 He could  r e a d i ly  p ro v e  th is  w as  a  phony 
ex c u se , b u t he would h av e  tro u b le  o b ta in in g  p r iv a te  e m p lo y m en t s in c e  
he  w as "n o t w h a t i s  c a lle d  a 'young m a n ' a n y m o re . " He had 
c o n sc ie n tio u s ly  t r ie d  to  be re a s s ig n e d  on the WPA and  h ad  w r itte n  
s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  e a ch  w eek  to  v a r io u s  o f f ic ia ls  in  h is  e f fo r ts  to  be  
r e a s s ig n e d .  " C ru tc h e r ,  " h e  sa id , " h a s  n o t ev en  b o th e re d  to  a n s w e r  
m y r e c e n t  i e t t e r s .
D isg u s te d  w ith  C ru tc h e r ,  K e r r ,  and B ra u n , Dunn dec id ed  
to  p r e s e n t  h i s  c a s e  to  L o u is ia n a  C o n g re s sm a n  P a u l H. M aloney.
Dunn knew  th a t  M aloney w as one of m an y  C o n g re s sm e n  grow ing  - 
in c re a s in g ly  d isg ru n tle d  w ith  the  W PA . M aloney , he sa id , w as 
" tak in g  a v e ry  a c tiv e  in te r e s t  in  the  r e o rg a n iz a tio n  of th e  W PA " and 
w as "a  m e m b e r  of the  H ouse  A p p ro p r ia t io n s  C o m m itte e  w hich would 
p a s s  upon m o n ey  to  b e  a llo te d  to th e  WPA in  th e  fu tu re . 1,88 The 
C o n g re s sm a n  d id  i n te r e s t  h im s e lf  in  D u n n 's  c o m p la in ts .  He q u e rie d  
C ru tc h e r  abou t th e m  and a s k e d  th e  E m p lo y m en t D iv isio n  in
5^ A lb ert Dunn to  C . B. B ra u n , M a rc h  4, 1939. ib id .
58Ib id .
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Dunn sough t to p ro v id e  B ra u n  w ith  o th e r  ex a m p le s  of 
i r r e g u la r i t i e s .  H e sa id  a  p ro je c t  w o rk e r  to ld  h im  th a t  th e  d a u g h te r  
of a  c i ty  p o lic e  s e rg e a n t  got a  WPA job  alth o u g h  she had no n eed  of 
w o rk . A s  so o n  a s  she m en tio n ed  to  th e  WPA o ffic ia l th a t  she  w as  th e  
d a u g h te r  of th e  p o lic e m a n  h e  sa id : " S u re , w e 'l l  pu t y ou  on. "
A n o th e r  p r o je c t  em p lo y e e  in fo rm e d  Dunn th a t  Dunn w as  not r e le a s e d  
b e c a u s e  of a  quota  red u c tio n . He to ld  D unn th a t  "a dozen  o r  m o re  
h av e  b e e n  a d d e d  to  t h is  s a m e  p r o je c t  s in c e  I le f t  a n d  so m e  of th e  
n e w c o m e rs  h av e  b e e n  g iven  jo b s  pay ing  M ORE m oney  th an  i s  paid  
to  th e  f ie ld  w o r k e r s  who have b e e n  on th e  p ro je c t  fo r  s o m e t i m e ." ^  
B ra u n  w an ted  m o re  th an  D u n n 's  a c c o u n ts  of a lle g e d  u n fa ir  
t r e a tm e n t.  In  in v e s t ig a t in g  th e  in c id e n t  in v o lv in g  D u n n 's  c itiz e n sh ip  
p a p e rs  h e  le a r n e d  th a t  Dunn w ould h av e  b een  a s s ig n e d  w o rk  on 
M a rc h  15 h ad  h i s  fo rm s  b een  c o m p le te d  p r io r  to  th a t  d a te .  The 
f re e z e  w a s  g e n e ra l  an d  ju s t  "hap p en ed  to  c a tc h "  Dunn. Out of an 
a llo tm e n t of 2, 100 p o s itio n s  only tw e n ty -f iv e  had a c tu a l ly  been  
a s s ig n e d  in  New O r le a n s .  The a s s ig n m e n t  o f f ic e r s  ex p la in ed  th a t  
th is  r a t h e r  a la rm in g  f a i lu re  to  a s s i s t  m o re  n e e d y  r e l i e f  w o rk e r s
^ L e o  G. Spofford to G eo rg e  H. F ie ld ,  A p r i l  14, 1939, ib id . 
^ ° A lb e r t  D unn to  C . B . B ra u n , M a rc h  9, 1939, ib id .
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w a s  d ue  to  th e  m e tic u lo u s  c o n c e rn  th e y  had  f o r  a c c u r a te  c i t iz e n s h ip  
a ff id a v i ts .  O nce g e ttin g  th e m , h o w e v e r ,  th e y  d id  n o t b o th e r  to  f ile  
th e m . T h e  em p lo y m en t o ffice  o ffic ia ls  c o n c lu d ed  th a t  th e y  h ad  "a c te d  
in  good f a i th  in  th is  m a t t e r ,
B ra u n  r e c e iv e d  o th e r  in fo rm a tio n  in  h is  in v e s t ig a t io n  of 
D u n n 's  c o m p la in ts .  S poffo rd  sa id  th a t  Dunn w a s  "a  v e ry  p ro lif ic  
l e t t e r  w r i t e r ,  " b u t h i s  l e t t e r s  co n ta in ed  n o  in fo rm a tio n  " b e a r in g  on 
th e  WPA p r o g ra m . C ru tc h e r  r e p o r te d  th a t  Dunn w as "a s in g le  
m a n "  who h a d  b e e n  em p lo y ed  b y  v a r io u s  n e w s p a p e rs  [a  r e m a rk  
w h ich  a ls o  co u ld  h av e  b e e n  m ad e  abou t S axon] . He a d m itte d  th a t  
D unn had " c o n s id e ra b le  f a c i l i ty  in  w r i tin g "  a n d  f re q u e n tly  w ro te  
len g th y  l e t t e r s .  D unn, h e  n o ted , had "b e e n  th o ro u g h ly  s a tis f ie d  w ith  
co n d itio n s  on  th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t"  b u t w a s  d isa p p o in te d  a f te r  h is  
p r iv a te  e m p lo y m en t en d ed  and he w a s  n o t r e a s s ig n e d  to  S ax o n 's  
p r o g ra m s .  ^3
A f te r  in v e s t ig a t in g  th e  c o m p la in ts ,  B ra u n  r e p o r te d  h is  
f in d in g s  to  F ie ld .  F ie ld  in v ite d  Dunn " to  a r r a n g e  fo r  an  a p p o in tm en t"  
w ith  h im . ^  D unn r e fu s e d  to  do th is  o r  to  a n s w e r  F i e ld 's  l e t t e r .
^ G l e n n  E . G a r r e t t  to  C . B . B ra u n , M a rc h  17, 1939, ib id .
^ 2L eo  G. S pofford  to  G eo rg e  F ie ld ,  A p r i l  14, 1939, ib id .
63J a m e s  H. C ru tc h e r  to  F r e d  R . R a u c h , M a rc h  17, 1 9 3 9 .ib id .
^4G e o rg e  H. F ie ld  to  A lb e r t  D unn, A p r i l  12, 1939, ib id .
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F ie ld  co n c lu d ed  in  h is  r e p o r t  to  M rs .  K e r r :  " I a m  con v in ced  th a t 
M r. Dunn h a s  no  v a lid  c o m p la in ts ,  e ls e  h e  w ou ld  h av e  re p l ie d  to  m y 
l e t t e r  of A p r i l  12. "65 K e r r  a p p a re n t ly  d rew  th e  s a m e  c o n c lu s io n .
She in fo rm e d  D unn th a t  s in c e  h e  f a i le d  to  r e p ly  to  F ie ld ’s l e t t e r  
th e r e  w as  l i t t l e  h e r  o ffic e  co u ld  do " to  be  of f u r th e r  a s s i s ta n c e  to 
you.
Dunn m u s t  h av e  r e a c h e d  th e  s a m e  c o n c lu s io n . He th en  
a p p e a le d  to  j o u rn a l is t s  D rew  P e a r s o n  an d  R o b e r t  S. A llen , who 
p u b lish e d  a  r e g u la r  sy n d ic a ted  c o lu m n , "W ash in g to n  M e rry -G o -  
R ound. " He th an k ed  th e m  "fo r  fo cu s in g  a t te n tio n  upon th e  ro t te n  
a d m in is t r a t io n  of th e  W PA in  L o u is ia n a ."  C r u tc h e r ,  he w ro te ,  had  
"b een  th e  boon c o m p an io n  of G ov. ’D ic k ' L e c h e  an d  h is  gang of 
b u r g la r s  (th ey  c a l l  th e m s e lv e s  S ta te  o f f ic ia ls ,  ho w ev er) e v e r  s in ce  
he [ C ru tc h e r ]  to o k  c h a rg e  down h e re .  " C r u tc h e r ,  Dunn c h a rg e d , 
had  ig n o re d  v io la t io n s  o f WPA re g u la tio n s  and  had  "p a tte rn e d  h is 
co n d u ct to w a rd s  WPA w o r k e r s  m u ch  a lo n g  th e  l in e s  of H e r r  H itle r  
in  G e rm a n y . " W hen n e w sp a p e r  m en  show ed th a t  a w om an on h is  
s ta f f  d id  not n e e d  to  w o rk , C ru tc h e r  sa id : " I 'l l  h i r e  w h o m ev er I
d . . .  p le a s e .  " The S ta te  A d m in is tr a to r  a n d  h is  a id e s  had  "m e th o d s 
of to r tu r in g  th o se  w ho d a re d  co m p la in . " He and  o th e r  o f f ic ia ls  in
6 5 c e o rg e  H. F ie ld  to  F lo re n c e  K e r r ,  M ay 15, 1939, ib id .
^ F l o r e n c e  K e r r  to  A lb e r t  Dunn, M ay 23, 1939, ib id .
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L o u is ia n a  t r i e d  to  " 'c r u s h 1 anyone who d a re d  c o m p la in  o r  c r i t ic iz e ,  
n o  m a t te r  how  ju s t if ia b le  t h e i r  g ro u n d s , " D unn re m a rk e d .  ^
D unn th en  o ffe re d  s e v e r a l  p a g e s  of e x a m p le s  of a lle g e d  
w ro n g s  c o m m itte d  by C ru tc h e r  a n d  h is  a id e s  a g a in s t  r e l i e f  w o rk e r s .  
Dunn co n c lu d ed  by say in g  th a t  he hoped P e a rs o n  and  A llen  w ould 
"co n tin u e  to  p u b lic ize  th e  ro t te n  c o n d itio n s  p e rm itte d  in  th e  WPA by 
J a m e s  C ru tc h e r  and  h is  a id e s . " T h e ir  conduct w as "a  d a m  [s ic ]  
s h a m e , " ^
D u n n 's  u n h a p p in e ss , a s  C ru tc h e r  n o ted , s te m m e d  f ro m  h is  
fa i lu re  to  be re a s s ig n e d  on th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s .  In a ll  of h is  m an y  
le t t e r s  n o t one co m p la in t w as m ad e  a g a in s t  th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  
o r  Saxon. C o n s id e rin g  th e  obvious d isg u s t  of Dunn, th is  o m iss io n  
w as  a  r e a l  t r ib u te  to  Saxon and th e  w ay he a d m in is te re d  the  p ro g ra m . 
I t  i s  a ls o  in te r e s t in g  to  n o te  th a t  in  D unn 's  v iew  G o v ern o r L ech e  
h ead ed  a "gang  of b u r g la r s .  " L ech e  w a s  th e  f i r s t  and  only  L o u is ian a  
G o v ern o r to go to  p r is o n .  He w as co n v ic ted  in  1939 f o r  in co m e  ta x  
ev a sio n , b r ib e r y ,  m is u s e  of m a i l ,  and  o th e r  c h a rg e s .  A n o th e r 
m e m b e r  of h is  "gang , " L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  P re s id e n t  J a m e s  
M onroe  S m ith , w as a ls o  co n v ic ted  and se n t to  p r is o n  in  1939. Dunn
^ A l b e r t  Dunn to  D rew  P e a rs o n  and  R o b e r t  A llen , June  19,
193 9, ib id .
68Ib id .
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w a s  th u s  m o re  a c c u ra te  in  h is  a p p ra i s a l  of L e c h e  and  h is  a s s o c ia te s  
th an  h e  p ro b a b ly  r e a l iz e d  w hen he  w ro te  P e a r s o n  and  A llen . ^9
M rs .  V elm a Ju n eau , l ik e  D unn, a ls o  e x p e rie n c e d  f ru s t r a t io n  
a s  she  t r i e d  to  con tinue h e r  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t s .  
M rs .  L ill ie  G o ld s te in , S ocial S e rv ic e  S u p e rv is o r  of th e  FER A  in  
R a p id e s  P a r i s h ,  w as th e  n e m e s is  b eh in d  J u n e a u 's  d iff ic u ltie s .  
G o ld s te in  knew th a t  Ju n e au  w as a  v e ry  c a p ab le  w o rk e r  b e c au se , of 
h e r  p a s t  a s s o c ia t io n  fo r  m o re  th a n  a y e a r  w ith  th e  S o cial S e rv ice  
D iv isio n . She d e s ir e d  th e  s e rv ic e s  of Ju n e au  b u t  co u ld  not ge t th em  
w ith o u t so m e  p re te n s e  f o r  rem o v in g  h e r  f ro m  th e  p o s itio n  of D is t r i c t  
S u p e rv is o r  of th e  W r i te r s ' P ro je c ts  in  A le x a n d ria .  G o ld s te in  dec id ed  
to  ca n ce l J u n e a u 's  r e l ie f  c e r t if ic a t io n ,  upon th e  b a s is  th a t  h e r  
h u sb an d  shou ld  have b e e n  th e  one c e r t if ie d ,  and  th en  h av e  h e r  t r a n s ­
f e r r e d  to  th e  S o c ia l S e rv ic e  D iv ision .^®
6 9 M ark  T . C a r le to n , P o l it ic s  and  P u n ish m e n t: A H is to ry  
of th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  P e n a l  S y s te m  (Baton R o u g e , 1971), 135;
E dw in A. D a v is , L o u is ian a : A N a r ra t iv e  H is to ry  (B aton  R ouge, 1965), 
342-343 ; A llan  P . S in d le r , Huey L o n g 's  L o u is ia n a : S ta te  P o l i t ic s ,  
1920-1952 (B a lt im o re , 1956), 137-139. F o r  an  in te r e s t in g  d isc u s s io n  
of L o u is ia n a  S tate  U n iv e rs ity  P r e s id e n t  J a m e s  M onroe  S m ith  and 
H uey Long, s e e  T . H a r r y  W illia m s , H uey Long (New Y ork , 1969), 
500 -5 1 7 , 764-780 .
?°V e lm a  J u n e au  to  C a th ry n  C a s s ib ry ,  S e p tem b e r  12, 1936, 
L aC o l-L S L B R .
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M rs .  Ju n e au  w a s  too  v a lu ab le  to  th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s  to  
p e rm i t  th is  r e c e r t i f i c a t io n  sc h em e  to  go u n c h a lle n g ed . Saxon,
M rs .  B ird ie  C. B u se y , D is tr i c t  S u p e rv is o r  of W o m e n 's  and 
P ro fe s s io n a l  P r o je c t s  D iv is io n  in  A le x a n d ria ,  and  M rs .  L eo  S poffo rd , 
S ta te  D i r e c to r  o f the  p ro je c t ,  im m e d ia te ly  c a m e  to  J u n e a u 's  d e fe n s e . 
M rs .  B u se y  to ld  Saxon th a t  if  " a t a l l  p o s s ib le "  he  should  se e k  to  
" r e ta in  h e r  [Ju n eau ] a s  a  n o n - r e l ie f  p e rs o n .  " She f u r th e r  s a id  in  
h e r  " c o n fid e n tia l"  l e t t e r  to  Saxon: " M rs . Ju n e au  i s  m o s t  e s s e n t ia l  
to  th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t ,  and  I p e rs o n a l ly  c o n s id e r  h e r  a  sp lend id  
w o r k e r ,  and  fe e l  th a t  she can  n o t be r e p la c e d .  "^1 Spofford sa id  th a t  
J u n e au  h a d  "d o n e  sp len d id  w o rk "  and  sh e  f e l t  th a t  " th e  p r o je c t  in  
A le x a n d ria  w ould  be v e ry  m u ch  c r ip p le d  i f  sh e  should  be rem o v ed  
f ro m  i t . "  Ju n e au  a ls o  w an ted  " v e ry  m u ch "  to  co n tin u e  h e r  a s s o c i a ­
tio n  w ith  th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s .  M rs . Spofford  p ro p o se d  to  r e ta in  
h e r  a s  a  n o n - r e l ie f  w o rk e r  s in ce  a llo w a n c e s  w e re  m ad e  fo r  a 
s u p e rv is o r  in  th is  c la s s if ic a t io n .  ^
M rs .  Ju n e au  e x p re s s e d  g re a t  s a tis fa c tio n  o v e r  g e ttin g  to  
co n tin u e  h e r  a s so c ia tio n  w ith  the  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t s .  She o b s e rv e d  
in  a  l e t t e r  to  M is s  C a th ry n  C a s s ib ry ,  S ax o n 's  s e c r e ta r y :  " T h e re
^ B i r d i e  C. B u se y  to  L y le  Saxon, S e p tem b e r  12, 1936, ib id .
^ L e o  G. Spofford to  B ird ie  C . B u se y , S e p tem b e r 14, 1936,
ib id .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
136
s e e m s  to  be  a  m o v em e n t to  t r a n s f e r  a n y  w o r k e r s  n eed ed  by  th e  
a d m in is t r a t iv e  s ta f f  of th e  FER A  f ro m  e ith e r  th e  F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s '  
P r o je c t  o r  th e  F e d e r a l  A rc h iv e s  S u rv e y  h e r e .  T hanks a g a in  f o r  
'm y  s ta y  of ex e cu tio n . It s e e m e d , h o w e v e r , th a t  i f  G o ld s te in
co u ld  n o t h av e  J u n e a u 's  s e r v i c e s ,  sh e  co u ld  a t  l e a s t  m ak e  life  
m is e ra b le  f o r  h e r  on th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s .
S. D. L e e ,  h ead  of th e  L a b o r  D iv is io n  of th e  WPA in  
A le x a n d ria ,  in fo rm e d  Ju n e a u  on S e p te m b e r  28, 1936, th a t  in  o r d e r  
to  k e e p  h e r  on th e  p a y ro ll  she  had  to  b e  a s s ig n e d  on a n o n - re l ie f  
b a s is  s in c e  h e r  r e l i e f  c e r t if i c a t io n  w a s  be in g  c a n ce lle d  S e p te m b e r  3 0 . 
J u n e au  o b s e rv e d  th a t  a lth o u g h  h e r  p r e s e n t  a s s ig n m e n t w as m ad e  on 
a  r e l i e f  b a s i s ,  sh e  w a s  pa id  f ro m  n o n - re l ie f  fu n d s . R e a s s ig n m e n t 
th u s  se e m e d  u n n e c e s s a r y .^
On S e p te m b e r  30, Saxon n o tif ie d  R a n d a ll F o w le r ,  D i s t r i c t  
D ir e c to r  of th e  W o rk s P r o g r e s s  A d m in is tr a t io n  in A le x a n d ria ,  th a t  
h e  w a s  r e - a s s ig n in g  Ju n e au  to  h is  p r o je c t  a s  a n o n - re l ie f  w o rk e r .
He r e q u e s te d  th e  r e - a s s ig n m e n t  to  b e c o m e  e ffe c tiv e  a s  of O c to b e r  1, 
s in c e  th is  w a s  th e  d a te  w hen M rs .  Ju n e a u  would be d ropped  a s  a
^ V e lm a  Ju n e au  to  C a th ry n  C a s s ib r y ,  S e p tem b e r  15, 1936,
ib id .
74V elm a  Ju n e a u  to  L y le  S axon, S e p tem b e r  28, 1936, ib id .
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r e l i e f  p e rs o n .
One w e e k  l a t e r  Ju n e au  in fo rm e d  Saxon th a t  a n  o ffic ia l f ro m  
th e  p a y ro l l  d iv is io n  h ad  n o tif ie d  h e r  th a t  th e  r e p o r t  t im e  f  o r O c to b e r  1- 
4 h a d  b e e n  d e le te d  f ro m  h e r  c h e ck . Saxon im m e d ia te ly  ch eck ed  w ith  
th e  p a y ro l l  d e p a r tm e n t.  O ff ic ia ls  t h e r e  to ld  h im  " th a t  in  som e w ay  
th e  F o r m  402, " r e - a s s ig n in g  J u n e au  a s  a n o n - r e l ie f  s u p e rv i s o r ,
"h ad  b e e n  m is p la c e d .  " W hen Saxon su g g e ste d  th a t  it  co u ld  b e  lo c a te d , 
the  p a y ro l l  a u th o r i ty  th e n  m an ag ed  to  f ind  th e  f o rm . T h ey  a sk ed  
M rs .  Ju n e au  to  m ak e  a  su p p le m e n ta l t im e  sh e e t co v e rin g  th e s e  fo u r  
d ay s  and  th e y  w ould  im m e d ia te ly  send  h e r  a  c h e ck . Saxon w ro te  th e  
h a r r a s s e d  M r s .  Ju n e au : " l a m  s u re  th a t  e v e ry th in g  w ill  be  a l l  r ig h t ,  
and th a t  you w ill  h av e  no  m o re  t ro u b le  w ith  th is  r e - a s s ig n m e n t .
M rs .  Ju n e au  w a s  th u s  a b le  to  co n tin u e  on the  p ro je c t  of 
h e r  ch o ic e . H e r  s a la r y  w as i n c r e a s e d  and  sh e  w as m ad e  th e  
s u p e rv is o r  of th e  L a k e  C h a r le s  D i s t r i c t  in  ad d itio n  to h e r  A le x a n d ria  
p o s itio n . ^  By th e  end  of the  y e a r ,  h o w e v e r , sh e  f e a re d  fo r  h e r  jo b . 
She knew th a t  Saxon had to  r e d u c e  h is  p e rs o n n e l  in  o rd e r  to  co m p ly  
w ith  a  new  q u o ta  a s s ig n m e n t .  She w o n d e re d  i f  she  w e re  going to  be
^ L y l e  Saxon to  R an d a ll F o w le r ,  S e p tem b e r  30, 1936, ib id .
^ L y l e  S axon to  V e lm a  Ju n e a u , O c to b e r  9, 1936, ib id .
^ L y l e  Saxon to  V e lm a  Ju n e a u , O c to b e r  13, 1936, i b id . ;
L y le  Saxon to  R a n d a ll F o w le r ,  N o v em b er 6, 1936, ib id .
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one of th e  o n es  he had to  l e t  g o .  Saxon r e p l ie d  b y  say ing : "You 
a r e  one of th e  v e ry  b e s t  peop le  I  h av e , and  y o u  m ay  r e s t  a s s u re d  
th a t  yo u  w ill  be re ta in e d  a s  s u p e rv is o r  a s  long  a s  I have an y  s a y -  
so  in  th e  m a t te r  a t  a l l .
Job s e c u r i ty  w as  n o t one of the  r e w a rd s  fo r  w o rk in g  on 
th e  F W P . D is t r i c t  o ff ic es  c lo se d  a s  soon a s  th ey  s e rv e d  th e ir  
fu n c tio n  in  g a th e r in g  m a te r ia l ,  and  s o m e tim e s  even  b e fo re  th en .
In  Ju n e , 1937, M rs , Ju n e au  a sk e d  L o u is ia n a  H is to r ic a l  R e c o rd s  
S u rv ey  D i r e c to r ,  John C . L . A n d re a s se n , i f  he m ig h t have a p lac e  
fo r  h e r  on th e  HRS s in c e  th e  A le x a n d ria  a n d  L ak e  C h a r le s  D is t r ic t s  
of th e  F W P  w e re  c lo s in g  on J u ly  14. A n d re a s s e n  a p p a re n tly  could 
not u s e  h e r ,  f o r  Ju n e au  w ro te  Saxon in  A u g u s t v o lu n te e rin g  to  rea d  
_ the  A le x a n d ria  and  L ak e  C h a r le s  D is t r i c t s  m a n u s c r ip ts  b e fo re  
p u b lic a tio n  o f th e  L o u is ia n a  G uide. " P le a s e  do not h e s ita te  to c a ll  
on m e , " she en co u rag ed  Saxon, "e v e n  though I  a m  no lo n g e r  on th e  
p a y ro l l ,  and  do not e x p ec t to  b e . S in ce  th is  w as th e  l a s t  le t t e r  
f ro m  M rs .  J u n e au  it  i s  r a th e r  doubtfu l th a t  Saxon a c c e p te d  h e r  o ffe r .
7 8 y eim a  Ju n e au  to  L y le  Saxon, n . d . , bu t l e t t e r  w as w r i tte n  
in  D e c e m b e r , 1936, ib id .
^ L y l e  Saxon to  Y e lm a  Ju n e au , D e c e m b e r  14, 1936, ib id .
®®Velma Ju n e au  to  Jo h n  C . L . A n d re a s s e n ,  Ju n e  25, 1937,
ib id .
®*Velma Ju n e au  to  L y le  Saxon, A u g u st 8, 1937, ib id .
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A n o th e r  p ro je c t  em p lo y ee  who a lm o s t  b e c a m e  em b ro ile d  
in  a  s tru g g le  b e tw e en  two d if fe re n t  p r o je c ts  w as  A r th u r  D e B re u y s . 
M rs .  T. H. B e h re ,  S u p e rv iso r  of th e  F e d e ra l  T h e a te r  P r o je c t ,  
a sk ed  Saxon to  p e rm it  D eB reu y s  to  do p u b lic ity  w o rk  fo r h e r  p ro je c t .  
The len d in g  of em p lo y e e s , Saxon con c lu d ed , w a s  n o t  good p o licy .
He in fo rm e d  M rs .  B e h re  th a t  he  n eed ed  th e  la b o r  of a l l  of h is  
w r i te r s .  B y len d in g  one Saxon w ould b e  d e p riv e d  of h is  s e rv ic e s ,  
would h av e  to  p ay  h is  s a la ry , and  w ould  b e  u n ab le  to  re p la c e  h im  
to  f i l l  h is  q u o ta . S ince M rs .  B e h re  r e fu s e d  to  a s s ig n  D eB reu y s to  
h e r  p ro je c t,  Saxon h ad  to  deny  h e r  r e q u e s t .  ^
R o b e r t  M cK inney, th e  o ne  b la c k  who w a s  n o t a ss ig n e d  to 
the  D il la rd  p r o je c t ,  l ik e  M rs . Ju n e au  a ls o  e x p e rie n c e d  a  p ro b lem  
w ith  h is  p a y ro l l  c h e ck . H is c h e ck  w as lo s t ,  b u t by a  n o n -g o v ern m en t 
a g en cy . A c c o rd in g  to  E .  C . B e rn iu s , C re d it  M a n ag e r  of th e  G e n e ra l 
F in a n ce  C om pany  of L o u is ian a  in  New O r le a n s , on Ja n u a ry  8, 1937, 
M cK inney e n d o rs e d  h is  s e m i-m o n th ly  p a y ro ll  c h e ck  o f $34. 20 and 
gave i t  to  an a g e n t of the  G e n e ra l F in a n ce  C om pany . The a g en t 
a p p lied  $ 7 . 50 to w a rd  M cK inney 's  a cco u n t w ith  th e  com pany  and gave 
h im  $26. 70 a s  th e  c a s h  d if fe re n c e . The co m p an y  o ffic ia l th en  
stam p ed  th e  c h e ck  fo r  d e p o s it " G e n e ra l F in a n c e  C om pany of
^ L y l e  Saxon to  M rs . T . S. B e h re ,  A p r i l  21, 1936, ib id .
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L o u is ia n a , In c . " The c h e c k  w a s  l a te r  r e tu rn e d  to  th e  co m p an y  w hen 
a  b a n k  o ffic ia l m a rk e d  " in c o r r e c t ly  e n d o rs e d "  on i t .  M cK inney, 
w ro te  B e rn iu s  to  Saxon, " fa i le d  to  s p e ll  o u t h is  f i r s t  n a m e  u s in g  
o n ly  th e  in i t ia l  'R 1. We im m e d ia te ly  e n c lo se d  th e  ch eck  w ith  a  l e t t e r  
a sk in g  M cK inney to  e n d o rs e  th e  c h e ck  a g a in  and  r e tu r n  to  u s .  "
B e rn iu s  sa id  th a t  M cK inney  re fu s e d  to  re s p o n d  to  th is  l e t t e r  o r  to  a 
seco n d  one. B e rn iu s  a sk e d  Saxon to  i s s u e  M cK inney  a  d u p lic a te  c h e ck  
an d  a s s u r e d  Saxon th a t  h e  w ould  " c o o p e ra te  in  lik e  m a n n e r  should  
e v e r  a n  o c c a s io n  a r i s e .
Saxon se n t  a  m e m o ran d u m  to  C. M. B ow m an, a p p a re n tly  of 
th e  WPA p a y ro l l  d iv is io n , and  a tta c h ed  to it a  co p y  of B e r n iu s 1 l e t t e r .  
He n o ted  th a t  B e rn iu s  f i r s t  te lep h o n ed  h is  c o m p la in t  and Saxon a sk ed  
h im  to  put i t  in  w ri tin g . T he S ta te  D ire c to r  had  d iff ic u lty  b e lie v in g  
th a t  th e  co m p an y  had se n t th e  ch eck  to  M cK inney . "T h is  s tru c k  m e  
a s  e x tr e m e ly  odd , " w ro te  Saxon, "a s  I h av e  n e v e r  h e a rd  of a 
s im i la r  th in g . I m ea n  th a t  u n d e r  o rd in a ry  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  M cK inney 
w ould h av e  b een  c a lle d  b a c k  to  th e  o ffice  to  c o r r e c t  h is  s ig n a tu re  o r  
a n  a d ju s to r  w ould h av e  b e e n  se n t  to  h is  re s id e n c y .
T h e re  w e re  o th e r  f a c to r s  in  th e  c a s e  th a t  d i s t r e s s e d  Saxon. 
B e rn iu s  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  c h e c k  w as m a rk e d ,  " F o r  D e p o s it,  " th u s
c .  B e rn iu s  to  L y le  S axon, M a rc h  11,  193 7, ib id .
®^Lyle Saxon to  C . M . B ow m an, M a rc h  12 , 1937, ib id .
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p re c lu d in g  th e  p o s s ib i li ty  of anyone  c a sh in g  i t .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  
o b se rv e d  Saxon, " th e y  th re a te n  to  hold  M cK inney r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  the  
to ta l  a m o u n t of $ 3 4 .2 0 , in  a d d itio n  to  th e  b a la n c e  of a p p ro x im a te ly  
$60. 00 w h ic h  h e  a lr e a d y  owes th e  F in a n c e  C o m p an y . " Saxon 
p r o te s te d ,  say in g  th a t  th e  co m p an y  co u ld  n o t h o ld  M cK inney 
re s p o n s ib le ,  " in a s m u c h  a s  th e  f a u lt  of lo s in g  th e  c h e c k  w as obv io u sly  
t h e i r s .  " B e rn iu s  in s is te d  th a t  M cK inney w ould be c h a rg e d  an  
a d d itio n a l $ 3 4 . 20 u n le s s  a  d u p lica te  ch eck  w a s  is s u e d .
The u s u a lly  c a lm  Saxon w ro te  to  B ow m an: " T h is  m ak e s  m e 
p re t ty  m ad  b e c a u s e  I do n o t b e lie v e  th a t  th e  F in a n c e  C om pany would 
d a re  to  t h r e a te n  a  w hite  p e rs o n  in  th is  m a n n e r .  Saxon w as a b le  
to  ge t th e  n u m b e r  of the  ch eck  and in fo rm e d  B e rn iu s  th a t  th e  "ch eck  
c a sh e d  b y  y o u " could  p o ss ib y  b e  t r a c e d  to th e  W ash in g to n  o ffice .
He su g g e ste d  B e rn iu s  w r i te  W. D . B e r r y ,  S ta te  D isb u rs in g  C le rk , 
to  a s s i s t  h im  in  h is  e ffo r t.  B e rn iu s  did a s  Saxon su g g e ste d  and  a sk ed  
B e r r y  to "have  a d u p lic a te  ch eck  is s u e d  f o r  u s .  " 87
T he f in a l  ou tcom e of th e  c a se  i s  n o t know n, s in c e  B e rn iu s 1 
le t t e r  to  B a r r y  is  th e  l a s t  r e c o rd  of th e  in c id e n t,  a p p a re n tly  b e c a u se
85Ib id .
8 6Ib id .
87L y le  S axon to  E . C . B e rn iu s ,  M a rc h  16, 1937, ib id .
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th e  m a t te r  now w as out os  Saxon’s ju r i s d ic t io n  and  th u s  i s  n o t 
r e c o rd e d  in  th e  W r i t e r s ’ P r o je c t s  £ ile s0 The in c id e n t  would se e m  
to  su g g e s t ,  h o w e v e r , th a t  Saxon w as  f a i r  w ith  a l l  p ro je c t  w o r k e r s ,  
b o th  b la c k  a n d  w h ite . T h is  is  p e rh a p s  one r e a s o n  w hy p ro je c t  
e m p lo y e e s  en jo y ed  w o rk in g  w ith  th e  S ta te  D i r e c to r .
S a x o n 's  p a tie n c e  w ith  M rs .  I re n e  C . W ag n er w as r e w a rd e d  
a s  m u ch  a s  i t  w as  t r i e d  by  Sw eeney. M rs .  W a g n er , of N a tc h ito c h e s , 
w as  a  s c h o la r  in  h e r  own r ig h t .  She h a d  A .B .  and A .  M. d e g re e s  
f ro m  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  of K a n sa s  an d  had done a d d itio n a l study  a t  th e  
U n iv e rs i ty  of C h icag o  w ith  s p e c ia l  t ra in in g  in  th e  tech n iq u e  of 
r e s e a r c h .  H e r m a s t e r 's  th e s i s  w a s  t i t le d ,  "T h e  F o lk -L o re  of 
L o u is ia n a  W ith S p ec ia l E m p h a s is  Upon I ts  D is tin c tiv e  C h a r a c t e r i s ­
t i c s . "  She had  tau g h t E n g lis h  a t Bow ling  G reen  S tate  N o rm a l C o lle g e , 
B ow ling  G re e n , O hio , a t  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  of K a n s a s , and a t  L o u is ia n a  
S ta te  N o rm a l C o lle g e . In  1935 sh e  had r e a d y  f o r  p u b lic a tio n  a 
b ib lio g ra p h y  of L o u is ia n a  l i t e r a tu r e  in  E n g lis h  w h ich  in clu d ed  m o re  
th a n  2 , 500 a u th o r s  and  s e v e r a l  th o u sa n d  i te m s .  ^
o r  an  in te r e s t in g  s e m i-a u to b io g ra p h ic a l  a c co u n t, w hich  
Saxon d ic ta te d  d u rin g  h is  f a ta l  bout w ith  c a n c e r ,  o f h is  r e la t io n s h ip  
w ith  h i s  b la c k  v a le t ,  s e e  L y le  Saxon and E d w ard  D r e y e r ,  T he F r ie n d s  
of Jo e  G ilm o re  and  Som e F r ie n d s  of L yle  Saxon (New Y ork , 1948).
8 9 "D e s c rip t io n  of P r o je c t ,  " a n  a b s t r a c t  b y  I re n e  C . W a g n er , 
(n. d . ), L a C o l-L S L B R .
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L ik e  s e v e r a l  of Saxon 's  f r i e n d s ,  M rs .  W agner w as happy to  
l e a r n  of h is  ap p o in tm en t a s  D ir e c to r  of th e  L o u is ia n a  W rite rs .' 
P r o je c t s .  W hen f i r s t  w ritin g  Saxon in  O c to b e r, 1935, a f te r  h is  
ap p o in tm e n t,  M rs .  W ag n er w as n o t in te r e s te d  in  a job on th e  F W P . 
She hoped in s te a d  th a t  he  m ig h t b e  a b le  to  p u b lish  h e r  b ib lio g ra p h y  
in  th e  ev en t h e r  c u r r e n t  p lans fo r  p u b lic a tio n  did n o t m a te r ia l iz e .
An o ffic ia l  of th e  W o m en 's  and P r o fe s s io n a l  S e rv ic e  e x p re s s e d  an 
in t e r e s t  in  h e r  m a n u s c r ip t  p ro v id ed  sh e  t u r n  i t  o v e r to  a public  bod y . 
M rs .  W ag n er w as w illin g  to  do th is  and  s u g g e ste d  th e  L o u is ian a  
H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty . M rs .  W agner th en  got a n  o ffic ia l of th is  
o rg an iz a tio n  to  a g re e  to sp o n so r h e r  p r o je c t .  A f te r  a l l  se em e d  to  
b e  going w e ll a p ro b le m  deve loped . T he o ffic ia l w ith  w hom  W agner 
d e a lt  on th e  H is to r ic a l  S oc iety  seem ed  to  lo se  i n te r e s t  in  the  
p ro p o sa l .  "T h e  d e la y  and  a p p a re n t  in d if fe re n c e  of th e  S oc iety  in 
a c c e p ta n c e  h a s  w eak en ed , i f  not d e s tro y e d ,  m y c h a n ce s  of getting  
Govt, a id , "  M rs .  W ag n er to ld  Saxon. B e fo re  p u rsu in g  th e  m a tte r  
f u r th e r  sh e  w o n d ered  if Saxon m ig h t be in te r e s te d  in  h e r  w ork .
The t ra u m a  of M rs .  W a g n e r 's  f ru s t r a t in g  ex p e rie n ce  p laced  
a g r e a t  s t r a in  upon h e r  h usband , a  p r o fe s s o r  a t L o u is ia n a  S tate  
N o rm a l C o lle g e . He had  tra v e le d  w ith  h is  w ife  to  New O r le a n s  in
Of)
I re n e  C . W ag n er to  L y le  Saxon, O c to b e r 15, 1935, ib id .
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h e r  e ffo r t to  g e t th e  m a n u s c r ip t  p u b lish e d , and  had  o ffe re d  to  u n d e r ­
w r i te  the  e x p e n se s  in v o lv ed  w ith  i t .  He su ffe re d  a  s e v e re  h e a r t  
a tta c k  in  D e c e m b e r  w hich  g r e a t ly  a l t e r e d  M rs . W a g n e r 's  p lan s  and  
p e rs o n a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  She w ro te  Saxon th a t  she f e l t  i t  " b e s t  to  
g ive up  a l l  p lan s  f o r  th e  b ib lio g ra p h y  f o r  th e  p re s e n t ,  and l e t  t im e  
ta k e  c a re  of th e  m a t te r .  " She o ffe re d  h im  h e r  m a n u s c r ip t  n o te s  fo r  
u se  in the  g u id e, and h e r  s e rv ic e s  a s  a v o lu n ta ry  w o rk e r .  She seem ed  
to  fe e l  th a t  the  p ro b le m s  w ith  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  w e re  "a c o n trib u tin g  
c a u se  to  the  a tta c k "  and to be  g re a t ly  c o n c e rn e d  o v e r the  p o ss ib ility  
of g iving up h e r  b ib lio g rap h y , in  o r d e r  to  p r e s e r v e  the  life  of h e r  
husband . 9*
Saxon r e a l iz e d  the  c o n tr ib u tio n s  M rs .  W agner could  m ak e  
to  the  s u rv e y  of h is to r ic a l  r e c o r d s .  He t r i e d  to  w ork  so m eth in g  out 
w h e re b y  M rs . W agner could  d iv id e  h e r  t im e  b e tw een  th is  p ro je c t  and 
h e r  h u sb an d . Saxon kep t in  to u ch  w ith  h e r  and  t r i e d  to  c o m fo rt h e r  
d u rin g  h e r  p e rio d  of g re a t  d i s t r e s s .  " I a m  s o r r y  to  h e a r  of your 
h u sb a n d 's  i l l n e s s  and I hope th a t  he i s  m u ch  b e tte r  now, " h e  w ro te .
In  a n  obv ious e ffo r t  to  e n c o u ra g e  h e r  he  sa id : "D id you  know th a t  you 
w e re  a g r e a t  a u th o r i ty ?  W e a r e  co n su ltin g  y o u r th e s i s  in  th e  H ow ard 
L ib ra ry ,  and  m y  w o rk e r s  r e p o r t  th a t  i t  i s  of g re a t  v a lu e . "92
^ I r e n e  C . W agner to  L y le  Saxon, D e c e m b e r  19, 1935, ib id .
^ 2L y le  Saxon to  I re n e  C . W a g n er , D e c e m b e r  23, 1935, ib id .
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On F e b r u a r y  10, 1936, M rs .  W ag n er to ld  Saxon th a t  she 
w as " c o n s id e r in g  th e  th re e  o f fe rs  w ith  g r e a t  c a r e .  " He a p p a re n tly  
t r i e d  to  o f fe r  h e r  s e v e r a l  em p lo y m en t p o s s ib i l i t i e s .  She a c ce p te d  
th e  th ir d ,  w h ic h  m u s t  h av e  b e e n  fo r  h e r  to  do r e s e a r c h  w o rk  in  
N a tc h ito c h es  r a t h e r  th an  in  New O r le a n s . She in it ia l ly  a c c e p te d  th e  
p o s itio n  b e c a u s e  of h e r  love  f o r  r e s e a r c h .  The p o s s ib ili ty  e x is te d , 
she  e x p la in ed  to  Saxon, th a t  i f  h e r  h u sb an d  f a i le d  to  im p ro v e  sh e  
m igh t n eed  th e  w ork :
If you  ju s t  knew how h a rd  I h av e  t r i e d  to  hold 
e v e ry th in g  to g e th e r - - m y  l i t t l e  c la s s  a t WPA h e a d ­
q u a r t e r s ,  M r. W a g n e r 's  c la s s e s  a t  N o rm a l, plan 
a h e ad  fo r  th e  G uide w o rk , k e e p  m y  ty p is ts  going, 
s ta n d  b y  M r. W ag n er a l l  n ig h t,  do  an y th in g  and 
e v e ry th in g  to  b r in g  h im  s u rc e a s e  f ro m  m is e ry .
W ill y o u . . .  k eep  on b e lie v in g  in  m e  a w h ile  lo n g e r . . .
I  t r y  to  k eep  up w ith  the  b u rd en  b e c a u s e  i t  m ay  be 
n e c e s s a r y  f ro m  a n  eco n o m ic  v iew p o in t fo r  m e to  
do so m e th in g . I fee l th a t  I m u st n o t lo se  com m and 
of m y se lf  in te l le c tu a lly , s p ir i tu a l ly ,  o r  p h y s ic a l ly - - 
B u t - - I  fe e l  s u re  th a t  t ra g e d y  in  so m e  p h a se  w ill 
o v e r ta k e  m e b e fo re  I can  f in is h  t h is  one p ro je c t.
I th in k  b e s t  to  b e  p re p a re d  an y  m in u te  fo r  i t .  I am  
v e ry  s o r r y ,  I  a p p re c ia te  a l l  y o u r  e ffo r ts  in  m y  
b e h a lf .
Saxon did con tinue  to b e lie v e  in  M rs .  W agner b u t h e r  
p rem o n itio n  of w oe c a m e  t r u e .  W ith in  h o u rs  a f te r  w ritin g  Saxon 
th e  p re v io u s ly  c ite d  l e t t e r  M r. W ag n er s u ffe re d  a n o th e r  s e v e re  
h e a r t  a tta c k .  M rs .  W ag n er a s k e d  Saxon to  a p p o in t som eone e ls e
^3I re n e  C . W ag n er to  L y le  Saxon, M arch  5, 1936, ib id .
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to  h e r  p o s itio n . She w a s ,  she  to ld  Saxon, " m o re  th a n  a  book  w o rm  
and  ju g g le r  of b o o k s . I  a m  a hu m an  b e in g  w ith  v e ry  h um an  e m o tio n s. 
I t  i s  m y  h o m e  and th e  c h e r is h e d  l ife  w ith in  i t  w h ich  d e m a n d s  m y  a l l ,  
now . I do n o t  q u e s tio n ; I a c c e p t .  "94
Saxon w as  a ls o  "a hu m an  b e in g  w ith  v e ry  h u m an  e m o tio n s . " 
A lthough  M rs . W a g n er r e s ig n e d  h e r  p o s itio n , Saxon p a tie n tly  k ep t 
in  c o n ta c t  w ith  h e r .  M rs .  W a g n er’s w o r s t  f e a r s  b e c a m e  a  r e a l i ty ,  
and  h e r  h u sb an d  su c cu m b e d  to  h is  i l l n e s s .  On Ju ly  6 , 1936, Saxon 
o ffe re d  h e r  th e  p o s itio n  of s u p e rv is o r  of th e  H is to r ic a l  R e c o rd s  
S u rv ey  in  B ato n  R ouge . ^
O nce a g a in  M rs .  W ag n er fa c e d  a tough d e c is io n . D e sp a ir in g  
to  l e a \e h e r  hom e and  f r ie n d s  in  N a tc h ito c h e s , M rs .  W ag n er hoped f o r  
a  p e rm a n e n t te a c h in g  p o s itio n  a t N o rm a l C o l l e g e . 9 ® W hen i t  d id  not 
m a te r ia l i z e  sh e  a c c e p te d  S ax o n 's  o ffe r  and p r e p a r e d  to  c lo s e  down h e r  
h o m e. Saxon w ro te : "I a m  v e ry  m uch p le a s e d  th a t  y o u  a r e  going to
jo in  o u r  s ta f f ,  and  th is  i s  a n o te  to  w e lc o m e  you to  New O r le a n s . "9?
He t r i e d  to  h av e  h e r  a s s ig n m e n t  m ad e  r e t r o a c t iv e  a s  of Ju ly  25.9®
9 4 jre n e  C . W a g n er to  L y le  Saxon, A p r i l  9, 1936, ib id .
9® Iren e C . W a g n e r  to  A . A . F r e d e r i c k s ,  J u ly  8 , 1936, ib id .
9 6Ib id .
^ 7L y le  Saxon to  I r e n e  C . W a g n er , J u ly  18, 1936, ib id .
98L y le  S a x o n to  J# H> T a lb o t, Ju ly  29, 1936, ib id .
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S in ce  h e r  r e f e r r a l  w a s  m ad e  on J u ly  27 , th is  b e c am e  th e  o ffic ia l d a te  
f o r  h e r  a s s ig n m e n t .  ^9
S ax o n 's  p a tie n c e  and  k in d n e ss  w a s  re w a rd e d  o n ce  a g a in .
M rs .  W ag n er b e c a m e  one of th e  m o s t  c a p ab le  an d  dev o ted  d i s t r i c t  
s u p e rv i s o r s ,  n o  doub t in  s m a l l  p a r t  b e c a u se  of h e r  a p p re c ia t io n  of 
L y le  Saxon. W hen A n d re a s s e n  re p la c e d  Saxon a s  h ead  of th e  HRS, 
M rs .  W ag n er v e ry  c a p ab ly  p e rfo rm e d  h e r  w o rk . She a p p e a re d , 
h o w e v e r , to  m is s  hav ing  Saxon a s  h e r  c h ie f  and  e v e n tu a lly  r e tu r n e d  
to  N a tc h ito c h es  to  h ead  th e  HRS w o rk  in  h e r  h o m e c ity .
In  the  m id s t  of t h e i r  w o rk  on F W P  p u b lic a tio n s , th e  
L o u is ia n a  w r i t e r s  a ls o  f a c e d  th e  d a ily  p ro b le m s  of l ife .  The s u c c e s s  
of th e  F W P , h o w e v e r, i s  n o t  judged  s o le ly  by  how w e ll th e  p ro je c t  
em p lo y e e s  d e a lt  w ith  th e i r  d a ily  w o es b u t a ls o  by  th e  q u a li ty  of th e  
p u b lic a tio n s  th ey  p ro d u ce d . W hat th ey  p ro d u ce d , and how, i s  a ls o  
a  p a r t  of th e  h i s to r y  of the  F W P  in  L o u is ia n a .
^ G .  A . C aso n  to L y le  Saxon, A u g u s t 1, 1936, ib id .
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C H A PTER V
TH E FLO W  OF C O PY
The F e d e r a l  W r i t e r s 1 P r o je c t  m eth o d  fo r  p ro d u c in g  g u id e ­
books w as  a s  c o m p le x  a s  th e  F W P 's  own b u r e a u c r a t ic  s tr u c tu r e .
A sy s te m  had to  b e  d e v is e d  fo r  w ri tin g  th e  g u id es  to  e a ch  s ta te  and 
m a jo r  c ity  a c r o s s  A m e r ic a .  The b a s ic  r e g u la tio n s  f o r  gu ide 
p ro d u ctio n  a p p e a re d  in  th e  A m e ric a n  G uide M anual and in  su p p le ­
m e n ta ry  in s t r u c t io n s .  The Guide M anual, w h ich  b e c a m e  so m eth in g  
of a B ib le  to  p ro je c t  e m p lo y e e s , e s ta b lis h e d  th e  g o a ls  of th e  P r o je c t  
and the  m e a n s  to  a c h ie v e  th e m .
P r o je c t  o f f ic ia ls  d id  have b a s ic  g o a ls . They w an ted  "to  
m ak e  the  A m e ric a n  G uide th e  c o m p le te , s ta n d a rd ,  a u th o r i ta t iv e  
w o rk  of th e  U nited S t a te s . . . .  11  ̂ T h ey  hoped to  a c h ie v e  th is  by 
h an d lin g  a ll  gu ide c o p y  " a c c o rd in g  to  a  s in g le  s y s te m . ” In  th is  
m an n e r  th e y  could  s e c u re  "a  f a i r ly  even  p ro d u c tio n  th ro u g h o u t the
*"T he A m e ric a n  G uide M anual: Set Up of F e d e ra l  W r i te r s ' 
P ro je c t"  (no a u th o r ,  no d a te ) , 17, F W P -L a . C ite d  h e re in a f te r  a s  
"T h e  A m e ric a n  G uide M an u al. " A c c o rd in g  to  a n  a r t i c l e  in  The 
P u b l is h e r 's  W eek ly , th e  Guide cou ld  " s ta n d  th e  c lo s e s t  e x a m in a tio n  
and e v a lu a tio n  f ro m  an y  p ro fe s s io n a l  o r  l i t e r a r y  s ta n d p o in t. " 
" P u b l is h e rs  P r a i s e  F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t s ,  " P u b l is h e r 's  W eek ly , 
CXXXV (M ay 20 , 1939), 1817.
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ccm ntry" and "av o id  co n g e stio n  o r  s la c k  p e r io d s .
W r i te r s  of th e  Guide M anual t r i e d  to  e n v is io n  e v e ry  
c o n tin g en cy  th a t  w ould f a c e  p ro je c t  w o rk e r s  w h ile  p re p a r in g  th e  
g u id es . T hey  b ro k e  dow n th e  w o rk  fo rc e  so  i t  w ould  r e s e m b le  
a n  a s se m b ly  lin e . In  a c tu a l  p ro je c t  o p e ra t io n s , th e  flow  of copy 
d id have a l l  th e  t r a i t s  of a  m a s s  p ro d u ced  p ro d u c t. E a c h  w o rk e r  
had  a  p a r t i c u la r  a s s ig n m e n t and  c o rre sp o n d in g  in s t ru c t io n s  to 
a s s i s t  h im  in  h i s  la b o r .
One of th e  f i r s t  s te p s  in guide p re p a ra tio n  w as  th e  c o m p ila ­
tio n  of v as t a m o u n ts  of in fo rm a tio n  fo r  p o ss ib le  in c lu s io n  in  the  guide 
o r  in  o th e r  p u b lic a tio n s . F ie ld  w o rk e r s  w e re  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  g a th e r ­
ing th is  d a ta .  The lo ca l s u p e rv is o r  a s s ig n e d  e ach  m e m b e r  of h is  
s ta ff  a sp e c if ic  r e s e a r c h  to p ic . S ince m an y  of th e  f ie ld  w o rk e r s  had 
n o  p rev io u s  t ra in in g  in  r e s e a r c h  tec h n iq u e s , d e ta ile d  in s t ru c t io n s  
w e re  p ro v id e d  fo r  th e m  by the  n a tio n a l and s ta te  g u ide  s ta f f s .  F ie ld  
w o r k e r s  in q u ir in g  abou t th e  f lo ra  and fauna of a n  a r e a ,  f o r  e x am p le , 
co u ld  a sk : " A re  w ild  f lo w e rs  n u m e ro u s ?  W hat a r e  th e  com m on 
v a r i e t i e s ?  A re  th e r e  p la c e s  to  w h ich  one m ay  d r iv e  o r  h ik e  w h e re  
so m e  s p e c ia l  v a r ie ty  b lo o m s a t  a c e r ta in  tim e ?  A r e  th e r e  d a n g e ro u s  
a n im a ls ?  " The q u e s tio n s , in s t ru c te d  th e  M anual, w e re  n o t to  be u sed
^ F ilin g  S y s tem  fo r  L a rg e  C ity  and D is t r i c t  G uide M a te r ia l"  
(no a u th o r  o r  d a te ) ,  1, F W P -L a .
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" a s  in te r ro g a t io n s  to  be  a n s w e re d  b y  r o te .  "3
In  ad d itio n  to  p o s in g  q u e s tio n s , th e  Guide M anual a ls o  
in s t r u c te d  th e  f ie ld  w o rk e r  to  c o m p ile  l i s t s ,  su c h  a s  the  fo llow ing : 
" L is t  p lan ts  and  t r e e s  co m m o n  to  y o u r  d i s t r i c t .  L i s t  u n u su a l p lan ts  
and  t r e e s .  L i s t ,  lo c a te ,  an d  d e s c r ib e  n a tu r a l  t r a i l s ,  dev e lo p ed  b y  
s a n c tu a ry  a u th o r i t i e s ,  m u se u m s o r o th e r  b o d ie s ." ^  The in fo rm a tio n  
fo r  th e s e  l i s t s  co u ld  b e  found th ro u g h  v a r io u s  m e a n s .  The f ie ld  
w o rk e r  m ig h t  g a th e r  d a ta  th ro u g h  p e rs o n a l  o b s e rv a t io n  of p h y s ic a l 
f e a tu re s ,  th ro u g h  in te rv ie w s  w ith  v o lu n te e r  c o n su lta n ts  o r  o th e r  
k n o w led g eab le  p e rs o n s ,  and  f ro m  d o c u m e n ta ry  r e s e a r c h  and  
in v e s t ig a t io n . T h ey  cou ld  co n su lt p u b lic  and  p r iv a te  r e c o r d s  and 
d o c u m e n ts , b o o k s , an d  o th e r  s o u rc e s  c o n ta in in g  u s e fu l  in fo rm a tio n . 
T h ey  w e re  e n c o u ra g e d  to  u s e  the  m o st r e c e n t  and  a c c u r a te  s o u rc e s  
a v a ila b le .  In  th e  even t the  lo ca l f ie ld  w o rk e r  lac k e d  su ch  s o u rc e s ,  
p ro je c t  w o r k e r s  in  N ew  O rle a n s  w e re  e x p e c te d  to  ob tain  the  d a ta .
If th e y  could  not lo c a te  i t ,  th e  b u rd en  th en  fe ll  on th e  C e n tra l  O ffice  
in  W ash in g to n . O c c a s io n a lly  the  d a ta  g a th e re d  b y  o ffic ia ls  in  the
^ "T h e  A m e ric a n  G uide M a n u a l ,"  24, 3 4 , 36. S u p p le m e n ta ry  
Q u e s tio n n a ire s  a ls o  w e re  p ro d u ce d  to  a s s i s t  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  such  a s  
" S u p p lem e n ta ry  In s t ru c t io n s  # 9 -D  to  T h e  A m e ric a n  G uide M an u al, 
F o lk lo re  and  F o lk w a y s , " O c to b e r 24 , 1936, ib id .
^ " U n ifo rm  F ilin g  S y s te m ," 1 -2 , "T h e  A m e ric a n  G uide 
M a n u a l,"  36.
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C e n tra l  O ffice  c o n flic te d  w ith  th a t  g a rn e r e d  b y  th e  s ta te  and  lo ca l 
r e s e a r c h e r s .  W hen th is  o c c u r r e d  so m e  d e te rm in a tio n  h ad  to  b e  
m ad e  a s  to  w h ic h  d a ta  w a s  c o r r e c t .  Som e of th e  m o re  fu n d am e n ta l 
c o n flic ts  in  th e  h i s to r y  o f th e  p r o je c t  o c c u r r e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  of d i s ­
a g re e m e n t  o v e r  th e  a c c u r a c y  of d a ta .^
The d a ta  c o lle c te d  f ro m  m ak in g  l i s t s  an d  a sk in g  q u e s tio n s  
f i r s t  a p p e a re d  in  th e  f o rm  of f ie ld  n o te s ,  w h ich  cou ld  be  a b b re v ia te d , 
and  w r i t te n  in  long  o r  s h o r t  h an d , a s  long  a s  th e  n o te s  m ad e  s e n se  
to  th e  c o m p ile r .  F r o m  th e s e  n o te s  th e  f ie ld  w o rk e r  w ro te  " f ie ld  
c o n tin u itie s "  (fc), w h ich  w e re  s im p ly  f ie ld  n o te s  w r i t te n  in  e s sa y  
fo rm . E a c h  f ie ld  w o rk e r  w as  ex p ec ted  to  w r i te  a w eek ly  fie ld  
c o n tin u ity  of 1, 500 to  2, 000 w o rd s . ^ Som e w o rk e r s  a p p a re n t ly  h ad  
d iff ic u lty  doing th is ,  f o r  th e y  w e re  cau tio n ed  ab o u t "p ad d in g "  t h e i r  
w o rk  in  o r d e r  to  m e e t  t h e i r  w o rk  qu o ta . A s s i s ta n t  s ta te  d i r e c to r ,  
E d w ard  D re y e r ,  f o r  e x a m p le , to ld  h is  p r o je c t  s u p e rv is o rs :  
"F re q u e n tly , m a te r i a l  fo rw a rd e d  to  th is  o ffice  h as  b e e n  m u ch  too 
f lo w e r y . . .W ill  you p le a s e  see  th a t  y o u r w o r k e r s  g ive sp ec if ic  
in fo rm a tio n  w h e n e v e r  p o s s ib le ,  th a t  [they] av o id  g e n e ra l iz a tio n s
^R o lan d  W. T a b e r ,  "T h e  F e d e r a l  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  in  the  
P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t:  A C a s e  Study" (P h .D . d i s s e r ta t io n ,  W ash ing ton  
S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty , 1969), 3 1 -3 6 .
6 "T h e  A m e ric a n  G uide M a n u a l ,"  1 2 -18 .
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th a t  h av e  no  a c tu a l  b e a r in g  on th e  su b je c t ,  an d  w il l  you p le a s e  do 
e v e ry th in g  in  y o u r  p o w er to  k eep  tw o a d je c t iv e s  f ro m  gro w in g  w h ere  
o n ly  one  h a s  g row n b e fo re .  F ie ld  w o rk e r s  w e re  a ls o  in s t ru c te d  
to  av o id  lo c a l  b ia s e s ,  lo c a l  p r id e ,  and  w r itin g  so  a s  to  p u b lic ize  
lo c a l  c o m m e rc ia l  i n te r e s t s .  T h ey  had  to  be  c a re f u l  in  u s in g  su ch  
s ta te m e n ts  a s  th e  " b e s t,  " th e  " m o s t  im p o r ta n t ,  " a n d  th e  " g r e a te s t .  "8 
F ie ld  e d ito r s  a n d  v o lu n te e r  c o n su lta n ts  ex am in ed  th e  f ie ld  
c o n tin u i tie s .  T h e ir  c o r r e c t io n s  c o n s ti tu te d  th e  " f ie ld  e d ito r ia l  copy" 
(fee), w h ich  th e y  fo rw a rd e d  to  th e  s ta te  e d i to r ia l  s ta ff  in  New O r le a n s . 
T h e re  th e  co p y  w as f u r th e r  e d ited  a n d  co n d e n se d  so  a s  to  m ak e  i t  
co m p ly  w ith  th e  w o rd  quota fo r  e a c h  se c t io n  of the  guide a s  d e te rm in e d
^ E d w ard  D re y e r  to  P r o je c t  S u p e r v is o r s ,  A p r i l  7, 1936, 
L a C o l-L S L B R . In te rv ie w  w ith  c o n fid e n tia l  s o u rc e ,  J a n u a ry  22 , 1974. 
The ab o v e  s o u rc e  sa id  th a t  J a m e s  B . L a F o u rc h e  (se e  C h ap te r  III) 
" ta lk e d  a n d  ta lk e d  b u t w ro te  l i t t l e . " W hen Saxon o r  D re y e r  a sk ed  h im  
ab o u t h is  a s s ig n m e n t ,  L a F o u rc h e  w ould  s a y  th a t  he w a s  w o rk in g  on i t  
an d  i t  w a s  j u s t  a b o r t  re a d y . He would e v e n tu a lly  tu rn  in  a few  pag es  
su p p o se d ly  r e p r e s e n tin g  a w e e k 's  am o u n t of w o rk , b u t w h ich  he  co u ld  
h a v e  done in  f if te e n  m in u te s . T he ab o v e  s o u rc e  sa id  th a t  so m e  p ro je c t  
w o r k e r s  w e r e  "p e n  an d  ty p e w r i te r  l e a n e r s . " He m ad e  no  ap o lo g y  fo r  
t h is  s in c e  h i s  pay  "w as  n o t c o m m e n s u ra te  w ith  h is  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s .  " 
D i l la rd  P r o je c t  w r i te r ,  O ctave L i lly ,  sa id  th a t  w o r k e r s  co u ld  e a s i ly  
w r i te  2 ,0 0 0  w o rd s  a  w eek . T hey  had  t im e  to  g a th e r  m a te r ia ls  fo r  
t h e i r  p e rs o n a l  u se  fo r  f u tu re  b o o k s o r  a r t i c l e s .  He a n d  D ire c to r  of 
th e  D i l la rd  p r o je c t ,  M a rc u s  B . C h r i s t ia n ,  w ro te  an d  re a d  p o e try  to  
e a c h  o th e r .  In te rv ie w  w ith  O ctave  L illy ,  J a n u a r y  29, 1974.
8 "T h e  A m e ric a n  G uide M a n u a l ,"  12.
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b y  th e  g u id e 's  c e n tr a l  o ffic e . ^ The p ro d u c t  of th is  ed itin g  w as the  
" s ta te  e d ito r ia l  copy" ( se c ) ,  w h ic h  w en t to  th e  c e n tr a l  gu ide office  
in  W ash ing ton  fo r  a  f in a l  ed itin g  a s  th e  " c e n tr a l  e d ito r ia l  copy" (cec). 
By th is  t im e  th e  o r ig in a l  f ie ld  copy w as  re d u c e d  to  a p p ro x im a te ly  
o n e -e ig h th  to  o n e - te n th  of i t s  o r ig in a l  s iz e .  C o n d en sa tio n  to o k  p lace  
p e rio d ic a l ly  d u r in g  th e  flow  of copy. S ince th e  copy  of s e v e r a l  
p r o je c ts  flow ed s im u lta n e o u s ly  in to  and  th ro u g h  th e  o ffice  of th e  
s ta te  e d ito r s ,  th e  q u estio n  of s c a le  and  p ro p o rt io n  w a s  a  c o n s ta n t 
p ro b le m . ^
The s ta te  office  w a s  sw am ped  w ith  e d ito r ia l  copy, but the  
n a tio n a l  o ffice  w as  unu n d ated  w ith  i t  f ro m  e v e ry  s ta te .  K eeping  t r a c k  
of th e  copy  in  W ash ing ton  w as  a fo rm id a b le  ta s k .  * * O c c a s io n a lly  
e s s a y s ,  m a p s , and p h o to g ra p h s  w e re  lo s t  by  th e  W ash ing ton  o ffice  
and  had  to  b e  re p ro d u c e d  b y  th e  s ta te  o f f ic e s . ^  U n d e rs ta n d a b ly ,
9"T h e  A m e ric a n  G uide M a n u a l,"  12 -18 . A s  an  ex am p le  th e  
M anual p ro v id e d  a  "S uggested  W ord Q uota fo r  D i s t r i c t  of C olum bia 
G u id e ."  Q u o tas  w e re :  "G e n e ra l D e s c r ip t io n , 2 ,7 0 0  w o rd s ; H is to ry , 
33 , 750 w o rd s ; G o v ern m en t, 15 ,750  w o rd s ; T ra n s p o r ta t io n ,  4 ,5 0 0  
w o rd s ;  A cco m m o d a tio n , 4 , 500 w o rd s ; P o in ts  of I n te r e s t ,  102 ,150 
w o rd s ;  E n v iro n s , 9, 900 w o rd s ; B ib lio g ra p h y , 2 ,2 5 0  w o rd s ; and In d ex , 
4 ,5 0 0  w o r d s ."  14.
1 ° lb id .
^ M c D o n a ld , F e d e ra l  R e lie f  A d m in is tra t io n  and  th e  A r t s ,  669.
^ M a b e l  S. U lr ic h , "S a lvag ing  C u ltu re  fo r  th e  W P A ,"
H a r p e r 's  M a g az in e , CLXXVIII (M ay, 1939), 656.
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th e n , A ls b e rg  sought to m a in ta in  a  s te a d y  flow  of copy f ro m  the  s ta te  
e d ito r s .  If h e  fa iled  to  get i t  h e  w ould w r ite  a l e t t e r  su ch  a s  th e  
fo llow ing  one to  Saxon: " I a m  d is tu rb e d  o v e r  th e  f a i lu re  of the  
L o u is ia n a  P r o je c t  to m a in ta in  a  s te a d y  flow  of copy to  th is  office; 
we do n o t w an t a t p r e s e n t  to  r e c e iv e  th e  c o m p le te  d um m y on e i th e r  
the  New O r le a n s  G uide o r  the  S ta te  G uide. W e do w ant co m p le te  
t o u rs ,  c o m p le te  c ity  d e s c r ip tio n s  an d  c o m p le te  e s s a y s  f ro m  bo th  
books se n t  in  f o r  c r i t ic i s m .  "* 3
In W ash ing ton  th e  co p y  w as  a s s ig n e d  to  e d ito rs  and 
c o n su lta n ts  who w e re  supp o sed  to  b e  a u th o r i t ie s  on th e  p a r t ic u la r  
to p ic  d isc u s s e d  in  the  copy . T he co m p e te n ce  of th e se  e d ito rs  w as 
a  m a t te r  of d isp u te . *4 Som e p r o je c t  o ffic ia ls  b e lie v e d  th e  e d ito rs  
to  b e  in co m p e te n t, ^  w h e re a s  o th e r s  tho u g h t th ey  w e re  v e ry
13H e n ry  A ls b e rg  to  L y le  Saxon, N o v em b er 18, 1939, L a C o l-  
LSL B B . T he G uide M anual s ta te d :  "W hile  no u n ifo rm  r a te  of da ta  
p ro d u ctio n  can  be  in s is te d  upon b e c a u s e  of lo c a l  con d itio n s, the 
Guide C e n tra l  O ffice i s  d e s iro u s  of s e c u r in g  a f a i r ly  even  p ro d u ctio n  
th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try  in  o r d e r  to  av o id  c o n g estio n  o r s ta le  p e r io d s . " 
17.
14T a b e r , "The F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s ' P ro je c t  in  the  P a c if ic  
N o r th w e s t,"  33.
^ U l r i c h ,  "S alvag ing  C u ltu re  fo r  the  W PA , " 656. U lr ic h  
w ro te : "Of th e  f e d e r a l  e d ito r ia l  s ta ff  so m e  had  tau g h t E n g lish , a few  
had w o rk ed  fo r  n e w sp a p e rs ,  o th e r s  had  w r i tte n  an  o c c as io n a l no v e l 
o r  s h o r t  s to ry . B ut v e ry  few  h ad  e v e r  b e fo re  b een  e d ito rs .  . .A l l  had  
a  v i ta l  i n te r e s t  in  p r o le ta r ia t  w a r f a r e ,  a d eep  s u sp ic io n  of c h a m b e rs  
of c o m m e rc e ,  d i s t ru s te d  a l l  s ta te m e n ts  n o t found in  th e i r  often  o u t­
m oded s o u rc e  bo o k s, and w e re  undo u b ted ly  o v e rw o rk ed . " 6 5 6 .
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c a p ab le . ^  Saxon and D re y e r  s e e m  to  h av e  go tten  a long  r e a s o n a b ly  
w e ll  w ith  th em , an d  g e n e ra l ly  m ad e  w ith o u t c o m p la in t th e  c h a n g es  
su g g e ste d  b y  th e  n a tio n a l  s ta ff .  17 A f te r  th e  n a tio n a l  and  s ta te  s ta ffs  
a g re e d  upon c o r r e c tio n s ,  th e  m a te r i a ls  f in a l ly  w en t to  th e  p u b l is h e r .  
O nce th e  n e c e s s a r y  c h a n g e s  w e re  m ad e  in  th e  d u m m y , th e  m a te r i a ls ,  
a f t e r  y e a r s  of p r e p a ra t io n ,  w e re  r e a d y  fo r  p u b lic a tio n .
In a d d itio n  to  th e  f ie ld  w o r k e r s ,  f ie ld  r e s e a r c h  a s s i s ta n t s ,  
s ta te  f ie ld  a s s i s ta n t s ,  s ta te  r e s e a r c h  e d ito r s ,  s ta te  e d ito r ia l  
a s s i s ta n t s ,  the  s ta te  d i r e c to r  and  h is  a s s i s ta n t s ,  o ff ic ia ls  of th e  
gu ide  c e n tr a l  o ffice , and  p e rs o n n e l  of the  p u b lish in g  co m p an y , ^
^ B e r n a r d  D eV oto , "T h e  W r i t e r s '  P r o j e c t ,"  H a r p e r 's  
M ag az in e . CLXXXIV (Ja n u a ry , 1941), 223. D eV oto w ro te : "T he 
G uides cou ld  n o t h av e  b e e n  p ro d u ced  w ith o u t th e  in fin ite  l a b o r s  of 
th e  f ie ld  w o rk e r s  of c o u r s e ,  bu t i t  i s  e q u a lly  t r u e  th a t  th e  w o rk  of 
th e  W ashington  s ta ff  h a s  b een  in d is p e n s a b le .  T h a t s ta ff  i s  co m p o sed  
of e x p e r ts  t r a in e d  to  t h is  p a r t i c u la r  jo b , and  th ey  a r e  p r im a r i ly  
re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  e x c e lle n c e  of the  G u id es . " 223.
17L y le  Saxon to  H e n ry  A ls b e rg ,  N o v em b er 25 , 1936, F W P - 
L a . U nlike so m e S ta te  D i r e c to r s  w ho se em e d  to  p r o te s t  e v e ry  ch an g e, 
Saxon m ade th e m  w ith o u t co m p la in t a s  h is  l e t t e r s  to  A ls b e rg  in d ic a te s :  
"W hen I r e tu r n e d  f ro m  W ash in g to n  w ith  th e  m a n u s c r ip t s ,  to  th e  New 
O r le a n s  G uide I found o r d e r s  f ro m  y o u r  o ffice  m ak in g  s e v e r a l  ra d ic a l  
c h a n g es  n e c e s s a r y .  T h e se  changes a r e  now  co m p le te d . "
18 'tp iow  of C opy f o r  the  A m e ric a n  G uide, " L a C o l-L S L B R .
o r a g e n e ra l  d is c u s s io n  of how th e  guidebook w a s  w r i t te n ,  
s e e  State  T im e s , M ay 15, 1939, S ec . 1, p . A 13.
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tw o o th e r  g ro u p s  a ls o  e x a m in e d  th e  copy . T h e se  w e re  th e  v o lu n te e r  
c o n s u lta n ts  an d  th e  s p o n s o r  a n d  c o -s p o n s o r s  of th e  p r o je c ts .
V o lu n tee r  c o n s u lta n ts  w e re  a u th o r i t ie s  on th e  r e s p e c tiv e  
to p ic s  c o v e re d  in  th e  g u id e . A s  su ch , th ey  w e re  c a l le d  upon  by- 
Saxon an d  D re y e r  to  c r i t ic i z e  p a r t i c u l a r  e s s a y s ,  a lth o u g h  a  few  
ex am in ed  the  e n t i r e  g u id e. The s ta te  d i r e c to r  an d  th e  a s s i s ta n t  
s ta te  d i r e c to r  s e n t  a  f o rm  l e t t e r  to  th e  v o lu n te e r  c o n s u lta n ts  a s k in g  
th e m  to  m ak e  s u g g e s t io n s  a b o u t th e  L o u is ia n a  G uide. One such  
re p r e s e n ta t iv e  l e t t e r  w ent to  M oise  H. G o ld s te in , a New O rle a n s  
a r c h i te c t  and m e m b e r  o f th e  s ta te  a d v is o ry  c o m m itte e . Saxon and  
D re y e r  in fo rm e d  G o ld s te in  th a t  h e  w ould  r e c e iv e  a copy  of th e  guide 
e s s a y  on a r c h i te c tu r e .  T h ey  to ld  G o ld s te in  th a t  th ey  would 
" a p p re c ia te  v e ry  m u ch  any  a d d itio n s  o r  c o r r e c t io n s  [he w ould] c a re  
to  m ak e . 11 T h ey  e s p e c ia l ly  w an ted  h im  to su g g e st th e  n a m e s 'o f  
liv in g  a r c h i te c t s  w h o se  n a m e s  shou ld  b e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  gu ide.
The r e s p o n s e  to  su c h  r e q u e s t s  v a r ie d  w ith  ea ch  re sp o n d e n t.
^®In th e  p re fa c e  of th e  L o u is ia n a  G uide a p p ro x im a te ly  f if ty  
in d iv id u a ls  w e re  c ite d  a s  h av in g  re a d  p o r tio n s  of th e  G uide. W o rk e rs  
of th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o g ra m  of th e  W o rk  P r o je c t s  A d m in is tr a t io n  in  th e  
S ta te  of L o u is ia n a , L o u is ia n a :  A G uide to  th e  S ta te  (New Y ork , 1941), 
v i i- ix .
^ L y l e  Saxon  a n d  E d w ard  D r e y e r  to  M o ise  H. G o ld s te in , 
F e b r u a r y  27, 1939, L a C o l-L S L B R .
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S om e v o lu n te e r  co n su lta n ts  o f fe re d  c o n s tru c tiv e  s u g g e s tio n s , so m e  
m e r e ly  co m p lim e n te d  th e  w o rk  a n d  o ffe re d  n o  c o r r e c t io n s ,  an d  o th e r s  
u s e d  th e  r e q u e s t  to  p ro m o te  th e m s e lv e s  o r  th e  in s t itu t io n  w ith  w h ich  
th e y  w e re  a s s o c ia te d .
D r . L eon  R y d er M ax w ell, D ir e c to r  of th e  School of M u sic , 
N ew com b C o lleg e , New O r le a n s , gave c a re fu l  c o n s id e ra t io n  to  the  
m u s ic  e s sa y  D re y e r  su b m itte d  to  h im . M axw ell w a s  g r e a t ly  d is tu rb e d  
o v e r  th e  m en tio n in g  of a  M rs . B u m s te a d  in  th e  e s s a y .  " I t  i s  d iff ic u lt  
to  u n d e rs ta n d  w h e re  y o u r i n v e s t ig a to rs  got th e  in fo rm a tio n  abou t 
t e a c h e r s  l is te d  on p ag es  1 1 -1 2 ,"  he w ro te . " F o r  in s ta n c e ,  M rs . 
B u m s te a d  i s  m en tio n ed . She i s  a  w e l l- to -d o  a m a te u r ,  n o t a t  a l l  a 
t e a c h e r .  " T h is  in fo rm a tio n  w as  e v id e n tly  a p p re c ia te d ,  fo r  h e r  n a m e  
did n o t a p p e a r  in  the  s ta te  G u ide. M axw ell, on the  o th e r  hand , f e l t  
th a t  "am o n g  New O r le a n s  c o m p o s e r s  an d  v ir tu o s o s ,  th e  n a m e  of 
S am  F ra n k o  should  c e r ta in ly  b e  m e n tio n e d ."  D re y e r  p laced  a  q u e s tio n  
m a r k  b e s id e  th is  s u g g e stio n , b u t F r a n k o 's  n a m e  a ls o  fa i le d  to  a p p e a r  
in  th e  gu ide. M axw ell a ls o  e x p re s s e d  s u rp r i s e  th a t  he  found  " n o w h e re  
th e  m en tio n  of L en a  L i t t le ,  a  New O r le a n s  s in g e r  who b e c am e  v e ry  
fa m o u s  in  E n g lan d  and e a s te rn  A m e r ic a  in  o ra to r io  a n d  song r e c i t a l s . "
22L i t t l e 's  n a m e  w as no t l i s te d  in  th e  g u ide.
^ L e o n  R y d e r  M axw ell to  E d w ard  D r e y e r ,  M a rc h  30 , 1939,
ib id .
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D r. H . W . S tro p h e r , D ir e c to r  of th e  School of M usic  a t  
L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  a t  B a ton  R o u g e , and  a  m e m b e r  of th e  
s ta te  a d v is o ry  c o m m ittee , sough t in  h is  c r i t i c i s m s  of th e  m u s ic  
e s s a y  to  p u b lic ize  h is  m u s ic  d e p a r tm e n t.  S tro p h e r  m ad e  s e v e ra l  
c r i t i c i s m s  of th e  e s sa y . He f i r s t  n o ted  th a t  th e r e  w as "too  m uch  
c re d i t  g iven to  c o lo re d  people  and  th e i r  ty p e  of m u sic  and  to o  l i t t l e  
to  m u s ic a l  c u ltu re  am ong  w h ite  p eo p le . " He fe l t  th a t  the  m u sic  
"am o n g  th e  c o lo re d  w as s o c ia l ly  m o re  s ig n if ic a n t, in  v iew  of th e  g re a t  
n u m b e r s ,  p e rh a p s , b u t m u s ic a lly ,  i t  i s  to  be q u es tio n ed . " D re y e r  
a p p a re n t ly  d is a g re e d ,  f o r  he  p laced  an  "x " b y  th is  r e m a rk .  ^
D r . S tro p h e r  a ls o  b e lie v e d  th e  e s s a y  out of p r o p o r t io n - - i t  
gave se v en  p a g e s  to  in fo rm a l m u sic  and on ly  s ix  p ag es  to  fo rm a l  
m u s ic .  D re y e r  a ls o  o b jec ted  to  th is  co m m e n t. The p ro fe s s o r  
tho u g h t th a t  som e r e f e r e n c e  sh o u ld  h av e  b e e n  m ade  to  th e  C a th o lic  
C h u rc h  in  St. M a rt in v il le  hav ing  th e  o ld e s t  o rg an  in  L o u is ia n a . He 
a ls o  w an ted  noted  the  fa c t th a t  New O r le a n s  w as th e  f i r s t  A m e ric a n  
c ity  to  have an o p e ra  h o u se . He a g re e d  w ith  the  l is tin g  D re y e r  had  
m ad e  of th e  co m p o s itio n s  of L . M . G o ttsch a lk , b u t w an ted  h im  to  
in c lu d e  o th e r s  such  a s  L a  Jo ta  A ra g m e s a ,  O pus 14, L e  B an jo ,
O pus 15, Souven ir d’A n d a lu s ia , O pus 22, L a G itav e lla , O pus 35 , and
^ H .  W. S tro p h e r to L y le  Saxon and E dw ard  D re y e r ,
M a rc h  30, 1939, ib id .
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O jos C r io l lo s ,  O pus 37. T h is  l a s t  n u m b e r ,  S tro p h e r  n o ted , w a s  
"p la y e d  s u c c e s s fu lly  in  L ondon a n d  O ste n d , B e lg iu m ; L u c e rn e , 
M o n treau x , G eneva, L a u sa n n e  a n d  In te r la k e n  in  S w itzerlan d  a n d  P a r i s  
b y  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  O r c h e s t r a ."  The only  su g g e ste d  
n u m b e r  D re y e r  in clu d ed  in  th e  g u id e , h o w e v e r , w as L e  B an jo . 24
S tro p h e r  to ld  Saxon and D re y e r  th a t  in th e  guide L o u is ia n a  
S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty 's  M usic  L ib ra r y  should  b e  c h a ra c te r iz e d  a s  fo llo w s:
It  h a s  th e  b e s t  c o lle c tio n  of 'A m e ric a n a ' of 
an y  schoo l in  A m e ric a ,  th e  l a r g e s t  c o lle c tio n  of 
c o n c e r to s  w ith  c o m p le te  s c o re  a n d  p a r t s  of any  
e d u c a tio n a l in s t itu t io n  a n y w h e re , th e  f in e s t  lo t  of 
o p e ra  s c o re s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  of a n y  l ib r a r y  excep t 
th e  l ib r a r y  of C o n g re s s , [sic] and  i t  i s  sa id  to  b e  
seco n d  b e s t  in  p o in t of q u a lity  of a l l  sc h o o ls  in  
A m e r ic a .  M a n u sc r ip ts  and  f i r s t  e d itio n s  have  
g ra v ita te d  to  i t .  You would have  to  se e  i t  to be 
co n v in ced .
Saxon and D re y e r  a p p a re n tly  did n o t se e  i t ,  fo r  in  th e  guide 
th e y  d e s c r ib e d  th e  L ib ra ry  a s  in c lu d in g  "a n  e x c e lle n t c o lle c tio n  of 
A m e ric a n a , a l a r g e  c o lle c tio n  of c o n c e r to s  w ith  c o m p le te  s c o re  and 
p a r t s ,  and  a f in e  co lle c tio n  of o p e ra  s c o re s .  "26
24I b id . ; W o rk e rs  o f the  W r i t e r s ' P ro g ra m  of th e  W ork  
P r o je c t s  A d m in is tra t io n  of th e  S ta te  of L o u is ia n a , L o u is ia n a : A G uide 
to  th e  S ta te  (New Y ork , 1941), 198.
^ H .  W. S tro p h e r  to  L y le  Saxon and  E d w ard  D re y e r ,
M a rc h  30 , 1939, L aC o l-L S L B R .
2 5 w o rk e r s  of th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o g ra m  of th e  W o rk  P r o je c t s  
A d m in is tra t io n  of th e  State  of L o u is ia n a , L o u is ia n a : A G uide to  th e  
S ta te  (New Y o rk , 1941), 198.
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R o b e r t  J .  U sh e r ,  L ib ra r ia n ,  H o w ard  M e m o r ia l  L ib ra r y  of 
New O r le a n s ,  m ad e  c o n s tru c tiv e  o b s e rv a t io n s  a b o u t th e  s ta te  g u id e.
He f e l t  th a t  r e f e r e n c e  sh o u ld  h av e  b e e n  m ad e  in  th e  "B ib lio g rap h y "  
to  a  w o rk  by  J .  F a i r  H a rd in , N o r th w e s te rn  L o u is ia n a , A H is to ry  of 
th e  W a te r sh e d  of th e  R ed R iv e r ,  1714-1937 . D re y e r  w ro te  "OK" by  
th is  s u g g e s t io n  and  th e  t i t le  a p p e a re d  in  th e  gu id e. ^
S o m e v o lu n te e r  c o n su lta n ts  u se d  Saxon and  D r e y e r 's  
r e q u e s t s  fo r  s u g g e stio n s  a s  a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to  p ro m o te  th e m s e lv e s .
D r . E r n e s t  E u g en e  E m ile  S chuy ten , D ean of th e  C o lleg e  of M u sic , 
L oyo la  U n iv e rs i ty  in  New O r le a n s ,  w ro te  Saxon th a t  he  had " re a d  th e  
m u s ic  s u rv e y  w ith  v e ry  m uch  in te r e s t "  and  had found " i t  v e ry  good 
in d e e d . " He th en  n o ted : " I  a m  en c lo s in g  a l i t t l e  o u tlin e  abou t m y se lf  
w h ich  w ill  g ive  you a l i t t le  m o re  in fo rm a tio n  th an  i s  m en tio n ed  in the  
s u rv e y .  He p ro v id e d  a tw e n ty - th re e  lin e  b io g ra p h ic a l  s k e tc h  of 
h im s e lf .  T h e  page of in fo rm a tio n  th e  d ean  o ffe re d  fo r  u s e  in th e  
s ta te  g u id e , h o w e v e r ,  w as  r e d u c e d  to  th e  fo llow ing : " E r n e s t  Schuy ten ,
v io lin is t  an d  c o m p o s e r ,  is  d ean  of th e  c o lle g e  of M u sic  of Loyola
^ R o b e r t  J . U sh e r to  E d w ard  D re y e r ,  D e c e m b e r  22, 1939, 
in  L S L B R . W o rk e rs  of th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o g r a m  of th e  W ork  P r o je c t s  
A d m in is tr a t io n  in th e  S tate of L o u is ia n a , L o u is ia n a : A G uide to  th e  
S ta te  (New Y o rk , 1941), 716.
^ E r n e s t  E . E . S chuy ten  to  L y le  Saxon, A p r i l  19, 1939,
La C o l-L S L B R .
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U n iv e rs i ty .
Som e re s p o n d e n ts  m e r e ly  c o m p lim e n te d  th e  e s s a y s  th e y  
r e a d  and  o ffe re d  n o  c o n s tru c tiv e  su g g e s t io n s . C h a r le s  A . O 'N e il, 
C h ief J u s t ic e  of th e  S u p re m e  C o u rt of L o u is ia n a , w ro te  th e  fo llow ing  
le t t e r  to  D re y e r :
I th a n k  you  v e ry  m u ch  fo r  th e  h o n o r  you 
c o n fe r r e d  upon m e b y  su b m ittin g  th e  e s s a y  on 
G o v e rn m e n t, w h ic h  you in ten d  to  in c lu d e  in  th e  
L o u is ia n a  G u id e , and  w hich  m y  good f r ie n d  
L y s le  [sic] Saxon sp o k e  to  m e  ab o u t.
I h a v e  r e a d  th e  e s s a y  w ith  g r e a t  i n te r e s t  and  
gen u in e  p le a s u r e ,  and  a s  f a r  a s  m y  ju d g m e n t g o e s , 
i t  i s  f a u l t le s s .  T he e x p la n a tio n  of th e  ju d ic ia l  
s y s te m  p re v a ilin g  in  L o u is ia n a  w as  p a r t i c u la r ly  
in te r e s t in g  to  m e , of c o u rs e ,  and  I  a m  im p r e s s e d  
w ith  i t s  a c c u ra c y .  In f a c t ,  th e  w hole  e s s a y  i s  a n  
e x c e lle n t  h i s to r y  of L o u is ia n a 's  s y s te m  of g o v e rn ­
m e n t. I t  i s  a s to n is h in g  how c o m p le te  and  y e t how  
c o n c is e  th e  a u th o r  h a s  m ad e  th is  h is to ry .
W ith  k in d e s t  r e g a r d s  and b e s t  w ish e s  to  you 
and  m y good f r ie n d  L y s le  [ s ic ]  Saxon, I beg  th e  
ho n o r to  r e m a in . . . .  ^0
The A d v is o ry  C o m m itte e s  d id n o t p e r f o r m  th e  s e r v i c e s  
e x p ec ted  of th e m . T h e ir  c o n tr ib u tio n s  w e re  n o ted  in  th e  " F in a l
2 9 w o r k e r s  of th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o g ra m  of th e  W o rk  P r o je c t s  
A d m in is tra t io n  in  th e  S ta te  of L o u is ia n a , L o u is ia n a :  A G uide to  th e  
S ta te , 198.
^ C h a r l e s  A . O 'N e il to  E d w ard  D re y e r ,  N o v e m b e r  20, 1939, 
La C o l-L S L B R .
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R e p o r t  of th e  L o u is ia n a  W PA " a s  fo llo w s: " T h e se  c o m m i t t e e s . . .  
w e re  n o t a s  a c tiv e  a s  a n tic ip a te d , b e c a u s e  of th e  la c k  of in ce n tiv e  
and  la c k  of o r ie n ta t io n  of th e  v e ry  b a s ic  q u e s tio n  of w hat w as 
ex p ec ted  of th e m  and why th ey  w e re  c a lle d  in to  e x is te n c e ."  Not 
e v e ry  f e d e r a l ly  s p o n so re d  p ro je c t  h ad  a n  a d v is o ry  c o m m ittee . T he 
S u rv ey  of th e  F e d e ra l  A rc h iv e s  P r o je c t s  in  L o u is ia n a  n e v e r  o rg an iz e d  
one but m an a g e d  to  p e r fo rm  i t s  d u tie s .
In  a d d itio n  to  th e  s e rv ic e s  r e n d e re d  by  v o lu n te e r  c o n su lta n ts  
w e re  th o se  m ad e  b y  s p o n s o rs  and  c o - s p o n s o r s  of th e  p ro je c ts .  The 
s y s te m  of s p o n s o rs h ip , l ik e  m an y  p h a s e s  of the  F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s 1 
P r o g ra m ,  ev o lv ed . A ls b e rg  o r ig in a lly  in ten d ed  fo r  th e  G o v ern m en t 
P r in t in g  O ffice  in  W ash ing ton  to  p u b lish  th e  g u id es  a t g o v e rn m en t 
ex p e n se . S e v e ra l  d e v e lo p m e n ts , h o w e v e r , c a u se d  h im  to  a l t e r  h is  
p la n s . E s s e n t ia l ly ,  th e s e  w e re  p u b lic a tio n  in  1937 of two g u id es , 
Idaho: A G uide in  W ord and P ic tu r e , an d  W ash ing ton : C ity  and 
C a p ita l .  ^
Y a rd is  F i s h e r ,  D ir e c to r  of th e  Idaho  W r i t e r s 1 P ro je c t ,
3 1" F in a l  R e p o r t  of th e  L o u is ia n a  W ork  P r o je c t  A d m in is tr a ­
t io n , " ( F e b ru a ry ,  1943), 9 , F W P - L a . ; W ork  P r o je c t s  A d m in is tra t io n  
of L o u is ia n a  S e rv ic e  D iv isio n , " R e c o rd  of P r o g ra m  O p era tio n  and 
A c c o m p lish m e n t,  S u rv e y  of F e d e ra l  A rc h iv e s  P r o je c t ,  " (Ja n u a ry  31, 
1943), 1.
32 M cK in zie , " W r i te r s  on R e lie f ,  " 85.
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had h is  g u ide  re a d y  f o r  p u b lic a tio n  b e fo re  an y  o th e r  s ta te  d i r e c to r .
He r e a l iz e d  th a t  th e  f i r s t  p u b lish e d  guide would r e c e iv e  c o n s id e ra b le  
n a tio n a l  p u b lic i ty  and th u s  d e te rm in e d  f ro m  th e  s ta r t  to  h av e  h is  
guide re c e iv e  th is  re c o g n itio n . T o  F i s h e r 's  d ism a y , h o w ev er, 
A ls b e rg  in s is te d  th a t  i t  w as  e m b a r ra s s in g  to  have  Idaho , a  sm a ll 
and r e la t iv e ly  u n im p o rta n t s ta te ,  i s s u e  th e  f i r s t  gu id e. A ls b e rg  
w an ted  th e  W ash ing ton , D. C. guide to  be  th e  f i r s t  one pu b lish ed , 
fo llow ed  b y  g u id es  to th e  l a r g e r  s ta te s .  33 F i s h e r  v e h e m e n tly  
p ro te s te d  A ls b e rg 1 s d e c is io n  and m ade p lan s  to  p u b lish  h is  guide 
w ith  o r  w ith o u t th e  b le s s in g s  of th e  n a tio n a l d i r e c to r .  H ea ted  
a rg u m e n t b e tw een  Idaho an d  W ash ing ton  e n su ed , and  th e  n a tio n a l 
s ta f f  b eg an  a s e r i e s  of de lay in g  ta c t ic s  to th w a rt  p u b lica tio n  of the  
Idaho  gu ide. F i s h e r ,  h o w ev er, w as ju s t  a s  a d a m a n t to  a c h ie v e  h is  
goal a s  th e  n a tio n a l  s ta ff  w a s  to  d en y  i t . 34
A c c o rd in g  to  f e d e r a l  law , a ll  m a te r ia ls  p ro d u ced  b y  an  
ag e n cy  of th e  f e d e ra l  g o v e rn m e n t had to  be  p u b lish e d  a t  public 
e x p e n se  by  th e  G o v ern m en t P r in t in g  O ffice  (GPO) in  W ash ing ton . 
F i s h e r  w a s  a w a re  th a t  h e  could  n e v e r  h av e  h is  guide pub lish ed  f i r s t
33R onald  W. T a b e r ,  " V a rd is  F i s h e r  and  th e  'Idaho  G uide:' 
P r e s e r v in g  C u ltu re  f o r  th e  New D e a l , " P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t Q u a r te r ly ,
59 (A p ril, 1968), 6 8 -7 6 .
34Ib id .
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i f  th e  G o v ern m en t P r in t in g  O ffice i s s u e d  i t .  He c irc u m v e n te d  th e  
f e d e r a l  r e g u la tio n  p e r ta in in g  to  p u b lic a tio n  b y  a n  in g en io u s  m a n e u v e r  
and  in  doing so m ade  h is  h e r e s y  b e c o m e  th e  o rth o d o x y  of th e  F W P .
He p e rs u a d e d  th e  Idaho S e c re ta ry  of S ta te  to s e rv e  a s  sp o n so r of the  
Idaho  Guide an d  to  s ig n  a  c o n tr a c t  w ith  a  p r iv a te  p u b lis h e r  fo r  i ts  
p u b lic a tio n . A s  s p o n s o r  th e  S e c re ta ry  of S ta te  a ls o  s ig n ed  a n  a g r e e ­
m e n t to  t r a n s f e r  to  th e  U nited S ta te s  T r e a s u r y  any  ro y a l t ie s  th e  
p u b lis h e r  p a id  fo r  the  G uide . W ithout v io la tin g  th e  law  F is h e r  w as 
th u s  a b le  to  p re v e n t  th e  G o v ern m en t P r in t in g  O ffice f ro m  is s u in g  h is  
g u ide w h ile  a t  the  sam e  t im e  to  se e  h is  guide b eco m e the f i r s t  one 
p ro d u ced  by th e  W r i t e r s ' P ro je c t.^ ®
A few  m o n th s  a f te r  p u b lica tio n  of th e  Idaho  G uide in  1937, 
th e  G o v ern m en t P r in t in g  O ffice  is s u e d  W ash ing ton : C ity  and C a p i ta l . 
T he m e r e  s iz e  of th e  guide im m e d ia te ly  c a u se d  i t  to  com e u n d e r  
d e r is io n ,  f o r  no  to u r i s t  could c o m fo r ta b ly  c a r r y  th e  o v e r 1100 page , 
f iv e  an d  o n e -h a lf  pound gu ide. In  a  n o te  to  H a r r y  H opkins a b o u t th e  
g u ide, P r e s id e n t  R o o se v e lt re m a rk e d :  "A s a  g u idebook  o r  a s  an
^ I b i d .  D e sp ite  A ls b e rg 's  e a r l i e r  p r o te s ta t io n s  to  F i s h e r  
ab o u t th e  q u a lity  of th e  Idaho  G uide, A ls b e rg  w ro te  F i s h e r  a f te r  th e  
gu ide w as p u b lish ed : "I w ant to  th an k  y ou  and y o u r  s ta ff fo r  th e
e x c e lle n t job y o u  h av e  m ad e  of th e  Idaho  S ta te  G uide. It i s  a sw e ll 
b o o k . . .  You a r e  to  be co n g ra tu la te d  n o t only  on  the  q u a lity  of th e  b o o k , 
w h ich  of c o u rs e ,  w e knew  would b e  e x c e lle n t ,  b u t  a ls o  on th e  sp e ed  
w ith  w h ich  you p ro d u ced  i t .  " T a b e r ,  "T h e  F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  
in  the  P a c if ic  N o rth w e s t,  " 143-144.
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a r t i c l e  to  s e l l  to  v i s i to r s  i t  i s  too  l a r g e  to  go in to  a n y th in g  s m a l le r  
th an  a  s te a m e r  tru n k .  "3 ^ J e r r e  M angione o b s e rv e d , h o w e v e r, th a t  
th e  s iz e  of th e  gu ide d id  h av e  one re d e e m in g  f e a tu re :  "In a n a tio n
c o n d itio n ed  to  r e s p e c t  b ig n e s s ,  i t s  s iz e ,  i f  n o th in g  e ls e ,  m ay  w e ll 
h av e  m ad e  th e  d e e p e s t  im p r e s s io n  on th e  m e m b e rs  of C o n g re s s  who 
had  been  c o m p la in in g  ab o u t the  p a u c ity  of th e  P r o je c t 's  ou tpu t. "3 ^
A ls b e rg  m ig h t h av e  liv e d  w ith  d e r i s io n ,  b u t  n o t th e  r e a s o n s  
fo r  p re v e n tin g  th e  G o v e rn m e n t P r in t in g  O ffice  f ro m  is s u in g  th e  
g u id es . T he GPO d e te rm in e d  a ll  p h y s ic a l  a s p e c ts  of i t s  b o o k s, 
in c lu d in g  lay o u t, d im e n s io n s , q u a lity  of p a p e r ,  and  s ty le  of ty p e .
The GPO w as  slow  to  i s s u e  i t s  b o o k s  an d  co u ld  not p ro d u ce  th em  a s  
f a s t  a s  th e  F W P  p r e p a r e d  th em . The GPO o ffe re d  no co p y rig h t 
p ro te c tio n , p ro v id ed  no d isc o u n ts  to  b o o k s to re s ,  d id  n o t p u b lic ize  
i t s  p u b lic a tio n s , and  la c k e d  f a c i l i t ie s  to  m a r k e t  and  d is t r ib u te  i ts  
b o o k s. U n d e rs ta n d a b ly  th en , F i s h e r 's  p lan  fo r  p r iv a te  p u b lic a tio n  
se em e d  even  m o re  a t t r a c t iv e  to  A ls b e rg ,  e s p e c ia l ly  w hen he r e a l iz e d  
th a t  th e  s y s te m  of sp o n s o rs h ip  re m o v e d  f ro m  th e  P r o je c t  a n y  
re s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  th e  c o s ts  of p u b lic a tio n . 33
3 ^M cK inzie , " W r i te r s  on R e lie f ,  " 90.
3 ̂ M ang ione, T h e  D re a m  an d  the  D e a l, 209.
33M cK in zie , " W r i te r s  on R e lie f ,  " 90; M an g io n e , The D re a m  
and  th e  D e a l , 221; M cD onald , F e d e ra l  R e lie f  A d m in is tra t io n  and  th e  
A r t s ,  272.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
167
O nce  A ls b e rg  r e a l iz e d  th e  d isa d v a n ta g e s  of h av in g  th e  GPO 
i s s u e  th e  g u id es  a t  g o v e rn m e n t e x p e n se , h e  th en  so u g h t to  h av e  lo c a l  
p u b lish in g  c o m p a n ie s  i s s u e  th e  g u id es  w ith  m o n ey  a p p ro p r ia te d  by  
th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s . 3 ^ On N o v e m b e r 2 3 , 1936, he w ro te  Saxon:
"It  o c c u rs  to  m e  th a t  if  a l e g is la t iv e  a p p ro p r ia t io n  w il l  b e  r e q u e s te d ,  
w ith  th e  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  a s  c o o p e ra t in g  s p o n s o r ,  th e  m a t t e r  sh o u ld  
b e  ta k e n  up  a t  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  d u rin g  th e  n e x t  w eek  o r  te n  d a y s  so  
th a t  th e  q u e s tio n  of a n  a p p ro p r ia t io n  can  b e -ta k e n  up  im m e d ia te ly  
w ith  th e  L e g is la tu r e  w hen th a t  body m e e t s . .  . P le a s e  g ive th is  m a t te r  
y o u r  p ro m p t a tte n tio n .  "4®
A lth o u g h  s e v e r a l  s ta te  l e g i s la tu r e s  did a p p ro p r ia te  m o n ey  
fo r  lo c a l  p r in t in g  c o m p a n ie s  to  p ro d u c e  th e  g u id es , th is  p lan  f o r  
fin a n c in g  th e  g u id es  w as d ro p p ed  in  fa v o r  of the  p lan  J e r r e  M angione 
p ro p o se d  to  A ls b e rg .  S h o r tly  b e fo re  M an g io n e1 s a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th e  
F W P  in  F e b r u a r y ,  1937, A ls b e rg  p lan n ed  to  is s u e  th e  g u id es  a t  
pu b lic  e x p en se  th ro u g h  the G O P. B y M a rc h , h o w e v e r , "A ls b e rg  
a b an d o n ed  th e  id e a  in  fav o r  of a  sp o n s o rs h ip  s y s te m  of p u b lic a tio n  
th a t  w ou ld  p e rm i t  th e  P r o je c t  books to  be  is s u e d  b y  c o m m e rc ia l  
p u b l is h e rs .  " A ls b e rg  now  w o r r ie d  th a t  w h ile  th e  p u b l is h e rs  m ig h t
3 ^M angione , T h e  D re a m  a n d  th e  D e a l, 232.
4 ® Henry A ls b e rg  to  L y le  S axon, N o v em b er 23 , 1936, L a C o l-
LS L B R .
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is s u e  a t  t h e i r  own ex p en se  g u idebooks to  v a c a tio n  s ta te s ,  th e y  m igh t 
n o t, w ith o u t su b s id y , p u b lish  the  "g u idebooks o f l e s s  p o p u lar  s ta te s .  " 
M angione th en  o ffe re d  a  so lu tio n  to  A ls b e rg 1 s p ro b le m :
L is te n in g  to  A ls b e rg ,  th e r e  o c c u r re d  to  m e a 
s im p le  so lu tio n  fo r  en tic in g  p u b l is h e rs  to  i s s u e  th e  
l e s s  d e s i r a b le  gu idebooks w ithout a n y  su b s id y . W hy 
n o t o ffe r  su c h  b o o k s in  g ro u p s  th a t  w ou ld  in c lu d e  a t  
l e a s t  one h ig h ly  d e s ir a b le  g u idebook , I su g g e ste d , 
w ith  th e  s tip u la t io n  th a t  th e  p u b lis h e r  m u s t  a g re e  to  
p u b lish  th e  e n ti r e  g r o u p . . .  T h is  s t r a te g y  p ro v ed  to 
b e  so  s u c c e s s fu l  th a t  w ith in  t h r e e  m o n th s  A ls b e rg  
b e c a m e  co n v in ced  th a t  e v e ry  s ta te  gu idebook could 
b e  p u b lish ed  a t  th e  ex p en se  of re p u ta b le  c o m m e rc ia l  
p u b l is h e rs .  Now he  began  to  w o r r y  abou t th e  s ta te s  
w h e re ,  a t  h is  in s t ig a t io n , m o n ies  h ad  b e e n  a p p ro p r ia te d  
b y  s ta te  le g i s la tu re s  fo r  th e  p ro d u c tio n  of the  g u id e ­
b o oks by  lo ca l p r in tin g  f i r m s ,  w h ich  h ad  no  p ro m o tio n  
and  m ark e tin g  f a c i l i t ie s .  41
A ls b e rg  en co u ra g e d  Saxon to  have th e  s ta te  le g i s la tu re  
a p p ro p r ia te  funds fo r  p u b lica tio n  of the  s ta te  g u ide. L ik e  M angione, 
b u t b e fo re  him., Saxon a ls o  saw  th e  d isa d v a n ta g e s  i n h e r r e n t  in 
A ls b e rg 1 s p lan . Saxon d isc u s s e d  th e s e  p ro b le m s  w ith  h is  A d v iso ry  
C o m m itte e  and w ro te  A lsb e rg  abou t th e i r  d is c u s s io n  (T he l e t t e r  i s  
v e ry  r e v e a lin g  in  l ig h t  of M an g io n e 's  c la im  and  A ls b e rg 's  l a te r  
l e t t e r s  to  S a x o n .):
M r. C la rk  Salm on of th e  New O r le a n s  I te m  
h a s  m ad e  a su g g estio n  w h ich  w ould b e  a n  e x c e lle n t  
one if th e  p lan  can  be w o rk ed  out. H is su g g e stio n  
i s  th a t  we su b m it th e  New O r le a n s  C ity  G uide to
^  * M ang ione , T h e  D re a m  an d  th e  D ea l, 230 -3 2 .
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so m e  New Y o rk  p u b lis h e r  su c h  a s  M acM illan ,
A p p le to n -C e n tu ry , H a r p e r 's ,  o r  S c r ib n e r s ,  and 
th a t  th ey  p u b lish  th e  book  e x a c tly  a s  th e y  would 
p u b lish  one of th e i r  own b o o k s , an d  th a t  a l l  r o y a l t ie s  
a c c ru in g  f ro m  s a le s  b e  tu rn e d  o v e r to  th e  D e p a r t­
m e n t of P u b lic  W e lfa re  o r  to  so m e  o th e r  public  
c h a r i ty .  N e a r ly  any  p u b lis h e r  w ould  b e  g lad  to 
pu b lish  th e  New O r le a n s  Guide b e c a u s e  we could  
g u a ra n te e  a  s a le  of a t  l e a s t  30, 000 c o p ie s , i f  the  
book w as p u b lish ed  a t  a  r e a s o n a b le  r e ta i l  p r ic e .
T h is  s e em e d  a n  e x c e lle n t  id e a  to  th e  o th e rs  
[sic] m e m b e rs  of the  c o m m itte e - - s u c h  a good id e a , 
in  fa c t ,  th a t  th ey  have  lo s t  i n te r e s t  in  p r in t in g  i t  
lo c a l ly , u n le s s  W ashington  d isa p p ro v e s  of th e  p lan .
I a m  n o t a t  a l l  s u re  th a t  i t  would b e  in  lin e  w ith  the  
p o lic ie s  la id  down by M r. H opk ins. H o w ev er, if  
b id s  w e re  s u b m itte d  f ro m  s e v e r a l  p u b l is h e rs ,  so m e  
s a t is fa c to ry  a r r a n g e m e n t  m ig h t b e  m ad e . I do 
b e lie v e  th a t  s e v e r a l  c ity  gu id es  w ould  h av e  a w ide 
s a le  in  o th e r  S ta te s - - s u c h  g u id es , f o r  e x am p le , a s  
San F ra n c is c o ,  C h a r le s to n , an d  New O r le a n s .  It 
could be a fin e  th ing i f  the  C ity  G uide w e re  tak e n  
c o m p le te ly  out of o u r han d s an d  co u ld  be  d is tr ib u te d  
and  so ld  in d e f in ite ly - - lo n g  a f t e r  th e  W r i te r s ' P ro je c ts  
c e a s e d  to  fun ctio n .
W ould you p le a s e  w r i te  m e w h a t you  th in k  of 
t h i s ? 42
Saxon k ep t b e fo re  A ls b e rg  th e  fe a s ib i l i ty  of hav ing  a n a tio n a l 
r a th e r  th an  a lo c a l  p u b lis h e r  i s s u e  the  g u id es . On J a n u a ry  23, 1937, 
h e  w ro te  A ls b e rg  th a t  h^ w ould lik e  to  h av e  a New Y o rk  p u b lish ing  
f i r m  i s s u e  th e  New O r le a n s  G uide . He f e l t  th a t  such  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t 
would be m ad e , " a s  th e r e  w ill be  a la r g e  s a le  of th e  New O rlean s
42L y le  Saxon to  H en ry  A ls b e rg ,  N o v em b er 25 , 1936, F W P -
L a .
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Guide b ook , b e c a u se  th e  guide is  new  an d  c o m p le te  and w ill be 
c h e a p e r  th a n  o th e r  b o o k s  on th e  m a r k e t  in  New O r le a n s  (including  
m y  own).
W h e th e r  th e s e  l e t t e r s  h e lp e d  A ls b e rg  opt fo r  c o m m e rc ia l  
p u b lic a tio n  b y  p u b l is h e rs  w ith  a n a tio n a l  r e p u ta tio n  is  u n c le a r .  A t 
l e a s t  th is  m u ch , h o w e v e r , can  b e  d e te rm in e d .  B e fo re  p u b lica tio n  
of th e  Idaho  G u id e , p r io r  to  M an g io n e 's  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th e  W r i te r s ' 
P r o je c t ,  and  b e fo re  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  of th e  W ash ing ton  G uide, th e  
A d v iso ry  C o m m itte e  in  L o u is ia n a  r e a l iz e d  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  to  be 
gained  f ro m  n a tio n a l p u b lica tio n  of th e  G u id es . A s Saxon e n u m e ra te d  
th em , th e s e  b e n e fi ts  w e re  g r e a te r  d is t r ib u t io n  and sa le  of th e  guides 
a t  n o m in a l c o s ts  th ro u g h  c o m p e titiv e  b id s ,  u s e  of ro y a l t ie s  fo r  
w o rth w h ile  p u rp o s e s ,  a n d  co n tin u an ce  of th e  g u id es  a f te r  d e m ise  of 
the  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t .
W hile  k eep in g  b e fo re  A ls b e rg  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  of having  a 
n a tio n a l  p u b l is h e r  i s s u e  the  New O r le a n s  G uide, Saxon a ls o  in fo rm e d  
th e  n a tio n a l d i r e c to r  of h is  e ffo r ts  to  find  a  s p o n s o r  f o r  i t .  D uring  
the  f i r s t  w e e k  of F e b r u a r y ,  1937, Saxon an d  C ru tc h e r  w ent to  see  
G o v ern o r R ic h a rd  L e c h e . T h ey  hoped he m ig h t h e lp  th em  p e rs u a d e  
M ayor R o b e r t  S. M a e s t r i  of New O rlea n s  to  a c t  a s  sp o n so r  of the
43 L y le  Saxon to  H en ry  A ls b e rg ,  J a n u a ry  23, 1937, ib id .
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New O r le a n s  G uide . T hey a ls o  u se d  th e  o c c a s io n  to  d isc u s s  w ith  
th e  G o v e rn o r  sp o n s o rs h ip  of th e  s ta te  g u id e . 44
T h e ir  v i s i t  w as s u c c e s s fu l,  a s  Saxon in d ic a te d  to  A ls b e rg .  
The G o v e rn o r  k e p t Saxon a n d  C ru tc h e r  in  h is  o ffice  f o r  tw o h o u r s .
"H e w o u ld n 't  l e t  u s  go aw ay , " Saxon to ld  A ls b e rg , "and  h e  i s  h ig h ly  
p le a s e d  w ith  th e  id ea  of th e  L o u is ia n a  G uide and  sa y s  th a t  h e  w ill 
h av e  th e  S ta te  of L o u is ia n a  sp o n so r  i t  and  w ill  do an y th in g  w e w an t 
to  h e lp  to w a rd  i ts  p u b lic a tio n ."  The G o v e rn o r  "g rew  so e n th u s ia s t ic "  
th a t  h e  m ad e  s u g g e stio n s  f o r  a d d itio n a l w o rk  by the  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t .  
He a ls o  a p p o in ted  a  c o m m ittee  of th re e  in d iv id u a ls  to  re a d  and  ch eck  
th e  G uide. "T h is  I b e lie v e  to  be a good id e a ,  " co m m en ted  Saxon,
"and  i t  w ill  sh if t  so m e  of th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f ro m  m e in  c a s e  of e r r o r s  
u45o r  o m is s io n s . " ’ 3
A ls b e rg  re sp o n d e d  to  S ax o n 's  l e t t e r  by say ing : "I h av e  
a lw a y s  b e e n  s u re ,  w ith  you d i re c tin g  th e  w o rk , you w ould h av e  no 
d iff ic u lty  abou t g e ttin g  s p o n s o rs h ip . " A ls b e rg  re m a rk e d  th a t  he  
p e rs o n a l ly  knew  "an y  n u m b er of p u b l is h e rs  in  New Y ork  who w ould 
b e  w illin g  to  ta k e  o v e r  th e  New O r le a n s  G uide w ith o u t dem an d in g  any  
g u a ra n te e  f ro m  th e  s p o n s o r ."  He sa id  th a t  he  w as r e c e n tly  a t  the
4 4 L y le  Saxon to  H e n ry  A ls b e rg ,  F e b r u a r y  6, 1937, ib id .
4 5Ib id .
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office  of S im on and  S c h u s te r ,  "and  th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  s igned  a c o n tra c t  
w ith  th e  s p o n s o r  r ig h t  a w a y  f o r  th e  jo b . "4 ^
A ls b e rg  a p p a re n t ly  th o u g h t Saxon w an ted  th e  M ayor of 
New O r le a n s  to  p u b lish  r a th e r  th an  to  s p o n s o r  th e  c ity  gu id e.
T h is  w ou ld  s e e m  to  in d ic a te  th a t  S a x o n 's  e a r l i e r  l e t t e r s ,  co n cern in g  
h is  p r e fe re n c e  f o r  a n a tio n a l  p u b l is h e r ,  m ad e  l i t t l e  o r  no im p re s s io n  
on th e  n a tio n a l  d i r e c to r .  F o r  A ls b e rg  now u rg e d  Saxon to  do w hat 
Saxon had  w e e k s  b e fo re  en c o u ra g e d  A ls b e rg  to  do . "N o doubt 
L o u is ia n a  h a s  a  s ta te  p r in t e r ,  " A ls b e rg  w ro te  Saxon, "to  w hom  th e  
p r in t in g  of S ta te  p u b lic a tio n s  h a s  to  be  g iv en . " T h is ,  he sa id , w as 
t r u e  in  New Y o rk , so he cau tio n ed  Saxon no t to  le t  the  M ayor of 
New O r le a n s  f o rc e  h im  to  h av e  a L o u is ia n a  p u b l is h e r  i s s u e  the  guide. 
"If you  do th i s ,  " A ls b e rg  w a rn e d , "you would g e t no  n a tio n a l 
d is t r ib u t io n ,  n o  n a tio n a l  re v ie w s , an d  no  n a tio n a l  a tte n tio n  fo r the  
book, an d  yo u  w ould n o t g e t a v e ry  good ty p o g ra p h ic a l  j o b ." 47 Saxon 
a p p a re n t ly  co n c lu d ed  th a t  he could  h av e  th e  M ay o r of New O rlea n s  
s p o n so r  th e  gu ide an d  a n a tio n a l p u b lis h e r  is s u e  the  book. Since 
Saxon n e v e r  s u g g e s te d  o th e rw is e , A ls b e rg 's  c o n c e rn  w as w e ll in tended  
b u t b a s e l e s s .
^ H e n r y  A ls b e rg  to  L y le  S axon , F e b r u a r y  9, 1937, ib id .
4 7Ib id .
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On Ju n e  10, 1937, M ayor M a e s tr i  in fo rm e d  A ls b e rg  th a t  
C ru tc h e r  and  S axon had  ju s t  b ro u g h t h im  the  c o m p le te d  New O rlea n s  
Guide m a n u s c r ip t .  H e sa id  a s  M a y o r h e  w as g lad  to  sp o n so r  th e  
book  on b e h a lf  of th e  c ity . He a ls o  o ffe re d  to  " c o o p e ra te  in  an y  w ay "  
th a t  A ls b e rg  could  su g g e st in  r e g a rd  to  c o p y rig h t of th e  p u b lic a tio n . 
Saxon, M a e s t r i  s a id , to ld  h im  th a t  th e  guide cou ld  "be  p u b lish e d  b y  
a New Y o rk  o r  B o sto n  p u b lish in g  h o u se , and in  th is  w ay  no  ex p en se  
[w o u ld ] b e  in c u r r e d .  " The M ayor b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  guide w as  "a  
v a lu a b le  and  w o rth w h ile  u n d e rta k in g  of w hich  New O r le a n s  m ay  w ell 
b e  p r o u d .1,4 ®
Saxon a ls o  w ro te  A ls b e rg  on th e  sa m e  day  th a t  M a e s t r i  
d id . The S tate  D ire c to r  said : "T h e  deed  i s  done . T his a fte rn o o n  
M ayor M a e s tr i  f o rm a lly  a c ce p te d  th e  s p o n s o rs h ip  fo r  the  New O r le a n s  
C ity  G uide. " The G uide, Saxon c o n tin u e d , w ould  a r r iv e  in  A ls b e rg 's  
office  th e  fo llow ing  d ay . " I hope you lik e  i t ,  " r e m a rk e d  S axon, " fo r  
we h av e  w o rk e d  h a rd .  1,4 9
F iv e  d ay s l a t e r  E dw ard  M. B a r ro w s ,  a p p a re n tly  of th e  
C e n tra l  O ffice , w ro te  C ro n y n  abou t th e  New O r le a n s  G uide. B a r ro w s  
o b se rv e d  th a t  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  co n ta in e d  abou t 250, 000 w o rd s  an d  th u s
4 ® Robert M a e s tr i  to  H en ry  A ls b e rg ,  Ju n e  19, 1937, ib id .
4 9l_,yle Saxon to  H en ry  A ls b e rg ,  June  10, 1937, ib id .
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w as to o  long  fox a  lo ca l gu ide. He w an ted  Saxon to  re d u c e  i t  to  
200, 000 w o rd s . B a r ro w s  n o ted  th a t  A lsb e rg  had  g iven  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  
"h is  p e rs o n a l  a tte n tio n "  and  h ad  found i t  " e x c e lle n t .  " B a r ro w s  sa id  
th a t  th e  H oughton  M ifflin  C om pany  e x p re s s e d  " th e i r  w il lin g n e ss  to  
p u b lish  i t ,  s in c e  th e y  have p u b lish ed  o th e r  L o u is ia n a  w o rk s  by Lyle  
Saxon. "5°
T he H oughton M ifflin  C om pany of B o sto n  did is s u e  the  
New O r le a n s  C ity  G uide. A n  o ffic ia l of th e  co m p an y , R . N. L in sc o tt ,  
w ro te  A ls b e rg  th a t  an  ad v an ce  of fiv e  h u n d red  d o l la r s  a g a in s t  the  
ro y a lty  w ould  go to  th e  sp o n so r. L in sc o tt to ld  A ls b e rg  to  m ak e  i t  
c le a r  th a t  th e  m oney w en t to  th e  o ffice  of the  M a y o r, and not to  th e  
in d iv id u a l, R o b e r t  S. M a e s t r i .  " O th e rw is e ,"  o b s e rv e d  L in sco tt,
"w e w ould  h av e  to  send the ro y a lty  c h e ck s  to M a e s tr i  a f te r  ho le f t 
o ffice .
R o y a ltie s  f ro m  th e  s a le  of the  g u ides co u ld  only be expended 
b y  th e  sp o n so r in  a p r e s c r ib e d  fa sh io n . T he m o n ey  cou ld  be  u sed  to 
d e fra y  p u b lica tio n  c o s ts  or to  w r i te  and  p u b lish  new  w o rk s . I t  m igh t 
b e  u se d  to  p a y  " o th e r  th an  la b o r  c o s ts "  th a t  o th e rw ise  would be  
c h a rg e d  a g a in s t  th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t .  R e c e ip ts  m ig h t a ls o  be spen t
^ ^E d w ard  M . B a r ro w s  to  G eo rg e  W. C ro n y n , Ju n e  15, 1937,
ib id .
^*R . N. L in sco tt to  H enry  A ls b e rg , M ay 3 , 1938, ib id .
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on in s ta ll in g  and m a in ta in in g  h i s to r ic a l  m a r k e r s ,  o r  b e  p laced  in  th e  
M is c e lla n e o u s  R e c e ip ts  of th e  U nited  S ta te s  T r e a s u r y .
The im p o r ta n t  l in k  in  having  n a tio n a l  p u b lish in g  h o u se s  i s s u e  
th e  g u id es  w a s  ado p tio n  of the  sy s te m  of s p o n s o rs h ip . A  sp o n so r 
cou ld  b e  a  p u b lic  o f fic ia l ,  a  t a x - s u p p o r te d  body, a t r a d e  un ion , a 
c iv ic  o rg a n iz a tio n , o r  a  n o n -p ro f it  o rg a n iz a tio n . S ince  th e  F W P  did 
n o t e n te r  d i re c t ly  in to  c o n tr a c ts  w ith  p u b l is h e rs  o r  p r in t e r s ,  th e  
v o lu n te e r  sp o n so r  in  th e o ry  w a s  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  s e c u r in g  p u b lica tio n  
fo r  the  gu ide i t  sp o n so re d . In  th e  e v en t a book o r  p am p h le t w as of 
su c h  a s p e c ia liz e d  n a tu re  a s  to  b e  u n su ite d  f o r  c o m m e rc ia l  p u b l is h e rs ,  
o r  in  c a se  a p am p h le t w a s  d e s ir e d ,  th e  s p o n so r  could  f in an ce  the  
p r in t in g  of th e  m a n u s c r ip t .  33 In a c tu a l  p r a c t ic e  th e  ro le  of th e  
sp o n so r  w as qu ite  lim ite d . O nly the  S ta te  D ir e c to r  an d  N atio n a l 
D ir e c to r  could  a p p ro v e  the  f in a l copy f o r  p u b lic a tio n . They a r r a n g e d  
th e  c o n tr a c t  w ith  the p u b lis h e r  an d  the s p o n s o r  m e r e ly  s ig n ed  i t .  34 
The s y s te m  of sp o n so rsh ip  th a t  ev o lved  w a s  a n  im p o r ta n t  s te p  in  the  
g e n e ra l  flow  of copy.
52w p a  O p e ra tin g  P ro c e d u re  No. W -13 , "R e g u la tio n s  fo r  
P u b lic a t io n  of S ta te  and  L o ca l Guide M a te r ia l ,"  O c to b e r, 1936, L a  
C o l-L S L B R .
53"W o rk  of th e  F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s ' P r o j e c t , "  The P u b l is h e r s ' 
W eek ly . CXXXV (M arch  18, 1939),
54Ib id .
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D e sp ite  th e  ex te n s iv e  flow  o f c o p y  in  th e  s ta te ,  few  s p o n s o rs  
w e re  n e e d ed  in  L o u is ia n a  b e c a u s e  th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  co m p le te d  so 
few  p r o je c ts .  W hat th e s e  p u b lic a tio n s  w e re  and  how w e ll th e y  w e re  
w r i t te n  c a n  b e s t  b e  d e te rm in e d  b y  a  re v ie w  of th e  g u id es .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
CH A PT E R  VI
A REVIEW  OF TH E P R O JE C T 'S  M AJOR PU BLICA TIO N S
D u rin g  i t s  h i s to r y  f ro m  O c to b e r, 1935, to  J a n u a ry , 1943, 
th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  h a d  b u t tw o m a jo r  b o o k s p u b lish e d . 
T h ese  w e re  th e  New O r le a n s  C ity  G uide in  1938 and L o u is ia n a :
A G uide to  th e  S ta te  in  1945. A th ir d  m a jo r  w o rk , Gum bo Y a -Y a , 
w as p u b lish e d  in  1945, a f t e r  th e  p ro je c t  c lo s e d . A ll t h r e e  b o o k s w e re  
g e n e ra l ly  w ell re c e iv e d  by  th e  rea d in g  pub lic  and  b y  th e  book  c r i t i c s .
T he f i r s t  m a jo r  w o rk , th e  New O r le a n s  C ity  G uide , w as 
p u b lish ed  by th e  H oughton  M ifflin  C om pany and  so ld  a t . $2 . 50 p e r  
copy. * T he c ity  g u ide  w a s  th s  s h o r te s t  of the  t h r e e  m a jo r  b o o k s,
420 p a g e s . I t  co n ta in e d  m a p s ,  p ic tu r e s ,  d ra w in g s , a b ib lio g ra p h y , 
and an  in d ex . C a ro lin e  D u rieu x , a p a id  c o n s u lta n t  fo r  th e  W r i t e r s ' 
P r o je c t  f o r  s ix  m o n th s  d u r in g  1937, d e s ig n e d  th e  c o v e r  fo r  th e  c ity  
g u ide  and  a ls o  m ad e  s e v e r a l  of th e  d raw in g s  in  th e  gu id e. ^
^ 'A p p lic a tio n  f o r  P e r m is s io n  to  P u b lis h , " J a n u a ry  14, 1938,
F W P -L a .
^ In te r  v iew  w ith  C a ro lin e  D u rieu x , J a n u a ry  2 7 , 1974; L y le  
Saxon to  J .  D. N ew so m , M ay 23, 1940, L y le  Saxon C o lle c tio n  
(H ow ard T ilto n  M e m o r ia l  L ib ra r y ,  T u lan e  U n iv e rs i ty ,  New O r le a n s , 
L a . ) H e re in a f te r  c ite d  a s  L S C ol-H T M L . A c c o rd in g  to  B a rb a ra  E .
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T he c i ty  gu ide w as d iv id ed  in to  th r e e  s e c t io n s .  The f i r s t  
d iv is io n , "New O rlea n s : The G e n e ra l  B a c k g ro u n d , "  w as th e  s h o r te s t ,  
j u s t  t h i r ty - th r e e  p a g e s . In  th is  s e c tio n  to p ic s  d isc u s s e d  w e re  th e  
n a tu r a l  s e tt in g , h is to ry ,  g o v e rn m e n t, and  r a c ia l  d is t r ib u t io n  of 
New O r le a n s .  The seco n d  d iv is io n , "E co n o m ic  and  S o c ia l D ev elo p ­
m en t, " w as  a p p ro x im a te ly  equa l in  len g th  w ith  th e  th ir d  se c tio n .
T he se co n d  se c t io n  d e a lt  w ith  to p ic s  such  a s  ed u c a tio n , re lig io n , 
s p o r t s ,  r e c r e a t io n ,  n e w s p a p e rs ,  l i t e r a tu r e ,  m u sic , a rc h i te c tu re ,  
c u is in e ,  c u lts ,  and fo lk w ay s. The l a s t  d iv is io n , "S ec tio n a l D e s c r ip ­
t io n s  and  T o u r s , " d e s c r ib e d  th e  v a r io u s  to u r s  one could m ake  
th ro u g h  New O rlea n s  and i t s  e n v iro n s .
L y le  Saxon t r i e d  to  m a k e  th e  s to r i e s  in  the  c ity  guide a s  
a c c u ra te  a s  p o s s ib le . He em ployed  a v e ry  s u c c e s s fu l  m ethod  of 
c o lle c tin g  d a ta . W hen no t s a tis f ie d  w ith  a  r e p o r t  tu rn e d  in  b y  a 
w o r k e r ,  Saxon a s s ig n e d  a n o th e r  w r i te r  th e  to p ic : n e ith e r  w r i te r  
knew  th a t  th e  o th e r  h a d  th e  a s s ig n m e n t. Saxon c o m p a re d  th e  second
A m id o n  of th e  Houghton M ifflin  Com pany: "W hile th e  o rig in a l
NEW ORLEA NS CITY  GUIDE w as  p u b lish e d  in  1938, th e  R e v ised  
e d itio n  by  R o b e r t  T a lla n t  w as p u b lish e d  D e c e m b e r  8, 1952. T he 
l i s t  p r ic e  on th e  o r ig in a l  e d i t io n . . .  w en t u p  in  1948 to  $5. 00 and  
$5. 00 w a s  th e  l i s t  p r ic e  of th e  R e v ised  ed itio n . . . .  T h e re  w e re  5 
p r in t in g s  of th e  o r ig in a l ed itio n  of th e  G uide to ta lin g  19, 000 c o p ie s  
and  tw o p r in t in g s  of th e  R e v ised  ed itio n  to ta l in g  4038 c o p ie s . " 
B a r b a ra  E . A m idon  to  a u th o r ,  F e b r u a r y  22 , 1974.
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r e p o r t  w ith  th e  f i r s t  an d , i f  s ti l l  d i s s a t is f ie d ,  w ro te  th e  a s s ig n m en t 
h im se lf .  He h a d  to  b e  cau tio u s  a b o u t th e  in fo rm a tio n  he re c e iv e d .
One p r o je c t  w o rk e r  tu rn e d  in  b e a u tifu lly  w r i t t e n  and e n te r ta in in g  
s to r ie s .  Saxon r e a l iz e d ,  h o w ev er, th a t  th e  s to r ie s  w e re  c o m p le te ly  
f a b r ic a te d  an d  th u s  co u ld  n o t  b e  u s e d .^
C o lle c tin g  in fo rm a tio n  f o r  the  c ity  g u ide  w as  n o t a lw ay s a n  
e a sy  a s s ig n m e n t. B e c a u se  of the  s e g re g a tio n  p o lic ie s  in  New 
O rle a n s , so m e D il la rd  P r o je c t  w r i te r s  w e re  tu rn e d  aw ay  fro m  the 
c i ty 's  pub lic  l ib r a r i e s .  Even w hen a d m itte d , th e i r  p ro b le m s  had 
ju s t  beg u n . T hey w e re  re q u ir e d  to  s it  s e p a r a te ly  f ro m  th e  o th e r  
l ib r a r y  p a tro n s .  Som e l ib r a r ia n s  r e fu s e d  to  p ro v id e  m a te r ia ls  
the  w o rk e rs  r e q u e s te d . A few  l ib r a r ia n s  in s t r u c te d  th e  D illa rd  
w o rk e r s  n o t to r e tu r n  an d  th en  in fo rm e d  Saxon n e v e r  to  send  th em  
ag a in . One D il la rd  w o rk e r  c la im ed  th a t  he  had  to  know the  hold ings 
of the  l ib r a r i e s  b e c au se  l ib r a r ia n s  w ould  p ro v id e  only  the  m a te r ia ls  
s p e c if ic a lly  r e q u e s te d .  ^
^ In te rv ie w  w ith  C a ro lin e  D u rieu x , J a n u a ry  22 , 1974. Saxon 
w as n o t the  o n ly  d i r e c to r  who had su ch  p ro b le m s  in  L o u is ia n a . John 
A n d re a s se n , D i r e c to r  of th e  H is to r ic a l  R e c o rd s  S u rv ey  in  th e  s ta te ,  
le a rn e d , j u s t  b e fo re  sen d in g  so m e  da ta  to  th e  p u b lis h e r ,  th a t  a 
w o rk e r  h ad  m a d e  up  a l l  of the  e n t i l e s .
^ In te rv ie w  w ith  a f o rm e r  D i l la rd  P r o je c t  w o rk e r  who ask ed  
to  r e m a in  a n o n y m o u s , J a n u a ry  22 , 1974, c ite d  h e re in a f te r  a s  
A nonym ous D il la rd  P r o je c t  w o rk e r .
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T he D il la rd  P r o je c t  w o rk e r s  a ls o  h ad  d iff ic u lty  g a th e r in g  
in fo rm a tio n  f ro m  so m e  N egro  c u lt l e a d e r s .  T he o c c u lt is ts  h e ld  
th e  D il la rd  w o rk e r s  in  su sp ic io n  b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  e d u ca tio n . T h ey  
knew  th a t  th e  D il la rd  w r i te r s  could  n o t be t r i c k e d  lik e  th e i r  
u n ed u ca ted  c u s to m e rs .  Saxon a ls o  got a ro u n d  th is  o b s ta c le  to 
in fo rm a tio n  by u tiliz in g  th e  s e rv ic e s  of R o b e r t  M cK inney, th e  only  
N eg ro  not on th e  D il la rd  P ro je c t .  M ost b la c k  O r le a n ia n s  knew  and 
t r u s te d  M cK inney , w ho u n d e rs to o d  th e  p sy c h o lo g y  of th e  u n ed u ca ted  
N e g ro e s  b e t te r  th an  d id  so m e D illa rd  w o r k e r s .
M cK inney f re q u e n tly  a c co m p a n ie d  M rs .  D u rieu x  on so m e  
fa s c in a tin g  a s s ig n m e n ts .  He o ften  in tro d u c e d  h e r  to  th e  N e g ro e s  a s  
a n  u n d e rw o r ld  c h a ra c te r  r a t h e r  th an  a s  a n  a c c o m p lish e d  a r t i s t  
w o rk in g  fo r  th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t .  On one o c c a s io n , fo r  e x am p le , 
h e  to ld  a N e g ro  fo rtu n e  t e l l e r  th a t  M rs .  D u rie u x  w a s  a  p ick p o ck e t 
who p lanned  to  w o rk  C anal S t re e t  the  n e x t d ay . M rs . D u rieu x , 
M cK inney s a id ,  w an ted  to  know w hich  s e c tio n  of th e  s t r e e t  to  w o rk .
The fo rtu n e  t e l l e r  w as d e c e iv e d  b y  th is  c le v e r  b i t  of t r i c k e r y  and  
b eg an  h e r  w o rk . She p laced  se v e ia llig h te d  c a n d le s  a ro u n d  a cup  
c o n ta in in g  a n  egg  and  th en  put tw o s tra w s  on to p  of th e  egg to  fo rm  
a n  "x. " She q u ick ly  r a i s e d  h e r  a r m s ,  c a u s in g  a  d r a f t  w h ich  in  tu rn  
spun th e  s tr a w s .  T h ey  f in a l ly  cam e to  r e s t  and th e  fo rtu n e  t e l l e r  
in fo rm e d  M rs . D u rieu x  th a t  th e  n o r th e rn  s e c t io n  of C an a l S t re e t
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would be th e  b e s t  s e c t io n  f o r  th e  a c ts  of th e f t .  5
Saxon a ls o  h ad  to  b e  c a u tio u s  abou t th e  c la im s  so m e  o w n ers  
of h i s to r ic  h o m e s  and  b u ild in g s  m a d e  a b o u t t h e i r  d w e llin g s . S ax o n 's  
a c c e p ta n c e  o r  r e je c t io n  of th e s e  c la im s  a ffe c te d  th e  t o u r i s t  t r a f f ic ,  
and  th u s  th e  in co m e  of m an y  p eo p le . Saxon a ls o  t r i e d  to  avo id  tak ing  
s id e s  in  d is p u te s  a b o u t th e  h is to ry  o f New O r le a n s .  F o r  in s ta n c e , 
O r le a n ia n s  h a v e  long d iffe re d  o v e r  w h e th e r  t h e i r  c ity  w a s  founded in 
1717 o r  1718. T he c i ty  guide n o ted  b o th  d a te s ,  b u t it  q uo ted  R o b e rt 
U s h e r ,  L ib r a r ia n  of H ow ard  M e m o ria l L ib ra r y  in  New O r le a n s ,  a s  
to  why 1718 w a s  m o re  l ik e ly  th e  a c c u r a te  d a te . £ In  th is  m a n n e r  
Saxon s ta y e d  o u t of th e  c o n tro v e rs y  b u t a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  gave 
c re d e n c e  to  th e  y e a r  1718.
S om e O r le a n ia n s  a ls o  b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  o n e tim e  S p an ish  
G o v ern o r of L o u is ia n a , Don E s tev a n  M iro , l iv e d  in  a hom e a t 529 
R oyal S t r e e t .  T he gu ide sa id : "W h e th e r the  r u le r  a c tu a l ly  liv ed  
in  the  h o m e i s  n o t know n. O pin ion  lik e w is e  d iv id ed  o v e r  the  
lo c a tio n  of th e  f i r s t  t h e a t e r  in  New O r le a n s ,  L e  S p e c ta le . The guide
^ In te rv ie w  w ith  C a ro lin e  D u rieu x , J a n u a r y  27 , 1974.
^ F e d e r a l  W r i t e r s ' P ro je c t  of th e  W o rk s  P r o g r e s s  A d m in is ­
t r a t io n  f o r  th e  C ity  o f N ew  O r le a n s , New O r le a n s  C ity  G uide 
(B oston , 1938), 2 2 9 -3 0 . A u th o r c ite d  h e re in a f te r  a s  L o u is ia n a  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t .
^ Ib id . , 240.
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fa v o re d  i t s  lo c a tio n  a t  732 S t. P e t e r  S t re e t  a n d  l is te d  i t  a s  such .®
O c c a s io n a lly  th e  g u id e  c a te g o r ic a l ly  r e je c te d  so m e h i s to r ic a l  
c la im s .  I t  n o ted , fo r  i n s ta n c e ,  th a t  one b u ild in g  in  N ew  O r le a n s  b o re  
a p laq u e  s ta t in g  th a t  th e  s t r u c tu r e  w a s  b u i l t  in  1774 a s  th e  f i r s t  sk y ­
s c r a p e r  in  th e  c ity . T h is  in s c r ip t io n ,  s ta te d  th e  g u id e , w as 
" e r ro n e o u s "  b e c a u s e  th e  b u ild in g  w as  e re c te d  in  1811 and  th u s  could 
n o t h av e  b een  th e  f i r s t  s k y s c r a p e r .  9
O rle a n ia n s  did a g re e  on one th in g , h o w ev er, th a t  th e  L a tin  
in flu e n ce  in  t h e i r  c ity  m ad e  i t  u n lik e  a n y  o th e r  A m e ric a n  c ity . T h is  
" la t in  c u ltu re ,  " n o ted  th e  g u id e , w a s  "a  c u ltu re  n o t founded on books 
bu t on th e  a r t  of l i f e  i t s e l f  w h ich  [m ade] New O rle a n s  d i f fe re n t  f ro m  
o th e r  c i t ie s  of th e  c o u n try . "*0  New O rle a n s  w as lik e  o th e r  S ou th ern  
c i t i e s ,  h o w e v e r , in  th e  p r a c t ic e  of r a c ia l  s e g re g a tio n . The guide 
m en tio n ed  N e g ro  r e c r e a t io n a l  and  to u r i s t  f a c i l i t ie s  w hen th e y  w e re  
a v a ila b le ,  b u t  th is  w as n o t v e ry  o ften . T he f a c t  th a t  th e y  w e re  l is te d  
a t  a l l  in  th e  g u id e , h o w e v e r , w as  a p p re c ia te d  by  N e g ro e s  p lan n in g  
to  v i s i t  th e  C re s c e n t  C ity . 11
8J b id . ,  244.
9lb id . , 243.
10I b id . , 67.
1 ^ U ly sse s  L e e , "N ew  N eg ro  A m e ric a n a ,  " O p p o rtu n ity ,
J o u rn a l  of N e g ro  L ife  (A u g u st, 1938).
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PA GE 184 
D ISPLAY IN  W ASHINGTON, D . C .
184 -E x h ib it  of th e  A m e ric a n  G uide S e r ie s *
* P ic tu r e  lo ca te d  in  th e  N a tio n a l A rc h iv e s .
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Saxon an d  h is  s ta ff  n o t  only  w ro te  fo r  a  s e g re g a te d  c ity , 
th ey  e x p re s s e d  a  v iew  on  R e c o n s tru c tio n  w ith  w h ich  m an y  of th e  
r e s id e n ts  of th e  c i ty  p ro b ab ly  a g re e d .  T h is  in te rp re ta t io n  i s  
in te r e s t in g  e s p e c ia lly  s in c e  th e  C e n tra l  O ffice  in  W ash ing ton  
ap p ro v ed  th e  g u ide:
T h e  y e a rs  b e tw een  1865 and 1877 w e re  th e  
b la c k e s t  in  th e  h is to r y  of New O r le a n s . I t  w a s  a 
p e rio d  of v io le n c e , la w le s s n e s s ,  p o litic a l a g ita tio n , 
and c o rru p tio n . P o l i t ic s ,  a s  th e  o rd e r  of th e  day , 
c o lo re d  and  sh ap ed  e v e ry  a c tiv ity .  R e tu rn in g  C on­
f e d e r a te  s o ld ie rs  found U n io n ists  in  c h a rg e  of a l l  
c iv ic  a f f a i r s .  N e g ro e s , b ew ild e re d  by  th e i r  new  
l ib e r t ie s  and  c o n s ti tu t in g  a  th re a te n in g  p ro b le m  to 
the  w h ite s ,  c ro w d ed  the  c ity  u n d e r  th e  p ro te c tio n  of 
the  F r e e d m e n 's  B u re a u . N o rth e rn  fo r tu n e -h u n te rs  — 
d e r is e v e ly  c a lle d  'C a r p e tb a g g e r s '—w e re  com ing  in to  
the c ity  d a ily  and  w e re  f a s t  tak in g  p o s s e s s io n  of 
c o m m e rc ia l  a s  w e ll a s  p o lit ic a l  v an tag e  p o in ts . T h e  
S o u th e rn e r s ,  h o w e v e r , e a rn e s t ly  w ent to  w o rk  to  
r e p a i r  th e i r  s h a tte re d  fo r tu n e s  an d  re g a in  th e ir  
f o rm e r  p la c e  in  th e  c o m m u n i ty . . . .  New O rlea n s  
b e c a m e  a c ity  o ccu p ied  by  F e d e ra l  tro o p s  un d er th e  
r u th le s s  c o n tro l  of G e n e ra l  P h il S h e r id a n . . .  .W h ite  
people  w e re  c o m p e lle d  to  a d ju s t  th e m s e lv e s  to  the  
s tra n g e  e x p e r ie n c e  of liv in g  u n d e r  N eg ro  o ffic ia ls  
and N eg ro  p o lic e , and  w e re  a ls o  re q u ir e d  to  a s s o c ia te  
w ith  th e m  on a n  e q u a l fo o tin g  in  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  r a i l ro a d  
c a r s  and  sc h o o ls . I t  canno t b e  sa id  th a t  th e  w hite  
po p u latio n  a d ju s te d  i t s e l f  v e ry  g ra c e fu lly  to  th e s e
c o n d it io n s . . . .  12
The New O r le a n s  C ity  G uide re c e iv e d  e x tre m e ly  f a v o ra b le  
re v ie w s  b y  b ook  c r i t i c s .  S ince th e  c o m m e n ts  m ad e  ab o u t th is  w o rk
^ L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' P ro je c t ,  New O r le a n s  C ity  G u id e ,
3 1 -3 3 .
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■were s im i l a r  to  th o s e  m ad e  ab o u t th e  o th e r  tw o P r o je c t  p u b lic a tio n s , 
a n  ex a m in a tio n  of th e  rev ie w s  of th e  c i ty  gu id e  i s  in s t ru c t iv e  c o n c e rn ­
in g  th e  c o m m e n ts  m ad e  ab o u t th e  s ta te  guide and  th e  fo lk lo re  book. 
A lthough  th e  r e v ie w e rs  d iffe re d  ab o u t th e  m o s t  ap p e a lin g  f e a tu re s  of 
th e  c ity  g u id e , th e y  g e n e ra l ly  a g re e d  th a t  th e  book w as  w e ll w r itte n . ^  
S am u el T u p p er e x p re s s e d  th e  op in ion  of m an y  re v ie w e rs  w hen
^ A n  a d v e r t is e m e n t  of th e  c ity  gu ide  b y  th e  H oughton M ifflin  
C om pany r e a d  in  p a r t s  a s  fo llo w s:
H e re  a t  l a s t  i s  th e  g u idebook  to  New O rlea n s!
I t  c o m e s  a s  c lo se  a s  i s  h u m an ly  p o s s ib le  to  putting  
th e  w hole s p ir i t  of th e  c ity  b e tw e en  th e  c o v e rs  of 
a  book.
I t  t e l l s  you e v e ry th in g  you w an t to know about 
"T h e  C re s c e n t  C ity ;"  w hat to  do , w hat to  s e e , 
w h e re  to  go , an d  w hat h ap p en ed  th e r e .  I t  d e s c r ib e s  
(and g iv e s  th e  h is to ry  of) e v e ry  p a r t  of th e  c ity , and 
c o v e rs  th e  n e a rb y  p lan ta tio n s  and  D e lta  in  a s e r ie s  
of a u to m o b ile  to u r s .
A nd i s  m u ch  m o re  th an  a n  o r d in a r y  g u id e , fo r  
tw o  of th e  t h r e e  se c t io n s  a r e  d ev o ted  to  d e ta i le d  
in fo rm a tio n  about th e  a m u s e m e n ts  and  n ig h t l ife  of 
th e  c ity , ab o u t h e r  fa m o u s  r e c ip e s ,  h e r  h is to ry ,  
a r c h i te c tu r e ,  in d u s try , l i t e r a t u r e .  I t i s  an  
e n c y c lo p e d ia  of v a lu ab le  in fo rm a tio n  p re s e n te d  in  
th e  m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  f o r m . . . .
W ith L y le  Saxon a s  e d ito r ,  th e  New O r le a n s  
C ity  G uide p ro m is e s  to  b e  th e  b e s t  and  m o s t 
i n te r e s t in g  of a l l  th e  g u idebooks b e in g  p re p a re d  by 
th e  F e d e ra l  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  of th e  W o rk s  P r o g r e s s  
A d m in is t r a t io n . . .  No one i s  b e t t e r  f it te d  to  ed it  th e  
b ook, a s  h is  in te rp re ta t io n s  of th e  s p i r i t  of New 
O r le a n s  a r e  in sp ire d  by a s u re  know ledge of the  c i ty 's  
p a s t  a n d  p re s e n t .
Copy of H oughton M ifflin  C om pany a d v e r t is e m e n t ,  "New O r le a n s  
C ity  G u ide, " F W P -L a .
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he  w ro te  in  th e  A tlan ta  J o u rn a l  th a t  th e  c ity  g u id e  w as " a m p ly  
d o c u m e n te d , b e a u tifu l ly  i l lu s t r a te d ,  and a d m ira b ly  w r i tte n . " He 
f e l t  th a t  th e  q u a li ty  of th e  gu ide w as  en h an ced  b y  th e  " a r r a n g e m e n t ,  
s e le c tio n , an d  fa s c in a tin g  f a c t s ,  " w h ic h , he  s a id ,  w as " the  w ay  i t  
should  be  w ith  a  c o m p o s ite  p ro d u c tio n  o f w r i t e r s .  " T u p p er d id n o t  
l ik e  S ax o n 's  "g low ing  p r o s e "  an d  he th o u g h t th e  h i s to r y  e s s a y  in  th e  
gu ide w as  only  " s a tis fy in g . " He r e g r e t te d  th a t  th e  guide v i r tu a lly  
ig n o re d  th e  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry . " I t  m ay  w ell b e , " T u p p er co n c lu d ed , 
" th a t  su c h  p e r io d s  a s  th e  H uey L ong re ig n s  a r e  too  re c e n t  to  p e rm it  
p ro p e r  e v a lu a tio n . 1,14
In  th e  W ash ing ton  P o s t  J e a n  M a u ry  o b se rv e d  th a t  a s  a 
n a tiv e  of New O r le a n s  Saxon knew  "how  i t  shou ld  b e  w r itte n  ab o u t. " 
Saxon, s a id  M a u ry , "m a d e  th e  c i ty  an d  i ts  e n v iro n s  liv e  an d  b r e a th e ,  " 
and  he p o r tr a y e d  " th e  s p i r i t  a s  w e ll a s  th e  su b s ta n c e  of A m e r ic a 's  
g a y e s t ,  m o s t  ro m a n t ic  c ity .  " Saxon a n d  h is  s ta f f ,  w ro te  M aury , 
gave  " c lin c h in g  p ro o f"  th a t  th e  A m e r ic a n  Guide books could  "be a t  
once  i n te r e s t in g  l i t e r a tu r e  and  p r a c t ic a l  g u id es  f o r  to u r i s ts  and 
r e s e a r c h  w o r k e r s .
^4S am u el T u p p e r , "New O r le a n s  C ity  G uide, " A tlan ta  
J o u rn a l  (M arch  27, 1938).
15J e a n  M a u ry ,"M a k in g  New O r le a n s  'L iv e  and  B r e a th e , '"  
W ash in g to n  P o s t  (M a rc h  6, 1938).
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M a u ry  a ls o  lik e d  the  guide b e c a u s e  sh e  f e l t  i t  h ad  u n iv e rs a l  
a p p e a l. T he " f o rm e r  r e s i d e n t , "  she  n o te d , would en joy  re a d in g  the  
guide b e c a u s e  i t  w ou ld  " c la r i f y  [his] m e m o r ie s ,  ad d  to  h is  in fo rm a ­
t io n , r e c o n s t ru c t  so m e  of [his] im p r e s s io n s  and d eep en  [his] 
n o s ta lg ia .  " The " c a su a l  v i s i to r s "  w ould  a ls o  l ik e  th e  guide, sa id  
M au ry , ev en  i f  th e y  only  h a d  t im e  to  w a lk  th ro u g h  th e  V ieux C a r re  
o r  to  d ine a t  A n to in e 's  R e s ta u ra n t .  If the  v i s i to r s  r e a d  th e  guide on 
th e i r  r e tu r n  t r i p s  h o m e, th ey  would " m o re  th an  e v e r  [be] e a g e r  to  
go b a c k  f o r  m o re .  " T he g u id e , added  M a u ry , w ould a ls o  a p p e a l to  
the  r e a d e r  w ho had  n e v e r  b e e n  to  New O r le a n s ,  f o r  i t  would " p re s e n t  
to  h is  [ f iv e ]s e n s e s  so m eth in g  of w hat [he w ould] s e e ,  h e a r ,  t a s te ,  
sm e ll and fe e l  w hen [he did] go f o r  a r e a l  v i s i t  to  New O r le a n s .
D o ro th y  Jo n e s  of th e  D a lla s  N ew s a ls o  w ro te  a fa v o ra b le  
rev ie w  of th e  c ity  gu id e. She sa id  th a t  i t  would m ak e  a " p e rf e c t  
g ift fo r  th e  New O r le a n s -b o u n d  to u r i s t "  b e c a u s e  it  co n ta in ed  so  m u ch  
v a r ie d  and in te r e s t in g  in fo rm a tio n . "W h a tev e r th e  r e a d e r  i s  se ek in g ,"  
J o n e s  sa id , "w h e th e r  i t  be the  b e s t  r e s t a u r a n t  f o r  f ro g  le g s  o r  the  
m o s t  in te r e s t in g  c h u rc h ,  th e  gu ide book d i r e c ts  h is  s e a r c h ,  inclu d in g  
even  a  c ity  m ap  la r g e  enough  to  be a c tu a l ly  u s e fu l .  " Jo n e s  sa id  
th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  "sh o u ld  b e  c o n g ra tu la te d  on th e  su c c e s s fu l
l 6Ib id .
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c o m p le tio n  of th is  p ro je c t.  11 ̂
E v en  m o re  c o m p lim e n ta ry  of the  c ity  gu ide th an  Jo n e s  w a s  
A lic e  A llen  of th e  T u lsa  W o rld . A cco rd in g  to  A lle n  th e  book  w as 
"th e  p e r f e c t  gu ide book, an  en cy clo p ed ia  of v a lu a b le  in fo rm a tio n , 
p r e s e n te d  in  th e  m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  fo rm . " T he p h o to g rap h s  a lo n e , sa id  
A llen , "w ould ju s t ify  th e  p r ic e "  of th e  guide. The b ook  w as  h e lp fu l 
to  th e  to u r i s t  f o r  i t  to ld  h im  "w hat to  do , w hat to  s e e , w h e re  to  go 
and w hat to  s a y ."  It w as  " e x tr e m e ly  w e ll p lan n ed "  and w as  " o u ts ta n d ­
ing  in  i ts  p r a c t ic a l  u s e fu ln e s s .  " The "e x te n s iv e  b ib lio g ra p h y , " 
co n tinued  A llen , "and  th e  c r o s s  r e f e r e n c e s  and  d e ta i le d  in d ex  [m ade] 
i t  v e ry  s im p le  fo r  th e  r e a d e r  to  find  w hat he [w as] looking f o r .  "
T h is  gu id e, A llen  co n c lu d ed , s e t  the  s ta n d a rd  f o r  o th e r  g u id es ,
and she  hoped " th a t  m o s t  of th e  f e d e ra l  w r i te r s '  p ro je c t  books [would]
n o t fa l l  to o  s h o r t  of th e  s ta n d a rd  se t b y th is  one.
O th e r r e v ie w e r s  a ls o  lauded  th e  m e r i ts  of th e  c ity  gu ide.
In  The New Y o rk e r  C lifton  F a d im a n  sa id  th a t  th e  "New O r le a n s  C ity  
G uide w as  o n e  o f th e  b e s t  of th e  A m e ric a n  Guide S e r i e s . . .a n d  about 
one of th e  m o s t  p ic tu re s q u e  A m e ric a n  C itie s .  B la ir  B o lle s  in
^ D o r o th y  J o n e s , "N ew  O rlea n s  C ity  G uide, " D a lla s  N ew s 
(Ju n e  5, 1938).
*®Alice A llen , "N ew  O r le a n s  C ity  G uide, " T u lsa  W o rld  
(June  12, 1938).
^ C l i f to n  F a d im a n , "T h e  New O rlea n s  C ity  G uide, " The 
New Y o rk e r  (M arch  19, 1938).
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The S a tu rd a y  R ev iew  of L i te r a tu r e  w ro te  th a t  th e  c ity  guide w as 
"p e rh a p s  th e  m a s te rp ie c e  of th e  w hole (guide] s e r i e s .  "20 The 
New Y o rk  T im e s  B ook R ev iew  E dw ard  L . T in k e r  re m a rk e d  th a t  th e  
book w as an " e x c ee d in g ly  w e ll p lanned and in fo rm a tiv e  guide to  th e  
m o s t  u n u su a l a n d  p ic tu re sq u e  c ity  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s .  " 2 l  
M a rg a re t  P a r s o n s  in  th e  Sunday T e le g ra m  of W o rc e s te r ,  M a ss a ­
c h u s e t ts ,  sa id  th a t  upon f i r s t  seein g  th e  c ity  guide sh e  w a s  p uzz led  
a s  to  why New O r le a n s  had  a  guide book  l a r g e r  th an  so m e  of th e  
s ta te  g u id es . A f te r  re a d in g  th e  c ity  gu ide, h o w ev er, she  concluded  
th a t  th e r e  w as  "m o re  of i n te r e s t  in  New O r le a n s  th an  in  m o s t  s ta te s .  " 
The co n ten t of th is  g u id e , she sa id , could no t be  "d u p lica ted  in  any 
o th e r  guidebook . 1,22 W ritin g  in  S ocial F o r c e s . H ow ard W. Odom  
a g re e d  w ith  P a r s o n s  th a t  th e  guide w as un ique. "It w ould be  d i f f ic u l t ,11 
he s a id , "to  find  a m o re  b eau tifu l book and m o re  m o re  s te e p e d  in the  
a tm o sp h e re  of th e  an n u a l su b -re g io n a l  c e n te r  of the  N ation . " The 
guide w as "w e ll o rg a n iz e d , w ell w r i tte n , w ell i l l u s t r a te d ,  and a
20B la i r  B o lle s ,  "T he  F e d e ra l  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t ,"  The 
S a tu rd ay  R ev iew  of L i te r a tu r e  (Ju ly  9, 1938).
21E d w ard  L . T in k e r ,  "New O r le a n s  C ity  G uide, " New Y ork  
T im e s  Book R ev iew  (M ay 22, 1938).
22 M a rg a re t  P a r s o n s ,  "C ity  T hat C a re  F o r g o t ,"  Sunday 
T e le g ra m  (M arch  13, 1938).
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c re d i t  to  a l l  th o se  who w o rk ed  i t  up. "^3
The c i t y  gu ide  w as  a s  im p r e s s iv e  to  an O r le a n ia n  re v ie w e r  
a s  i t  w a s  to  c r i t i c s  a c r o s s  A m e ric a .  C lev e lan d  S e s s u m s  o f T he 
T im e s -P ic a y u n e  sa id  th a t  r e s id e n ts  of "T h e  C i ty ,"  New O r le a n s ,  
m ay  h av e  w o n d ered  w h en  v is i tin g  th e  c i t y 's  l ib r a r i e s  and  m u se u m s  
"ab o u t the  e a r n e s t  s c r ib e s  [th ey ] saw  v ig o ro u s ly  s tu d y in g  a n c ie n t  
books and d o c u m e n ts  and  c a re fu lly  m ak in g  n o te s  of th e i r  t r i p s .
On t r i p s  to  th e  r iv e r f r o n t ,  [they] m ay  h av e  n o tic e d  q u ie t ly  s e r io u s  
in d iv id u a ls  tak in g  m e a s u re m e n ts  of le v e e s  an d  w a te r  le v e l s .  " T h e se  
" s c r ib e s ,  c h e c k e r s  and in v e s t ig a to rs ,  " S e s s u m s  s a id , " w e re  
m e m b e rs  of th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  g a th e r in g  in fo rm a tio n  fo r  the  
c ity  gu id e.
S e ssu m s  b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  w a s  "one  of th e  
m o s t  v a lu a b le  and  im p o r ta n t"  of th e  W P A 's  p ro je c ts .  Saxon and  h is  
a s s i s ta n t s ,  S e s su m s  r e m a rk e d ,  " d is c h a rg e d  th e i r  s h a re  of th e  job 
w ith  a  s u c c e s s  w hich  [gave] th e  New O rle a n s  guidebook a u th o r i ta t iv e  
and p e rm a n e n t v a lu e . " A lthough  the gu ide r e p r e s e n te d  "an  im m e n se  
a m o u n t of l a b o r , "  i t  w as  " s in g u la r ly  f r e e  f ro m  the e lo y in g  [sic]
^ H o w a r d  W . O dom , " L ib ra r y  a n d  W o rk sh o p , " S o c ia l F o r c e s , 
XVI (M ay, 193 8).
^ C le v e l a n d  S e s s u m s , " S p ir i t  of New O r le a n s  C au g h t in  
New 'C ity  G u id e ," 1 T im e s -P ic a y u n e  (F e b ru a ry  27, 1938).
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p e d a n try ” w h ic h  o c c a s io n a lly  m a r r e d  "e v e n  th e  m o s t  w o rth w h ile  
e f fo r ts  in  i t s  f ie ld .  " T he g u id e, c o n tin u ed  S e s s u m s ,  spoke 
"e lo q u e n tly  of th e  d i r e c to r 's  s e le c tiv e  t a s t e ,  e d i to r ia l  sk ill  and  
s h re w d  a r r a n g e m e n t  of m a te r ia l .  " Saxon a v o id e d  " th e  e x tra v a g a n t 
s p i r i t  of th e  b lu rb i s t ,  " and  he p ro v id ed  "an  a d m ira b le  [ , ]  san e  and 
w e l l-b a la n c e d  p ic tu re  o f a  c ity  w h ich  [had] long  su ffe re d  f ro m  the 
u n d isc ip lin e d  in te r p re ta t io n s  of k in d ly  r o m a n t ic i s t s ."  T h e  gu ide, 
co n c lu d ed  S e s s u m s ,  w as "a  sp le n d id  jo b  w h ich  [b rought] c r e d i t  to  
th e  c o m p lie r s  of th e  book, to  the  c ity  and  to  th e  W PA . I t  [vas]a  
p e rm a n e n t  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  n a tio n a l u n d e rs ta n d in g  and so lid a ri ty ;  
a n  a c h ie v e m e n t of th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n c e  and la s t in g  s e rv ic e .
P e r h a p s  th e  New O r le a n s  C ity  G uide w a s  too  s u c c e s s fu l,  
a t  l e a s t  in  so  f a r  a s  p u b lic a tio n  of th e  s ta te  gu ide  w as co n c e rn e d . 
P r o je c t  o f f ic ia ls  h ad  d iff ic u lty  ob tain in g  a p u b lis h e r  f o r  th e  s ta te  
gu id e  b e c a u s e  p u b l is h e rs  f e a r e d  th a t  th e  c ity  guide rem o v e d  the  
m a r k e t  f o r  a s ta te  gu id e. ^  H a s tin g s  H o u se , h o w e v e r ,  a c ce p te d
2 ^ Ib id . T h e  F W P -L a  r e c o r d s  c o n ta in  ty p ed  co p ie s  of 
r e v ie w s  b y  o th e r  b o o k  c r i t i c s  in  th e  fo llo w in g  p u b lic a tio n s : New Y ork  
W o rld  T e le g ra m , M a rc h  7 , 1938; L o s  A n g e le s  T im e s , A p r i l  3 , 1938; 
N ew R e p u b lic ,  A p r i l  6, 1938; A m e ric a n  L i t e r a tu r e , M ay, 1938;
S o c ia l F o r c e s , M ay, 1938; S u n d ay -Item  T r ib u n e , M ay 1, 1938;
P r a i r i e  S c h o o n e r , S u m m e r, 193 8; South  A tla n tic  Q u a r te r ly , Ju ly  
1938; T he S a tu rd a y  R e v ie w , A p r i l  23 , 193 8.
2 6 " E d i to r ia l  R e p o r t  on S ta te  G uide, " Ju n e  14, 1940, L S C ol-
H T M L .
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PA G ES 194 THROUGH 197 
P IC T U R E S  IN  TH E NEW O RLEA NS CITY GUIDE
194 -O ld  S t. L ou is  C e m e te ry
195 -D e lg ad o  A r t  M u seu m
196 -K ing  Z ulu
197 -C h im n e y  Sw eeps
PA G ES 198 THROUGH 203 
DRAWINGS BY C A RO LIN E DURIEUX
198 - T o u r i s ts
199 -C e m e te r ie s
200 -T a n te  E u la lie  E t M a d e m o ise l le  M im i
201 -S h u tte r  G ir l
202 -M o th e r  C a r r i e
203 -Z e lin e  and  Jo e
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th e  m a n u s c r ip t  and  i s s u e d  L o u is ia n a : A G uide to  th e  S ta te , in  1941.
H a s tin g s  H ouse in i t ia l ly  c o n tra c te d  to  p r in t  f iv e  thousand  
c o p ie s  of th e  g u ide  a t  a  p r ic e  of $2. 50 a  copy . T he L o u is ia n a  L ib ra r y  
C o m m iss io n , sp o n s o r  of th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t ,  a g re e d  to  
p e rm i t  th e  p u b lis h e r  to  in c r e a s e  th e  p r ic e  to  $3 . 00 a copy due to  the  
" le n g th  of th e  book , " and to  th e  " r is in g  c o s ts  of pu b lica tio n  and 
„27p a p e r . " 1
The S ta te  G uide w a s  the  l a r g e s t  book p re p a re d  by  the 
L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  and  w as th e  only  one w hich  r e a l ly  d e a lt  
w ith  th e  e n ti r e  s ta te .  T he b ook  co n ta in ed  766 p a g e s , th ir te e n  m ap s , 
102 p h o to g ra p h s , t h ir ty - s e v e n  d ra w in g s , and w as d iv ided  in to  fo u r  
s e c t io n s . P a r t  one d e s c r ib e d  " L o u is ia n a : P a s t  and P r e s e n t ,"  and 
c o n s ti tu te d  ab o u t o n e - th ird  of the  book. The second d iv is io n , w ith
^ P a u l  M . H e b e r t and E s s a e  M. C u lv e r to  W a lte r  F r e s e ,  
N o v em b er 29 , 1940, F W P -L a . P a r a g r a p h  fiv e  of th e  "M em o ran d u m  
of A g re e m e n t"  b e tw e en  the  L o u is ian a  L ib r a r y  C o m m iss io n  and 
W a lte r  F r e s e  r e a d :  "T h e  P u b lis h e r  u n d e r ta k e s  to  p u b lish  th e  sa id  
w o rk  a t  h is  own e x p e n se , a c co rd in g  to  s ty le  and  sp ec if ic a tio n s  
h e re to fo re  a g re e d  u p o n . . .  a t  a  c a ta lo g u e  p r ic e  of n o t m o re  th an  tw o 
d o l la r s  a n d  f if ty  c e n ts  c lo th  s ty le .  The P u b l is h e r  fu r th e r  u n d e rta k e s  
to  p r in t  an  in i t ia l  m in im u m  ed itio n  of f iv e  th o u san d  (5, 000) c o p ie s . " 
"M e m o ra n d u m  of A g re e m e n t,  " M ay 17, 1949, ib id . A cco rd in g  to  
B a r b a ra  E . A m idon  of Houghton M ifflin  C om pany: "GUMBO YA-YA 
so ld  f o r  $5. 00 w hen i t  w as o r ig in a lly  p u b l is h e d . . .  . T h e re  w e re  fo u r 
p r in t in g s  of GUMBO YA-YA to ta lin g  1 9 ,0 0 0  c o p ie s . " B a rb a ra  E. 
A m idon  to  a u th o r ,  F e b r u a r y  22, 1974.
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147 p a g e s , w as th e  second  s h o r te s t  se c tio n  and  p ro v id ed  a  h is to r y  
of s ix te e n  to w n s . T he lo n g es t d iv is io n , w ith  301 p a g e s , w a s  th e  
th ir d ,  an d  c o n s is te d  of to u r s  th ro u g h  th e  s ta te .  The l a s t  d iv is io n , 
w ith  on ly  s ix ty -o n e  p a g e s , w as th e  s h o r te s t ,  and  w as  m ad e  up of a 
g lo s s a ry  of w o rd s , a  ch ro n o lo g y  of th e  h i s to r y  of th e  s ta te ,  a 
b ib lio g ra p h y  of w o rk s  a b o u t th e  s ta t e ,  a  1940 p o pu lation  c e n su s  of 
L o u is ia n a  to w n s , and  an index . ^ 8
28M any of th e  c h a p te r  t i t l e s  of th e  S ta te  G uide w e re  s im i la r  
to  th o s e  in  th e  C ity  G uide, a s  th e  fo llow ing  in d ic a te s :
T he p ic tu re s  in  th e  s ta te  gu ide w e re  g e n e ra l ly  of good
New O r le a n s  C ity  Guide L o u is ia n a : A G uide to  th e  S ta te
N a tu ra l  S e tting  
Hi s to r y  
G o v ern m en t 
R a c ia l  D is tr ib u tio n  
C o m m e rc e , In d u s try , and
N a tu ra l  S etting
H is to ry
G o v ern m en t
R a c ia l  D is tr ib u tio n
C o m m e rc e , In d u s try , and
L a b o r
T ra n sp o r ta t io n
F o lk w ay s
S ocial L ife  and Social
L a b o r
T ra n sp o r ta t io n
F o lk w ay s
S o cial L ife  and S oc ial
W e lfa re
E d u ca tio n
R e lig io n
S p o rts  and R e c re a tio n
A r ts  and C ra f ts
L i te r a tu r e
T h e a te r
M usic
A rc h ite c tu re
S cien ce
C re o le  C u is in e
W e lfa re
E d u c a tio n
R e lig io n
S p o rts  and  R e c re a tio n  
A r t
L i te r a tu r e  
The T h e a te r  
M usic
A r c h ite c tu r e
S c ien ce
C u is in e
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q u a lity  b u t w e re  n o t  a lw a y s  p lac e d  to  i l l u s t r a te  th e  e s s a y  in  w hich  
th e y  w e re  lo c a te d . F o r  e x a m p le , th e  p ic tu r e s  t i t le d ,  "Som e 
P la n ta t io n  H o m es , 11 w e re  in s e r te d  in  th e  s e c tio n  of l i t e r a tu r e  r a th e r  
th an  in  th e  e s s a y  a b o u t a r c h i te c tu re ,  29 an<j th e  p ic tu r e s  t i t le d ,  
" A g r ic u l tu r e ,"  w e re  p lac e d  in  th e  d is c u s s io n  of r e l ig io n . 30 O ne 
p ic tu re  of a  " s u g a r  m i l l  n e a r  J e a n e r e t te ,  " show ed m o re  of th e  m i l l 's  
s m o k e s ta c k s  th an  of th e  m il l .  3 1
A lthough th e  book w as  su p p o sed  to  b e  a  guide to th e  s ta te ,  
m o re  e m p h a s is  w as g iv en  to  New O rlea n s  th an  to  an y  o th e r  c ity .
The guide n o ted  th a t  "o n ly  abou t h a lf  of th e  p eo p le  of L o u is ia n a  [w ere] 
C a th o lic s ,  " b u t devo ted  a lm o s t  tw ic e  a s  m an y  p a g e s  to  C a th o lic s  a s  
to  P ro te s ta n t s ,  and a lm o s t  no sp ace  to J e w s . 32 p h e  guide a ls o  
d isc u s s e d  South L o u is ia n a  m o re  th an  N o rth  L o u is ia n a . E q u a lity  of
2 9 \V o rk ers  of th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o g ra m  of th e  W ork  P r o je c t s  
A d m in is tra t io n  in  th e  S tate  of L o u is ia n a , L o u is ia n a : A G uide to  th e  
S ta te  (New Y o rk , 1941), 188-89 . A u th o r c ite d  h e re in a f te r  a s  
L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t .
30Ib id . , 1 26-27 .
31J b id . , 127.
32Ib id . , 129.
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t r e a tm e n t  w a s  n o t one of th e  f e a tu r e s  of th e  s ta te  g u id e . ^
Som e s e c t io n s  of th e  gu ide g av e  e v id e n c e  of a n  a s s e m b ly  
lin e  p ro d u c tio n , e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  r e p e tit io n  o f in fo rm a tio n . T he 
in tro d u c tio n  in fo rm e d  th e  r e a d e r  th a t  L o u is ia n a  r e s e m b e d  th e  sh ap e  
of a  b o o t. " If  you w ill  look  a t  a m ap  y o u  w ill  se e  th a t  L o u is ia n a  
r e s e m b le s  a  boot w ith  i t s  f ra y e d  to e  d ipping  in to  th e  G ulf of 
M e x ic o . " ^  F o u r  p ag es  a f te r  th is  s ta te m e n t th e  f a c t  a g a in  w as
^ O n e  N o rth  L o u is ia n ia n  w a s  d i s t r e s s e d  th a t  h is  n a m e  w a s  
n o t m en tio n ed  in  th e  S ta te  G uide. Two y e a r s  a f te r  th e  b o o k 's  
a p p e a ra n c e ,  R . S. T h e r io t ,  a p p a re n t ly  of th e  S h re v e p o r t  a r e a ,  d i s ­
c o v e re d  th a t  h is  n a m e  w as  n o t l is te d  in  the  g u id e . He th ough t i t  
should  have b een  in c lu d e d  b e c a u s e  he  a l le g e d ly  p ro v id ed  p r o je c t  
w o r k e r s  w ith  so m e  in fo rm a tio n . He v ig o ro u s ly  p ro te s te d  th is  o m is ­
sio n  to  B e r th a  M ae K e lly , A s s i s ta n t  D is tr ic t  S u p e rv is o r ,  S h re v e p o r t .  
S ta te  D i r e c to r  of the  S e rv ic e  D iv is io n , C la r ic e  H. R ougeou  in fo rm e d  
Saxon of T h e r io t 's  c o m p la in t and  n o ted  th a t T h e r io t  had  "b e e n  m ak in g  
a lm o s t  d a ily  v i s i t s  to  th e  S h re v e p o r t  o ffice  to  d e te rm in e  w h a t w e a r e  
go ing  to  do to  c o r r e c t  th is  s itu a tio n . . . . "
Saxon r e fu s e d  to  b e c o m e  u p s e t  by  T h e r io t 's  p r o te s ta t io n s .
He to ld  M rs .  R ougeou  th a t  he  n e v e r  h e a rd  of T h e r io t ,  b u t f e l t  
T h e r io t  w as u p se t  b e c a u s e  he " d id n 't  g e t  h is  n a m e  in  th e  G u id e . "
A s f a r  a s  th e  " v a lu a b le  m a te r ia l"  h e  w a s  su p p o sed  to  h a v e  c o n tr ib u te d  
to  th e  p ro je c t,  Saxon n o ted  th a t  th e  m a te r ia l  a p p e a re d  in  a c e n te n n ia l  
e d itio n  of a S h re v e p o r t  p a p e r  "so  i t  b e c am e  an y b o d y 's  m a te r ia l  a f t e r  
t h a t ."  Saxon o b s e rv e d  th a t  i t  se e m e d  "odd" th a t  T h e r io t ,  who 
c la im e d  to  b e  v i ta l ly  i n te r e s te d  in  lo c a l  h i s to r y ,  "w a ite d  tw o  y e a r s  
to  r e a d  th e  L o u is ia n a  G uide. " A lth o u g h  " th o u sa n d s  of p e rs o n s  
c o n tr ib u te d  in fo rm a tio n  fo r  th e  G uide , " Saxon s a id , " T h e r io t 's  
c o m p la in t  w a s  the  f i r s t  one of i t s  k ind  he  had e v e r  re c e iv e d .
C la r ic e  H. R ougeou  to  L y le  S axon , A p r il  29, 1943, in  TUA; L y le  
Saxon to  C la r ic e  H. R ougeou, A p r il  30 , 1943, L S C o l-H T M L .
■ ^ L o u is ian a  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t ,  L o u is ia n a : A G uide to  th e
S ta te , 3.
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m en tio n ed : "L o u is ia n a , shap ed  lik e  a  b o o t, w ith  th e  toe  po in tin g  
e a s t w a r d . . .  . "3 5  in  l e s s  th an  n in e ty  p a g e s  th e  gu ide m en tio n ed  
fo u r  t im e s  th a t  L o u is ia n a  h ad  th re e  d e e p  w a te r  p o r ts ;  on page  x x iii ,  
"W a te rw a y s : 3 d e e p -w a te r  p o r ts ,  New O r le a n s ,  B aton  R o u g e , and  
L a k e  C h a r le s ; "  on page s ix ty -e ig h t ,  "S h ips  f ro m  e v e ry  s e a p o r t  in  
th e  w o rld  e n te r  th e  S ta te ’s th r e e  d e e p -w a te r  p o r ts - -N e w  O r le a n s ,  
B aton  R o u g e , and L a k e  C h a r le s ;"  on p age  se v en ty -e ig h t: " S te a m ­
sh ip s  f ro m  e v e ry  q u a r te r  of th e  g lobe  e n te r  th e  S ta te 's  th re e  
d e e p -w a te r  p o r ts - -N e w  O r le a n s , B ato n  R ouge , and L ake C h a r le s ; "  
and  on page e ig h ty - fo u r :  " L o u is ia n a 's  4 ,7 9 4  m ile s  of n av ig ab le  
w a te rw a y s  and i ts  th re e  d e e p -w a te r  p o r ts - -N e w  O r le a n s , B a to n R o u g e , 
and L ak e  C h a r le s .  . .  . "36
In a d d it io n  to  r e p e t i t io n ,  th e  gu ide c o n ta in ed  se c tio n s  th a t  
w e re  p ro b a b ly  too te c h n ic a l  f o r  th e  g e n e ra l  r e a d e r .  T h ese  se c t io n s  
u n d o u b ted ly  w e re  w r i t te n  b y  s p e c ia l i s ts  r a t h e r  th an  p ro je c t  w o rk e r s  
and  w e re  in ten d ed  fo r  s p e c ia l i s ts  r a th e r  th an  fo r  th e  g e n e ra ]  r e a d e r .  
A lthough  su ch  s e c t io n s  w e re  u n d en iab ly  a u th o r i ta t iv e ,  th e y  w e re  a ls o  
la b o re d  and d u ll. W hile the  g u id e  h ad  to  a p p e a l to w ide i n te r e s t s  
am o n g  r e a d e r s ,  i t  is  doubtfu l th a t  e v e ry  se c tio n  w as eq u a lly  a s
3 5Ib id . , 7.
3 6 jb id . , x x x iii , 68 , 78, 84.
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in te r e s t in g  to  th e  re a d in g  p u b lic . F o r  e x a m p le , n o t e v e ry  r e a d e r  
•was i n te r e s te d  in  the  f a c t  th a t  th e  " p ile a te d  w o o d p e c k e r"  w as a 
"co m m o n  in h a b ita n t  of th e  sw am p s  of L o u is ia n a , " o r  th a t  in  th e  
s u m m e r  one could  find  " th e  y e llo w -b ille d  c u ck o o , and a n u m b er  of 
s m a l le r  b i rd s ,  am ong  th e m  th e  A c a d ian  f ly c a tc h e r ,  w h ite -e y e d  
v i re o ,  and  hooded p ro th o n o ta ry  w a r b le r s .
Som e of th e  in fo rm a tio n  in th e  s ta te  guide could have  
a p p e a re d  in  s c h o la r ly  s c ie n tif ic  j o u rn a l s ,  su c h  a s  the  fo llow ing 
d e s c r ip t io n  of the  s ta t e 's  su b so il fo u n d atio n s:
A s  th e  s tu d y  of m ic ro fa u n a  and m ic ro fo s s i ls  
h a s  p ro g re s s e d ,  te n ta tiv e  zo n es  h av e  b een  s e t  up 
w ith in  th e  F le m in g , su c h  a s  th e  P o ta m id e s  m a ts o n i  
and  R ang ia  jo h n so n i z o n e s . . .  .
L i t t le  i s  known ab o u t th e  P l io c e n e , w h ich  l ie s  
b e tw een  th e  F le m in g  and th e  P le is to c e n e .  I n te r ­
p re ta tio n  is  r e n d e re d  d iff ic u lt  b e c a u se  the  only 
d e s c r ib e d  P l io c e n e  m ic ro fa u n a  a v a ila b le  fo r  
c o r r e la t io n  i s  a s m a l l  o n e  f ro m  the c o m p a ra tiv e ly  
th in  C a lo o sah a tc h ee  m a r l  of so u th e rn  F l o r i d a .  ^8
T h e re  w e re  c e r ta in  s im i l a r i t i e s  of th e  s ta te  guide to  the
c ity  g u id e , e s p e c ia lly  in  th e  d is c u s s io n s  of tw e n tie th -c e n tu ry
^ I b i d .  , 27. A c c o rd in g  to  B e rn a rd  D eV oto, "m o s t of th e  
sc ie n tif ic  ones [e ssa y s]  w e re  w r i tte n  by  p eo p le  who w e re  not 
co n n ec ted  w ith  th e  p ro je c t  a t  a l l ,  c o lle g e  p r o fe s s o r s  and o th er e x p e r ts  
who gave th e i r  know ledge and  la b o r  in  a s im p le  d e s ir e  to  m ake the  
books a s  good a s  p o s s ib le .  " D eV oto, "T h e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t ."  223.
38I h id . ,  17.
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L o u is ia n a , s la v e ry ,  and R e c o n s tru c tio n , in  a  f if te e n -p a g e  h is to ry  
of th e  s ta te  in  th e  s ta te  gu ide, only  tw o p ag es  p e r ta in e d  to  th is  
ce n tu ry . One p a ra g ra p h  w a s  devo ted  to  th e  life  of H uey L ong, who, 
a c c o rd in g  to  th e  g u id e , w as " th e  S ta te 's  m o s t  c o lo rfu l  p o litic a l 
f ig u re . "39 G o v e rn o r R ic h a rd  L e c h e , w hose r e s ig n a tio n  and p r is o n  
se n te n c e  w e r e  a s  n o tew o rth y  a s  w as  h is  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  w as 
m en tio n ed  a s  fo llo w s: " R ic h a rd  W. L ech e  w a s  s e le c te d  to  su cceed  
h im  [ Ja m e s  E . Noe] in  M ay 1936. In  1939 L e c h e  r e s ig n e d , and 
E a r l  L o n g , L ie u te n a n t G o v ern o r and  b r o th e r  of H uey, c am e  in to  
pow er to  c o m p le te  the  t e r m .  "4 9
T he d is c u s s io n  of s la v e ry  in  th e  s ta te  guide w as s im ila r  
to  th e  sa m e  to p ic  in  th e  c ity  g u id e. S la v es , a c c o rd in g  to  the  s ta te  
gu ide, f a r e d  w ell u n d e r th e i r  m a s te r s :  "T hough  s la v e s  had none of
the r ig h ts  of f r e e  la b o r ,  th e i r  lo t, u n d e r  h u m an e  m a s t e r s ,  w as n o t
any  w o rs e  th a n  th a t  of N o r th e rn  m il l  h an d s of th e  sa m e  p e rio d . "41 
The s la v e  m a s t e r  "w as a ffe c tio n a te ly  know n to  h is  s la v e s  a s  'm a i t r e ,  1 
o r  'm a s s a 1. . . .  "4 ^ The p lan ta tio n  o w n e r 's  w ife  t r e a te d  the  s la v e s
39I b id . , 51.
4 0I b id . , 52.
41Ib id . , 73.
42Ib id . , 108.
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w e ll a n d  '-'gave th e m  c lo th in g , n e c e s s a r y  c o m fo r ts  fo r  t h e i r  c a b in s ,  
an d  a tte n tio n  and  a d v ic e  in  i l ln e s s  an d  tro u b le .  " 43
A c c o rd in g  to  th e  s ta te  g u id e , b o th  s la v e s  and  th e i r  m a s t e r s  
en joyed  p lan ta tio n  l ife ,  w h ich  w as " v e ry  g ay  a t  t im e s .  " S lav es  
" w e re  a llo w ed  to  h av e  b a lls  o r  d a n c es  of th e i r  own, an d  in  g e n e ra l  
w e re  w e ll t r e a te d .  I t  w a s  to  the  eco n o m ic  a d v a n ta g e s  of th e  p la n te r  
to  k e e p  h is  w o r k e r s  in  good co n d itio n . 1,44
L ik e  th e  c ity  g u id e , th e  s ta te  g u ide  to ld  of th e  a lle g e d  h o r r o r s  
of R e c o n s tru c tio n  in  L o u is ia n a , a s  th e  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t  in d ic a te d :
T h e  S ta te  bonded debt in c r e a s e d  f ro m  
$ 1 0 ,0 0 0 , 000 to  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  w ith in  e ig h t y e a r s ,  
t a x e s  ro s e  450 p e r  c e n t,  a s in g le  s e s s io n  of 
the  le g is la tu re  c o s t  $ 9 0 0 ,0 0 0 , and th e  p ro c e e d s  
of a pu b lic  sch o o l fund w e re  d iv id ed  am ong  
e m b e z z le r s .  P u b lic  a f f a ir s  w e re  c o n tro l le d  by 
'c a r p e tb a g g e r s ,  1 N o rth e rn  fo rtu n e  h u n te r s  who 
b lo ck ed  in to  the  South d u r in g  R e c o n s tru c tio n  to  
tak e  ad v a n ta g e  of the  c o n fu sio n , and N e g ro e s  
o rg an iz e d  in  Union L e a g u e s  d i re c te d  by  w h ite s .
F ew  n a tiv e  w h ite  L o u is ia n ian s  had an y  v o ice  in  
g o v e rn m e n ta l a f f a i r s .  43
T he s ta te  guide w as  the  m o s t  e n c y c lo p e d ic  of th e  t h r e e  m a jo r  
m a jo r  p u b lic a tio n s  of the  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t .  I t  w a s  n o t the 
ty p e  of book , h o w e v e r , re q u ir in g  m uch  c re a t iv i ty  b y  the  p r o je c t
^ 3Ib id .
44I b id . , 109-110.
4 5 lb id . , 4 8 -4 9 .
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w o r k e r s .  S axon w as  a w a re  of th is ,  and  th u s  e s ta b l is h e d  a p ro je c t  
m o re  c h a lle n g in g  to  h is  w r i te r s .  T h is  p ro je c t ,  th e  m o s t  c re a tiv e  
one of th e  t h r e e  m a jo r  p u b lic a tio n s  w as  th e  f o lk lo re  b o o k , Gumbo 
Y a -Y a . 46
T h e  fo lk lo re  book w a s  id e a l ly  su ite d  fo r  th e  L o u is ia n a  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t .  Saxon w as an  a u th o r i ty  on th e  h i s to r y  of L o u is ia n a , 
e s p e c ia l ly  on  th e  fo lk lo re  of th e  s ta te .  He d e v is e d  the  p lan  fo r  the  
book, o rg a n iz e d  a s s ig n m e n ts  on i t ,  w ro te  m o s t  of th e  s to r i e s  in  th e  
book, d id  m o s t  of th e  ed itin g  o f th e  boo k , and  saw  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  
th ro u g h  to  i t s  p u b lic a tio n .
In a d d itio n  to  b e in g  a m o re  c re a t iv e  a s s ig n m e n t th an  the  
g u id es , th e  fo lk lo re  m a n u s c r ip t  b e c a m e  th e  id e a l  m ed iu m  in  w hich  
Saxon could  e x p re s s  h is  h i s to r ic a l  c o n c e p ts  ab o u t L o u is ia n a . The 
fo lk lo re  b o o k , th en , w as so m eth in g  of a c o m m e n ta ry  on th e  g u id es .
Saxon t r i e d  to  h av e  th e  fo lk lo re  m a n u s c r ip t  p u b lish ed  by 
th e  t im e  h e  c lo se d  th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t .  S e v e ra l  of h is  
l a s t  l e t t e r s  a s  D ire c to r  p e r ta in e d  to  th e  fo lk lo re  b o o k . In  O c to b e r,  
1942, he  in fo rm e d  a  M is s  L a n d e s  th a t  th e  " fo lk lo re  book  [w as] going 
to  be r a th e r  good, " and th a t  he  w a s  "do ing  th e  f in a l  ed itin g "  on i t .  4 ^
4 ^ In te rv ie w  w ith  C a ro lin e  D u rieu x , J a n u a r y  27, 1974.
4 ^L y le  Saxon to  M iss  L a n d e s , O c to b e r 8, 1942, L SC ol-
HT M L .
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A few  w e e k s  la te r  he w ro te  L e e  B a r k e r ,  New Y o rk  e d ito r  of Houghton 
M ifflin , th a t  he "w ould c e r ta in ly  lik e  to  g e t  th e  F o lk lo re  b ook  ou t"  
b e fo re  c lo s in g  th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ’ P r o j e c t ."  " P e r s o n a l ly ,  " sa id  
Saxon, " I  th in k  i t  i s  o u r m a s t e r p i e c e . ,  .a n d  I  would r a t h e r  have  
H o u g h to n -M ifflin  p u b lish  i t  th an  an y  o th e r  p u b lish in g  h o u se . " Saxon 
sa id  th a t  a lth o u g h  s e v e ra l  p u b l is h e rs  w e re  in te r e s te d  in  the  book, 
h e  did n o t have  " tim e  to fo o l a ro u n d  now, w ith  th e  WPA fo ld ing  up 
u n d e r  [him ] . " He r e m a rk e d  th a t  h e  h ad  a u th o r i ty  to  do w ith  th e  
m a n u s c r ip t  a s  h e  w ish e d , and  th a t  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  w as f in is h e d , 
e x c ep t f o r  th e  in tro d u c tio n  w hich  he p lan n ed  to  w r i te .
The im p o r ta n c e  of th e  fo lk lo re  book to  Saxon w as f u r th e r  
re v e a le d  in  h is  l e t t e r  of M a rc h , 1943, to  P a u l B ro o k s of Houghton 
M ifflin . Saxon said : "I 'v e  put a good d ea l of m y se lf  in to  th is  book
and i t  i s  m y p e t. I m ea n  I c o n s id e r  i t  m o re  im p o r ta n t ,  in  i t s  w ay , 
th an  th e  G uide B oo k s, f o r  i t  i s  th e  u n d e r - th e - c r u s t  w o rld  of 
L o u is ia n a  th a t  nobody h a s  w r i tte n  of b e fo re .  " Saxon a ls o  r e m a rk e d  
ab o u t th e  w o rk  he had done on th e  m a n u s c r ip t  an d  the  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  
he  had  f o r  i t :  "A s I a m  th e  l a s t  one le f t  who know s any th ing  abou t
a ll  t h i s ,  I 'l l  h av e  to  tak e  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  the  p u b lica tio n .
^ L y l e  Saxon to  L e e  B a r k e r ,  D e c e m b e r  8, 1942, ib id .
4 9Lyie Saxon to  P a u l  B ro o k s , M a rc h  5 , 1943, ib id .
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A lthough  Saxon s a id  th a t  he had m o s t  of th e  m a n u s c r ip t  
r e a d y  fo r  p u b lica tio n  when th e  P r o je c t  ended on Ja n u a ry  1, 1943, 
i t  w as  no t p u b lish ed  u n til  th e  f a l l  of 1945. D u rin g  th is  tw o -y e a r  
i n te r v a l  Saxon c o n s ta n tly  sough t to  g e t th e  fo lk lo re  book p u b l i s h e d . ^
A f te r  c lo s in g  th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ’ P r o je c t ,  Saxon w en t 
to  W ash in g to n  to  w o rk  in  th e  C e n tra l  O ffice . F o r  s ix  m o n th s  he 
tr a v e le d  a c r o s s  A m e ric a  w r i tin g  f in a l r e p o r t s  on m an y  WPA p r o je c ts .  
The w o rk , he  s a id , l i t e r a l ly  a lm o s t  k i lle d  h im , and  w hen he  r e tu r n e d  
to  L o u is ia n a  in m id - 1943, he b e c am e  s e r io u s ly  i l l .  H is ra p id ly  
d e te r io r a t in g  h e a lth , f re q u e n t  o p e ra t io n s , and ex ten d ed  p e r io d s  of 
h o s p ita liz a tio n  d ra in e d  h im  of h is  e n e rg ie s  and  h is  incom e; ye t 
S ax o n 's  i n te r e s t  in  Gum bo Y a-Y a n e v e r  w aned .
In M a rc h , 1943, P a u l B ro o k s  w ro te  Saxon about th e  fo lk lo re  
m a n u s c r ip t .  " F i r s t  of a l l ,  " sa id  B ro o k s , " le t  m e say  th a t you have 
done a m ag n if ic e n t jo b . T h is  i s  one of th e  m o s t  ex c itin g  and h e a r t ­
w a rm in g  m a n u s c r ip ts  th a t  we h av e  se e n  in  m an y  a long day . . .  F o r  a 
co m b in a tio n  of s c h o la rsh ip  and jo ie  de v iv re , i t  h as  few  e q u a ls . "
The b o o k , h e  o b se rv e d , would be v e ry  e x p e n siv e  to  p u b lish , p ro b a b ly  
due to  the  s h o r ta g e  of p a p e r  d u r in g  w a r tim e  and to the  q u a lity  of
®®Lyle Saxon to  L e e  B a r k e r ,  D e c e m b e r  8 , 1942, ib id .
^ *Lyle Saxon to  P a u l B ro o k s , M arch  5 , 1943, and Ju ly  27, 
1944, ib id .
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p a p e r  r e q u ir e d  fo r  th e  b o o k 's  p ic tu re s  and  d raw in g s . ^2
B ro o k s  a ls o  sa id  th a t  he w an ted  to  p lac e  S ax o n 's  n a m e  on 
th e  t i t le  p a g e . T h is , he fe lt , w as  im p o r ta n t  "both  f ro m  the  poin t 
of v iew  of j u s t ic e  to  [Saxon] and  p ro m o tio n  of the  book. " B ro o k s , 
h o w e v e r , did n o t l ik e  th e  t i t le ,  "Gum bo Y a-Y a, " fo r  i t  w as  " th e  
s o r t  of t i t l e ,  " h e  s a id , " th a t w ould  m ak e  so m e  w ou ld -b e  p u r c h a s e r s  
f e e l  r a th e r  s i l ly  if  th e y  a sk ed  fo r  th e  book  in  the  book s to re .  " The 
t i t le  w ould  n o t "do th e  book ju s t ic e .  " N or did h e  lik e  the s u b ti tle ,
"  A  C o lle c tio n  of L o u is ia n a  F o lk  T a le s . " B ro o k s  p r e f e r r e d  to h av e  
th e  s u b title  say  th a t  th e  book w as  a c o lle c tio n  o f s to r ie s  abou t th e  
r e s id e n ts  of New O rle a n s  b e c a u se  he  f e l t  th is  would r e s u l t  in  a 
b e t te r  "d raw in g  c a r d . . . t o  the  c o u n try  a t  l a r g e .  " B ro o k s  a ls o  w an ted  
to  av o id  the  w o rd  " fo lk lo re "  in  th e  t i t le  b e c au se  it  had "too m an y  
a c a d e m ic  c o n n o ta tio n s . " 33
In F e b r u a r y ,  1944, B ro o k s  r e c e iv e d  a l e t t e r  p e rta in in g  to  
the  fo lk lo re  book f ro m  Saxon, D re y e r ,  and T a lla n t .  Saxon w as to o  
i ll  to  w r i te  th e  l e t t e r  b u t n o t so  s ic k  th a t  h e  cou ld  not d isc u s s  the  
book. The th r e e  w r i te r s  to ld  B ro o k s  th a t  th e  in tro d u c tio n  and  f in a l  
c h a p te r s  of "G um bo Y a-Y a" had  b een  c o m p le te d . The a u th o rs  a sk ed  
h im  to  a r r a n g e  the c h a p te r s  so  th a t  the  one on th e  C re o le s  cam e
^ P a u l  B ro o k s  to  L y le  Saxon, M a rc h  24 , 1943, ib id .
53Ib id .
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f i r s t  and th e  c h a p te r  abou t the  C ajuns  fo llow ed  i t .  T hey  p r e f e r r e d ,  
ho w ev er, to  s u b s ti tu te  "B ayou  F o lk "  f o r  th e  w o rd  "C a ju n s . 11 The 
o th e r  c h a p te r s ,  th e  w r i te r s  s a id , cou ld  b e  a r r a n g e d  in  a n y  m an n e r  
B ro o k s  w ish e d . T hey  p r e f e r r e d  th a t  B ro o k s  "u se  R o land  D u v e rn e t 's  
ja c k e t  and f ro n t is p ie c e  r a th e r  th an  th e  ja c k e t  by C a ro lin e  D u rieu x .
The a u th o r s  a ls o  to ld  B ro o k s  th a t  th e  " t i t le  Gum bo Y a-Y a 
[ should] b e  r e ta in e d .  " T h is  t i t le  w as a c c e p ta b le ,  th e y  co n c lu d ed , fo r  
th ey  had  su b m itte d  i t  to  " so m e  one h u n d red  p eo p le  and  of th o se  80% 
have  a p p ro v e d  i t .  " The la t t e r  w e re  n o t, th e y  po in ted  out, " C re o le s  
o r  C ajuns b u t  o rd in a ry  r e a d e r s .  " The t i t le  w as  "good enough fo r  
p e r  h ap s  n a tio n a l ad ap tio n . " The su b ti tle ,  h o w e v e r , "w as s e c o n d a ry ,"
55so the  p u b lish e r  cou ld  u s e  any su b title  he p r e f e r r e d .
The l a s t  in s t ru c t io n  the a u th o rs  gave  B ro o k s  c o n cern ed  
a u th o rsh ip  of th e  fo lk lo re  book. Speaking fo r  Saxon, D re y e r  and  
T a lla n t sa id : "T h e  e d ito r s  of th is  book a re  L y le  Saxon, E dw ard  
D re y e r  and  R o b e r t  T a lla n t .  T hey sh o u ld  be g iv en  equal c re d i t .
Saxon in s i s t s  on t h is ,  if  any  n a m e s  a r e  u sed  a t  a ll  on th e  ja c k e t ,  
the  t i t le  p a g e , o r  e ls e w h e re  in  th e  v o lu m e .
^ L y l e  Saxon, E dw ard  D r e y e r ,  and R o b e r t T a lla n t  to P a u l 
B ro o k s , F e b r u a r y ,  1944, ib id .
55Ib id .
5 6Ib id .
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By Ju ly , 1944, Saxon had s u ff ic ie n tly  re c o v e re d  f ro m  h is  
i l ln e s s  to  r e s u m e  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  a b o u t th e  fo lk lo re  m a n u s c r ip t .
He w ro te  P a u l B ro o k s  a b o u t h i s  d isa p p o in tm e n t o v e r  th e  p u b l is h e r 's  
f a i lu r e  to  i s s u e  the  book . "I can n o t t e l l  you , " s a id  Saxon, "how 
m u ch  I r e g r e t  th a t  th e  L o u is ia n a  F o lk lo re  Book can n o t b e  p u b lish e d  
im m e d ia te ly . We to o k  so  m u ch  tro u b le  w ith  i t ,  and  i t s  p u b lic a tio n  
m ea n s  so m uch  to th e  L o u is ia n a  L ib r a r y  C o m m is s io n - -a n d  to  m e . " 
R e fe rr in g  to  h is  fa i l in g  h e a lth , Saxon sa id  th a t  should  any th ing  happen 
to  h im  th e  p u b l is h e r  should  w ork  w ith  M iss  E s s a e  C u lv e r ,  E x e c u tiv e  
S e c re ta ry ,  L o u is ia n a  L ib ra r y  C o m m iss io n , fo r  sh e , s a id  Saxon, had 
"th e  a u th o r i ty  to  co n d u ct a n y  f u r th e r  b u s in e s s  w ith  th e  Houghton 
M ifflin  C om pany . ^
D u rin g  th e  s u m m e r  of 1945, Saxon a g a in  en c o u ra g e d  
Houghton M ifflin  to  p u b lish  th e  fo lk lo re  m a n u s c r ip t .  By th is  t im e
®^Lyle Saxon to  P a u l  B ro o k s , Ju ly  27, 1944, ib id . Saxon 
f u r th e r  o b s e rv e d  to  B ro o k s  th a t  a lth o u g h  h e  had  d i re c te d  th e  W r i t e r s '  
P r o je c t  in  L o u is ia n a  fo r  a p e rio d  of sev en  y e a r s ,  he  w as n e v e r th e le s s  
"a s to n ish e d  to  se e  how m u ch  m a te r ia l  w as  s t i l l  a v a ila b le  fo r  
p u b lic a tio n . " Saxon sa id  th a t  he "hope[d ] th a t  th e  L ib r a r y  C o m m iss io n  
w ould see  f i t  to  le t  h im  ed it th e  w o rk  and  b r in g  i t  out in  book fo rm . " 
The m a te r i a l ,  h e  co n tin u ed , w as  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  to  h im . "T h e  w hole 
tiling  i s  n e a r ly  m y life  w o r k ,"  Saxon s a id , "an d  I hope d to do a 
p o p u la r  h i s to r y  of L o u is ia n a , fo r  w h ich  th e r e  i s  a c ry in g  need  in  the  
P u b lic  Sch o o ls. " He fe a re d  th a t  th e  m a te r ia ls  m ig h t b e  " w a s ted , " 
o r  th a t  th e y  w ould " fa ll in to  in e x p e r ie n c e d  o r  c a r e l e s s  h a n d s . "
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P a u l B ro o k s  h ad  le f t  th e  com p an y  a n d  Saxon now c o rre s p o n d e d  w ith  
M a ry  B . U n d e r w o o d .  ^8 O nce m o re  th e  s u b je c t  of a u th o rs h ip  w as 
d is c u s s e d .  Saxon to ld  U nderw ood th a t  he  w an ted  h is  n a m e  l is te d  
f i r s t  on th e  t i t l e  p a g e , E d w ard  D r e y e r 's  n a m e  l is te d  seco n d , and 
R o b e r t  T a l la n t 's  n a m e  l a s t .  " T h e re  i s  a  r e a s o n  f o r  th is ,  " Saxon 
s a id , fo r  he and  D re y e r  "e d ite d  th e  e a r l i e r  p u b lic a tio n s  of the  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t ,  w h ile  M r. T a lla n t  w a s  a  s p e c ia l  w r i te r  who cam e  
to  u s  to  do th e  f in a l  ed itin g  on Gum bo Y a-Y a . "^9
M a ry  U nderw ood  in fo rm e d  Saxon in  A u g u s t, 1945, th a t  
G um bo Y a-Y a  w a s  r e a d y  f o r  p u b lic a tio n . She a s s u r e d  h im  th a t  th e  
n a m e s  of th e  a u th o r s  would a p p e a r  in  th e  o r d e r  he re q u e s te d .  The 
m a n u s c r ip t  w a s  f in a l ly  p r in te d  in  th e  fa l l  of 1945, a p p ro x im a te ly  
th re e  y e a r s  a f t e r  going to  the  p u b l is h e r .  ^  In N o v em b er, 1945,
^® M ary B . U nderw ood to  L y le  Saxon, A u g u st 2, 1945, ib id . 
Saxon to ld  U nderw ood: " It w as M r. B ro o k s ' d e s i r e  and  m in e  to  m ak e  
th e  book a s  a t t r a c t iv e  a s  p o s s ib le  in a s m u c h  a s  i t  w as to  r e ta i l  f o r  a 
l a r g e r  su m  th an  a n y  of o u r books p u b lish ed  h e re to fo r e .  I t w as  w ith  
th is  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  th e  L o u is ia n a  L ib r a r y  C o m m iss io n  a g re e d  to  
a  c u t in  th e  r o y a l t ie s .  The L ib ra r y  C o m m iss io n  i s  n o t p a r t i c u la r ly  
i n te r e s te d  in  th e  su m  th a t  th ey  r e c e iv e  on th e  f i r s t  ed itio n , but th ey  
a r e  e x tr e m e ly  an x io u s  to  h av e  a  book  w h ic h  w ill  do th em  c re d i t .  "
L y le  S axon to  M a ry  U nderw ood, Ju ly  3 0 , 1945, ib id .
^ L y l e  S axon  to  M a ry  U nderw ood , J u ly  30 , 1945, ib id .
^® M ary U nderw ood to  L y le  Saxon, A u g u s t 2, 1945, ib id .
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Saxon re c e iv e d  h is  f i r s t  copy  of th e  book. He to ld  D ale  W a rre n  of 
H oughton M ifflin  th a t  he w as " p le a s e d  w ith  i t ,  " and  th a t  h e  hoped i t  
"m ad e  so m e m o n ey  f o r  Houghton M if f lin -- fo r ,  a s  you know, i t  w ill 
n o t m ak e  a p enny  fo r  th e  r e s t  of u s ,  and th e  L o rd  knows th a t  o u r  
h e a r t s  a s  w ell a s  o u r  la b o r  w ent in to  i t .
A u th o rsh ip  of Gum bo Y a-Y a w as d iff ic u lt  b u t n o t im p o s s ib le  
to  d e te r m in e .  S ax o n 's  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  in d ic a te d  th a t  h is  in v o lv em en t 
w ith  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  w as e x te n s iv e , b o th  d u rin g  and  a f t e r  th e  P r o je c t .  
Saxon n o ted  a f t e r  th e  p ro je c t  ended th a t  he  w a s  f in ish in g  th e  l a s t  few  
c h a p te rs  and  th e  in tro d u c tio n . S ince D re y e r  jo in e d  th e  N avy s h o r t ly  
a f t e r  A m e r i c a 's  e n try  in to  W orld  W ar II, he could  not have done 
m u ch  w o rk  on th e  m a n u s c r ip t  d u rin g  i t s  f in a l  s ta g e s . A lthough Saxon 
in  h is  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  m ad e  r e f e r e n c e  to  D re y e r  b e in g  on lea v e  in  
New O r le a n s ,  Saxon did no t s a y  th a t D re y e r  w o rk ed  on th e  m a n u s c r ip t  
d u rin g  th is  t im e .
R o b e r t  T a lla n t  w as  n e v e r  o f fic ia l ly  c o n n ec ted  w ith  the  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  and w as l is te d  in  th e  fo lk lo re  book a s  a " s p e c ia l
k ^L y le  S axon to  D ale  W a rre n , N o v em b er 6, 1945, ib id .
In th is  l e t t e r  Saxon a sk ed  W a rre n  to  send rev ie w  c o p ie s  of Gum bo 
Y a-Y a to  so m e of th e  fo llow ing  in d iv id u a ls  an d  m a g a z in e s :  W a lte r  
W in ch e ll; S in c la ir  L ew is ; B e rn a rd  De V oto; S ta rk  Young of The New 
R e p u b lic ; H am ilto n  B a s s o  of T im e  M ag az in e ; C liffo rd  O r r  of The 
New Y o r k e r ; an d  H en ry  S e idel of S a tu rd ay  R ev iew  of L i te r a tu r e .
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w r i te r .  " S ince th e  m a n u s c r ip t  w as  n e a r ly  f in ish e d  when th e  p ro je c t  
ended , T a lla n t  could n o t have had m u c h  to  do w ith  w ritin g  i t .  Saxon 
w as p r im a r i ly  r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  w r itin g  Gum bo Y a-Y a , b u t th e  q u e s tio n  
r e m a in s  a s  to  w hy he in s is te d  th a t  D re y e r  and  T a lla n t  a ls o  be  g iven  
c re d i t  f o r  a u th o rs h ip  of the  book.
E d w ard  D re y e r  w as a c lo s e  p e rs o n a l  f r ie n d  and co lleag u e  
o f Saxon. A f te r  D re y e r  le f t  th e  P r o je c t  f o r  th e  N avy, Saxon 
co m m e n te d  th a t  th e  p ro je c t  w as fo ld in g , th a t  he w as g e ttin g  old, 
and  th a t  h e  m is s e d  D re y e r .  S ax o n 's  f r ie n d s  knew  h im  to  be kind, 
c o n s id e ra te ,  an d  u n p re te n tio u s . He p o s s ib ly  w an ted  to  e x p re s s  
g ra t i tu d e  fo r  D r e y e r 's  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  the  p ro je c t  and to  rec o g n iz e  
D r e y e r 's  w o rk  on the  m a n u s c r ip t .  ^
k^L y ie  Saxon to  P e te  [no  l a s t  n a m e  c ite d ], S ep tem b er 14, 
1942, ib id . The w a r , fa i l in g  h e a lth ,  d e p a r tu re  of f r ie n d s ,  and end 
of th e  W r i t e r s 1 P ro je c t  ca u se d  Saxon to  b e c o m e  v e ry  m elan ch o ly .
He had  m ou n tin g  h o sp ita l  d e b ts ,  h e  co u ld  n o t ge t in to  the s e rv ic e  
a f t e r  fa i l in g  h is  p h y s ic a l,  and no one w ould g ive h im  w o rk . S ev era l 
of h is  l e t t e r s  w e re  f il le d  w ith  r e m o r s e ,  a s  th e  fo llow ing one to  " P e te "  
in d ic a te s :  " I 'm  r ig h t  back  w h e re  I s ta r te d  s ix  and  a  ha lf  y e a rs  ago . . .
and  a l l  I 'v e  got to show fo r  th o se  y e a r s  is  a  th e  [sic] sad  f a c t  th a t  I 'm  
m u ch  o ld e r - - a n d  m y ey es  a r e  bad  now , an d  I 'v e  p u b lished  so m e  guide 
b o o k s . . .  A nd w h at the h e ll?  . . .  N ev e r ru in  y o u r  m id d le  a g e  in  o r d e r  
to  m ak e  th in g s  e a s ie r  w hen you a r e  o ld . I 'v e  c o m p le te ly  ru in ed  f iv e  
y e a r s ,  a n d  I 'm  n o t now  s u re  y e t th a t  th e  gam e  i s  w o r th  th e  can d le .
My life  h a s  b e e n  p r e t ty  m u ch  on th e  d ra b  s id e . M ost of the  people  
I  c a re  fo r  a r e  dead  o r  s c a t te r e d ,  and  th e  young o n es  a r e  a l l  in  the  
[ s e rv ic e ]  o r ju s t  m is s in g . .  . I 'm  ra p id ly  tu rn in g  in to  an  old m an; 
[Saxon e a r l i e r  s a id  he did n o t know how m u ch  lo n g e r  h e  w ould  live]
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A lthough  T a lla n t  w a s  n e v e r  o f f ic ia l ly  co n n ec ted  w ith  th e  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t ,  Saxon saw  g r e a t  p o ten tia l in  h im  a s  a  w r i te r .
Saxon knew  th a t  h is  s e r io u s  i l l n e s s  p ro b ab ly  w ould no t p e rm it  h im  
to  liv e  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  P r o je c t .  He d id a l l  th a t  he could 
d u rin g  th e se  r e m a in in g  y e a r s  to  a s s i s t  young w r i te r s ,  e s p e c ia lly  
T a lla n t .  Saxon c re a te d  p eo p le , a s  T a lla n t  n o ted  in  h is  in tro d u c tio n  
to  th e  1950 ed itio n  of S a x o n 's  F a b u lo u s  New O r le a n s , and  T a lla n t 
w as  one of th o se  w hom  Saxon h e lp ed  to c r e a t e .  ^  M r. M elvin  H. 
S h o r te s s ,  w ho knew Saxon and T a lla n t, a ls o  sa id  th a t  Saxon saw  m u ch  
p ro m is e  in  T a lla n t  a s  a  w r i te r ,  th a t  Saxon lo an ed  T a lla n t  m oney , and 
th a t  he t r i e d  to  get T a l la n t 's  w o rk s  p u b lish e d . *>4 Q uite  p o ss ib ly , the  
m o s t  s tro n g ly  w o rd ed  l e t t e r  Saxon e v e r  w ro te  w as on b e h a lf  of 
T a lla n t .  T h is  l e t t e r  w as  in s t r u c t iv e  a s  to  S ax o n 's  in te r e s t  in  T a lla n t  
and a s  to  S ax o n 's  r e a s o n  f o r  ad d in g  T a lla n t  a s  c o -a u th o r  of th e  fo lk ­
lo re  book. The l e t t e r  w as  a d d re s s e d  to  H. S. L a th am , V ic e -P re s id e n t
v e ry  w h ite  a s  to  h a i r ,  an d  s o r t  of on th e  h a g g a rd  s id e  s in ce  I 'v e  
b eco m e  th in n e r .  I d r in k  to o  m u ch , of c o u rs e  th ro u g h  b o r e d o m .. .
I  s e ld o m  go to  M e lro s e  an y  m o re , and  I r e g r e t  th a t  I a lm o s t  n e v e r  
go to  B aton  R ouge . " [ F i r s t  fo u r  e l l ip s e s  w e re  S ax o n 's .]
^3L y le  Saxon, F ab u lo u s  New O r le a n s  (New O r le a n s , 1950),
x v i.
64In te rv ie w  w ith  M elv in  H. S h o r te s s ,  D e c e m b e r  18, 1973. 
M r. S h o r te s s  and O ctave  L i lly  n o ted  th a t  Saxon, D r e y e r ,  an d  T a lla n t  
w e re  known a s  "T h e  T r iu m v e ra te .  "
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of th e  M acM illan  C om pany . Saxon d id n o t u s e  th e  c u s to m a ry  s a lu ta ­
t io n  of " D e a r  M r. , " b u t ju s t  " D e a r  L a th a m :"
R o b e r t  T a lla n t  h a s  show n m e y o u r  l e t t e r  to 
h im . I  c a n  h a rd ly  b e lie v e  th a t  y o u  w ro te  i t ,  
re m e m b e r in g  o u r c o n v e rs a tio n  o v e r  th e  te le p h o n e  
w hen  I  w as in  New Y ork  te n  d a y s  a g o . L e t  m e  g ive 
you a  b r ie f  re c a p itu la tio n :  T a l la n t  h a s  w r i tte n  a  
b o o k , "V oodoo in  New O r l e a n s , "  w h ich  you a r e  
p u b lish in g  in  F e b r u a r y ;  he h a s  a l r e a d y  co m m en ced  
w o rk  on a n  e x tr e m e ly  in te r e s t in g  book of t ru e  
c r im e s  in  L o u is ia n a  (I had  o n ce  th o u g h t of doing 
th is  v e ry  sa m e  th ing  m y se lf ,  and  g a th e re d  so m e  
m a te r i a l ,  b u t  I  found o th e r  th in g s  to  w r i te  w hich  
in te r e s t e d  m e  m o re ) .  T a lla n t  h a s  b e e n  w o rk in g  on 
a  g ru e lin g  jo b , and  I u rg e d  h im  to  c o m e  w ith  m e to  
New Y o rk , to  se e  you a n d  ta lk  to  you  an d  m ak e  an  
a r r a n g e m e n t  f o r  a :no n th ly  a d v an ce  of $200 (which 
i s  j u s t  enough to  su p p o rt h im  and  h is  m o th e r ) .  I t 
s e e m s  so e n ti r e ly  lo g ic a l  to  m e , fo r  h e  i s  a young 
w r i t e r  w ith  g re a t  a b il i ty ,  f in e  p e rc e p tio n  and  a 
d r iv in g  f o rc e  w h ich  m a k e s  h im  w o rk .
On th e  s tr e n g th  of m y  te le p h o n e  c o n v e rs a tio n  
w ith  you, p lu s  h is  in te rv ie w , h e  h a s  re tu rn e d  to  
New O r le a n s  an d  a t  m y  in s i s te n c e  h a s  qu it h is  jo b .
He h^d  ju s t  s e tt le d  down to  m ak in g  a  c o m p le te  
sy n o p s is  fo r  you, and he  in te n d e d  to  s ta r t  im m e d d ia te ly  
[ s ic j  on th e  a c tu a l  w r i tin g  of th e  f i r s t  c h a p te r s  of th e  
c r im e  book. I th ough t e v e ry h tin g  f s ic j  w as s e tt le d , 
and  th a t  you had  done so m e th in g  v e ry  w ise  in  b ack ing  
y o u r  own a u th o r  in  a  book  w h ich  I a m  s u re  h a s  g r e a t  
p o s s ib i l i t i e s  and  w h ich  w ill  s e l l  w id e ly . And now 
T a l la n t  h a s  r e c e iv e d  y o u r  a m b ig u o u s  l e t t e r ,  w hich  
sa y s  e x a c tly  no th ing . Do you o r  do you n o t in ten d  to  
g iv e  h im  th e  m o n ey  th a t  he n e e d s  in  o r d e r  to do th is  
w o rk , o r  d o e s  h e  have to  go a n d  g e t a n o th e r  jo b ?  If 
th e  l a t t e r  is  t r u e ,  i t  m e a n s  th a t  h e  w il l  h av e  to  put 
a s id e  h is  c r im e  book fo r  I  know fu ll  w e ll th a t  I  canno t 
w r i te  and  hold  a  jo b  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e .  N e ith e r  can  h e . 
N e i th e r  can  you. I th in k  th a t  th is  a  s e r io u s  s itu a tio n  
and  th a t  so m e th in g  sh ou ld  b e  done a b o u t i t  a t  once, 
one w ay  o r  th e  o th e r .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
233
M ay I  s a y  in  c lo s in g , th a t  T a lla n t  h a s  w o rk e d  
w ith  m e  fo r  fo u r  y e a r s ,  a n d  th a t  h e  did m o s t  of th e  
r e w r it in g  on th e  H oughton M ifflin  book "G um bo Y a- 
Y a, " w h ich  h a s  so ld  10, 000 c o p ie s - - th e  w h o le  f i r s t  
e d i t io n --w ith in  ten  d a y s  of i t s  p u b lic a tio n . Now, a s  
y ou  know , th is  i s  a  F e d e r a l  W r i t e r s  P r o je c t  book.
N e ith e r  T a lla n t  n o r  I  g e t a  d im e  f ro m  i t .  B u t m y  
n a m e  i s  in  th e  new s a g a in , an d  T a l la n t  i s  g e ttin g  a n  
e x c e lle n t  b u ildup  b e fo re  th e  p u b lic a tio n  of y o u r  
"V oodoo in  New O r le a n s .  " L ike  m an y  good w r i t e r s ,  
T a lla n t  i s  e x tr e m e ly  s e n s i t iv e .  He w a s  v e ry  m u ch  
u p s e t  w hen  h e  show ed m e  th e  l e t t e r - - a n d  I w ish  you 
w ould r e a d  i t  o v e r  a g a in  ( ju s t fo r  fu n )- -w h ic h  w a s  
s e n t  to  h im  o v e r  y o u r s ig n a tu re .  . .
I  a m  som eb o d y  s it t in g  on th e  s id e l in e s  w a tc h in g , 
a nd  I th in k  I rec o g n iz e  a b il i ty  w hen  I  s e e  i t .  He had 
m o re  a b il i ty  th a n  an y  o th e r  one w r i te r  w ith  w hom  I 
c a m e  in  c o n ta c t d u r in g  th e  y e a r s  th a t  I m an ag ed  s ix  
s ta te s  fo r  W P A .. . . ^5
A c c o rd in g  to  th e  ab o v e  l e t t e r ,  Saxon l is te d  T a l la n t 's  n am e  
a s  a  c o -a u th o r  b e c a u s e  T a lla n t  "d id  m o s t of th e  r e w r i t in g ,"  and 
b e c a u s e  T a lla n t  w ou ld  b e n e fit  f ro m  th e  p u b lic ity  c o n n e c te d  w ith  
G um bo Y a -Y a . Saxon d id  not s a y , h o w e v e r , how m u ch  re w r it in g
^ L y l e  Saxon to  H. S . L a th a m , D e c e m b e r  18, 1945, ib id . 
Saxon w a s  i l l  w hen he  w ro te  th e  l e t t e r .  A c c o rd in g  to  one f o rm e r  
p r o je c t  w o r k e r ,  Saxon changed  d u r in g  h is  l a s t  few  y e a r s  of l ife .  
Saxon r e m a rk e d  of h i s  i l ln e s s  in th is  l e t t e r  an d  t r i e d  to  end the  
l e t t e r  on a m o re  p le a s a n t  n o te: " I  a m  v e ry  s o r r y  th a t  I  co u ld  not 
c o m e  down to  M a cM illa n 's  to  s e e  you  w hen I  w as  in  N ew  Y o rk . I 
w a s  so  i l l  th a t  I  on ly  le f t  th e  S t. M o ritz  once d u r in g  m y  s ta y . I 'v e  
b e e n  in  a  h o s p ita l  f o r  e lev en  d a y s  s in c e  I r e tu r n e d  h o m e, an d  th is  
i s  th e  f i r s t  t im e  th a t  I 'v e  s e t  m y  f in g e r s  to  a  ty p e w r i te r .  O th e rw is e ,
I w ou ld  h av e  w r i t te n  to  you b e f o r e . . .R e p e a t in g  th a t  I  a m  s o r r y  n o t 
t o  h av e  s e e n  you, and  w ith  b e s t  w is h e s  a lw a y s - -w h ic h  in c lu d e s  
M e rry  C h r i s tm a s ! "
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on th e  m a n u s c r ip t  w as re q u ir e d ,  b u t i t  w as  p ro b a b ly  v e ry  l i t t l e .
Saxon had  p re v io u s ly  m ade  too m an y  r e f e r e n c e s  to  th e  w o rk  he had 
p e rs o n a l ly  done on th e  m a n u s c r ip t ,  and  to  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  
w as f in is h e d , f o r  one to conclude  th a t  T a l la n t 's  w o rk  on th e  m an u ­
s c r ip t  w as  m o re  th an  m in im a l. W hile b o th  D re y e r  and T a lla n t w e re  
in v o lv ed  w ith  th e  m a n u s c r ip t ,  Saxon w as  the  w r i te r  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  
head in g  th e  P r o je c t 's  w o rk  on the  fo lk lo re  p ro je c t ,  and r e s p o n s ib le  
fo r  p u b lica tio n  of the  book in  1 9 4 5 .^
Gum bo Y a-Y a w as 573 p a g e s  in  len g th  and  included  p ic tu re s ,  
d ra w in g s , a n  ap p en d ix , and  a n  in d ex . T he t i t l e  m ean t "ev e ry b o d y
^^Saxon and T a lla n t  w e re  i n te r e s te d  in  s im ila r  to p ic s  a s  is  
in d ic a te d  in th e  fo llow ing c o m p a r is o n  of t h e i r  book  t i t le s :
L y le  Saxon: R o b e r t  T a llan t:
F ab u lo u s  New O r le a n s The R o m a n tic  New O r le a n s ;
Voodoo in  N ew  O rlea n s ; R eady to  
Hang: Seven F a m o u s  New O r le a n s  
M u rd e r s ; M ard i G r a s ; The Voodoo 
Q ueen: A N ovel
Old L o u is ia n a The L o u is ia n a  P u r c h a s e ; 
E v a n g e lin e  and th e  A cad ian s
L a f ite  th e  P i r a t e The P i r a t e  L a f ite  and  th e  B a ttle  of 
New O r le a n s
G um bo Y a-Y a (co m p ile r) Gum bo Y a-Y a (sp e c ia l w r i te r )
New O r le a n s  C ity  Guide 
(d ire c te d  f i r s t  ed ition )
New O r le a n s  C ity  Guide 
( re v ise d  f i r s t  ed ition )
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ta lk s  a t  o n c e ,"  and  w as  u se d , sa id  Saxon, " d e r is iv e ly  co n cern in g  a  
w o m en ’s p a r ty  w h e re  th e re  [w as] m u ch  g o ss ip . "  He w an ted  th e  book 
to  r e v e a l  th e  " u n d e r - th e - c ru s t  w o rld  of L o u is ia n a "  f o r  su ch  peop le , 
he  fe l t ,  had no sp o k e sm a n  n o r w e re  th ey  c o n s id e re d  in  p re v io u s  w o rk s  
abou t L o u is ia n a .
N e ith e r  th e  su b title  n o r  Saxon’s c la im s  fo r  th e  book  w e re  
c o m p le te ly  a c c u r a te .  The su b ti tle ,  "A C o lle c tio n  of L o u is ia n a  F o lk  
T a le s , " w as m is le a d in g , f o r  m o s t  of th e  s to r i e s  p e r ta in e d  to  
O rle a n ia n s  r a th e r  th an  to  L o u is ia n ia n s . A lso  p a r t i a l ly  unfounded w as 
Saxon’s s ta te m e n t th a t  th e  fo lk lo re  book  d e a lt  w ith  th e  poor of 
L o u is ia n a  a b o u t w hom  n o th ing  b e fo re  had  b e e n  w r i t te n .  Saxon sa id  
th a t  he " to u ch ed  on i t  h e re  and th e r e  in  [h is ]  own b o o k s , b u t n e v e r  to  
the  ex ten t th a t  [the fo lk lo re  book did],
Saxon n e v e r  c la im ed  th a t  th e  s to r i e s  in  Gum bo Ya-Y a w e re  
c o m p le te ly  o r ig in a l  w ith  him . He o b se rv e d  in  one le t t e r  th a t  " it  took  
sev en  y e a r s  to  c o m p ile"  the  fo lk lo re  m a te r i a l s .  ^9 Som e of the 
co m p iled  m a te r ia ls  w e re  u se d  e s s e n tia l ly  a s  w r i tte n  a s  a p o r tio n  of 
the  fo lk lo re  m a n u s c r ip t ,  w r i tte n  by Jo e  P o s e y , a p p a re n t ly  a p ro je c t  
w o rk e r ,  in d ic a te s :
67L y le  Saxon to  P a u l  B ro o k s , M a rc h  5 , 1943, L SC ol-H T M L .
68Ib id .
6 9Ib id .
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Jo e  P o se y G um bo Y a-Y a
P la n te r s  w e re  a m a s s in g  
f o r tu n e s  and  w e re  b u ild ing  
h o m e s —not m e r e ly  h o u se s  
b u i lt  o v e rn ig h t b u t ones th a t  
to o k  y e a r s  to  c o m p le te .
T he b e lie f  th a t  a  C re o le  
i s  of n e g ro  e x tr a c tio n  s t i l l  
p r e v a i ls  am ong  th e  ig n o ra n t  
and  u n ed u ca ted  c la s s e s  in  the  
N o r th e rn  S ta te s ,  and  am ong 
th e  i l l i t e r a t e  in  m any of the  
S o u th ern  S ta te s  a s  w ell.
T h e  t e r m  C re o le  is  ap p lied  
i n d is c r im in a te ly  to  e v e ry  one 
n a tiv e  to  the  S ta te  as C re o le  
N e g ro , an d  to  su ch  a r t i c l e s  a s  
C re o le  e g g s , e t c . . . .
T h e  m a s t e r s  a s  a  w hole  
to o k  e x c e lle n t  c a re  of th e i r  
s la v e s  and o ften  r is k e d  th e i r  
l iv e s  in  a tte n d in g  to  th e m  in 
t im e  of e p id e m ic s .
T h e  n e g ro e s  in  L o u is ia n a , 
th e y  w e re  n o t unhappy . T hey 
had g a m e s  of t h e i r  ow n and 
d a n c es  w h ich  th e y  en joyed  
im m e n se ly .
T h at th e re  w e re  som e 
c ru e l  p la n te rs  canno t be 
d en ied . They w e re  th e  e x c ep ­
tio n  an d  w e re  n o t e s te e m e d  by 
the  o th e r  p la n te r s .
T h e  o ld hom e p la c e s  w e re  
n o t b u ilt  in  a  few  m o n th s  n o r  e v e n , 
in  so m e  c a s e s ,  a  few  y e a r s ,  213
No t r u e  C re o le  e v e r  had  
c o lo re d  b lo o d . T h is e rro n e o u s  
b e lie f ,  s t i l l  com m on am ong  
A m e r ic a n s  in  o th e r  s e c t io n s  of th e  
co u n try , i s
p ro b ab ly  due to  th e  C r e o le ’s own 
h a b it of c a ll in g  th e i r  s la v e s  'C r e o le  
s la v e s ' an d  o ften  s im p ly  'C r e o le s .1
139
S la v es  w e re  v a lu a b le  
p ro p e r ty  and  th e  o w n er of any  
in te l lig e n c e  p ro v id ed  a d e q u a te ly  
fo r  th e i r  p h y s ic a l w e lfa re .  T h e  
l a r g e r  e s ta te s  o p e ra te d  h o s p ita ls  
fo r  th o se  th a t  w e re  i l l .  231-32
T h e  s la v e s  had lo ts  of fun in 
t h e i r  q u a r t e r s . . .  T hey  p layed  
g u ita r  and  u se d  a b a r r e l  w ith  a 
s k in  o v e r  i t  fo r  a  d ru m . 240
Y et, d e s p ite  th e  t a le s  of 
in h u m a n ity  of m a s t e r s  to  th e  s la v e s ,  
t h e r e  w e re  few  a c tu a l  c a s e s  of 
e x c e s s iv e  a n d  e x tr e m e  b ru ta l ity .
245
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O u r N o r th e rn  b r e th e rn  
h e a rd  on ly  th e  b a d  s id e  of 
s la v e r y  and  of c o u r s e ,  fo rm e d  
t h e i r  id e a  s of th e  in s t itu t io n  
f ro m  th e s e  r e p u b l ic a n s .  The 
s la v e  w a s  th e  m a s t e r 's  
p r o p e r ty ,  h i s  m o n ey  had  
bo u g h t h im  and c e r ta in ly  h e  
w ould do n o th in g  to  in ju r e  h is  
v a lu e  any  m o re  th a n  an y  m an  
w ould in ju re  h is  cow , h o r s e ,  o r  
a n y  o th e r  p iece  of p ro p e r ty .
T h o se  o ld  s l a v e s ! No one 
w ill  e v e r  know th e  bond th a t  
e x is te d  b e tw e en  th e m  and th e  
M a s te r  an d  h is  f a m ily .
T r e a tm e n t  a c c o rd e d  s la v e s  
v a r ie d  in  p ro p o r t io n  to  th e  
p e rs o n a l  d isp o s i tio n  of t h e i r  
o w n e rs ,  b u t s la v e s  w e re  f in a n c ia l  
i n v e s t m e n t s . . .  and p la n te rs  w e r e  
b u s in e s s  m e n  an d  c a re d  n e i th e r  to  
d e s tr o y  th e i r  p r o p e r ty  n o r  to  
h a m p e r  th e  o p e ra t io n  of th e  
e s ta t e s .  232
W ithou t a  doubt, th e  a ffe c tio n  
d i r e c te d  to w a rd  h is  o w n e r  by  
m a n y  a s la v e  w as  a  d e e p  an d  
im p e r is h a b le  th in g .70 245
Saxon a ls o  s u g g e ste d  th a t  th e  s to r e s  in  Gum bo Y a-Y a had  
n e v e r  a p p e a re d  b e fo re  in  p r in t .  P e r h a p s  th is  w as  t r u e  re g a rd in g  
co m p le te  s to r ie s ,  b u t n o t  p a r t i a l  o n e s . F o r  e x a m p le , th e  s to ry  
abou t M o th e r C a th e r in e  in  Gum bo Y a-Y a w as  a lm o s t  id e n tic a l  to  th e
^ S e c t io n s  o f a  ty p ed  m a n u s c r ip t  by Jo e  P o s e y , M ay 2 , 1941, 
i b id . ; Saxon, D r e y e r ,  and T a lla n t ,  Gum bo Y a -Y a . 213, 139, 2 3 1 - 
32, 240, 232 , 245 . P o s e y 's  s ta te m e n ts  w e re  v e ry  p ro -S o u th , and 
a p p a re n t ly  had to  b e  " to n ed  dow n" b y  S axon. One o f h i s  m o s t  e x t r a v ­
ag a n t c la im s  p e r ta in e d  to  p la n te rs :  "No f in e r  ty p e  of g e n tle m a n  h a s  
th is  w o rld  e v e r  p ro d u ce d  th an  th e  S o u th e rn  p la n te r - - a n d  c e r ta in ly  
L o u is ia n a  w a s  in  th e  g a laxy  of S ta te s .  B ro u g h t up to  f e e l  w hen he 
s tood  upon h is  p a te rn a l  a c r e s  th a t  he  w a s  th e  m o n a rc h  of w hat he 
su rv e y e d . . . h e  w a s  in d ep e n d e n t w ith o u t h a u g h tin e s s , and d e te rm in e d  
w ith o u t o b s t in a c y . . .  H e w as g e n e ro u s  w ith o u t a r r o g a n c e ,  and  h o n e s t 
w ith o u t c o n s o r io u s n e s s ,  g en ia l w ith o u t le v ity ,  an d  c an d id  w ith o u t 
ru d e n e s s .  "
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one in  th e  N ew  O r le a n s  C ity  G u id e , a s  th e  fo llow ing  c o m p a r is o n
in d ic a te s :
G um bo Y a-Y a ~
M o th e r  C a th e r in e  a lw a y s  
e n te re d  th e  c h u rc h  th ro u g h  
a  h o le  in  th e  ro o f of a  s id e  
ro o m , in tim a tin g  th a t  sh e  
w a s  se n t  dow n f ro m  H eaven  
to  p re a c h  th e  g o sp e l.
She had n o  p a r t i c u la r  u n ifo rm . 
The L o rd  to ld  h e r  w hat to  w e a r .  
O ften  i t  w a s  an  a m p le  w h ite  
ro b e  and  n u n lik e  h e a d d re s s .
A bout h e r  w a is t  sh e  a lw ay s  
w o re  th e  b lu e  c o rd  of p ow er 
and  p u r ity ,  an d  f ro m  i t  dan g led  
a l a r g e  k e y . M e m b e rs  w e re  
p e rm itte d  to  k n ee l a t  h e r  f e e t  
a nd  m ak e  w is h e s  a s  th e y  
k is s e d  th is  k ey .
She w o re  no  sh o es  on h e r  
g ro te s q u e ly  la r g e  fe e t ,  
say in g  th a t  'd e  Law d w en t 
w ith o u t s h o e s . 1
So M o th e r  C a th e r in e  le f t  h e r  
bed  and  t r a v e le d  to  h e r  b i r t h ­
p la c e  in  K en tu ck y , w h e re  she 
d ied  A u g u s t 9, 1930, tw o d ay s 
a f t e r  h e r  a r r i v a l .  She b e lie v e d  
th a t  sh e  w ou ld  b e  r e s u r r e c t e d .  
'A h 's  gonna s le e p  w h ile , * not 
d ie . D e g r e a t  God J e h o v ia , 
H e 's  c a l l in ' m e to  co m e a n ' 
r e s t  a w h ile .  B u t on de  th ir d  
d ay  A h 's  c o m m in 1 b ack ; A h ' s
New O r le a n s  C ity  Guide
M o th e r C a th e r in e  a lw a y s  e n te r e d  
th e  c h u rc h  th ro u g h  a  h o le  in  th e  
ro o f  of a  s id e  ro o m , in tim a tin g  
th a t  sh e  w as  se n t down f ro m  
H eaven  to  p r e a c h  th e  g o sp e l.
M o th e r C a th e r in e  h ad  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  
u n ifo rm . T h e  L o rd  to ld  h e r  w h at 
to  w e a r ,  and  i t  w as  u s u a lly  
s p e c ta c u la r .  One of h e r  f a v o r i te  
c o s tu m e s  w as a  v o lu m in o u s  w h ite  
d r e s s  and w h ite  c a p .
A la r g e  key  d an g led  f ro m  a  b lu e  
c o rd  tie d  a ro u n d  h e r  w a is t .  The 
m e m b e rs  w e re  p e rm itte d  to  k n e e l 
a t  h e r  f e e t  and  m ak e  w is h e s  a s  
th e y  k is s e d  th e  k ey .
M o th e r C a th e rin e  d id not w e a r  a n y  
sh o es  on h e r  g ro te s q u e ly  la r g e  
f e e t  d u r in g  th e  c h u rc h  s e rv ic e s ;  
she re m in d e d  h e r  p eop le  th a t  'd e  
L aw d w en t w ith o u t s h o e s . '
M o th e r C a th e r in e  d ied  in  1930 
b e lie v in g  sh e  w ou ld  r i s e  f ro m  th e  
d ead  a s  d id  J e s u s  C h r is t .  She 
c o n ten d ed , 'A h 's  gonna s le e p  
a w h ile , n o t d ie .  De g r e a t  Gawd 
J e h o v ia , h e 's  c a l l in ' m e  to  com e 
r e s t  a w h ile . B u t on de thud  d a y  
A h 's  gonna r i s e  a g in . A h 's  gonna 
co n tin u e  m a good w u k . '
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gonna r i s e  a g a in . A h 's  
gonna co n tin u e  m a  good 
w u k .1
T h o u sa n d s  a tte n d e d  th e  
f u n e ra l .  T he c o n g re g a tio n  
f i r s t  in te n d e d  th a t  i t s  High 
P r i e s t e s s  sh o u ld  b e  b u r ie d  
in  th e  T e m p le , th en  p lan n ed  
a  to m b  n e a r  th e  b u ild in g . 
B ut th e  c i ty  h e a lth  o ffic ia ls  
o b jec te d  and  M o th e r 
C a th e rin e  w a s  b u r ie d  in  the  
S a in t V in cen t d e  P a u l 
C e m e te ry , v a u lt  n u m b e r  
144, 4 th  t i e r . . . .
T h o u sa n d s  a tte n d e d  th e  fu n e ra l  
a t  w h ic h  m an y  fee b le  and t im o ro u s  
g u e s ts  fa in te d . T h e  c o n g re g a tio n  
o f th e  C h u rc h  of th e  In n o cen t B lood 
in te n d e d  th a t  th e  H igh  P r i e s t e s s  
should  be b u r ie d  in  th e  m id d le  of 
th e  M a n g er  n e x t to  th e  s ta tu e  of 
Jeh o v ah , b u t th e  c ity  h e a lth  
o f f ic ia ls  o b jec te d  an d  M o th er 
C a th e r in e  w a s  b u r ie d  in  th e  St. 
V in cen t de  P a u l  C e m e te ry , v au lt 
n u m b e r  144, 4 th  t i e r .  71
^ U n d erlin ed  w o rd s  in d ic a te  d iffe re n c e s  in  th e  tw o  te x ts .
T h e re  w e re  a ls o  s im il a r i t ie s  b e tw e en  Gum bo Y a-Y a and  the  
s ta te  gu id e. A d e s c r ip tio n  of the  C re o le s  w as  s im ila r  in  b o th  b o o k s, 
a s  can  be se en  in  th e  fo llow ing c o m p a r is o n :
A m ong th e m s e lv e s ,  C re o le s  
w e re  w a rm , a ffe c tio n a te , 
e x tr e m e ly  lo y a l .  La fa m ille  
w as th e  v e ry  c o re  of t h e i r  l ife , 
an d , l ik e  th e  h u m b le r  C a ju n s , 
th is  e x te n d e d  to  th e  u tm o s t  
l im its  of r e la t io n s h ip .
L ik e  th e  G re e k s ,  th e  C re o le s  
had  a  w o rd  f o r  e v e ry th in g .
F o r  th e m s e lv e s  th e y  ev en  did 
b e t te r  th an  th a t .  E v e ry  
C re o le  w a s  s o r t i  d e  la  c u is s e
A m ong th e m s e lv e s ,  C re o le s  w e re  
w a rm , a f f e c tio n a te , e x tre m e ly  
lo y a l. L a  fa m ille  is  th e  v e ry  c o re  
of t h e i r  l i f e ,  and  lik e  the  h u m b le r  
C a ju n s , th is  ex ten d s to  the  u tm o s t 
l im its  of re la tio n s h ip s .
C re o le s  h av e  a  h u m o r a l l  th e i r  
own. F o r  ex a m p le  th ey  say  th a t 
e v e ry  C re o le  c o n s id e r s  h im s e lf  
s o r t i  de  la  c u is s e  de J u p i te r - - 
a p ie c e  f ro m  th e  th ig h  of J u p ite r ;
*Lyle S axon , E d w ard  D r e y e r ,  and R o b e r t  T a lla n t ,  Gum bo 
Y a-Y a: A C o lle c tio n  of L o u is ia n a  F o lk  T a le s  (B o sto n , 1945), 210- 
211; L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t ,  New O r le a n s  C ity  G u id e , 201-202.
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de  J u p i t e r —a p iec e  f ro m  h is  fa m ily  in v a r ia b ly  one of
th e  th ig h  of J u p ite r ;  and  le s  bo n n es  f a m i l ie s . ^2
p r iv a te ly  e a c h  one con­
s id e re d  h im s e lf  a  s l ic e  of 
d e ity  of no  m ea n  p r o p o r ­
t io n s .
S e v e ra l  c la im s  Saxon m ad e  abou t the  fo lk lo re  b ook  w e re  no t 
w e ll fo u n d ed . He sa id  th a t  th e  b ook  d e a lt w ith  " th e  u n d e r - th e - c r u s t  
w o rld  of L o u is ia n a  th a t  nobody h ad  w r i t te n  of b e fo re . 11 He a ls o  sa id  
th a t  i t  w as  "a book  o f th e  liv in g  fo lk lo re  of L o u is ia n a . A s  su c h  i t  is  
p r im a r i ly  th e  w o rk  of th o se  c h a r a c te r s ,  r e a l  o r  im a g in a ry , liv ing  
o r  dead , who c re a te d  th e  fo lk lo re . " 7^
T h re e  c h a p te rs  in  the  fo lk lo re  book, "T h e  P la n ta t io n s ,"
"T h e  C re o le s ,  " an d  "T h e  S a lv es , " d id not c o m p le te ly  f it  in to  e i th e r
^^Saxon, D re y e r ,  and T a lla n t ,  Gum bo Y a-Y a , 141, 138; 
L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t ,  L o u is ia n a ; A G uide to  th e  S ta te , 94.
In  Gum bo Y a-Y a a l l  o f th e  n a m e s  of the  c h ild re n  of T h eoph ile  P o lite  
N a rro w s  s ta r te d  w ith  th e  l e t t e r  "O" w h e re a s  in  th e  s ta te  guide 
L a s tie  B ro u s s a rd  had c h ild re n  w h o se  n a m e s  began  w ith  the  l e t t e r  
"O . " A lthough B r o u s s a r d  had m o re  c h ild re n  th an  N a r ro w s , th e
L o u is ia n a ; A Guide to th e  S ta te
To. . .  w e re  b o rn  s ix te e n  c h ild re n  
n am ed  O d ile , O d e lia , O d alia , 
O live, O liv e r ,  O liv ia , O p h elia , 
O d elin , O c ta v e , O c ta v ia , Q vide, 
O n e s ia , O lita , O tta , O m e a , . . .  
O pta.
73L y le  Saxon to  P a u l  B ro o k s , M a rc h  5 , 1943, L S C ol-H T M L .
u n d e rlin e d  n a m e s  w e re  id e n tic a l .
Gum bo Y a-Y a
We c a ll  th e m  Q vide, O r i s te s ,  
O liv e, O n es ia , O theo , O d a lia , 
O c ta v e , O lite , O r is t id e ,  O d e lee , 
and  O des on.
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of th e  tw o a b o v e  m en tio n ed  c a te g o r ie s .  The C r e o le s  and  p lan ta tio n  
o w n e rs  w e r e  a n y th in g  b u t  " th e  u n d e r  - th e - c r u s t  w o rld  of L o u is ia n a . " 
N one o f th e  t h r e e  c a te g o r ie s  w e re  s u b je c ts  th a t  "nobody had  w r i t te n  
of b e fo re .  " T h e se  t h r e e  c h a p te r s  d id  n o t f i t  in to  th e  g e n e ra l  
c h ro n o lo g y  o r  s u b je c t  m a t t e r  of th e  f o lk lo re  book . T h e se  to p ic s  
w e re  o n e s  i n  w h ic h  Saxon had  c o n s id e ra b le  i n t e r e s t  an d  w e r e  b a s ic  
to  h is  lan d e rs tan d in g  of th e  p a s t,  and  to  h is  l i f e  t im e .  By in c lu d in g  
th e m  in  th e  fo lk lo re  b o o k , h o w e v e r , Saxon in a d v e r te n t ly  b u t  h o n e s tly  
t ra n s fo r m e d  h i s to r y  in to  fo lk lo re .
Saxon p r e f e r r e d  to  p la c e  th e  C r e o le s  f i r s t  in  th e  fo lk lo re  
book b e c a u s e  of h i s  b e l ie f  th a t  th e y  w e re  s u p e r io r  to  o th e r  
L o u is ia n ia n s .  He to ld  P a u l  B ro o k s  th a t  " th e  C re o le s  [w e re ]  th e  to p  
of th e  h e a p , " c o m p a re d  to  th o se  " a t  th e  o th e r  e x t r e m e ,"  su c h  a s  the  
N eg ro  p r o s t i tu te s  p a ra d in g  on M ard i G r a s .  74 Saxon f e a re d  th a t  h is  
r e a d e r s  m ig h t th in k  th a t  C re o le s  w e re  of "m ix ed  b lo o d . " He q u ick ly  
p o in ted  o u t th a t  th is  w as n o t th e  c a s e :  "No t r u e  C re o le  e v e r  had  
c o lo re d  b lo o d , " h e  w r o te ,  fo r  " C re o le s  w e re  a lw a y s  p u re  w h ite .
A ny t r a c e  of ca fe  a u  la i t  in  a  f a m ily  w as  r e a s o n  f o r  c o m p le te  
o s t r a c is m .  " A c c o rd in g  to  Saxon th e  " C r e o le s  w e re  w a rm , 
a ffe c tio n a te , [ a n d ]  e x tr e m e ly  lo y a l. " T h ey  had  an  o r d e r ly  fa m ily  in
74Ib id .
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w h ich  e a c h  m e m b e r  knew  h is  p la c e . H ead ing  th e  fa m ily  w as  th e  
f a th e r  w hose  " w o rd  w as f in a l in  a l l  m a t t e r s .  " T he "C re o le  m o th e r ,  
a lth o u g h  she  m ig h t h av e  b e e n  a  b e a u ty  in  h e r  d ay , w as n e a r ly  a lw ay s 
of g e n e ro u s  p ro p o r t io n s .  "^5
The C r e o le s  w e re  v e ry  b e n e v o le n t to w a rd  th e i r  s la v e s ,  
e s p e c ia l ly  to  th e  "M am m y " of th e  h o u seh o ld : " T h ro u g h  a l l  h e r  life  
sh e  s h a re d  th e  c h i ld r e n 's  a ffe c tio n  w ith  th e  p a re n ts .  When M am m y 
g rew  o ld , sh e  w a s  r e t i r e d ,  th e  f a m ily  s u p p o rtin g  h e r  to  th e  end of 
h e r  d a y s . A t h e r  d e a th  th e  now a d u lt  p eo p le  sh e  had  r a i s e d  , o ften  
s e v e r a l  g e n e ra t io n s ,  g r ie v e d  d e e p ly . "76
C lo se ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  C re o le s  w e re  th e  q u a d ro o n s . 
Saxon w ro te  th a t  th e  qu ad ro o n  w om an "w ould w alk  lik e  a q u een , h e r  
ch in  h ig h , h e r  j e t  b ro w s  d isd a in fu l, h e r  h an d so m e  s ilk  gown lif te d  
j u s t  th e  p ro p e r  in ch  o r  tw o f ro m  th e  c o b b le s to n e s . " A q u ad ro o n  g i r l ,  
w ro te  Saxon, h a d  r e a s o n  to  be p roud : "She w ould  be  a s  p ro u d  a s  an y  
C re o le  lad y  in  th e  c ity . And why n o t?  H e r f a th e r  m ig h t be one of
^ S a x o n ,  D r e y e r ,  and  T a lla n t ,  Gum bo Y a -Y a , 139-142.
^ I b i d .  , 143. Saxon a ls o  w ro te  in  th e  fo lk lo re  book  th a t  the  
C re o le s  w e re  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  m ak in g  New O r le a n s  u n lik e  a n y  o th e r  
A m e ric a n  c ity : " T o  th is  p a tr ic ia n  r a c e  New O r le a n s  ow es a  deb t of 
m e a s u r a b le  p ro p o r t io n s ;  th e  M ard i G ra s ,  th e  w o r ld -fa m o u s  c u is in e , 
th e  g a ie ty , th e  w hole  in t r ic a te  f a b r ic  of c h a rm  th a t  d is t in g u is h e s  the  
c ity  f ro m  any o th e r  in  A m e ric a . " 178.
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i t s  m o s t  fa sh io n a b le  r e s id e n ts ,  h e r  lo v e r ,  to  w hom  she  [w as] 
a b s o lu te ly  t r u e ,  a n o th e r ."  Not only  did sh e  h av e  a  C re o le  f a th e r ,  
an d  a C re o le  lo v e r ,  sh e  had  C re o le  c u ltu re : "She i s  w e ll ed u c a te d , 
can  r e c e iv e  g u e s ts  w ith  e leg an ce  and  g ra c e ,  and  p r e s id e  o v e r  the  
l a r g e s t  d in n e r  w ith  d ig n ity . "77
S la v es , l ik e  th e  q u a d ro o n s , w e re  a ls o  c lo s e ly  a s so c ia te d  
w ith  th e  w h ite s  d u rin g  th e  a n te -b e llu m  p e r io d . T h is  p e rio d  w as th e  
golden  age  f o r  Saxon, a n d  on th e  f i r s t  page  of th e  c h a p te r ,  "T he 
P la n ta t io n s , " he w ro te : "It i s  of th e  U topia of B e fo re  th e  W ar th a t
old S o u th e rn e rs  sp e ak . It w as h e re  and i t  is  gone. The b e s t  of a l l  
p o s s ib le  w o rld s  e x is te d  in  the  South and i t  w as d e s tro y e d . A nd, 
t ru ly ,  if m e r e ly  a p a r t  of th is  r e m e m b e re d  g ra n d e u r  once e x is te d  
in  r e a l i ty ,  L o u is ia n a  p lan ta tio n  life  m u st h av e  b een  a lm o s t
p a ra d is ia c a l .  "78
In th is  u top ia  of w h ich  Saxon w ro te ,  no c o n s id e ra t io n  w as 
g iven  to  the  s la v e s ' op in ion  of th e  p e rio d , a lth o u g h  th e y  w e re  a s  m u ch  
a p a r t  of th e  e ra  a s  w e re  th e  "o ld  s o u th e rn e rs .  " The top ic  of s la v e ry , 
h o w ev er, w as  d isc u s s e d .  Saxon f i r s t  e s ta b lis h e d  th a t  a lthough  w h ites  
owned s la v e s  d u r in g  th e  a n te -b e llu m  p e rio d , b la c k s  d id , too:
77I b id . , 158.
78Ib id . , 21 2 -1 3 .
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"T h o u g h  s la v e ry  in  th e  South  i s  u s u a lly  in te r p re te d  a s  m ea n in g  w h ite  
p e rs o n s  owning N e g ro e s , th e  U nited  S ta te s  C en su s  of 1838 show ed 
th a t  3777 f r e e  N e g ro e s  owned s la v e s  th ro u g h o u t th e  n a tio n . 11 N ot 
on ly  d id  b la c k s  own s la v e s ,  th e y  owned th e m  b e c au se  th e y  w e re  
i n te r e s te d  in  m o n e ta ry  g a in , n o t b e c a u s e  of h u m a n ita r ia n  r e a s o n s :  
" O c c a s io n a lly , i t  i s  s a id ,  a  f r e e  w om an of c o lo r  b o ugh t a s la v e  o u t 
of p ity  fo r  th e  c r e a t u r e 's  p lig h t and  out of r a c ia l  sy m p a th y , b u t in  
g e n e ra l  th e  N eg ro  m a s t e r  of o th e r  N e g ro e s  i s  rep u te d  to  h av e  b een  
the  s te r n e s t  of a l l  s lav e  o w n e rs . "79
A f te r  e s ta b lis h in g  th a t  b la c k s  a s  w e ll a s  w h ite s  ow ned 
s la v e s ,  and  th a t  b la c k s  w e re  th e  " s te r n e s t "  m a s te r s ,  Saxon th en  
rea s o n e d  th a t b e c a u s e  co m m o n  s e n s e  re q u ir e d  c o n s id e ra te  t r e a tm e n t  
of th e  s la v e s ,  th e y  w e r e ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  w e ll t re a te d .  "S lav es  w e re  
v a lu a b le  p ro p e r ty ,  " w ro te  Saxon, "and the  o w ner of a n y  in te l lig e n c e  
p ro v id ed  a d e q u a te ly  fo r  th e i r  p h y s ic a l w e lfa re . The l a r g e r  e s ta te s  
o p e ra te d  h o s p ita ls  fo r  th o se  who w e re  i l l .  " Not a l l  s la v e s  l iv e d  on 
la r g e  p la n ta tio n s , bu t even  s la v e s  on th e  s m a l le r  o nes w e r e ,  a c c o r d ­
ing  to  Saxon, w e ll  t r e a te d :  "O ften , on s m a l le r  p la n ta tio n s , the
m a s t e r s  p e rs o n a l ly  c a re d  fo r  s ic k  N e g ro e ^ . N u r s e r ie s  w e re  o ften  
p ro v id ed  fo r  s m a ll  c h ild re n  an d  w e re  c a re d  fo r  by th e  o ld e r  N e g r e s s e s ,
? 9 lb id . , 229.
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so  th a t  th e  m o th e r s  of th e  y o u n g s te rs  m ig h t w o rk  in  th e  f ie ld s .  " 
P re g n a n t s la v e s  a ls o  r e c e iv e d  e x c e lle n t  a tte n tio n : "W om en in
c h ild b ir th  r e c e iv e d  c a re fu l  a tte n tio n  in  m o st c a s e s ,  f o r  e a c h  ch ild  
i n c r e a s e d  th e  p l a n t e r 's  w e a l th .11
S la v e ry  in  th e  fo lk lo re  b ook  w a s  p o r tr a y e d  in  a m o s t  id e a l  
m a n n e r . B e c a u s e  of s la v e r y 's  b e n e f i ts ,  a  bond of lo v e  and  f r ie n d sh ip  
e x is te d  b e tw e e n  th e  m a s t e r  a n d  th e  s la v e  w hich  la s te d  th ro u g h o u t life : 
"N ew born  c h ild re n  of p la n te rs  w e re  a s s ig n e d  s la v e s  a t  t h e i r  b i r t h . . . . "  
If th e  w h ite  b ab y  w e re  fe m a le  she  w a s  a s s ig n e d  a  "M am m y " and  th e s e  
a t ta c h m e n ts  e n d u re d , th e  N e g re s s  re m a in in g  th e  g i r l 's  "M am m y" 
fo r  th e  b a la n c e  of h e r  d a y s . The w hite  m ale  b a b y  a ls o  h ad  a s la v e  
" a s s ig n e d "  to  h im  a s  a  " v a le t"  and  th e  s la v e  b e c a m e '6 n e  of the  
b e lo v ed  'U n c le s ' of w h ich  so  m u ch  h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n ."  A d eep  a t ta c h ­
m en t d ev e lo p ed  b e tw een  the  "U n c le "  and  h i s  m a s t e r ,  fo r  m an y  of the  
"U n c le s"  fo llo w ed  th e i r  m a s t e r s  in to  th e  f ir in g  l in e s  of th e  W ar 
B e tw een  th e  S ta te s .  Som e s la v e s  w e re  n o t a s s ig n e d  a t  th e  b i r t h  of 
th e  m a s t e r 's  c h ild , b u t a t  th e  w edding  of th e  m a s t e r 's  son o r  
d a u g h te r : "S la v e s  p re s e n te d  a s  w edding  g ifts  to  b r id e s  w e re  u su a lly  
pro u d  of th e  h o n o r , b o a s te d  of r a is in g  'th e  c h il lu n ' r e s u l t in g  f ro m  
th e  m a r r ia g e .  " 8 *
80Ib id . , 2 3 1 -3 2 .
81Ib id . , 232.
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Of c o u r s e  t ru e  u n c le s  c o u ld  n o t b e  s o ld , b e a te n , boug h t, 
a s s ig n e d ,  o r  s e p a r a te d  f ro m  th e i r  f a m i l ie s  a g a in s t  th e i r  w ill. N o r 
co u ld  th e y  b e  g iv en  aw ay  a s  w ed d in g  g i f ts .  T h is  in d if fe re n c e  to  
r e a l i t y ,  h o w e v e r , did n o t  d e te r  Saxon f ro m  p re s e n t in g  s la v e r y  in  
a s  fa v o ra b le  a  l ig h t  a s  p o s s ib le  b e fo re  he d is c u s s e d  th e  b r u ta l i ty  
of th e  s y s te m . Saxon w r o te ,  " T re a tm e n t  a c c o rd e d  s la v e s  v a r ie d  in  
p ro p o r t io n  to  th e  p e rs o n a l  d is p o s i tio n  of t h e i r  o w n e rs , b u t  s la v e s  
w e re  f in a n c ia l  in v e s tm e n ts  an d  a s id e  f ro m  a n y  p a r t i c u la r  v i r tu e ,  
p l a n te r s  w e re  b u s in e s s  m e n  a n d  c a re d  n e ith e r  to  d e s tr o y  th e i r  
p r o p e r ty  n o r  to  h a m p e r  th e  o p e ra t io n  of th e  e s t a t e s . " 82
A lth o u g h  m a s t e r s  d id a d m in is te r  p h y s ic a l p u n ish m e n t,
Saxon a b so lv e d  th e m  f ro m  a n y  r e a l  b la m e .  "F lo g g in g , "  he n o ted , 
w a s  n o t  a c tu a l ly  a d m in is te re d  b y  th e  m a s t e r  b u t by  "an  o v e r s e e r  o r  
d r iv e r .  " Saxon w a n te d  th e  r e a d e r  to  p la c e  su ch  p u n ish m e n t in 
h i s to r ic a l  p e r s p e c tiv e .  He w ro te  th a t  " a l l  p u n ish m e n t o f th is  p e rio d  
w a s  m o re  s e v e r e  th an  i t  is  su p p o sed  to  be now. " B la c k s , he  
c o n tin u e d , w e re  n o t th e  on ly  o n e s  t r e a te d  h a rs h ly ,  fo r  d u r in g  th e  
a n te - b e llu m  d a y s  "w hite  p eo p le  w e r e  h a r s h e r  to  th e i r  own r a c e ,  
p r is o n s ,  a s y lu m s ,  even  m e n ta l  in s t i tu t io n s ,  b e in g  r if e  w ith  
b r u ta l i ty .  >'83 .
82Ib id .
83Ib id .
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S om e s la v e s  sough t to  le a v e  t h e i r  m a s t e r s  an d  o th e rs  t r i e d  
to  r e b e l  a g a in s t  th e m . Saxon n o ted , h o w e v e r , th a t  " s la v e  u p r is in g s  
w e re  s u rp r i s in g ly  r a r e .  " U p ris in g s  w e r e  n o t in it ia te d  b y  d isc o n te n te d  
s la v e s ,  b u t b y  n o r th e r n  a b o li t io n is ts :  "B eh in d  m an y  a s la v e  u p r is in g  
w as th e  A b o l i tio n is t  f ro m  th e  N o rth , e s p e c ia l ly  a f t e r  th e  A m e ric a n  
a c q u is i tio n . A s  e a r ly  a s  1839 th e re  w a s  e v id e n c e  th a t su ch  p e rs o n s  
w e re  fo m e n tin g  d isc o n te n t am ong  th e  N e g ro e s  an d  a c tu a lly  p ro m o tin g  
d i s o r d e r s .  1,84
T he s la v e s  e v e n tu a lly  o b ta in ed  f re e d o m , b u t, a c c o rd in g  to  
Saxon, so m e  f o r m e r  s la v e s  lo n g ed  fo r  th e  d ay s  of bondage: "L iv in g
e x -s la v e s  r e m e m b e r  the  d a y  w hen f re e d o m  c a m e  w ith  conflic ting  
e m o tio n s . M o st s la v e s  w e re  co n fu sed  an d  l ik e  lo s t  c h ild re n , m an y  
ex h ib ited  s tr a n g e  r e a c t io n s  to  e m a n c ip a tio n . " Som e f o rm e r  s la v e s  
t r i e d  to  a c t  a s  i f  th e y  re m a in e d  u n d e r  th e  b e n e v o le n t c a re  of t h e i r  
f o rm e r  m a s t e r s :  "On m o s t  p la n ta tio n s  th e r e  w e re  N e g ro e s , p a r t i c u ­
la r ly  h o u se  s e r v a n t s ,  w ho w e re  fa i th fu l  to  th e i r  fo rm e r  o w n ers  an d  
r e m a in e d , o fte n  w o rk in g  e x a c tly  a s  i f  n o th in g  h ad  o c c u rr e d ,  w ithou t 
w ag es  an d  w ith o u t w an tin g  th em . " Som e e x - s la v e s  so loved  th e ir  
f o rm e r  m a s t e r s  th a t  th ey  cou ld  n o t p a r t  f ro m  th em : "M a m m ie s  
could  n o t be p r ie d  lo o se  f ro m  th e i r  'c h il lu n , 1 and  m an y  of th e  old
84I b i d . , 2 5 4 -5 5 .
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'U n c le s ' d isp la y e d  th e  s a m e  a ffe c tio n  f o r  the  w hite  fo lk  who had k e p t 
th e m  a ll  th e s e  y e a r s .  "85
Saxon t r i e d  to  p r e s e n t  a  b a la n c e d  a c co u n t of s la v e ry , but 
h e  d id so u n co n v in c in g ly . He sa id  th a t  " in  g e n e ra l ,  th e  p lig h t of 
th e  s la v e s  w as  p a th e tic . " S ax o n 's  a p p a re n t  o b je c tiv i ty  w as  d e s tro y e d  
by  h is  n e x t  se n te n c e , w h e re  th e  r e a d e r  l e a r n s  th a t  the  r e f e r e n c e  w as 
n o t to  s la v e s ,  bu t to  e x -s la v e s :  "M ost f le d  in  th e  f i r s t  w ave  of 
e la tio n  a t  th is  new  'f r e e d o m , ' and  found th e m s e lv e s  c o m p le te ly  u n ab le  
to  e a rn  a  liv e l ih o o d ."  The S ou thern  w h ite s ,  h o w ev er, h ad  c o m p a ss io n  
fo r  th e  p lig h t o f th e  f o rm e r  s lav e  c h ild re n , and  took  th e m  u n d e r  t h e i r  
p ro te c tiv e  w in g , a t  l e a s t  th e  w h ite r  N eg ro  c h ild re n , doing  so  f o r  
r e a s o n s  a p p a re n t ly  to o  obvious fo r  the  a u th o r s  to  m en tio n : " L itt le  
N e g ro e s  w e re  put in to  a s y lu m s ,  ex cep t fo r  a few  v e ry  lig h t o n es  who 
w e re  a d o p ted  b y  w h ite  f a m i l ie s .  1188
W h e re a s  Saxon p re s e n te d  th e  d e c e a se d  C re o le s  and p lan ta tio n  
o w n e rs  in  th e  b e s t  p o ss ib le  lig h t, h e  d e s c r ib e d  th e  liv ing  N e g ro e s  in  
m o s t  u n c o m p lim e n ta ry  t e r m s .  The s to r ie s  ab o u t the  N eg ro es  w e re  
no doubt r e a l ,  b u t th e  s ty le  of w ritin g  se e m e d  to  b e  b a sed  on s te r e o ­
ty p e  an d  c a r ic a tu r e .  One f o rm e r  D il la rd  P r o je c t  w o rk e r  to d ay
85I b id . , 256.
86I b id . . 257.
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i n s i s t s  th a t  a  s te re o ty p e  of th e  N e g ro  r a c e  w a s  p re s e n te d  in  Gum bo 
Y a-Y a . He sa id  th a t  th e  e d u ca ted  N e g ro e s  in  New O rle a n s  had  m ix ed  
r e a c t io n s  a f te r  re a d in g  the  book. W hile  p le a s e d  th a t  t h e i r  r a c e  w as 
f in a lly  re c o g n iz e d  in  l i t e r a tu r e ,  th ey  w e re  a ls o  f e a r fu l  th a t  th e  
b e h a v io r  of th e  N e g ro e s  in  th e  fo lk lo re  book  w ould be tak en  a s  the  
b e h a v io r  of a l l  N e g ro e s . The f o rm e r  D i l la rd  w o rk e r  sa id  th a t  he 
w as v e ry  d isa p p o in te d  w ith  the fo lk lo re  book, f o r  i t  c a te r e d  to 
s e n s a t io n a l is m  and th u s  did n o t f a i r ly  p o r t r a y  a l l  of th e  N eg ro  r a c e  
in  New O r le a n s .  ^
A n o th e r  fo rm e r  D illa rd  P r o je c t  w o r k e r ,  O ctave L illy , 
h o w ev er, d is a g re e d  w ith  th e  ab o v e  v iew  of h i s  c o lle a g u e . L illy  
s ta te d  th a t  Saxon w as not w ritin g  a h i s to r y  of th e  N eg ro  r a c e  b u t 
a h is to r y  of fo lk lo re . L illy  d id n o t c o n s id e r  the  book o ffen s iv e , 
and enjoyed  re a d in g  i t .  He in s is te d  th a t  th e  c h a r a c te r s  in  th e  book 
w e re  r e a l ,  and  it w a s , h e  sa id , "a  s lic e  of l i f e  Saxon ch o se  to  d ea l 
with."®® M rs . C a ro lin e  D u rieu x  a g re e d  w ith  L i l l y 's  in te rp re ta t io n  
of th e  book. She did no t fe e l  the book  w as an  a tte m p t a t c a r ic a tu r e ,  
f o r  th is  w a s , sh e  p o in ted  out, the  r e a l  New O r le a n s .  She sa id  the 
p eop le  d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  book a c tu a l ly  e x is te d ,  f o r  she ta lk ed  w ith
® ^In terv iew  w ith  an onym ous D i l la rd  P r o je c t  w o rk e r ,
J a n u a ry  22, 1974.
8 S in te rv ie w  w ith  O ctave L illy ,  J a n u a ry  29, 1974.
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an d  d rew  p o r t r a i t s  of m an y  of d ie m .
Gum bo Y a-Y a  had  du a l s t r a in s  of h i s to r y  an d  fo lk lo re  in  i t .  
L i l ly  saw  th e  b ook  a s  fo lk lo re  a n d , th e r e fo r e ,  n o t o ffen s iv e  to  
N e g ro e s . T h e  an o n y m o u s  D il la rd  w r i t e r  d i s a g r e e d ,  f in d in g  th e  book 
to  r e s e m b le  c a r i c a tu r e .  S a x o n 's  ten d e n c y  to  p re s e n t  th e  p o s itiv e  
f e a tu re s  of th o s e  h e  a d m ire d  and  th e  n e g a tiv e  t r a i t s  o f th o se  he  d id  
no t a d m ire  a ls o  co m p o u n d ed  th e  p ro b le m  of th e  t r u e  n a tu re  and 
p u rp o se  of th e  book. B u t w h e th e r  i t  w a s  h i s to r y  o r  fo lk lo re ,  o r  
h i s to r y  an d  fo lk lo re ,  i t  w as  a  book  w h ich  d e a lt  w ith  th e  s e a m ie r  
s id e  of l i f e  in  New O r le a n s .
The p a tte rn  f o r  th e  d i s c u s s io n  of N e g ro  l ife  in  G um bo Y a-Y a 
w a s  e s ta b l is h e d  in  th e  f i r s t  c h a p te r ,  "K in g s , B aby D o lls , Z u lu s , and  
Q u e e n s . " " E v e ry  n ig h t i s  lik e  S a tu rd a y  n i g h t , 11 th e  s to r y  b e g in s ,
"w ild  and f a s t  and  h o t w ith  s in . B u t th e  n ig h t b e fo re  M ard i G ra s  
b la z e d  to  a new  h e ig h t. " Young b la c k  w om en  t r i e d  to  a ro u s e  th e  
m en  who " sa g g e d  o v e r  th e  b a r s ,  t h e i r  e y e lid s  h e a v y  f ro m  liq u o r  
and  ' r e e f e r s . ' One w o m an  s c re a m e d  ab o v e  th e  din: ' I ' l l  do i t  fo r  
tw en ty  c e n ts ,  Hot P a p a . . .  . ' She d id a  l i t t le  t ru c k in g  s te p , r a i s e d  
h e r  d r e s s ,  'sh o w ed  h e r  lin en .
® ^In terv iew  w ith  C a ro lin e  D u rieu x , J a n u a ry  27, 1974.
9®Saxon, D re y e r ,  and  T a l la n t ,  Gum bo Y a -Y a , 1 -2 .
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The th e m e  of se x u a l a c t iv i ty  d o m in a ted  th e  d is c u s s io n  of 
N e g ro  life  in  N ew  O r le a n s .  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  fo lk lo re  book , sex  
o fte n  got th e  N e g ro  in to  t ro u b le :  "T h e  N e g r o 's  s e x  l ife  i s  a lw ay s 
g e ttin g  h im  in to  t ro u b le .  F ig h ts ,  sh o o tin g s , a n d  s ta b b in g s  a r e  
f r e q u e n t . . . .  "91 A b la c k  w o m an , C re o la  C la rk ,  t e s t i f i e d  to  th e  
p ro b le m s  sh e  h ad  w ith  a m o ro u s  m en . She c o m p la in e d  th a t  th e  
fe llo w s  c o n s ta n t ly  a sk e d  h e r  to  "p u ll  up  y o ' d r e s s .  " She co m p la in e d : 
" T h a t 's  a l l  I  cou ld  h e a r .  'P u l l  u p  y o 1 d r e s s .  P u ll  up y o 1 d r e s s . '"
She " c o m m e n c e d  w o n d e r in ' w hat w ou ld  h ap p en  i f  I 'd  p u ll up m y  
d r e s s ,  " an d  found out w hen  she  c o n sen te d  to  B u s te r  C la r k 's  r e q u e s t .  
"T h a t w a s  th e  f in a l s ,  " C re o la  la m e n te d . "W hat B u s te r  d id n 't  put 
on  m e , L aw d ! I  to ld  th a t  n ig g e r  h e 'd  h a fta  m a r r y  m e 'c a u s e  I l ik e d  
i t .  He d i d . " 92
A c c o rd in g  to  th e  fo lk lo re  book  th e  N e g r o 's  lo v e  fo r  se x u a l 
a c t iv i ty  w as a ls o  e x p re s s e d  in  h is  m u s ic .  "T o  t h e . . .  b la c k  m a n 's  
p r im it iv e  and  in n a te  p ro p e n s i ty  f o r  e x p re s s in g  h im s e lf  b y  s in g in g , 
a l l  th e  S o u th e rn  S ta te s  a r e  in d eb te d  f o r  th e i r  fo lk  m u s ic .  " Saxon 
o b s e rv e d  th a t  " p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  N eg ro  so n g s [w e re ]  e x p re s s io n s  of th e  
e le m e n ta r y  d e s i r e s  f o r  s u rv iv a l,  f o r  s p i r i tu a l  and  se x u a l  o u tle ts .  "
9 *Ib id . , 455 .
92Ib id . , 501.
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The b lu e s ,  s a id  S axon , had  "no lo fty  c o n c ep tio n  of lo v e , " b u t  
e x p re s s e d  in s te a d  " th e  s u p e r la t iv e  of th e  o b sc en e  and e x to ll[ed ] 
u n r e s t r a in e d  se x u a l  r e la t io n s .  11 N e g ro e s  c h a n te d  in  th e  b lu es  "of 
u n fa ith fu l lo v e r s  and  t o r r id  lo v e  l iv e s .  " T h ey  c o n s ta n tly  r e a l iz e d  
th a t  " y o u r  m an  o r  w om an  i s  y o u r s  on ly  a s  long  a s  you b o th  a r e  
a m u s e d . A b e t te r  lo v e r  m a y  w a lk  in  th e  b a c k  d o o r  a t a n y  m o m e n t. 1,93 
Saxon c ite d  th e  song , " ID o n 't  C a re  i f  You N e v e r  C om e B a c k "  to  
i l l u s t r a te  h is  poin t:
I  d o n 't  c a re  i f  you  n e v e r  co m e b ack ,
G et a  m o v e  on, yo u  n ig g e r  duke,
T h e r e 's  a  lo t  o f c o o n s  in  t h i s  h e re  tow n ,
So I  w o n 't  g r ie v e  a f t e r  you .
T h e r e 's  lo ts  of co o n s , I  can  b o s s  'e m  round;
B ut none w ith  t h e i r  h a ir  so b la c k .
So t r o t  a lo n g , m y  honey, you h a v e n 't  go t no  m o n ey ,
So I  d o n 't  c a re  i f  you n e v e r  com e b a c k . 94
N eg ro  w om en in  th e  fo lk lo re  book  n o t on ly  en joyed  u n r e s t r a in ­
ed  se x u a l r e la t io n s ,  th ey  a ls o  lik ed  to  f ig h t. B lanche J a ck so n  of 
P a i le t  L ane  w a s  a f ig h te r ,  and  sh e  r e c a l le d  fo r  th e  r e a n d e r  an 
e n c o u n te r  sh e  once h ad  w ith  a N eg ro  w o m an , O ctav ia . B lan ch e  an d  
O c tav ia  th re a te n e d  to  c u t e a c h  o th e r .  "W hat you  gonna d o ? "  O ctav ia  
a sk e d  B la n c h e , who r e p l ie d  th a t  she w as  "gonna knock h e ll  o u tta "  h e r .
93I b id . , 427 , 449 , 454 .
94I b id . , 454 .
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" B itc h , " r e to r te d  B la n c h e . "D o n ’t  you c a ll  m e  no b itc h , " re p l ie d  
O c tav ia . " T h a t 's  ’a c tly  w hat you i s ,  " sh o u ted  B lan ch e . "Jum p in  
th e  g u t te r ,  n ig g e r  g a l ,"  c h a lle n g ed  O c tav ia , "w e i s  gonna f ig h t . " 
B la n c h e  a c c e p te d  th e  c h a llen g e  a n d  s a id : "I w hipped out m y r a z o r  
and  she  s t a r t  ru n n in 1. R ig h t beh ind  h e r  w as m e . I done cu t h e r  
down. She s c re a m e d  lik e  h e ll  and  ju m p ed  in to  th a t  dago g r o c e r y  
and  s la m m e d  th e  d o o r p lum b in  m y  fa c e .  B ut I  w as s a t is f ie d . I 
h ad  done cu t h e r  se v e n  t im e s .  "95
In  th e  fo lk lo re  book m o st  of th e  N e g ro e s  w e re  n o t only 
a lik e  in  t h e i r  sex u a l a c t iv i t ie s ,  th e y  w e re  a ls o  s im ila r  in  p h y s ic a l 
a p p e a ra n c e s .  E ith e r  the  p ro je c t  w o rk e r s  g a th e r in g  th e  fo lk lo re  
d a ta  only  saw  f a t  o r  u n u su a lly  th in  N e g ro e s , o r  Saxon em ployed a 
s ty le  to  m ak e  th e  N e g ro e s  a p p e a r  m o re  c o lo r fu l.  M any of the  
N e g ro e s  he d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  fo lk lo re  book w e re  v e ry  h eav y  o r  l ig h t, 
w o re  b r ig h t  c o lo re d  c lo th e s , p e r s p i r e d  p ro fu se ly , and had  b ig  e y e s , 
pink  to n g u e s , and w hite  te e th . Som e of th e m  a ls o  had n a m e s  r e la t in g  
to  c o lo r ,  su c h  a s  "C re o la , " "B la n ch e , " "W h ite , " and "G reen . "
T h e re  w e re  m any  e x a m p le s  of a p p a re n t  c a r ic a tu r e  in  G um bo 
Y a -Y a . F o r  e x a m p le , M arth a  W hite  " ro lle d  h e r  du sk y  fac e  [and]
9 5I b id . , 3 8 7 -8 8 .
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h eav ed  h e r  huge  b o so m  in  a  m ig h ty  s ig h . "96  M am ie  S m ith  ro lle d  
" h e r  e y e s  huge and  w h ite  in  h e r  f a t  b la c k  f a c e .  "97  in  th e  c h a p te r ,  
" B a ile t  L a n e ,"  w as  "a  v e ry  s to u t ,  a m a z in g ly  b la c k  N e g re s s ,  " w ith  
a  "g ay  p in k - and  p e a -g r e e n  p a ra s o l  h e ld  o v e r  h e r  h e a d . "98 in th e  
sa m e  c h a p te r  a  M o th e r D uffy w as  "a  l a r g e  w o m an  w ith  snow y h a ir  
edging f ro m  u n d e r  h e r  r e d  and  w h ite  t ig n o n  and  w hite  w h is k e rs  on 
h e r  round  b la c k  f a c e .  "99
N eg ro  m e m b e rs  of th e  " v e ry  c ru d e  and  v e ry  s m a l l"  F a irv ie w  
B a p t is t  C h u rc h  in  New O r le a n s  w e re  a ls o  f a t  o r th in . The R e v e ren d  
S tru d w ich  w a s  " s m a l l  a n d  le a n  an d  b lac k . " B lan ch e  J a c k so n  "w as 
a lm o s t  r e c o g n iz a b le  in  a po lka d o t s ilk  d r e s s ,  b r ig h t  b lu e  sh o e s , a 
f la m in g  r e d  s tra w  h a t s e t  ja u n ti ly  on h e r  h e a d  an d  a b a g  to  m a tc h  the
96I b id . . 123. C a r ic a tu re  i s  h e re in  u se d  to  m ea n  " th e  
d e lib e ra te ly  d is to r te d  p ic tu r in g  o r  im i ta t in g  of a p e rs o n ,  l i t e r a r y  
s ty le ,  e tc .  b y  e x a g g e ra tin g  f e a tu re s  o r  m a n n e r is m s  f o r  s a t i r i c a l  
e ffec t in  su c h  a  m a n n e r  th a t  lu d ic ro u s ly  e x a g g e ra te s  i ts  d i s t in ­
g u ish in g  f e a tu r e s .  W e b s te r 's  New W o rld  D ic tio n a ry  of th e  A m e ric a n  
L an g u ag e  (New Y ork , I9 6 0 ), 221. U ndoubtedly  so m e  C re o le s ,  
p lan ta tio n  o w n e rs ,  a n d  q u ad ro o n s  a ls o  w e re  o v e rw e ig h t and u n d e r ­
w e ig h t, h ad  w hite  t e e th ,  gold te e th , pink  to n g u e s , and  w o re  b r ig h t  
c o lo re d  c lo th e s .  T h e se  f e a tu re s ,  h o w e v e r , w e re  n o t c o n s id e re d  in  
th e  t re a tm e n t  of th e  C re o le s ,  p lan ta tio n  o w n e rs ,  an d  q u a d ro o n s .
97i b i d . , 75.
9 8Ib id . . 385.
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h a t.  She sm ile d  w id e ly  and  e v e ry  gold to o th  g lea m e d . " B la n c h e  
u s u a lly  w o re  "a  v e ry  b r ig h t  k e rc h ie f  a b o u t h e r  h e a d , l a r g e  hoop 
e a r r in g s ,  d i r t y  p r in t  d r e s s e s  a n d  r e d  s h o e s . " B lan ch e  a p p a re n t ly  
sm o k ed  h e r  b o s o m , fo r  she "p u lle d  a  sw e a t-d a m p e n e d  p a c k ag e  of 
c ig a r e t t e s  o u t of h e r  b o so m  a n d  lig h te d  one. "100
The m e m b e rs  of M o th e r S h an n o n 's  c h u rc h  w e re  s im i l a r  in  
p h y s ic a l  a p p e a ra n c e s  to  th e  m e m b e r s  of th e  F a irv ie w  B a p tis t  
C h u rc h . M o th e r Shannon w as  " v e ry  f a t ,  " a lm o s t  th re e  h u n d red  
p o u n d s , and  h ad  " th e  s o r t  of h e a v y -l id d e d  e y e s  th a t  m ig h t ad d  s u lt r y  
ap p e a l  to  a g la m o u r  g i r l , "  b u t w h ich  m ad e  "M o th e r  Shannon lo o k  
s le e p y ."  D esp ite  h e r  im m e n se  s iz e ,  h o w e v e r, M o th e r Shannon 
w as a  v e ry  s in c e r e  p r e a c h e r  a s  c o u ld  be  d e te rm in e d  "in  th o se  
s le e p y  b ro w n  e y e s ,  in  h e r  lo o se ly  f i t te d ,  th ic k - lip p e d  m o u th , in  
th e  te n s e n e s s  of h e r  c la sp e d  h a n d s . "
In  a tte n d a n c e  a t  M o th e r S h an n o n 's  s e rv ic e s  w as R oxanna 
M o o re , "a  s h o r t ,  p lu m p , e ld e r ly  N e g r e s s . "  One m e m b e r  w as  a 
" le a n , v e ry  b lac k  N eg ro  d r e s s e d  a s  a  R o m an  C a th o lic  p r i e s t . "
S is te r  M ary  A u g u s tin e  w as  "q u ite  t a l l  and  v e ry  b la c k , " and  M ary  
Lou  G re e n  w a s  a  " d a rk  brow n g i r l ,  " w ho had  "a re d  m o u th  c o n ta in ­
ing  v e r y  w h ite  t e e th  and  th e  p in k e s t  tongue  e v e ry  s e e n "  and  M o th e r
100I b id . , 395, 3 8 6 -8 7 .
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C la rk , " a n  a m a z in g ly  lo n g  th in  N e g r e s s  in  b lu e  v e lv e t , " B ish o p  T . 
M o rr is  K e lly  w a s  "a  l a r g e ,  f le s h y ,  l ig h t  N e g r e s s  s ty l is h ly  d r e s s e d  
in  a  b e ig e  s t r e e t  c o s tu m e  w ith  tu rb a n  to  m a tc h  and  b a r in g  a  n u m b e r  
of b e a u tifu l gold te e th  w hen  she  s m ile d ,  n l 01
A c c o rd in g  to  G um bo Y a-Y a , N e g ro e s  w e re  n o t  on ly  f a t  o r  
th in , th e y  w e r e  a ls o  la z y .  The N e g ro  m en  in  P a i le t  L a n e  w e re  
p a r t i c u la r ly  le th a rg ic :  "B la ck  b u c k s ,  m o s t  of th e m  in  o v e ra l ls  and  
b lu e  j u m p e r s ,  s p ra w l on  th e  ru d e  p o r c h e s ,  m an y  of th e m  a s le e p .  " 
T h o se  who w e r e  n o t a s le e p  could  be found a t  th e  c o rn e r  b a r ,  w h e re  
" b a re  fo o ted  b la c k  m a le s  lo a f .  T he "b la c k  m a le s "  d id  not " lo a f"
on th e  r iv e r f r o n t ,  h o w e v e r , b e c a u s e  r i v e r  c a p ta in s  knew  how to  
m ak e  th e  " b la c k  b u c k s "  w o rk . T h e s e  c a p tin s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  the  
fo lk lo re  b o o k , w e r e  "a h a rd -b o i le d  lo t and  of th e  co n v ic tio n  th a t  
th e  only w ay  to  m ak e  a N eg ro  w o rk  w as to  be  tough . " C ap ta in  F r e d  
K etch u m  w a s  e s p e c ia l ly  tough  w ith  h is  N e g ro  c re w m e n :
I 'm  h e re  to  t e l l  you we had  a  b e t t e r  b u n ch  of 
n ig g e r s  w o rk in g  th en  th an  w e h av e  now . S u re  w e 
u s e d  to  c lu b  th e m . W e a lw a y s  u s e d  a  th ic k  h ic k o ry  
s tic k . O f c o u r s e ,  som e fe llo w s  u s e d  a  b a r r e l  s ta v e , 
b u t I  a lw a y s  th o u g h t th e y  w e re  to o  th in k  a n d  too  w eak  
to  h i t  a  n ig g e r  w ith . C lubbing  w a s  u s u a lly  done w hen
i O l lb id . ,  397, 4 0 7 -1 0 .
102I b id . , 386.
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a n ig g e r  got s m a r t  o r  w o rk e d  too  slow . You know, 
t h e y 'r e  q u ick  to  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e . I  n e v e r  d id  fo o l 
w ith  th e m  a n d  th e y  w e re  s c a re d  to  d e a th  of m e . T h e re  
w e r e  a  few  w ho t r i e d  to  ge t s m a r t ,  b u t I  pu t th e m  in  
t h e i r  p la c e s .  I  k ille d  f iv e  n ig g e r s .  B u t d o n 't  g e t  m e 
w ro n g . I  d id n 't  k i l l  th e m  b e c a u s e  I  en jo y ed  i t .  It 
w as  a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s s a r y .  They c a m e  a f te r  m e  w ith  
k n iv e s . T h e re  is  on ly  one w ay  to  t r e a t  a  n ig g e r  and  
th a t  i s  to  be p o s itiv e  w ith  h im . In  o th e r  w o rd s ,  if  
you a r e  r ig h t ,  you a r e  r ig h t ,  and if  you  a r e  w ro n g , 
you a r e  s t i l l  r ig h t .  *03
The N e g ro e s  m a y  h av e  b e e n  la z y  p h y s ic a l  l a b o r e r s ,  b u t, 
a c c o rd in g  to  the  fo lk lo re  b ook , th e y  w e re  e n e rg e t ic  g a m b le rs .
W illie  J o n e s ,  "a  p h ilo s o p h e r  a s  w e ll a s  a g a m b le r ,  " lo v ed  to  p lay  
lo t te ry .  W illie  m ad e  h is  b e ts  b a sed  on h is  d r e a m s  and  h e  had  a 
s y s te m  f o r  d re a m in g : " I e a ts  m y  b a n a n a s , g o es  to  s le e p , th en  I 
s e e s  th e  L a w d .. .  The Law d done to ld  m e  to  p lay  one, tw o an d  f iv e .
I  i s  f il le d  w ith  j o y . . .  'H a l le lu ja h ! 1 I c r i e s .  M y c ra z y  w ife  w a k e s  up 
and  y e lls :  'L o o k  a t  th a t  n i g g e r ! . . .  T h a t d am n  f o o l ! ' T h en  I  re a c h e s  
o v e r  and  b u s ts  h e r  one in  th e  m o u t'.  T hat sh u ts  h e r  up  fo r  a w h ile . " 
W illie ,  h o w e v e r ,  w as on b e t t e r  t e r m s  w ith  " th e  L aw d" th an  w ith  h is  
w ife . " E v e ry  now and th en  th e  Law d p e rs o n a l ly  show s m e  n u m b e rs ,  " 
b o a s te d  W illie .  "A nd w hen th e  Law d show s m e  n u m b e rs  I i s  bound 
to  w in . How d o e s  I  know ? I  re c k o n  th e  Law d 'te n d s  to  ta k e  c a re  of
103 I b id . , 381.
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W illie  J o n e s .1,104
S a x o n 's  in d u c tiv e  re a s o n in g , re s u l tin g  in  a p p a re n t  c a r ic a tu r e  
of N e g ro e s  in  th e  fo lk lo re  b o o k , w as  a ls o  e v id e n t in  h i s  d e s c r ip tio n s  
of I ta l ia n s ,  I r i s h m e n ,  G e rm a n s , and  C a ju n s . R ead in g  of th e  b e h a v io r  
of one in d iv id u a l  in  e a c h  of th e s e  g ro u p s, th e  r e a d e r  w as  in fo rm e d  
th a t  a l l  in d iv id u a ls  of th e s e  g ro u p s  b eh av ed  in  a s im ila r  m an n e r .
104 I b id . , 137. The L o u is ia n a  L o tte ry  C om pany w as once a  
v iab le  p o lit ic a l  fo rc e  in L o u is ia n a . T he fo lk lo re  book sa id  of lo t te ry  
and of th is  com pany : " F o r  y e a rs  L o tte ry  h a s  b e e n  an  in te g ra l  p a r t  
of New O r le a n s  and  L o u is ia n a  l ife .  The L o u is ia n a  L o t te ry  C om pany 
w a s  a u th o r iz e d  to  o p e ra te  b y  L e g is la tu re  f s ic l  in  1868 when it 
p ro m is e d  to  p ay  $40 , 000 a  y e a r  to w a rd  th e  up k eep  of th e  C h a r ity  
H onp ital in  New O r l e a n s . . . The o r ig in a l  c h a r t e r  of th e  L o u is ia n a  
L o t te r y  C o m p an y  w as f o r  tw e n ty -f iv e  y e a r s .  T h is  w as c a n ce le d  in  
1879, b u t a  new  one, in c lu d in g  even g r e a t e r  p r iv i le g e s ,  w as g ran te d  
the  fo llow ing  y e a r . . .  In  1898 th e  com pany  w as  a b le  to  o ffe r  th e  State  
$1 , 2 5 0 ,0 0 0  fo r  a ren e w a l. B u t by  now L o t te ry  w as h ig h ly  u n p o p u lar 
a s  having  a p e rn ic io u s  e ffe c t  on the  p o o r and  a s  p o s s e s s in g  tre m en d o u s  
p o lit ic a l  p o w e r , w h ich  w as be ing  m is u s e d . . . I n  1895 th e  f e d e ra l  
s ta tu e  p ro h ib itin g  i n te r s t a te  t r a n s p o r t  of th e  t ic k e ts  w a s  p a s se d .
T he co m p an y  p ro m p tly  m oved to  H o n d u ras . T h e re  it  r e m a in e d  u n til  
1907, w hen  i t  w a s  fo rc e d  o u t of b u s in e s s  b y  f e d e r a l  p ro se c u tio n  of 
i t s  A m e ric a n  a g e n ts  a t  h o m e. B u t th is  w a s n 't  th e  end of L o t te ry  in  
New O r le a n s .  I t  s e e m s  to  h av e  b e e n  only th e  b e g in n in g .11 I t  i s  
i n te r e s t in g  to  n o te  th a t  no  m en tio n  of th e  c o m p a n y 's  p ro f i ts  w as 
m ad e , j u s t  th e  c o m p a n y 's  p a y m en ts  to  i t s  c u s to m e rs  and  to  th e  
s ta te .  F o r  m o re  d is c u s s io n  ab o u t th e  co m p an y , i t s  p ro f i ts  and 
p o lit ic a l  in flu e n c e , s e e  W illia m  Ivy H a ir ,  B o u rb o n ism  and  A g ra r ia n  
P r o te s t :  L o u is ia n a  P o l i t ic s ,  1877-1900 (B aton  R ouge , 1971), 
e s p e c ia lly  2 0 1 -2 2 6 ; and  M ark  T. C a r le to n , P o l i t ic s  an d  P u n ish m en t:
A H is to ry  of th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  P e n a l S y s tem  (B aton R ouge, 1971), 
2 8 -7 3 .
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F o r  e x a m p le , in  th e  c h a p te r ,  "T h e  I r i s h  C h an n el, " th e  r e a d e r  is  
in fo rm e d  by  I r is h m a n  G us L a u r e r  th a t  I r i s h m e n  loved  to  fig h t.
"D id  you e v e r  know a s  w hen  an  I r is h m a n  w ould n o t r a th e r  f ig h t th an  
e a t? "  he sa id . W h e re a s  th e  I r i s h  fo u g h t, th e  I ta l ia n s  s to le ,  b u t  
j u s t  "a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  [and] m o s t  of th e  t im e  i t  w as to  g iv e  to  th e  p o o r. " 
C a ju n s , h o w ev er, w e re  b e t te r  a t  t ra p p in g  th an  a t  th e f t ,  fo r  th ey  
w e re  " the  w o r ld 's  f in e s t  t r a p p e r s . "  T h ey  a ls o  lo v ed  to  e a t  f ro g  
le g s :  "A ll C a ju n s  lo v e  f ro g  le g s ,  so  hun tin g  th e  f ro g  i s  a  fa v o r i te  
p a s tim e . " A C ajun  w as "p roud  of h is  r a c e ,  h is  f a m ily , h is  s tre n g th , 
h is  p ro w e ss  a s  a  h u n te r ,  f is h e rm a n ,  f ig h te r  o r  lo v e r ,  an d  he  b o a s ts  
of any  o r a l l  of th e s e  w ith  a c h ild ish  la c k  of r e s t r a i n t .  "
C ajun  h u sb a n d s, a c co rd in g  to  th e  fo lk lo re  book, w e re  "good 
h u sb a n d s, so  long  a s  th e i r  w iv es  b eh av e[d ], " The h u sb an d s had to  
d isc ip lin e  t h e i r  w iv e s , h o w ev er, in o r d e r  to  m ake  th e m  b eh av e:
A v i s i to r  in  a C ajun  hom e w here a young couple  
liv e d  w ith  th e  h u sb a n d 's  p a re n ts  w as a s to n is h e d  to 
h e a r  b lo w s and  s c re a m s  f ro m  a ro o m  in to  w hich  
th e  young couple  had  ju s t  e n te r e d .  T he d o o r  flew  
open and  the  young w ife r a n  o u t of th e  h o u se  w ith  a 
g re a t  bum p on h e r  fo re h e a d . T he b o y 's  m o th e r  
tu rn e d  to  h e r  husband  an d  co m p la in ed : 'C h a r le s
A le x  i s  b ad , y e s . He shou ld  not h i t  L u lu  lik e  th a t .
You w ould n o t do th a t  to m e , you. 1
105I b id . , 55.
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T h e  o ld e r  m an  to o k  h is  p ipe  out of h is  m o u th  
and  s a id  q u ie tly : 'I  n e v e r  had no r e a s o n  f o r  to  h i t  
you . B u t if  C h a r le s  A lex  d id  n o t b e a t  h e ll  out of 
th a t  w o m a n s  r s ic ]  h e 's  got once in  a  w hile  th e r e  
w ould be  n o th in g  h e  co u ld  do  w ith  h e r .  l10^
C ajun  m en  w e re  good h u sb a n d s, a n d , a c c o rd in g  to  th e
fo lk lo re  b o o k , G e rm a n  m en  w e re  e x c e lle n t  f ig h te r s  an d  lo v e r s .
In  th e  d is c u s s io n  of th e  G e rm a n s  of New O r le a n s  th e  r e a d e r  is
im m e d ia te ly  in fo rm e d : "No to u g h e r  e le m e n t e v e r  liv e d  in  th e  c ity
th a n  th e  o ld S o c k s e rh a u s e  Gang. 11 T he S o c k s e rh a u s e rs  " w e re  not
p ro u d , " n o r  w e re  th e y  " v e ry  c le a n . " T h ey  d id  h av e  fun , h o w ev er,
e s p e c ia l ly  th e  m a le  S o c k s e rh a u s e rs  w ith  L en a  M u lle r ,  L ena  "w as
a b u x o m  f ra u le in ,  w ith o u t r e a l  b e a u ty , b u t w ith  a v ib ra n t ,  fun -
lov ing  p e rs o n a l ity  and  a p a ir  of dan c in g  f e e t . . . . "  L en a  w as  n o t f o r
e v e ry  m an , a t  l e a s t  n o t fo r  Johnny G ro u se . Jo hnny  w as so la rg e
th a t  "e v e n  so m e  of th e  p r o s t i tu te s  w ould r e fu s e  to  do  b u s in e s s  w ith
Jo h n n y , no  m a t t e r  how la r g e  h is  b a n k ro ll .  " T he s iz e  of Jo h n n y 's
b a n k ro ll  w as  n o t  h is  p ro b le m , but " su ff ic e  i t  to  s a y  th a t  Johnny
w a s  a  b ig  m an . "107
The v i r i l i ty  of th e  G erm an  m en  o c c a s io n a lly  c a u se d  th e m
p ro b le m s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  H ans M u lle r. H ans and  h i s  w ife  o p e ra te d  a
sa u sa g e  f a c to ry .  T he a rd u o u s  la b o r  q u ick ly  a g e d  M rs .  M u lle r ,
106I b id . , 55, 182, 200, 206 , 204.
107I b id . , 413, 418 , 423 .
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fo r  " s h e  g rew  old an d  w r in k le d  b e fo r e  h e r  t im e .  " H an s  t i r e d  of 
M rs .  M u lle r ,  shoved  h e r  in to  th e  f a c t o r y 's  l a r g e  m e a t  g r in d e r ,  and  
th e n  tu rn e d  h is  a m o ro u s  a tte n tio n  to  one of h i s  y o ung  fe m a le  
e m p lo y e e s . H a n s ' t ro u b le  w ith  M rs .  M u lle r ,  h o w e v e r , had  ju s t  
beg u n . H is c u s to m e rs  b eg an  to  c o m p la in  a b o u t b i ts  of bone and  
c lo th  in  t h e i r  s a u s a g e s .  H a n s ' g i r l  f r ie n d  b eg an  to  h e a r  g o ss ip  
a b o u t th e  m y s te r io u s  d e m ise  o f M rs .  M u lle r  and  r e fu s e d  to  se e  h im . 
One d a y  a  c u s to m e r  found p a r t  of a  gold  w ed d in g  r in g  in  h e r  s a u sa g e  
an d  c a lle d  th e  p o lic e . T he o f f ic e r s  w en t to  th e  s a u sa g e  f a c to ry  a n d  
found  H an s " s c re a m in g  and  c ry in g , a ra v in g  m a n ia c . He kep t 
say in g  h is  w ife  w as co m in g  out of th e  s a u s a g e  g r in d e r  and w ould  
g e t h im . He s p e n t  th e  r e s t  of h is  l i f e  in  a n  in sa n e  a sy lu m . " 108
P e r h a p s  so m e  of th e  P r o je c t  w o r k e r s  sy m p a th iz e d  w ith  
H ans M u lle r .  W hile w o rk in g  on th e  p r o je c t ,  one w o rk e r  had  a 
n e rv o u s  b rea k d o w n  an d  had to  be  p la c e d  (a s  h e  sa id  a f t e r  h is  
re c o v e ry )  on th e  "co o lin g  b o a rd . "109 A n o th e r  w r i te r  c o m m itte d  
su ic id e  a f t e r  lea v in g  th e  p ro je c t  b y  ju m p in g  ou t of a  New O rle a n s  
h o te l  w indow . 110 F o r m e r  p r o je c t  e m p lo y e e s  a r e  d iv id ed  a s  to
108I b id . , 285.
lO ^N am e w ithheld  by  re q u e s t ]  to  L y le  Saxon, O c to b e r 28,
1942, ib id .
H ^ L y le  Saxon to  C a m m ie  C h a m b e rs ,  O c to b e r  28, 1942, 
ib id . Saxon in fo rm e d  h is  A un t C a m m ie  a b o u t  th e  s u ic id e  of h m is
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w h e th e r  E d w ard  D re y e r  f e l l  o r  ju m p e d  to  h is  d ea th  f ro m  a New Y o rk  
b u ild in g . D e s p ite  th e  p e rs o n a l  p ro b le m s  of th e  w r i te r s ,  h o w ev er, 
th e  p r o je c t  m an a g e d  to  p ro d u ce  th r e e  m a jo r  p u b lic a tio n s .
L ik e  m o s t  b o o k s , th e  New O r le a n s  C ity  G u id e , L o u is ia n a :
A G uide to  th e  S ta te , and  Gum bo Y a -Y a , w e re  w o rk s  con ta in ing  
s tr e n g th s  and  w e a k n e s s e s . On th e  w h o le , h o w e v e r, th ey  w ere  
ex c e lle n t  books w r i t te n  d u rin g  a p e rio d  of n a tio n a l  econom ic  
d e p re s s io n  b y  u n e m p lo y ed  w h ite  c o lla r  w o rk e r s  in  a  s ta te  n o t 
p a r t i c u la r ly  n o ted  fo r  l i t e r a r y  e x c e lle n c e . Had th e  p ro je c t  only 
th e s e  t h r e e  t i t l e s  to  i t s  c r e d i t ,  th e  p r o g ra m  w ould h av e  b een  w o r th ­
w h ile  in  L o u is ia n a . T h e re  w e re , h o w e v e r ,  n u m e ro u s  o th er t i t le s  
th e  p r o je c t  w as w o rk in g  on when f o rc e d  to  c lo s e . T h ese  p ro je c ts  
an d  th e i r  f in a l  d isp o s i tio n  a r e  a ls o  p a r t  o f  th e  s to r y  of th e  L o u is ia n a  
W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s .
P a t te r s o n ,  a f o r m e r  p ro je c t  e m p lo y e e . " In n is  P a t te r s o n  th re w  
h e r s e l f  o u t of a w indow  on th e  tw e lf th  f lo o r  of th e  M ontelone H otel 
y e s te r d a y  a fte rn o o n  and  cam e  c ra s h in g  down in to  th e  Royal S tre e t  
t r a f f i c ,  j u s t  a t  th e  p eak  h o u r. Of c o u r s e  sh e  w as  a m an g led  m a s s  
of b lood  and  b ro k en  f le s h  w hen sh e  w as  p ick ed  up . We had  a ll 
p re d ic te d  th a t  sh e  w as going to  k i ll  h e r s e l f  a n d  p e rh a p s  i t  w as the  
b e s t  th in g  f o r  h e r ,  b u t  she ch o se  a h o r r ib le  w ay  to do i t .  E v e r  s in c e  
h e r  h u sb an d , G eo rg e  W olf, took  po iso n  and  d ied  a t  h e r  fee t 
C h r is tm a s  d ay , s h e  h a s  b een  h a l f - c r a z y  and  w as tak in g  both  d r in k  
and  d r u g s . .  . th e  M o th e r is  q u ite  c ra c k e d .  I th in k  I to ld  you how sh e  
u se d  to  c o m e  to  th e  o ffice  and  open  th e  d o o rs  and  s c re a m  'U n n a tu ra l 
g i r l ! 1 a t  I n n is - -a n d  th a t  w as  f iv e  y e a r s  ago  w hen  In n is  w a s  w ork in g  
fo r  m e  h e r e .  " L y le  Saxon to  A u n t C a m m ie , O c to b e r  28, 1941, 
L S C o l-H T M L .
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C H A PTER VII
TH E FIN A L A C T IV IT IE S  O F TH E 
LOUISIANA W RITER S' P R O JE C T S
The L o u is ia n a  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  p u b lish ed  v e ry  l i t t l e  of th e  
m a te r i a ls  i t  c o lle c te d  an d  c o m p le te d  few  o f th e  p r o je c ts  i t  p lan n ed .
The th r e e  m a jo r  p u b lic a tio n s  of th e  p r o je c t  r e p r e s e n te d  a s m a ll  
p o r tio n  of th e  w o rk  done in  L o u is ia n a . The P r o je c t  p lanned  se v e ra l  
a d d it io n a l  m a jo r  and  m in o r  p u b lic a tio n s  th a t  w e re  in  v a ry in g  s ta g e s  
of c o m p le tio n  w hen  th e  P r o je c t  ended .
The e x a c t  n u m b e r  of m in o r  p u b lic a tio n s  i s s u e d  i s  d iff ic u lt  
to  a s c e r ta in ,  f o r  Saxon le f t  som e of th e s e  m a n u s c r ip ts  w ith  c o ­
s p o n s o rs  upon th e  co n d itio n  th a t  th e y  c o m p le te  and  p u b lish  th em .
T he r e c o r d s  d e a lin g  w ith  th e s e  in te n d e d  w o rk s  a r e  th u s  not a v a ila b le  
in  th e  f i l e s  of th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t .  Two m in o r  p u b lic a tio n s , h o w ev er, 
w e re  i s s u e d  by th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  b e fo re  i t  c lo se d : th e  New O rlea n s  
C ity  P a r k :  I ts  F i r s t  F i f ty  Y e a r s ,  189 1 -1 9 4 1 ; an d  A T o u r  of th e  F r e n c h  
Q u a r te r  fo r  S e rv ic e  M en .
New O r le a n s  C ity  P a rk :  I ts  F i r s t  F i f ty  Y e a r s .  1891-1941 
w as  w r i t te n  by  th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' P r o g ra m  and  s p o n so re d  by the 
B o a rd  of C o m m is s io n e r s  of th e  C ity  P a rk  of New O r le a n s ,  a 
275
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c o -s p o n s o r  of th e  W r i t e r s 1 P r o je c t .  The G ulf P r in t in g  C o m p an y  of 
New O r le a n s  i s s u e d  1 ,0 0 0  c o p ie s  of th e  p a m p h le t in  1941. The 
s e v en ty -tw o  p ag e  p a m p h le t co n ta in s  one m ap  and s ix te e n  p h o to g rap h s  
p laced  th ro u g h o u t th e  w o rk  to  i l l u s t r a te  v a r io u s  to p ic s  u n d e r  d i s ­
c u ss io n . The w o rk  i s  d iv id ed  in to  t e n  c h a p te rs  p e r ta in in g  to  to p ic s  
su c h  a s  th e  h i s to r y  an d  d ev e lo p m en t of th e  p a rk ,  a  g e n e ra l  d e s c r ip tio n  
of th e  p a rk , d u e lin g , s p o r t s ,  a m u s e m e n ts ,  th e  I sa a c  D elgado  M u seu m  
of A r t ,  fow l, a n d  WPA la b o r . 1
L o u i s ia n a  W r i te r s ' P ro g ra m , New O r le a n s  C ity  P a rk :  I ts  
F i r s t  F i f ty  Y e a r s ,  1891-1941 (New O r le a n s , 1941): " P u b lic a tio n  
R e p o r t  on N ew  O r le a n s  C ity  P a rk :  I ts  F i r s t  F i f ty  Y e a r s .  1891- 
1941, " O c to b e r 6, 1941, F W P -L a . A lfre d  W e lb o rn to  L y le  Saxon, 
D e c e m b e r  17, 1942, L S C ol-H T M L . L y le  Saxon to  C la r ic e  R ougeou, 
" F in a l  R e p o r t  of L o u is ia n a  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t ,  " J a n u a ry  26, 1943, ib id . 
The t i t le  of th e  w o rk  i s  n o t ex a c tly  a c c u r a te ,  f o r  th e  d isc u s s io n  of th e  
h i s to r y  of th e  p a rk  b e g in s  w ith  th e  found ing  of New O r le a n s , a lm o s t  
tw o h u n d red  y e a r s  b e fo re  1891. T he C re o le s  a r e  d isc u s s e d  in  th e  
c h a p te r ,  " D u e lin g ."  A lthough duelin g  w as  m ad e  i l l e g a l  in  1850, and 
ended by 1900, th is  t im e  p e rio d  w as  a ls o  in c lu d e d  in  a  w o rk  su p p o sed ly  
d e a lin g  w ith  a f if ty  y e a r  p e rio d  f ro m  1891 to  1941. S ince th e  p am p h le t 
d id n o t ta k e  th e  r e a d e r  f ro m  one po in t to  th e  n e x t  in  th e  p a rk ,  i t  w as  
n o t a  g u ide. N o r  i s  i t  a  h is to ry , s in c e  o n ly  one c h a p te r  d e a ls  w ith  
th e  h i s to r y  of th e  p a rk . T he n a m e  of th e  M ayor of New O r le a n s  w as 
w r i tte n  in  l a r g e  p r in t  on th e  f ro n t  c o v e r  of th e  p a m p h le t. The m a y o r ,  
h o w ev er, m ad e  no c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  o r ig in , w r itin g , p u b lic a tio n , o r  
sp o n so rsh ip  of th e  w o rk . If th e  p am p h le t had  a th e m e , i t  w a s  th a t  th e  
c ity  p a rk  r e s u l te d  f ro m  th e  fo re s ig h t ,  in te l lig e n c e , and  b e n ev o len ce  
of th e  m e m b e rs  of th e  B o a rd  of C o m m is s io n e rs  of th e  C ity  P a rk . The 
p ic tu r e s  of th e  b o a rd  m e m b e rs  a r e  p r in te d  on p ag e  th i r ty - s ix ,  and  
t h e i r  n a m e s  a r e  l is te d  tw ic e  in  th e  p a m p h le t, on page th i r ty - s ix  and  
page  se v e n ty - tw o . P e rh a p s  th e  p a m p h le t b e s t  i l l u s t r a te s  th e  
c h a m b e r  of c o m m e rc e  ty p e  of p u b lic a tio n s  th a t  would h av e  r e s u l te d  
h ad  th e  w r i t e r s '  p ro je c t  b een  to ta l ly  d ep en d en t upon lo c a l  s p o n s o r ­
sh ip . Had th e  o th e r  p lanned  p u b lic a tio n s  b e e n  lik e  th is  p a m p h le t,
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The se co n d  m in o r  p u b lic a tio n  i s s u e d  b y  th e  W r i t e r s ’ P r o je c t  
w a s  A T o u r of th e  F r e n c h  Q u a r te r  f o r  S e rv ic e  M en. T he W etze l 
P r in t in g  C om pany of New O r le a n s  p r in te d  th e  u n c o p y rig h ted  t h i r t y - 
tw o  page p am p h le t in  1941. The p am p h le t w as th e  r e s u l t  of a  jo in t  
e ffo r t  by  s e v e r a l  W PA a g e n c ie s .  T h e  W r i t e r s ’ P r o je c t  w ro te  th e  
p a m p h le t, th e  L o u is ia n a  A r t  P r o je c t  d e s ig n e d  th e  c o v e r  of th e  
p am p h le t a s  w e ll a s  a  m ap  of th e  F r e n c h  Q u a r te r ,  and  th e  WPA 
R e c re a t io n a l  C o u n c il sp o n s o re d  and  d is tr ib u te d  th e  p am p h le t w ith o u t 
c h a rg e  to  s e rv ic e  m e n  on  le a v e  in  New O r le a n s . D is tr ib u tio n  of th e  
p a m p h le t began  on C h r i s tm a s  D ay , 1941, and  th e  2 ,0 0 0  c o p ie s  of th e  
f i r s t  ed itio n  w e re  q u ic k ly  e x h a u s te d . The p am p h le t b r ie f ly  d e s c r ib e s  
b u ild in g s , m u se u m s , an d  o th e r  p o in ts  of i n te r e s t  in  th e  F r e n c h  
Q u a r te r .  T h e  R e c r e a t io n  P r o je c t  c o n d u c ted  th e  g u id e 's  tw o w alk ing  
t o u r s  fo r  s e rv ic e  m e n .  2
p e rh a p s  i t  w a s  b e s t  th e y  th e y  w e re  n e v e r  p u b lish e d . The p a m p h le t 
w as  v ag u e  in  p u rp o s e ,  p o l i t ic a l  in  c o m p o s itio n , an d  lack in g  in m e r i t .  
W hile th is  p a m p h le t  m u s t  b e  c re d i te d  a s  one of th e  p u b lic a tio n s  of th e  
L . W. P . , th e  p a m p h le t  w a s  no c re d i t  to  th e  P r o je c t .  If  n e v e r  pub­
l is h e d ,  n e i th e r  th e  a c a d e m ic  w o r ld  n o r  th e  re a d in g  pub lic  w ould  h av e  
b e e n  d e p riv e d  of a  s ig n if ic a n t  w o rk . R a th e r ,  th e  b o a rd  m e m b e rs  and  
a  few  of th e  s o c ia l ly  s ig n if ic a n t  f a m il ie s  in  th e  c r e s c e n t  c ity  w ould  
h av e  had to  r e ly  on  o th e r  m e a n s  to  p u b lic ize  th e m s e lv e s .
2 " P u b lic a tio n  R e p o r t  on A T o u r of th e  F r e n c h  Q u a r te r  fo r  
S e rv ic e  M en, 11 F e b r u a r y ,  1942, F W P -L a . A lm a  S. H am m ond  to 
F lo re n c e  K e r r ,  J a n u a r y  3, 1942, i b id . ; "W ash in g to n  M em o ­
ra n d u m  on a  T e ch n iq u e  f o r  E n s u r in g  th e  O rd e r ly  an d  E ffic ie n t 
A r ra n g e m e n t of M a te r ia l  C o lle c te d  b y  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t s ,  " J a n u a ry  9,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
T he p a m p h le ts  a b o u t th e  N ew  O r le a n s  C ity  P a r k  and  th e  
F r e n c h  Q u a r te r  of New O r le a n s  w e r e  b u t tw o of th e  t i t l e s  Saxon 
p lan n ed  f o r  p u b lic a tio n . T h e  f a te  o f th e  o th e r  in te n d e d  p u b lic a tio n s  
i s  d i s c e r n ib le  b y  e x a m in in g  th e  d e p o s itio n  of p ro je c t  m a te r i a l s  a f te r  
th e  p ro je c t  ended .
The q u e s tio n  of d isp o s a l  of p ro je c t  m a te r ia ls  fac e d  Saxon 
a s  th e  p r o je c t  c lo se d . E s s a e  M. C u lv e r,  L ib ra r ia n  of th e  L o u is ia n a  
S ta te  L ib ra r y  a t  B a to n  R ouge  and  E x e c u tiv e  S e c re ta ry  of th e  L o u is ia n a  
L ib r a r y  C o m m iss io n , r e a l iz e d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of th e  p r o je c t  m a te r i a ls .  
She a sk ed  Saxon if  he would c o n s id e r  d ep o s itin g  th e m  w ith  th e  L ib r a r y  
C o m m iss io n , O ff ic ia l S p o n so r of th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t .
Saxon a sk ed  G eo rg e  H . F ie ld ,  D ep u ty  C o m m is s io n e r  of W PA , and  
F lo re n c e  K e r r ,  A s s i s t a n t  C o m m is s io n e r ,  fo r  a u th o r iz a t io n  to  d e p o s it  
th e  r e c o r d s  in  B aton  R ouge w ith  th e  C o m m iss io n . T hey g ra n te d  h im
1942, in  L a C o l-L S L B R . N e ith e r  th e  o ff ic ia l sp o n so r of th e  p ro je c t ,  
th e  L o u is ia n a  L ib r a r y  C o m m is s io n  in  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  L ib r a r y  a t  
B a to n  R ouge, th e  H ow ard  M e m o r ia l  L ib ra r y  a t  T u lan e  U n iv e rs i ty ,  
n o r  th e  p u b l is h e r  of th e  p a m p h le t,  th e  W e tze l P r in t in g  C o m p an y  of 
New O r le a n s  h a s  a  copy  of th e  p a m p h le t. The AMS P r e s s ,  
I n c o rp o ra te d ,  of New Y o rk , New Y o rk , h o w e v e r , s e l l s  a  m ic ro f ic h e  
copy  of th e  p a m p h le t.  F o r  a  d e s c r ip t io n  of th is  and  o th e r  m ic ro f ic h e  
e d itio n s  of W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  t i t l e s  a v a ila b le ,  a s  w e ll a s  a n  a r t i c l e  
b y  J e r r y  M ang ione , "T h e  G re a t  L e g a c y  of th e  F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s '  
P r o je c t ,  " s e e  a n  u n d a ted  a d v e r t is e m e n t  b r o c h u re  b y  th e  AM S P r e s s ,  
" F e d e ra l  W r i t e r s ' P r o j e c t ."
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su ch  a u th o r i ty ,  and  Saxon in fo rm e d  M iss  C u lv e r  th a t  he  co u ld  co m p ly  
3
w ith  h e r  r e q u e s t .
M iss  C u lv e r  e x p re s s e d  d e lig h t o v e r  a c q u is i tio n  of the  
r e c o r d s .  She a ls o  a s k e d  Saxon i f  th e  L ib r a r y  m ig h t h av e  th e  p ic tu re s  
and  s ta tu e s  in  h is  o ffic e , Saxon a p p a re n tly  a g re e d  to  th is  r e q u e s t ,  
f o r  h is  p o r t r a i t  and  one of h is  s ta tu e s  a r e  p r e s e n t ly  d isp la y e d  in  the  
L o u is ia n a  R o o m  o f th e  L o u is ia n a  S tate  L ib ra r y .  M iss  C u lv e r  a ls o  
a sk e d  Saxon if h e  m ig h t sen d  so m eo n e  f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  p r o je c t  
r e c o r d s  to  a s s i s t  h e r  in  f il in g  th em . Saxon s e n t  h is  a s s i s ta n t ,  w hom  
he  r e f e r r e d  to  o n ly  a s  "M r, K o rn f ie ld , " to  B a to n  R ouge  w h e re  
K o rn fie ld  sp en t a p p ro x im a te ly  tw o m o n th s  a s s i s t in g  M iss  C u lv e r  in
f il in g  the  r e c o r d s .  ^
Saxon t r i e d  to  a s s u r e  th a t  a t  l e a s t  one co p y  of a l l  p ro je c t  
m a n u s c r ip ts  w a s  d e p o s ite d  in  B aton  R ouge . He le f t  so m e  o r ig in a l  
co p ie s  in  New O r le a n s  and  S h re v ep o r t in  o r d e r  to  a s s u r e  th e  f u tu re  
sa fe ty  and  a c c e s s ib i l i ty  of th e  d o cu m en ts . He h oped  to  w o rk  w ith
3 G e o rg e  H. F ie ld  to  J a m e s  H. C r u tc h e r ,  N o v em b er 25,
1942, L S C ol-H T M L ; F lo re n c e  K e r r  to J a m e s  H , C r u tc h e r ,  D ec e m ­
b e r  1, 1942, ib id . ; E s s a e  M. C u lv e r  to  L y le  Saxon, D e c e m b e r  2,
1942, i b id . ; E s s a e  M . C u lv e r to G eo rg e  H . F ie ld ,  D e c e m b e r  3 , 1942, 
ib id .
^ E s s a e  M . C u lv e r to  L y le  Saxon, D e c e m b e r  2, 1942, i b id . ; 
L y le  Saxon to  C la r ic e  R o ugeou , D e c e m b e r  18, 1942, i b id . ; E s s a e  M. 
C u lv e r  to  L y le  Saxon, D e c e m b e r  18, 1942, ib id .
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th e  r e c o r d s  in  B aton  Rouge a f te r  th e  p r o je c t  ended bu t w a s  u n ab le  to  
do so  b e fo re  h is  d e a th . P e rh a p s  th is  ex p la in s  in  p a r t  w hy r e p o r t s  
ab o u t th e  d e p o s itio n  of p ro je c t  m a te r i a ls ,  th e  l i s t s  of p ro je c t  
p u b lic a tio n s , and  th e  s ta tu s  of m a n u s c r ip t  co m p le tio n  a r e  v e ry  
m in im a l in  p ro je c t  r e p o r t s .  O nly t h r e e  r e p o r t s  r e la te  to  th e s e  
to p ic s .  O ne, d a ted  M ay, 1939, l i s te d  and  b r ie f ly  d e s c r ib e d  p lanned  
p r o je c t  p ro d u c tio n s . The r e p o r t  of J a n u a ry  9, 1942, ti t le d  
"W ash ing ton  M em o ran d u m  of a  T ech n iq u e  fo r  E n su r in g  th e  O rd e r ly  
and E ffic ie n t A rra n g e m e n t of M a te r ia l  C o llec ted  b y  th e  W r i t e r s ' 
P ro je c t ,  " p e r ta in e d  to  th e  d e g re e  of co m p le tio n  of the  v a rio u s  
m a n u s c r ip ts .  Saxon d is c u s s e d  th e  d e p o s itio n  of th e  m a n u s c r ip ts  in  
a b r ie f  r e p o r t  a f t e r  th e  p ro je c t  en d ed , d a ted  J a n u a ry  26, 1943, 
and  en title d  " F in a l  R e p o r t.  " T h e se  th re e  r e p o r t s  p ro v id e  th e  b a s ic  
n a r r a t iv e  of the  u n fin ish ed  and  u n p u b lish ed  m a n u s c r ip ts  p e rta in in g  
to  n a tio n a l, s ta te ,  and  lo c a l  to p ic s .  ®
^ " M a te r ia l  to  be  c o v e re d  b y  th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t ,  " 
M ay 1, 1939, F W P -L a . , c ite d  h e re in a f te r  a s  th e  "1939 R e p o r t;"  
"W ash ing ton  M em o ran d u m  on a  T ech n iq u e  fo r  E n s u r in g  th e  O rd e r ly  
and  E ffic ie n t A r ra n g e m e n t of M a te r ia l  C o lle c te d  b y  W r i t e r s ' P r o j e c t , "  
J a n u a ry  9 , 1942, L aC o l-L S L B R , c ite d  h e re in a f te r  a s  "W ash ing ton  
R e p o r t;"  L y le  Saxon to  C la r ic e  R o ugeou , " F in a l  R e p o r t on L o u is ia n a  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t ,  " J a n u a ry  26 , 1943, L S C ol-H T M L , c ite d  h e re in ­
a f t e r  a s  "S a x o n 's  F in a l  R e p o r t ."  F o r  a d isc u s s io n  of th e  f in a l  
d e p o s itio n  of a l l  u n p u b lish ed  m a te r i a ls  of th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t ,  s e e  
M e rle  C olby , " F in a l  R e p o r t  on D ep o s itio n  of U npublished  M a te r ia ls  
of WPA W r i t e r s '  P r o g ra m ,  " A p r i l  8 , 1943, F W P -L a .
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T he L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s 1 P r o je c t  p r e p a re d  m a te r ia ls  f o r  
p u b lic a tio n  b y  th e  C e n tra l  O ffice . T h e se  to p ic s  w e re  A m e ric a  E a ts . 
H ands th a t  B u ilt  A m e r ic a , and T he L o u is ia n a  F a c tb o o k .
A ls b e rg  p lanned  f o r  A m e ric a  E a ts  to  b e  a  re g io n a l w ork  on 
th e  c u s to m s  and t ra d i t io n s  of s e rv in g  and p re p a r in g  food. T h is  w o rk  
w as n e v e r  p u b lish e d , p e rh a p s  due to  th e  1939 f e d e ra l  law  a ffe c tin g  
the  c u ltu ra l  p r o je c ts ,  and  to  A m e r ic a 's  c h an g e  in  n a tio n a l p r io r i t i e s  
a f te r  h e r  e n try  in to  th e  Second W o rk  W a r. Saxon w ro te  of the  
re g io n a l  w o rk  in  h is  f in a l  r e p o r t  w hen h e  sa id : "T h e  m an u s c r ip t  
of th e  v i r tu a lly  c o m p le te d  n a tio n a l v o lu m e w hich  w a s  co m p iled  in 
p a r t  in  th e  New O rlea n s  o f f ic e - -A m e r ic a  E a t s - -w i l l  no t b e  pub lish ed  
a t  p r e s e n t  f o r  obvious r e a s o n s . . . .  " A f te r  c lo s in g  the  p ro je c t  and 
going to  w o rk  in  th e  C e n tra l  O ffice , he a sk e d  th a t  th e  m a te r ia ls  on 
th is  to p ic  b e  sh ipped to  h im  in  W ash ing ton . He w an ted , he  sa id , to  
m ak e  th e  m a te r ia ls  a v a ila b le  to  n u tr i tio n  o f f ic ia ls  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  
e s ta b lis h in g  th e  e a tin g  h a b its  of A m e ric a n s  e n te r in g  th e  a rm e d  
f o rc e s .  P e r h a p s  the m a n u s c r ip ts  w e re  sh ip p ed  to  h im , but today  
th e y  a r e  in  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  L ib ra r y  a t  B aton  R ouge. They p e r ta in  
to  to p ic s  s u c h  a s  b re a d ,  f is h  co o k e ry  in  Sou th  L o u is ia n a , fow l, co ffee  
and t e a ,  l iq u o r s ,  and seafo o d . ^
^ L y le  Saxon, "S ax o n 's  F in a l  R e p o r t,  " 3 .
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A n o th e r  n a tio n a l  p ro je c t  on w h ich  th e  L o u is ia n a  w r i te r s  
w o rk e d  w a s  H ands T hat B u ilt  A m e r ic a , a ls o  l is te d  in so m e r e p o r t s  
a s  H ands T hat B u ilt  th e  N atio n . Saxon d id  n o t  m en tio n  th is  p ro je c t  
in  h is  f in a l  r e p o r t ,  b u t  th e  W ash ing ton  R e p o r t  s ta te d  th a t  th e  
L o u is ia n a  w r i te r s  w ould " lik e  to  m ak e  [ th e ir]  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th is  
S e r ie s  if  W ash ing ton  plan[ned] to go a h e a d  w ith  i t ,  " The C e n tra l  
O ffice , h o w e v e r ,  w as u n ab le  to  c o m p le te  th is  p ro je c t  by  th e  tim e  
the  W r i t e r s ' P ro je c t  c lo s e d .7
The C e n tra l  O ffice a ls o  p lan n ed  a n  en cy c lo p ed ic  p ro d u ctio n  
abou t th e  v a r io u s  s ta te s .  A s  p a r t  of t h i s  p r o g ra m  L o u is ia n a  w as to  
p ro d u ce  T he L o u is ia n a  E n c y c lo p e d ia , o r ,  p e rh a p s  a s  th e  n am e 
evo lved , T he L o u is ia n a  F a c tb o o k . The f o r m e r  t i t le  w as  l is te d  in  the  
1939 r e p o r t ,  w h e re a s  th e  l a t t e r  t i t le  w a s  d is c u s s e d  in  th e  1942 r e p o r t .  
If th ey  w e re  n o t th e  sa m e  p ro je c ts  th ey  a t  l e a s t  d e a lt  w ith  s im i l a r ,  
and in  so m e  in s ta n c e s ,  id e n tic a l ,  s u b je c ts .
A c c o rd in g  to  a 1942 " G e n e ra l  P r o s p e c tu s "  of th e  L o u is ia n a  
F a c tb o o k , th e  w o rk  w as "a r e f e r e n c e  b o o k  sup p ly in g  th e  g e n e ra l  
pub lic  w ith  e s s e n t ia l  in fo rm a tio n  on th e  h i s to r y  and  s o c ia l ,  ec o n o m ic , 
c u ltu ra l ,  and  p o l it ic a l  l if e  of th e  S ta te . " T he te n ta tiv e  ta b le  of 
co n te n ts  l is te d  c h a p te r  t i t le s  su ch  a s  " T h e  L a n d , T he P e o p le , H is to ry
7 "W ash in g to n  R e p o r t,  " 2; M an g io n e , The D re a m  a n d  th e  
D ea l, 346 .
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of S ta te , T h e  M u n ic ip a li tie s ,  A g r ic u l tu re ,  C o m m e rc e ,  In d u s try , 
L a b o r ,  E d u c a tio n a l  an d  C u ltu ra l  A c t iv i t ie s ,  R e lig io u s  and  S ocial 
I n s t i tu t io n s ,  N e w sp a p e r§, M otion  P i c tu r e s ,  D ra m a , [and] R a d io ,"
T he m a n u s c r ip t  c o n ta in e d  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t n e w s p a p e rs ,  fo r  
e x a m p le , su c h  a s  o w n e rsh ip , p o lit ic a l  a f f i l ia t io n ,  c ir c u la r io n ,  and  
n u m b e r . W hen th e  p r o je c t  ended th e  F a c tb o o k  m a n u s c r ip t  w as ab o u t 
t e n  p e r  c e n t  c o m p le te , th e  c h ro n o lo g y  a p p ro x im a te ly  e ig h ty  p e r  c e n t 
f in is h e d , w ith  a lm o s t  500 c h ro n o lo g ic a l  e n t r i e s .  T he a b s t r a c t  on th e  
s e c t io n , " C h a r te r s  an d  S ta te  C o n s t i tu t io n s ,"  c o n s is te d  of 5 0 ,0 0 0  
w o rd s ,  a b o u t e ig h ty  p e r  c e n t of th e  p lan n ed  le n g th . ®
The L o u is ia n a  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  a ls o  p r e p a r e d  a "N ationa l 
D efen se  S e r ie s .  " T he G uide to  th e  F r e n c h  Q u a r te r s  fo r  S e rv ic e  M en 
w as p a r t  of th is  s e r i e s .  G u id es  to  m i l i t a r y  b a s e s  n e a r  A le x a n d ria  
w e re  in  t h e i r  " p r e - f in a l  s ta g e "  w hen  th e  p r o je c t  en d ed , and  in  o u tlin e  
f o rm  w e re  g u id es  t i t le d  B a rk s d a le  F i e ld , C am p  P o lk  and S e rv ice  
M e n 's  Guide to  New O r le a n s  and V ic in ity . Saxon n o ted  in  h is  f in a l 
r e p o r t  th a t  " c e r t a in  p a r t s  o f . . . A M il ita ry  H is to ry  of L o u is ian a  [w ould] 
b e  m ad e  a v a ila b le  th ro u g h  th e  L o u is ia n a  L ib r a r y  C o m m iss io n  to  
m i l i t a r y  a u th o r i t i e s . . . o r  to  th e  O ffice  of W ar In fo r m a t io n . . . .  "9
8" A G e n e ra l  P r o s p e c tu s  o f th e  L o u is ia n a  F a c tb o o k ,"
J a n u a r y  14, 1942, L aC o l-L S L B R .
^ "W ash in g to n  M e m o ra n d u m ,"  1; "S a x o n 's  F in a l  R e p o rt,  " 3 . 
P e r h a p s  S a x o n 's  m o tiv a tio n  f o r  a v a il in g  p r o je c t  m a te r ia ls  to  m il ia r y
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In  a d d itio n  to  th e  u n c o m p le te d  n a tio n a l  p r o g ra m s  w e re  
s e v e r a l  in te n d e d  s ta te  a n d  lo c a l  p r o je c ts .  Saxon p lan n ed  a p p ro x i­
m a te ly  tw e n ty  s ig n if ic a n t  p u b lic a tio n s  fo r  th e  p ro je c t ,  b u t few  of 
th e s e  w e re  e v e r  f in is h e d ,  and  so m e  th a t  w e re  c o m p le te d  w e re  
n e v e r  p u b lish e d .
One of th e  c o m p le te d  b u t u n p u b lish e d  m a n u s c r ip t s  w as 
T h ey  Saw L o u is ia n a , 1519-1765. O nly th e  f i r s t  of th re e  v o lu m e s  
w a s  f in is h e d  and  i t  c o n s is te d  of f o r ty  c h a p te r s .  H e le n R . C ope , 
p r o je c t  e d ito r  of th e  w o rk , s ta te d  th a t  th e  f i r s t  v o lu m e co n ta in e d  
" c a re fu lly -c h e c k e d  q u o ta tio n s  f ro m  jo u rn a l s ,  m e m o irs  and  l e t t e r s  
of L o u is ia n a 's  d i s c o v e r e r s ,  e x p lo r e r s ,  s e t t l e r s ,  m is s io n a r ie s ,  
t r a d e r s ,  v i s i to r s ,  et c e te r a ,  jo in ed  by a  ru n n in g  te x t ,  in c lu d e d  a 
m in im u m  of b ack g ro u n d  and  b a s ic  m a te r i a l  a s s e m b le d  ab o u t b r ie f  
b io g ra p h ie s .
C ope n o ted  th a t  she w o rk e d  on th e  m a n u s c r ip t  f ro m  th e  
f a l l  of 193 9 u n t il  th e  c lo s e  of th e  p ro je c t.  B oth  sh e  a n d  Saxon hoped 
to  p u b lish  th e  m a n u s c r ip t ,  a lth o u g h  sh e  w a rn e d  Saxon: "I find  the
o f fic ia ls  w a s  p e c u n ia ry  a s  w e ll a s  p a tr io t ic .  A fte r  th e  p ro je c t  
ended , Saxon e a g e r ly  sough t to  jo in  th e  n a v y  an d  o th e r  r e la te d  
m il i t a ry  o rg a n iz a tio n s . He f a i l e d ,  h o w e v e r, to  p a s s  h is  p h y s ica l 
e x a m in a tio n s .
l^ H e le n  R . C ope, " G e n e ra l  R e p o r t  of W o rk  o f th e  'T r a v e l  
T a le s ' Unit, of th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' P r o j e c t , "  J a n u a ry  14, 1942, 
L aC o l-L S L B R .
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se co n d , th i r d  and  even  fo u r th  c h a p te r s  a lm o s t  d ead ly  d u ll—fo r  th e  
p r in c ip a l  r e a s o n ,  I  th in k , th a t  w e h a d  to  se e  o th e r  th an  m o d ern  
t r a n s la t io n s .  " Saxon sen t the  m a n u s c r ip t  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  of 
O k lahom a P r e s s  a t  N o rm an , O k lah o m a . He w ro te  Savoie L o ttin v il le ,  
of th e  U n iv e rs i ty  P r e s s ,  th a t  h e  hoped h is  com pany  w ould p u b lish  
th e  m a n u s c r ip t .  "Do no t b e  f r ig h te n e d  w hen y ou  s e e  w hat a v a s t  
m a n u s c r ip t  i t  i s , "  Saxon sa id . "Y ou  w ill fin d  c e r ta in  d ia r ie s  
r e p e t i t io u s ,  and  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  m a y  h av e  to  b e  c u t . . ..The m ain  
q u e s tio n  is :  Do you  w an t i t?
L o ttin v ille  in fo rm e d  Saxon th a t  h e  w ould n o tify  h im  
" c o n c e rn in g  i ts  pu b lish in g  p o s s ib i l i t i e s "  a s  soon a s  r e a d e r s  
ex am in ed  th e  m a n u s c r ip t .  P e r h a p s ,  h o w e v e r , L o ttin v ille  a ls o  
found th e  m a n u s c r ip t  "d ead ly  d u ll"  and  " r e p e t i t io u s ,  " fo r  h e  re fu se d  
to  p u b lish  i t .  ^
A n o th e r  p lanned  p ro je c t  abou t th e  e a r ly  h is to ry  of L o u is ian a  
w a s  T h e  S p an ish  in  L o u is ia n a . A c c o rd in g  to a  sy n o p s is  of th e  w o rk  
w r i t t e n  b y  Je an n e  de L av igne  S co tt on J a n u a ry  9, 1942, a ll  r e s e a r c h  
had  b een  co m p le te d  on th e  to p ic  and  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  w a s  about
H L y le  Saxon to  C lo r ic e  R ougeou , S ep tem b er 17, 1942, LS 
C O L -H T M L ; L y le  Saxon to  Savoie  L o ttin v il le ,  S e p tem b e r 17, 1942, 
i b i d . ; H elen  R . Cope to L y le  Saxon, S e p tem b e r 26, 1942, ib id .
* ̂ Savoie  L o ttin v ille  to  L y le  Saxon , S ep tem b er 24, 1942, ib id .
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PA G ES 287 THROUGH 289 
PO R T R A ITS OF L IF E  IN NEW ORLEANS
287 -A P r a l in e  M am m y in  F r o n t  of J a c k s o n  S q u a re*
288 -A P o r t r a i t  of M a rie  L av eau , Once th e  M ost F a m o u s
of Voodoo Q u een s*
289 -A Voodoo G ra v e  in  St. L o u is  C e m e te ry  N o. 2
•where Voodoo B e l ie v e r s  m ak e  C r o s s  M a rk s  w ith  
R ed B r ic k s  and  d ro p  C o in s  th ro u g h  H oles in  the  
C em ent to  m ak e  T h e ir  W ish es  co m e  T ru e *
* P ic tu re s  lo ca te d  in  the  N atio n a l A rc h iv e s .
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o n e -f if th  f in is h e d . S co tt in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  bo o k  would have tw e n ty - 
one c h a p te r s ,  e a c h  a b o u t 13 ,000  w o rd s  in  len g th . She e s tim a te d  
th a t ,  w hen  f in is h e d ,  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  would c o n s is t  of 47 , 775 w o rd s . 
T he p r o je c t  en d ed , h o w e v e r , b e fo re  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  co u ld  b e  
c o m p le te d  a n d  p u b lish e d . ^
S axon a ls o  p lan n ed  lo c a l  h i s to r ie s  a s  w e ll a s  s tu d ie s  of th e  
s ta te .  In  ad d itio n  to  th e  New O r le a n s  C ity  G u id e , Saxon p lanned  
g u id es  to B a to n  R ouge an d  to  S h re v e p o r t.  The w o rk  on B ato n  R ouge, 
e n title d  B a to n  Rouge: A n In fo rm a l H is to ry  f ro m  C o n te m p o ra ry  
D o c u m e n ts , n e v e r  w ent beyond th e  p lan n in g  s ta g e . Saxon m ad e  no 
r e f e r e n c e  to  th is  p r o je c t  in  h is  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  o r in  h is  f in a l r e p o r t .  
The W a sh in g to n  R e p o r t  s im p ly  s ta te d  "m u ch  of th e  r e s e a r c h  
co m p le te d , b u t w o rk  te m p o r a r i ly  s u s p e n d e d ."  The 1939 r e p o r t  
in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  w o rk  w as to  be "an in fo rm a l  h is to r y  of th e  c a p ita l  
of th e  s ta te  f ro m  i t s  e a r l i e s t  s e tt le m e n t  to  th e  p r e s e n t ,  b a se d  on 
c o n te m p o ra ry  a c c o u n ts ,  l e t t e r s ,  d ia r ie s ,  m e m o irs ,  n e w sp a p e r  
f i l e s ,  e tc .  "1 4
1 ^ J e a n n e  de L av igne  S co tt, "S y n o p s is  of th e  S pan ish  in  
L o u is ia n a ,"  J a n u a ry  9, 1942, L aC o l-L S L B R .
^ " W a s h in g to n  R e p o r t ,"  2; "1939 R e p o r t ,"  1. F o r  a  g e n e ra l  
d isc u s s io n  of th e  eco n o m ic  g row th  of B ato n  R ouge , and  th a t  of the  
South b e fo r e ,  d u r in g , an d  a f te r  W o rld  W ar I I , s e e  G eo rg e  B . T in d a ll, 
The E m e rg e n c e  of th e  New South, 1913-1945 (B aton R ouge, 1967),
466; and  T h o m a s  D. C la rk , T h e  E m e r g i n g  S outh (New Y ork , 1968), 
273.
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A lthough Saxon had n o  w ay  of know ing th a t  B aton  Rouge 
w ould b e c o m e  a n  im p o r ta n t  p e tro -c h e m ic a l  c e n te r  d u r in g  and  a f te r  
th e  w a r , p u b lic a tio n  of a  guide to  th e  c a p ita l  c ity  w ould  h ave  se em e d  
w a r r a n te d ,  anyw ay . New O rle a n s  so  d o m in a ted  th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t ,  
h o w ev er, th a t  o th e r  c i t i e s ,  eq u a lly  d e s e rv in g  of c o n s id e ra t io n , w e re  
ig n o re d .
Saxon e x p re s s e d  h is  t ru e  s e n tim e n t r e g a rd in g  c i t i e s  o th e r  
th an  New O rlea n s  w h en  he w ro te  abou t th e  S h re v e p o r t G uide in h is  
f in a l  r e p o r t :  "T he  L o u is ia n a  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  c o m p iled  s e v e ra l  
lo c a l  gu id es  d u rin g  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  of i t s  e x is te n c e  w hen i t  w a s  
n e c e s s a r y  to  have f ie ld  o ffices  in  v a rio u s  p a r t s  of th e  s t a t e . " 
A p p a re n tly  Saxon w o rk ed  on g u id es  to  c i t i e s  o th e r  th an  New O rlea n s  
only  "w hen i t  w as n e c e s s a r y  to  have  f ie ld  o ffic es  in  v a r io u s  p a r ts  
of th e  s ta te .  " W hen th is  " n e c e s s i ty "  ended , so  did th e  guide w o rk . 
Saxon n o ted  th a t  th e  S h re v e p o rt guide w as  co m p le te  an d  co n ta in ed  
"m u ch  u se fu l in fo rm a tio n  to  p eo p le  of th a t  v ic in i ty .
If S h re v e p o rt  r e s id e n ts  co u ld  n o t h av e  th e i r  co m p le ted  
gu ide p u b lish e d , th ey  a t le a s t  hoped to  r e ta in  th e  m a te r i a ls  c o lle c te d  
a bou t t h e i r  c ity .  Saxon sa id  th a t  R obina D enho lm e of S h re v ep o rt 
w an ted  to  "have  th e  S h re v ep o r t m a te r ia l  s to re d  in  S h re v e p o r t r a th e r
1®Saxon, "S ax o n 's  F in a l R e p o r t, " 4 .
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th a n  in  B a to n  R ouge .
Saxon co n su lte d  M iss  C u lv e r  a b o u t D e n h o lm e 1 s r e q u e s t  and 
th e y  a g re e d  to  send  th e  o r ig in a l  r e c o r d s  to  S h re v e p o r t .  Saxon to ld  
B e s s  V aughan , L ib ra r ia n  of th e  S h rev e  M e m o r ia l  L ib ra r y  of 
S h re v ep o rt:  "In th e  h a s te  of c lo s in g  th e  P r o je c t  w ithou t th e  a id  of
s k il le d  w o r k e r s —m an y  of th e m  had  le f t  u s  f o r  w a r  jo b s - - w e  found i t  
v i r tu a lly  im p o s s ib le  to  s e p a r a te  a ll  th e  m a te r i a l s .  11 He a sk ed  h e r  
"to  s e p a r a te  the  o r ig in a ls  f ro m  th e  c a rb o n s  and send  th e s e  c a rb o n s  
to  th e  L o u is ia n a  L ib ra r y  C o m m iss io n , so th a t  tw o s e ts  of th e  
m a te r i a ls  [may] b e  a v a ila b le  to  th e  p u b lic .
S e v e ra l  p lan n ed  b u t in co m p le te d  lo c a l  p r o je c ts  p e rta in e d  to 
New O r le a n s .  One su ch  w o rk  w as A H is to ry  of th e  New O rlea n s  C ity  
H all a n d  a G uide to  I ts  A r t  C o lle c tio n . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  1939 r e p o r t  
th is  p r o je c t  w a s  to  b e  "a h is to ry  of the  b u ild in g , th e  m a y o r s ,  and the  
p r in c ip a l  h i s to r ic  ev e n ts  w hich  h av e  tak en  p lace  in  th e  bu ild in g  s in ce  
th e  e r e c t io n ,  p lu s  a gu ide to  th e  p a in t in g s , s ta tu a ry ,  and o th er 
o b je c ts  d 'a r t  in  th e  C ity  H all c o lle c tio n . " The sa m e  r e p o r t  a ls o  
s ta te d  th a t  w o rk  w as p lanned  on a New O r le a n s  T o u r is t s ' P a m p h le t,
^ L y l e  Saxon to  B e s s  V aughan, F e b r u a r y  1, 1943, L SC ol-
HT M L .
17Ib id .
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"a  s h o r t  p a m p h le t on w h at New O r le a n s  h a s  to  o f fe r  t o u r i s t s .  "18
A n o th e r  p r o je c t  in v o lv in g  New O r le a n s  w as  C h a in s  of 
P r o p e r ty  T i t le s  in  th e  V ieu x  C a r r e . T h is  p ro je c t  so u g h t, a c c o rd in g  
to  th e  1939 r e p o r t ,  " to  d e fin i te ly  e s ta b l is h  th e  a u th e n t ic i ty  of 
p re v io u s  in fo rm a tio n  on th is  o ld  and  fam o u s  s e c t io n  o f N ew  O r le a n s , 
and  r e s e a r c h  in to  v a r io u s  s e c t io n s  of th e  F r e n c h  Q u a r te r  w h ich  have  
n e v e r  b e fo re  b e e n  a d e q u a te ly  i n v e s t ig a te d .1,19
T h is  w o rk  w a s  n o t co m p le te d  w hen th e  p r o je c t  en d ed , so 
m e m b e rs  of th e  V ieux  C a r r e  C o m m iss io n  of New O r le a n s  m ad e  
a r r a n g e m e n ts  w ith  S axon f o r  th e m  to  f in is h  th e  w o rk . C h a irm a n  
of th e  V ieux C a r r e  C o m m iss io n , W a lte r  Cook K een an , a s k e d  M ayor 
R o b e r t  M a e s t r i  to  a s s i s t  th e  C o m m iss io n  in  c o m p le tin g  th e  p ro p e r ty  
t i t le  r e s e a r c h  b y  p ro v id in g  the  C o m m iss io n  w ith  $1 5 0 . 00 a m onth . 
K eenan  sa id  th e  m o n e y  w ould b e  u se d  to  p a y  th e  s a la r y  o f M rs .  
S tephan ie  M c C o lla s te r ,  th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  e m p lo y ee  r e s p o n s ib le  
fo r  the  p r o p e r ty  s u rv e y , a n d  to  bu y  m a te r i a ls  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  M rs . 
M c C o l la s te r1 s r e s e a r c h .  M ay o r M a e s t r i  c o m p lied  w ith  K e e n a n 's  
r e q u e s t  f o r  m o n ey  by a u th o r iz in g  th e  e x p e n d itu re  of $98 . 00 a m o n th  
fo r  th e  s a la r y  of M rs .  M c C o lla s te r ,  an d  $ 1 0 0 .0 0  a  m o n th  f o r
18"1939 R e p o r t , "  2.
I 9Ib id .
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em p lo y in g  M rs .  L u c ille  W ard  a s  s te n o g ra p h e r  fo r  th e  office of th e  
V ieux C a r r e  C o m m iss io n . ^0
Saxon no ted  in  h is  f in a l r e p o r t  th a t  th e  V ieux C a r re  C o m ­
m is s io n  h i r e d  M rs .  M c C o lla s te r  to  c o m p le te  th e  V ieux  C a r r e  
p ro p e r ty  t i t l e  p ro je c t .  He a ls o  r e m a rk e d  th a t  h e  le f t  th e  o r ig in a l 
m a n u s c r ip t  of th is  p ro je c t  w ith  th e  C o m m iss io n  and  h ad  d u p lica te  
m a n u s c r ip ts  fo rw a rd e d  to  th e  L ib r a r y  C o m m iss io n  in Baton R o u g e . 
The V ieu x  C a r r e  C o m m iss io n , Saxon c o m m e n te d , p ro m is e d  to  send  
d u p lic a te  c o p ie s  of t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  to  th e  L ib r a r y  C o m m iss io n  u n til  
c o m p le tio n  of th e  p r o j e c t . 21
The a r r a n g e m e n t  Saxon m ad e  fo r  d isp o s a l  of m a te r ia ls  w ith  
th e  V ieux C a r r e  C o m m iss io n  w as s im ila r  to  th e  one h e  m ad e  w ith  th e  
S ta te  P a r k s  C o m m iss io n . One u n it of the  W r i t e r s 1 P ro je c t  w a s  c a lle d  
th e  S ta te  P a r k s  U nit. A c c o rd in g  to W illia m  W. W e lls , A cting  
D ire c to r  of th e  S tate  P a r k s  C o m m iss io n , th is  u n it  p e rfo rm e d  
" r e s e a r c h  and  copy ing  and  ty p in g  o f h i s to r ic a l  d a ta  fo r  f if te e n  
c r e s c e n t  b in d e r s .  11 The b in d e rs  co n ta in e d  tw o  v o lu m e s  of m a te r ia ls  
ab o u t the  A c a d ia n s , t h r e e  v o lu m e s  r e g a rd in g  A n d rew  J a ck so n , and
2 ® W alter Cook K eenan  to  R o b e r t  M a e s t r i ,  D e c e m b e r  4 , 1942, 
i b i d . ; R o b e r t  M a e s t r i  to  W a lte r  C ook K een an , D e c e m b e r  7, 1942, 
ib id .
21Saxon, "S ax o n 's  F in a l  R e p o r t,  " 2 .
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s e v e r a l  fo ld e r s  p e rta in in g  to  L o u is ia n a  n e w s p a p e rs  su ch  a s  the  
L o u is ia n a  G a z e tte , th e  New O r le a n s  A rg u s , and  th e  New O rlea n s  
B e e .22
T he S ta te  P a r k  U nit of th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  a ls o  c o m p iled  
se v en te e n  f o ld e r s  o£ m a te r ia ls  on to p ic s  su c h  a s  "A udubon 's  b i r t h ­
p la c e , L o u is ia n a -A c t of A d m iss io n , a n d  Lorn s ia n a -In d ia n  s .  " T h is  
u n it,  W e lls  n o ted , a ls o  had r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  th e  " r e s e a r c h  and 
copy ing  of h i s to r ic a l  m a te r ia l  p e r t in e n t  to  su b je c ts  u n d e r 'c r e s c e n t  
b in d e r s ,  1 c o m p ris in g  two f ile  d r a w e rs  of a p p ro x im a te ly  9 ,0 0 0  leg a l 
s iz e  longhand  p a g e s . " The u n it p re p a re d  a ty p ed  m a n u s c r ip t  f o r  the  
F o n ta in b le a u  S ta te  P a rk  and th e  L o n g fe llo w -E v a n g e lin e  S ta te  P a r k ,  
ea ch  m a n u s c r ip t  b e in g  a p p ro x im a te ly  100 p a g e s . R e g a rd in g  th e  
m a te r ia ls  g a th e re d  a n d  w r i tte n  b y  th e  S ta te  P a r k  U nit, Saxon sa id  
in  h is  f in a l  r e p o r t :  "C o p ies  of c e r ta in  m a te r i a ls  m ad e  by  o u r  
w o r k e r s  h av e  b een  le f t  w ith  th e  S ta te  P a r k s  C o m m iss io n  (an o th er of 
o u r  c o -s p o n s o r s )  in  th e  C o u rt H ouse in  New O r le a n s . D u p lica te s  of 
th is  m a te r i a l  have b een  s e n t  to  th e  L ib r a r y  C o m m iss io n  in  B aton 
R ouge . In  th is  w ay th e  m a te r ia l  i s  a v a ila b le  to  r e s e a r c h  w o rk e rs  in  
tw o p la c e s  in s te a d  of o n e ." 23
22W illia m  W . W e lls  to  L y le  Saxon, D e c e m b e r  14, 1942, 
L S C ol-H T M L .
23I b id . , Saxon, "S a x o n 's  F in a l  R e p o r t , "  2.
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In  a d d itio n  to  th e  p ro je c ts  th u s  f a r  d isc u s s e d ,  th e  L o u is ia n a  
W r i te r s  w e re  a ls o  invo lved  w ith  in d ex in g  and  t ra n s la t in g  p r o je c ts .  
L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ’ P r o je c t  em ployee  H e n r i  d e  S in c la ir  m ad e  a 
r e p o r t  in A p r i l ,  1942, p e rta in in g  to th e  P r o j e c t 's  ind ex in g  and t r a n s ­
la tin g  w o rk . S in c la i r 's  r e p o r t ,  e n title d  " B ib lio g rap h y , w ith  
E x p la n a tio n s , of T ra n s la tio n s ,  T r a n s c r ip t io n s ,  and H is to r ic a l  d a ta , 
C o m p iled  by V ario u s  U nits of the  W ork  P r o je c t s  A d m in is tra t io n , 
and a v a ila b le  a t  th e  H o w a rd -T ilto n  M e m o ria l L ib ra ry ,  T u lane  
U n iv e rs ity , New O r le a n s , L o u is ia n a ,"  l is te d  a p p ro x im a te ly  tw en ty  
d iffe re n t  t i t l e s .
Two of th e  m a jo r  u n p ub lished  ind ex in g  p ro je c ts  w e re  an  
Index  of D eb o w 's  C o m m e rc ia l  and  F in a n c ia l  R ev iew , and an  Index  to 
th e  L o u is ia n a  H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly . A c c o rd in g  to  S in c la ir ,  the  
Debow in d ex  c o n s is te d  of " the  c o lle c tio n  of th e  o r ig in a l  n u m b e rs ,  
in c o rp o ra t in g  d a ta  r e g a rd in g  the  A g r ic u l tu ra l ,  C o m m e rc ia l ,
In d u s t r ia l  P r o g r e s s  and  R e s o u rc e s  of the  South. " The in d ex  c o v e re d  
v o lu m e s  one th ro u g h  th ir ty - f o u r  fo r  th e  y e a r s  1846 th ro u g h  1870.
One v o lu m e  c o v e re d  the  p e rio d  1879 to 1880.
24 H e n r i  de S in c la ir ,  "B ib lio g rap h y , w ith  E x p la n a tio n s , of 
T r a n s la t io n s ,  T r a n s c r ip t s ,  an d  H is to r ic a l  D a ta . C om piled  by 
V a r io u s  U n its  of th e  W ork  P r o je c ts  A d m in is tra t io n , and A v a ila b le  
a t  th e  H o w a rd -T ilto n  L ib ra ry ,  T u lan e  U n iv e rs ity , New O r le a n s , 
L o u is ia n a , " A p r i l ,   ̂1942, L aC o l-L S L B R .
2 5Ib id . , 106.
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T he In d ex  to  th e  L o u is ia n a  H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly  c o m p r ise d  
one v o lu m e  of 138 p a g e s . T h is  w o rk  w en t th ro u g h  th e  y e a r  1938.
I t  w a s , n o ted  S in c la i r ,  "an  a lp h a b e tic a l  in d e x  of th e  v a r io u s  a r t i c l e s ,  
and  th e i r  a u th o r s ,  co n ta in ed  w ith in  th e  p a g e s  of the  v a r io u s  i s s u e s  
of th e  L o u is ia n a  H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly .
The W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  a ls o  t r a n s la te d  a  n u m b e r  of t i t l e s ,  
b a s ic a l ly  f ro m  F r e n c h  and  S p an ish  in to  E n g lish . One su ch  t i t le  w as 
H is to i r e  E c c le s ia s t iq u e ,  L e t te r e  E d if ia n te s  In e d i te s . F lo re n c e  
P e te r s o n ,  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  e m p lo y e e , t r a n s la te d  th is  
t i t le  f ro m  F r e n c h  in to  E n g lish . The w o rk , n o ted  S in c la i r ,  w as  
"a n a r r a t iv e  of the  a u th o r 's  [F a u y e r ]  voyage to  L o u is ia n a , d a ted  a t  
New O r le a n s ,  N o v em b er 1721.
A n o th e r  p r o je c t  e m p lo y ee , M aud O. T u rc a n , t ra n s la te d  
f ro m  F r e n c h  in to  E n g lish  a 1 34-page  w o rk  b y  C h a r le s  M ontagne, 
H is to ry  of th e  C om pany  of the  In d e s . A lb e r t  G u e r r e r o ,  a ls o  a 
p ro je c t  e m p lo y e e , t r a n s la te d  in to  E n g lish  a tw e n ty - s ix  page Span ish  
w o rk  w r i t te n  in  1769 by  Don A le ja n d ro  O 'R e il ly , e n title d  M ilita ry  and 
P o l it ic a l  G o v e rn m e n t of L o u is ia n a . G u e r r e r o  a ls o  t ra n s la te d  S pan ish  
S e rv ic e  R e c o rd s .  T h e se  r e c o r d s ,  s a id  S in c la i r ,  w e re  r e c o r d s  
" s ig n e d  b y  M iro  a n d  P e d re  P ie rn a s ,  th e  l a t t e r  m i l i t a ry  G o v ern o r of
2 6Ib id . , 107.
2 7I b id . , 108.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
298
New O r le a n s  d u r in g  the  G a lv es  ex p e d itio n s  a g a in s t  B aton  R ouge, 
M o b ile , and  P e n s a c o la . 1128
S e v e ra l  t i t l e s  p e r ta in e d  to  E u ro p e an  t r a v e l e r s  in  L o u is ia n a . 
P r o je c t  e m p lo y ee  S. M. F u c ic h  t r a n s la t e d  tw o c h a p te r s  of a n  1878 
w o rk  b y  E m ile  de D a m sea u x , T r a v e ls  in  N o r th  A m e r ic a . F lo re n c e  
P e te r s o n  t r a n s la te d  one page  of a w o rk  by A lc id s  d 'O rb ig n y  w r i t te n  
in  183 6, V oyage P ic tu re s q u e  in  th e  Two A m e r ic a s . P e te r s o n  t r a n s ­
la te d  s ix ty - tw o  pag es  of A tlan tic  S o u v e n irs , b y  T h eo d o re  P av ie  in  
1833; tw en ty - tw o  p a g e s  of a book by E l is e e  R e c lu s  in  1855, F r a g m e n ts ,  
f ro m  a V oyage to  New O r le a n s ; c h a p te r s  f if te e n  and  s ix te e n  of 
M. G. de M o lin a ri .  M o lin a r i 's  L e t te r s  on th e  U n ited  S ta te s  and 
C a n a d a , w r i t te n  in  1876; c h a p te r  s ix te e n  of L a L o u is ia n a , w r itte n  in 
1904 b y  E u g en e  Guenin; s e v en te e n  p a g e s  of V oyage of a L a b o r e r  in  
th e  V a lle y  o f th e  M is s is s ip p i,  w r i t te n  in  1877 b y  P r o s p e r  J a co to t;  
and  101 p a g e s  of a jo u rn a l  k ep t b y  Je a n  B a p tis t  F o rc h a u d , D aily  
J o u rn a l  f o r  th e  Y ear 1858. 29
Je a n n e  W ogan A rg u e d a s  w as a n o th e r  p ro je c t  em p lo y ee  w ho 
t r a n s la te d  s e v e r a l  t i t le s  f ro m  F r e n c h  in to  E n g lish . T h e se  w o rk s  
w e re , H ere  and  T h e re  in  L o u is ia n a , a t h r e e - p a r t  a r t i c l e  a p p e a r in g
2 8Ib id . , 109-111.
2 9Ib id . , 112-116, 120-121.
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in  th e  M a rc h  7, 1867 e d itio n  of R ev u e  C o sm o p o lite ; T h e  Old R ed
Chu.rch an d  i t s  C e m e te r y , a  1722 w o rk  by  F a th e r  P e u f ie r ,  a  p a r i s h
p r ie s t  of th e  C h u rc h  of S a in te -M a r ie  in  S ain t C h a r le s  P a r is h ;
L 'Q b s e r v a te u r  L o u is ia n a is ;  A L i s t  of th e  F r e n c h  S o c ie t ie s  in
New O r l e a n s , a n  a r t i c l e  in  th e  A p r i l  17, 193 6 i s s u e  o f C o u r r ie r ; and
S u p e rs t i tio n s  o f N ew  O r le a n s ,  a l is tin g  of s u p e rs t i t io n s  p re v a le n t  in
New O r le a n s  a m o n g  d e sc e n d a n ts  of f o r m e r  s la v e s  em ployed  by
C re o le  f a m i l i e s . 3 ^
S in c la i r  n o ted  s e v e r a l  o th e r  w o rk s  t r a n s la te d  in  w hole o r
in  p a r t  by  th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t .  L a u r e a t  P e l le t io r
tr a n s la te d  c h a p te r s  f iv e , se v en te e n , tw e n ty - tw o , and  th ir ty -o n e
of A r i s to c r a c y  in  A m e r ic a , a n  1883 w o rk  d e a lin g  w ith , s a id  S in c la ir ,
" th e  F r e n c h  lan g u a g e  in  L o u is ia n a . . . th e  f i l ib u s te r in g  a c t iv i t ie s  of
W illia m  W a lk e r ,  and th e  v i s i t s  of [P ie r re ]  Soule to  P a r i s  an d
M a d r i d . . . .  " C a ju n  w as a th e s is  t r a n s la te d  in to  E n g lish  f ro m  F re n c h
by  an  u n id en tif ie d  p r o je c t  w o rk e r ,  a s  w as th e  t h e s i s ,  V oodoo ism , and 
3 1a w o rk  t i t le d  In  L o u is ia n a .
The L o u is ia n a  S ta te  L ib ra r y  a t  B a to n  R ouge  h a s  co p ie s  of 
th re e  of th e  t r a n s la t io n s  S in c la ir  d is c u s s e d ,  n a m e ly , In  L o u is ia n a ,
3 ° Ib id . , 118, 1 25-127 .
3 1I b i d . , 117, 119, 122, 124.
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L eg en d  an d  R e a l i t ie s , H is to ry  of th e  C o m p an y  of th e  I n d ie s , and
A D a ily  J o u rn a l  f o r  1858. The L ib ra r y  a ls o  h a s  t i t l e s  to  s e v e ra l  
w o rk s  n o t m en tio n ed  by  S in c la ir .  T h e se  a r e  n o t p u b lic a tio n s , b u t 
t y p e s c r ip t s  of t r a n s la t io n s  and  of e s s a y s  w r i t te n  b y  p ro je c t  
e m p lo y e e s . T he l ib r a r y  h a s  bound th e s e  t r a n s la t io n s  and  e s s a y s  
and  now in c lu d e s  th e m  a s  p a r t  of i t s  h o ld in g s . O th e r t i t le s  in  the  
l ib r a r y  a r e  a s  fo llo w s: L ak e  P ro v id e n c e . L o u is ia n a ; Old H ouses of 
E a s t  C a r r o l l ; A r l in g to n ; L o u is ian a  P la c e  N a m e s ; T re n d s  in  F a m ily  
L ife  a n d  O rg a n iz a tio n  in  L o u is ian a ; The S a in t Y b a rs  P la n ta t io n  or 
M a s te rs  and S lav es  in  L o u is ia n a . A S ocial A c c o u n t; D re u x  S e ig n eu r 
De G en tjlly ; Huey L o n g 's  P e r io d ; and M e m o irs  of the  Y ear Two 
T housand  F iv e  H u n d red . 32
The a b o v e  m en tio n ed  t r a n s c r ip t s ,  t r a n s la t io n s ,  and  ty p e ­
w r i t te n  e s s a y s  in  th e  H ow ard  M e m o ria l and  L o u is ia n a  S tate  L ib ra ry  
a t  B ato n  Rouge r e p r e s e n t  so m e  of th e  w o rk  done b y  th e  w h ite  W r i t e r s ' 
P r o je c t .  A m a jo r  p ro je c t  n o t co m p le ted  w hen th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  
e nded , h o w e v e r ,  w as th e  a l l  b lac k  D il la rd  P r o je c t  a t D il la rd  
U n iv e rs i ty  in  New O r le a n s . T h is  p ro je c t  g a th e re d  m a te r ia l  and w ro te  
copy f o r  p u b lic a tio n  of The N egro  in  L o u is ia n a .
Saxon n o ted  in  h is  fin a l r e p o r t  th a t  th e  N eg ro  h is to ry
3 2 T y p e s c r ip t  c o p ie s  a r e  L aC o l-L S L B R .
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m a n u s c r ip t  w as " v ir tu a l ly  c o m p le te "  w hen th e  p ro je c t  en d ed . An
u n id en tified  D il la rd  P r o je c t  em p lo y ee  o b se rv e d  in  a  p ro s p e c tu s  of 
th e  m a n u s c r ip t  th a t  th e  p ro je c t  c o m p le te d  "1 , 128 p a g e s  of f in ish ed  
copy, c o m p r is in g  abou t 46 c h a p te r s .  The two o r  th re e  v e ry  s h o r t  
c h a p te rs  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  i t s  co m p le tio n  w ill p ro b ab ly  c o v e r  a b o u t 
e ig h t p a g e s  each , m ak in g  a to ta l of n e a r ly  1, 200 f in ish e d  p ag es  to  
th e  c o m p le te d  m a n u s c r ip t .  A f te r  th is  the  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  e a s y  ta s k  
of ed iting  and co n d en sin g  w ill p r e p a r e  the  book fo r  th e  p u b lis h e r .
The r e m a in in g  r e c o r d s  of th e  in ten d ed  h is to ry  of th e  N egro  
in  L o u is ia n a  a re  now e x tre m e ly  l im ite d .  The p ro sp e c tu s  an d  the 
ou tline  of th e  in te n d e d  book  in d ic a te  th a t  th e  h is to r y  w ould have b een  
ra d ic a lly  d iffe re n t  f ro m  th e  p o r tr a y a l  of N e g ro  life  in  th e  tw o  guides 
and  in  th e  fo lk lo re  book. T he ex ten t of th is  c o n tr a s t  can  be se en  in  
th e  fo llow ing p ro sp e c tu s  of The N e g ro  in  L o u is ia n a :
T h is  book on L o u is ia n a  N e g ro e s  w ill  co n ta in  
in te r e s t in g  and co lo rfu l s to r ie s  of s la v e  l ife ,  
h ousing , c u is in e , c lo th in g , h e a lth , re m e d ie s ,  and 
h o s p ita liz a tio n . In  i t  one w ill le a rn  of m any  of the  
N eg ro  d e a le r s  who f lo u r is h e d  in  New O rle a n s  an d  
o th e r  L o u is ia n a  c e n te r s .  The fo lk lo re  of F re n c h -  
and  E n g lish -sp e a k in g  s la v e s  w ill  be d e s c r ib e d .
Voodoo lo re  and th e  s to r y  of th e  c e le b ra te d  M a rie  
L a v e a u  an d  eq u a lly  fam o u s  D o c to r John  a r e  in c lu d ed .
How th e  p o s itio n  of S ta te  e x e c u tio n e r  w as t r a d i t io n ­
a lly  g iv en  to  a  N eg ro  s lav e  w ill  a ls o  be to ld . B u t
3^Saxon, "S ax o n 's  F in a l  R e p o r t, " 2; " P r o s p e c tu s  of 'T h e  
N egro  in  L o u i s ia n a , '"  L S C ol-H T M L .
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one N e g ro —m o re  h u m an e  th an  h is  p r e d e c e s s o r s  — 
re fu s e d  to  shed  blood in  th is  m a n n e r ,  and  w hen 
a p p o in te d  to  th e  jo b  i s  sa id  to  h av e  s tr u c k  off h is  
own hand  r a th e r  th a n  s e rv e .  The s tu d y  a ls o  c a r r i e s  
a d e s c r ip t io n  of a s lav e  a u c tio n  in  th e  fam o u s  o ld 
S t. L o u is  H otel E x ch an g e- - one o f th e  m an y  au c tio n  
ro o m s  of th e  c i ty  w h ere  N e g ro e s  w e re  so ld .
B i t  b y  b it ,  f a c ts  h i th e r to  unknow n c o n c e rn in g  
th e  b lac k  peo p le  of th e  S ta te  b e g in  to  u nfo ld  th e m ­
s e lv e s  in  th e  s to r y .  O ut of th e  la b y r in th ia n  m a z e  
of R e c o n s tru c tio n  a ro s e  th e  e d u c a te d  a n d  c u ltu re d  
c la s s e s  of f r e e  c o lo re d  m en , who w e re  v e ry  o ften  
ed u ca ted  in  F r a n c e ,  the  n o r th e rn  U nited  S ta te s ,  and 
on th e  E u ro p e an  c o n tin en t, l ik e  t h e i r  w h ite ,  and 
f r e e  c o lo re d  f a th e r s  b e fo re  th e m . T h ey  t r i e d  b y  a l l  
of th e  p ow er and  w e a lth  a t  t h e i r  co m m an d  to  lead  
t h e i r  f r e e d  b r o th e r s  in to  a  p o lit ic a l  P r o m is e  L and , 
but th o se  who had la sh e d  and  d r iv e n  th e m  fo r  n e a r ly  
tw o h u n d red  y e a r s —both  R e p u b lican  and  D e m o c ra t - -  
w e re  too s tro n g  and  cun n in g . L i tt le  by  l i t t l e ,  th e  
m o re  w o rth w h ile  N e g ro e s  and  w hite  c a r p e tb a g g e r s  
w e re  e lim in a te d , and th en  a m ad  s c ra m b le  b eg an  fo r  
N eg ro  v o tes  b e tw een  u n p r in c ip le d  le a d e r s  on b o th  
s id e s  of th e  p o lit ic a l  fen c e . In  th e  end , th e  r e a c t io n ­
a r y  won ou t, an d  th en  a n e w -u n p re c e d e n te d  e r a  of 
b la c k  ex p lo ita tio n  w as u s h e re d  in .
In ad d itio n  to  the  m a te r ia l  o u tlin ed  h e re ,  th e r e  
i s  a ls o  th e  s to r y  of th e  L o u is ia n a  N eg ro  a f te r  th e  
C iv il  W a r . The N e g ro  a s  a s o ld ie r ,  p a in te r ,  p o e t, 
w r i te r ,  p u b l is h e r ,  a c to r ,  s c u lp to r ,  and  a rc h i te c t ,  
a r e  but a few  of th e  p h a ses  of N eg ro  life  th a t  a r e  
p ro je c te d  in to  th e  p r e s e n t  d ay . N eg ro  la b o r ,  c h u rc h e s , 
p o l it ic s ,  b u s in e s s ,  p ro fe s s io n s ,  and  o th e r  a s p e c ts  of 
N eg ro  in te g ra t io n  in to  A m e ric a n  c iv il iz a tio n  a r e  a m p ly  
t r e a te d  in  t h is  book.
T h e  p rev a ilin g  th ough t in w r i tin g  th is  acco u n t 
of th e  N eg ro  in L o u is ia n a  w as to  p r e s e n t  an
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in fo rm a t iv e ,  e n te r ta in in g , r e a d a b le  a c co u n t of th e  
a c t iv i t ie s  s in c e  th e  found ing  of th e  f i r s t  e a r ly  
se t t le m e n ts .  In  ad d itio n  to  th is ,  f a c ts  h av e  a ls o  
b e e n  ad v a n ce d  th a t  w ould  d is p ro v e  m an y  of th e  
c o m m o n  h i s to r ic a l  e r r o r s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  N e g ro 's  
long  s ta y  in o u r com m on c o u n try . ^4
The " o u tlin e"  of The N e g ro  in  L o u is ia n a  i s  a ls o  re v e a lin g  
a s  to  th e  fo cu s  of the  in ten d ed  book. L ik e  th e  p ro s p e c tu s ,  the  
"o u tlin e"  w as v e ry  m u ch  a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  th e  in te rp re ta t io n  of th e  
N e g r o 's  r o le  in  L o u is ia n a  h i s to r y  in  th e  g u id es  and  fo lk lo re  book. 
E s p e c ia l ly  i n te r e s t in g  i s  th e  p o r tr a y a l  of the  s la v e -c a tc h e r  and th e  
C re o le  in  th e  in te n d e d  N e g ro  h is to ry :
P e o p le  g e n e ra l ly  c o n v e rs a n t  w ith  A m e ric a n  
h i s to r y  e r ro n e o u s ly  b e lie v e  th a t  th e  N eg ro  h a s  
m ad e  no  c o n s id e ra b le  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  a d v a n c e ­
m e n t of A m e r ic a n  a r t ,  in v en tio n , e co n o m ic  
p r o g r e s s ,  ed u ca tio n , o r  l i t e r a tu r e .  E v en  in  th e  
r e a lm  of c u lin a ry  a r t s  th e  N e g ro 's  t r u e  w o rth  i s  
d en ied  to  h im , a lthough  h is  e f fo r ts  in  th a t  d i r e c ­
tio n  b e g a n  e a r ly  in  th e  life  of th e  co lony  and  
r e m a in  un to  the  p re s e n t  d a y . . . .
T h e re  i s  s t i l l  too  l i t t l e  know n of th e  n u m ero u s  
e ffo r ts  m ad e  b y  A m e ric a n  N e g ro e s , in  c o n c e r t  
w ith  w h ite  l ib e r a l s ,  to  b r e a k  th e  bonds of s la v e ry .
M any p e rs o n s , fo rg e ttin g , o r h av in g  r e a d  no th ing  
of t h e i r  m an y  a tte m p ts  a t  i n s u r r e c t io n s ,  u s u a lly  
p o in t to  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  A m e ric a n  N e g ro  w as  th e  
on ly  p e rs o n  e v e r  to  h av e  f re e d o m  t h r u s t  upon h im  
w ith o u t s tru g g lin g  fo r  i t ,  u n m in d fu l o r  ig n o ra n t  
of th e  fa c t  th a t  the  s lav e  m a n -p o w e r  of th e  South 
a s  s o ld ie r s  and  la b o r e r s ,  e tc .  , b e c a m e  th e  d e c id ­
ing  fa c to r  in  th e  o u tco m e  of th e  C iv il  W a r.
3 4 n p ro S p ecj.us  q£ i-phe N e g ro  in  L o u i s ia n a ,1" ib id .
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T h e r e  w e re  so  m a n y  in s u r r e c t io n s  and 
a t te m p ts  a t  in s u r r e c t io n s  th a t  i t  i s  h a rd ly  p o ss ib le  
to  n a m e  th e m  a l l .  O ne New O r le a n s  w r i t e r  once 
w ro te  th a t  e v e ry  p la n ta tio n  w as a n  a rm e d  c a m p . 
W hile  th is  p ic tu re  w as s lig h tly  e x a g g e ra te d , i t  i s  
n o  A b o li tio n is t  p ro p ag an d a  to  a s s e r t  th a t  a  p a ll  
o f n a m e le s s  f e a r  hung o v e r  th e  e n t i r e  S ou th lan d , 
and  th a t  d eep  w ith in  h is  h e a r t  e v e ry  th in k in g  
S o u th e rn e r  knew  th a t  so m e t e r r ib l e  d ay  of 
r e t r ib u t io n  w ould c o m e  w hen th e  d e b t th a t  th e  
A m e r ic a n  co m m o n w e a lth  owed th e  s la v e s  would 
b e  w a sh e d  aw ay  in  e v e r - r i s in g ,  e v e r-w id e n in g  
w av es  of h um an  b lo o d . T h a t day  c a m e  and  w hen 
th a t  d a y  did a r r i v e ,  m en  su d d e n ly  r e a l iz e d  th a t  
th e  p a r t i c u la r  ty p e  of ex p lo ita tio n  of t h e i r  fe llo w - 
m en  w h ic h  th e y  and th e i r  f a th e r s  had  know n w as 
n o t w o rth  the  p r ic e  e x a c te d  of th em .
A s  s la v e  e s c a p e s  b e c a m e  m o re  n u m e ro u s , the  
s la v e c a tc h e r s  b e c a m e  b o ld e r  and m o re  a u d a c io u s . 
(Even m o re  g u l l ib le . ) A m u la tto  e sca p e d  in  New 
O r le a n s  and  m ad e  h is  w a y  a c r o s s  th e  r iv e r  to  
A lg ie r s .  A N eg ro  t r a d e r ,  n am ed  H a ll, c ro s s e d  
th e  r iv e r  in  c lo se  p u r s u i t  a s s e r t i n g  th a t  h e  w as  th e  
p ro p e r ty  of a  N o rth  C a ro lin a  m a s t e r .  U n fo rtu n a te ly , 
h e  a sk e d  in fo rm a tio n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  ru n aw ay  f ro m  
a n o th e r  N e g ro , who, upon  b e in g  fu rn is h e d  w ith  a 
d e s c r ip t io n  of th e  m an , (m isch ie v o u s ly )  p o in ted  out 
a d a rk -c o m p le x io n e d  C re o le  in  a n e a rb y  b a r r o o m , 
and  p re te n d in g  a d m ira t io n  of th e  s le e v e s  and  cu ffs 
o f h is  s h ir t ,  b a n te r in g ly  a sk ed  to  see  h is  w r i s t s .  
U n su sp e c tin g ly , th e  C re o le  h e ld  out h is  h a n d s . The 
N e g ro  t r a d e r  q u ick ly  snapped  a p a i r  of h an d cu ffs  
upon  h im , an d  beg an  d rag g in g  h im  to w a rd s  th e  r i v e r  
f o r  a  r e tu r n  t r i p  to  New O r le a n s . The C re o le ,  
b e in g  a  w e ll-k n o w n  c it iz e n  of A lg ie r s ,  s e t  up  a loud  
c r y  th a t  h e  w as be in g  k id n ap p ed . 'C o m e  a lo n g , 1 th e  
N eg ro  t r a d e r  co m m an d ed  h im , m e n a c in g ly , 'I  know
you w e ll; you  b e lo n g  to  C o lo n e l_____________ , in
N o rth  C a ro lin a . 1 B u t th e  C re o le ,  s t i l l  c ry in g  o u t 
lo u d ly , r e fu s e d  to  b e  h u r r ie d  in to  s la v e r y .
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'J e  ne s u is  p as  un n a ig re !  Je  ne  s u is  p as  un 
n a ig r e ! ' h e  con tin u ed  to  s c re a m  a t  h is  c a p to r ,  
an d  a p p e a le d  to  h is  f r i e n d s ,  in  th e  c ro w d , 
w h ich  q u ick ly  g a th e re d  to  v e r i f y  h is  s ta te m e n t.
T h is  w as  done , and th e  N eg ro  t r a d e r  w as  lodged 
in  j a i l .  'P e o p le  se e m  to  th in k  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  no 
law s  in  th e  c o u n tr y ,1 o b se rv e d  th e  D a ily  D e lta ,
'a n d  th a t  e v e ry  m an  c a m e  m ak e  h im s e lf  Ju d g e ,
J u ry ,  S h e r if f  a n d  E x e c u tiv e , w h e n e v e r he 
d e s i r e s .  ' T o  th is  s tag e  had  th e  'p e c u l ia r  
in s t i tu t io n  p r o g re s s e d  in  m id - J u ly  of 1 8 5 0 .^
The D il la rd  a c co u n t of th e  ro le  of th e  N e g ro  in  L o u is ia n a
w as  to  be u n lik e  a n y  o th e r  a c co u n t p u b lish ed  by  th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t ,
an d  S ax o n 's  d e p o s itio n  of th e  D il la rd  r e c o r d s  w as  d iffe re n t  f ro m
th e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  he m ade  fo r  a l l  o f th e  o th e r  p r o je c ts .  In v iew  of
w h a t h ap p en ed  to  th e s e  r e c o r d s  and  to  th e  " v ir tu a l ly  c o m p le te "
m a n u s c r ip t ,  th e  e x a c t  a r r a n g e m e n t  Saxon m ade  fo r  s to r in g  the
re c o r d s  i s  im p o r ta n t .
On D e c e m b e r  3 1, 1942, Saxon w ro te  A . W. D en t, P re s id e n t
of D il la rd  U n iv e rs i ty ,  a b o u t th e  D il la rd  P r o je c t  r e c o r d s .  Saxon sa id :
I  have d isc u s s e d  w ith  M a rc u s  B . C h r is t ia n  
th e  a d v is ib il i ty  of leav in g  th e  N eg ro  M a te r ia l  
w h e re  i t  i s  a t  p r e s e n t ,  and th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  of w o rk  
b e in g  co n tin u ed  on th e  b o o k , The N eg ro  in  L o u is ia n a , 
u n til  i t  i s  c o m p le te d . B e in g  a s s u r e d  of h is  in te n tio n s  
in  th a t  d i re c tio n ,  and w ith  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  th e  
u n iv e r s i ty  w ould  give h im  a l l  a id  p o s s ib le , i t  w as  
l a r g e ly  d ue  to  h is  s o lic ita tio n s  th a t  I  have  concluded  
th a t  y o u r  in s t itu t io n  i s  th e  lo g ic a l  p lac e  in  w hich to  
a llo w  i t  to  re m a in .
^ " O u t l i n e  of 'T h e  N eg ro  in  L o u is ia n a , ib id .
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A lth o u g h  I sh a ll  b e  in  W ash ing ton  fo r  a  few  
m o n th s , I  w ou ld  lik e  to  know f ro m  tim e  to  tim e  
ju s t  how  th e  w o rk  i s  p r o g re s s in g ,  a n d  w hen i t  
i s  f in ish e d , I  w ould  a ls o  lik e  to  b e  a b le  to  h e lp  
in  ge ttin g  th e  a tte n tio n  of a  p u b lis h e r ,  a s  w e ll a s  
b e in g  a b le  to  w r i te  th e  fo rw a rd  in  w h ich  I w ould 
lik e  to  give you and  C h r is t ia n  th e  p ro p e r  c re d i t  
in  th e  w r itin g  and  p u b lish in g  of th e  w o rk ,
P r e s id e n t  D en t re sp o n d e d  to  S ax o n 's  l e t t e r  b y  a s s u r in g  h im  
th a t  a l l  w ould b e  done to  co m p le te  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  and to  have  i t  
pub lish ed :
I w ish  to  a s s u r e  you th a t  we a r e  p lea se d  to  
h av e  th is  m a te r i a l  d e p o s ite d  h e re  an d  th a t  we w ill 
m ak e  i t  a v a ila b le  to  M r. C h r is t ia n  a s  w e ll a s  to  
o th e r  in te r e s te d  p e rs o n s  f ro m  tim e  to  tim e  a s  i s  
ou r cu s to m  w ith  a l l  o u r l ib r a r y  m a te r ia ls .
W e s h a ll  do w h a t we c a n  to  e n c o u ra g e  M r.
C h r is t ia n  and  g ive a ll  of o u r a s s i s ta n c e  w e c a n  a t  
D il la rd  U n iv e rs i ty  to b r in g  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  to  
c o m p le tio n  and  r e a d y  fo r  su b m iss io n  to  a p ub­
l is h e r .  W hen w e get to  th is  s ta g e  w e w ill 
c e r ta in ly  a s k  a g a in  y o u r a s s is ta n c e .  37
Upon le a rn in g  of th e  sp e c ia l  a r r a n g e m e n t  th a t  Saxon had
m ad e  w ith  C h r is t ia n  and D ent, C la r ic e  H. Rougeou, S ta te  D ire c to r
of th e  S e rv ic e  D iv is io n , a sk ed  Saxon: "W e w o n d er w h e th e r m a t t e r s
of th is  s o r t  can  be le f t  in  th e  h a n d s  of a p r iv a te  in s t itu t io n  su ch  a s
D i l la r d ."  R ougeou s a id  she  h ad  no  o b jec tio n  to  lea v in g  th e  m a te r ia ls
3 ^L yle  S axon to  A . W. D en t, D e c e m b e r  31 , 1942, ib id .
37A . W. D en t to  L y le  Saxon, D e c e m b e r  3 1 , 1942, ib id .
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w ith  th e  L o u is ia n a  L ib ra r y  C o m m iss io n , a  p u b lic  ag e n cy  an d  fo rm e r  
s p o n s o r  of th e  p r o je c t .  "W e a r e  n o t a t  a l l  s u re ,  h o w e v e r , " sa id  
R ougeou, " th a t a  s im i l a r  a r r a n g e m e n t  w ith  D il la rd  would be  
s a t is fa c to ry .
The a r r a n g e m e n t  Saxon m ad e  w ith  D il la rd  seem ed  lo g ic a l  
to  h im . T he r e c o r d s  w e re  a l r e a d y  a t  D i l la rd ,  and  th e  D i l la rd  P r o je c t  
D i r e c to r ,  M a rc u s  B. C h r is t ia n ,  a s s u r e d  Saxon th a t  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  
w ould be c o m p le te d  and  p u b lish e d . D il la rd  U n iv e rs i ty  p lan n ed  to 
c o o p e ra te  w ith  th e  R osenw ald  F o u n d a tio n  in  C h icago  in  a tte m p tin g  
to  find  a p u b lish e r  fo r  th e  m a n u s c r ip t ,  and  th e  P r e s id e n t  of D il la rd ,
A. W. D ent, p ro m is e d  to  do a l l  th a t  he  could to  p u b lish  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  
and to  m ake  th e  r e c o r d s  a v a ila b le  to  th e  p u b lic .
Saxon c o m m en ted  on th e s e  m a t te r s  in  h is  f in a l r e p o r t  w hen 
he w ro te : " I t  i s  m y  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  th ey  D il la rd  U n iv e rs i ty  w il l  
em p lo y  m y  l a s t  N eg ro  w o r k e r ,  M a rc u s  C h r is t ia n , to  c o m p le te  the  
w o rk . T h e  U n iv e rs i ty  w ill  a ls o  c o o p e ra te  w ith  the  R o sen w ald  
F o u n d a tio n  in  C h icago  in  a tte m p tin g  to  f ind  a p u b l is h e r . .  .T h e  o th e r  
u n p u b lish ed  N eg ro  m a te r ia l  w ill  r e m a in  a t  D il la rd  U n iv e rs i ty  and 
w il l  b e  m ad e  a c c e s s ib le  to  th e  p u b lic .
3 8 c ia r ic e  R ougeou  to  L y le  Saxon, F e b r u a r y  16, 1943, ib id .
^ S a x o n ,  "S ax o n 's  F in a l  R e p o r t,  " 2.
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The D i l la rd  P r o je c t  m a n u s c r ip ts  w e re  n o t p u b lish e d , n o r  
w e re  th e  r e c o r d s  p e rm a n e n tly  re ta in e d .  A  s to r m  su p p o sed ly  d a m ag ed  
a ll  of the  D il la rd  P r o je c t  m a te r i a l s  in  1939, and  l ib r a r i a n s  d e s tro y e d  
th em . Saxon, i t  now  s e e m s ,  w a s  w ro n g , and  R ougeou  w a s  r ig h t .  
P e rh a p s  th e  D i l la rd  P r o je c t  r e c o r d s  sh o u ld  h av e  b e e n  le f t  w ith  a 
p u b lic , r a t h e r  th an  a  p r iv a te ,  in s t itu t io n . 40
S a x o n 's  p r iv a te  p a p e rs  f a r e d  b e tte r  th an  th e  D il la rd  P r o je c t  
r e c o r d s .  H is  p a p e rs  a r e  in  th e  H o w a rd -T ilto n  M e m o ria l L ib r a r y  of 
T u lane U n iv e rs i ty .  The o ffic ia l d e s c r ip tio n  of th e s e  p a p e rs  r e a d s :
■ ^ In te rv ie w  w ith  G e ra ld in e  A m o s , J a n u a ry  29 , 1974. 
S p ecu la tio n  abou t th e  fa te  of th e  D il la rd  P r o je c t  m a te r ia ls  w ould  n o t 
be  n e c e s s a r y  i f  th e  p a r t i e s  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  t h e i r  d e p o s it io n , C h r is t ia n  
and D ent, w ould  d i s c u s s  w hat hap p en ed  to  th em . T h ey  r e f u s e  to  do 
so , h o w ev er, and  th is  r e f u s a l  i s  u n fo rtu n a te . Saxon d ev e lo p ed  the  
D il la rd  P r o je c t  d e s p ite  th e  re s e n tm e n t  and  o p p o s itio n  of so m e  w h ite s .  
Saxon gave th e  P r o je c t  a n  id e n ti ty  of i t s  own. He e n tru s te d  r e s p o n ­
s ib i li ty  to  fo u r  d i f fe re n t  d i r e c to r s  of th e  D il la rd  P r o je c t .  He 
o c c a s io n a lly  v is i te d  th e  p r o je c t  bu t did h o t in te r f e r e  w ith  i ts  o p e r a ­
tio n s . S axon , a s  a c o n c e s s io n  to  C h r is t ia n ,  m ad e  s p e c ia l  d e p o s itio n  
of th e  D il la rd  m a te r i a ls  and  so ugh t to  p ro v id e  f o r  co n tin u a n c e  of the  
D il la rd  P r o je c t  w o rk  even  a f t e r  th e  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  o ffic ia l ly  ended . 
C h r is t ia n  w as  th e  f in a l  d i r e c to r  of th e  D il la rd  P r o je c t  and th e  only 
one a u th o r iz e d  to  c o m p le te  th e  N e g ro  h i s to r y  m a n u s c r ip t .  H is 
r e fu s a l  to  a n s w e r  th e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  of th e  a u th o r , o r  to  g r a n t  h im  
a n  in te rv ie w , and  D e n t 's  r e f u s a ls  to  d isc u s s  th e  D il la rd  P r o je c t  w ith  
th e  a u th o r  i s  e x tr e m e ly  r e g r e t ta b le .  The D il la rd  P r o je c t  w a s  a 
pub lic  p r o g ra m  d ev e lo p ed  fo r  b la c k s  a t  a  t im e  w hen  su c h  p ro je c ts  
w e re  un co m m o n  in  th e  South. The P r o je c t  w as  p a id  f o r  b y  th e  p u b lic , 
and th e  r e c o r d s  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  p u b lic . U n fo r tu n a te ly , h o w e v e r , a 
few  in d iv id u a ls  r e fu s e d  to  d is c lo s e  in fo rm a tio n  abou t p ub lic  d o c u m e n ts  
th a t  th e  p u b lic  s e e m in g ly  i s  e n ti t le d  to have .
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" T h e  c o lle c tio n  c o n s is ts  of c o rre s p o n d e n c e ;  m a n u s c r ip ts  of b o o k s, 
s h o r t  s to r i e s ,  n e w s p a p e r  s to r i e s  and b o c k  re v ie w s ;  W PA r e p o r t s  
and  m a n u s c r ip ts ;  p h o to g ra p h s  an d  p o e m s and  m a n u s c r ip t s  of 
f r ie n d s  of L y le  Saxon.
T he W r i t e r s 1 P r o je c t  m a jo r  and  m in o r  p u b lic a tio n s , 
c o m p le te d  a n d  p a r t i a l ly  c o m p le te d  m a n u s c r ip ts ,  a n d  t r a n s la t io n s  
and  in d ex e s  p ro v id e  so m e  in d ic a tio n  of th e  w o rk  of th e  p ro je c t .
S a x o n 's  p e rs o n a l  p u b lic a tio n s , h o w e v e r , a ls o  r e v e a l  m u ch  ab o u t 
th e  th re e  m a jo r  p u b lic a tio n s  of th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  P r o g ra m .
^ A  few  of th e  r e c o r d s  no t th u s  f a r  d is c u s s e d  a r e  lo c a te d  in  
B aton  R o u g e . T h e se  r e c o r d s  a r e  q u ite  l im ite d  and  a r e  h o u sed  in  th e  
L o u is ia n a  S ta te  A rc h iv e s ,  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  A rc h iv e s ,  
an d  th e  L o u is ia n a  R o o m  of th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  L ib r a r y .  T h ese  
r e c o r d s  p e r ta in  m o re  to  th e  H is to r ic a l  R e c o rd s  S u rv e y  th an  to  th e  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t .
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C H A PT E R  VIH
TH E IN FL U E N C E  O F L Y L E  SAXON ON 
TH E LOUISIANA W R ITER S' P R O JE C T
T h e L o u is ia n a  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t  w a s  su p p o sed  to  c o n c e rn  
i t s e l f  w ith  p r o je c ts  th ro u g h o u t th e  s ta te .  F o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s ,  
h o w e v e r , New O r le a n s  b e c a m e  th e  m a jo r  c o n c e rn  of th e  p ro je c t.  
New O r le a n s  w a s  th e  c e n te r  o f a l l  WPA a c tiv i ty  in  the  s ta te ,  th e  
m o s t  p o p u lo u s  c i ty  in  th e  s ta te ,  and  th e  c i t y  Saxon m o st  g r e a t ly  
a d m ire d .
New O r le a n s  w a s  the  m o s t p opu lous c ity  in  L o u is ia n a , a s  
w e ll a s  one of the  l a r g e s t  c i t i e s  in  th e  South . P e r h a p s  i t s  s iz e  
r e s u l te d  in  lo c a tin g  th e  WPA h e a d q u a r te r s  f o r  L o u is ia n a  in  the  
C re s c e n t  C ity . In  ad d itio n , New O r le a n s  had  m an y  n e w s p a p e rs ,  
in s t i tu t io n s  of h ig h e r  le a rn in g , c o u r t s  of v a r io u s  l e v e ls ,  pub lish in g  
h o u s e s ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  a n d  o th e r  a t t r a c t io n s  m ak in g  th e  c ity  th e  c u ltu ra l  
and  e d u c a tio n a l c e n te r  of th e  s ta te .
N ew O r le a n s  w a s  a ls o  th e  c e n te r  fo r  th e  WPA c u ltu ra l  
p r o je c ts .  New O r le a n s  w as  no  e x c ep tio n  to  th e  g e n e ra l  ten d e n c y  
of a r t i s t s  to  r e s id e  in  l a r g e  c i t i e s .  The C r e s c e n t  C ity  th u s  had  
th e  a r t i s t s ,  th e  WPA o rg an iz a tio n  to  h i r e  th e m , and  th e  public  to 
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p a tro n iz e  th e m  when th e  c u ltu ra l  p ro je c ts  w e re  lau n ch ed . A m ong a l l  
th e  WPA c u ltu ra l  p r o je c ts ,  th e  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  an d  th e  H is to r ic a l  
R e c o rd s  S u rv ey  c a m e  c lo s e r  to  dev e lo p in g  s ta te w id e  p ro g ra m s  th an  
d id  th e  T h e a te r ,  M u sic , and A r t  P r o je c t s .  The A r t  P r o je c t  w a s  so  
lim ite d  in  lo ca tio n  th a t  a t  one poin t i t  w a s  c a lle d  th e  New O rlea n s  
A r t  P r o je c t ,  n o t  th e  L o u is ia n a  A r t  P r o je c t ,
E m p lo y m en t of w r i te r s  a c r o s s  th e  s ta te ,  h o w ev er, did 
no t m ean  th a t  th e  w o rk  of th e  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  w ould  b e  p ro p o r ­
tio n a te ly  c a th o lic  in  i n te r e s t .  A lthough m a te r ia ls  w e re  g a th e re d  
f ro m  a ro u n d  th e  s ta te ,  n o t m uch  w as done w ith  th e  m a te r ia ls  once 
g a th e re d . T he o ffices  n o t lo ca te d  in  New O r le a n s  w e re  c lo se d  as  
soon a s  Saxon cou ld , and  a t  t im e s  h ad  to , c lo se  th em . The e m p h a s is  
th a t  New O r le a n s  re c e iv e d  by  the  W r i te r s ' P r o je c t ,  th u s , w as n o t 
b e c a u se  m a te r ia ls  w e re  lac k in g  f ro m  o th e r  s e c t io n s , bu t b e c au se  
in te r e s t  in  w ri tin g  abou t o th e r  s e c tio n s  w as lac k in g  b y  th e  w r i t e r s '  
o ffice  in  New O r le a n s .  Saxon w as to ta l ly  d ev o ted  to  m aking  
New O r le a n s  th e  m a in  an d  a lm o s t  e x c lu s iv e  to p ic  of c o n s id e ra t io n  
b y  th e  p ro je c t.  T h is  e m p h a s is  w as m e r e ly  a n  ex te n s io n  of h is  own 
i n te r e s t  a s  r e v e a le d  in  h is  p r iv a te  p u b lic a tio n s .
B e fo re , d u r in g , and  a f t e r  h is  te n u re  on th e  L W P, S ax o n 's  
l e t t e r s ,  w r i tin g s ,  and  p e rs o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  re v e a le d  a  du a l th em e  
of ro m a n t ic is m  and r e a l is m .  The t i t l e s  of h i s  p u b lica tio n s
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in d ic a te d  th a t  h is  m a jo r  in te r e s t  w a s  p re - tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  L o u is ia n a . 
J u s t  a s  h e  w a s  b e t te r  a b le  to  e x p re s s  h i s  h i s to r ic a l  co n c ep ts  in  
Gum bo Y a -Y a  th an  in  th e  G u id es , h e  h a d  ev en  m o re  l ib e r ty  to  s ta te  
h is  v iew s in  h is  own p u b lic a tio n s . A ny of h is  w o rk s  cou ld  b e  u se d  
to  i l l u s t r a te  h is  i n te r e s t ,  b u t F a b u lo u s  New O r le a n s  m o s t  c lo s e ly  
c o r r e s p o n d s  to the  to p ic s  d isc u s s e d  in  P r o je c t  p u b lic a tio n s .
T he t h r e e - t i e r e d  p a ra d ig m  f ro m  w hich  Saxon o p e ra te d  w as 
r e la t iv e ly  s im p le . He b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  G o ld en  A ge of L o u is ia n a , 
and  in  p a r t i c u l a r  New O r le a n s ,  w as  th e  a n te -b e llu m  p e rio d  1830- 
1860. T h is w as  th e  b e s t  e r a  b e c a u s e  th e  C r e o le s  c o n tro lle d  th e  
d a ily  a f f a i r s  of l if e ,  the  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r  s te a m b o a t  t ra d e  m ade 
New O r le a n s  a n  im p o r ta n t  c ity , and  the  in s t itu t io n  of s la v e ry  enab led  
C re o le  p la n ta tio n  o w n e rs  to  p r o s p e r .
One of th e  c h a p te r  t i t le s  in  F a b u lo u s  N ew  O r le a n s  i s  
"T h e  E nd of th e  G olden  A g e ."  Saxon w ro te  of th is  p e rio d : "T he  
t h i r ty - y e a r  p e rio d  f ro m  1830 to  I860 m a rk e d  th e  G olden A ge in  
L o u is ia n a . T h o se  w e re  'th e  good o ld  t im e s .  1,1 T he im p o r ta n c e  of 
New O r le a n s  in  th is  p e rio d  w as e n h an ced  b y  th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r  
t r a f f i c .  "W ith  th e  co m in g  of th e  s te a m b o a t,  " Saxon w ro te , " th e  
w e a lth  of th e  co n tin e n t w as c a r r ie d  down th e  M is s is s ip p i  and s p re a d
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out on th e  le v e e  of New O r le a n s . "*
T h e  s ig n if ic a n c e  of th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r  s te a m b o a t  t r a f f ic  
to  th e  G olden  A ge se em e d  to  Saxon to  b e  a  p e r f e c t ly  n a tu r a l  and 
a lm o s t  d iv in e  p henom enon . ’’T he r i v e r  c o m m e rc e  s e e m e d  a w ho lly  
n a tu r a l  d e v e lo p m e n t, " h e  s a id , " fo r  d id  n o t  th e  c u r r e n t  of th e  r iv e r  
c a r r y  th e  p ro d u ce  of th e  n a tio n  to  th e  c i ty  a t  th e  r i v e r 's  m o u th ? "  
W h e re a s  th e  r iv e r  w as  a  " n a tu ra l  d e v e lo p m e n t, " c a n a ls  and  r a i l ro a d s  
w e re , a c c o rd in g  to  Saxon, m e r e ly  s y s te m s  o f " a r t i f i c ia l  t r a n s p o r t a ­
t io n . " T h e  peop le  of th e  G olden  A g e , he  f e l t ,  co u ld  n o t  im a g in e  th a t
one d ay  c a n a ls  and  r a i l ro a d s  w ould  c o m p e te  w ith  t h e i r  " n a tu ra l  
. 2e a r n e r .  "
J u s t  a s  th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r  s te a m b o a t  t r a f f ic  in c r e a s e d  
th e  im p o r ta n c e  of New O r le a n s  a s  a  p o r t  c ity ,  th e  C r e o le s  im p ro v e d  
th e  life  of N ew  O r le a n s  a s  a  c u l tu r a l  c ity .  Saxon r e p e a te d ly  s t r e s s e d  
th a t  th e  C r e o le s  w e re  th e  f in e s t  p eo p le  e v e r  to  liv e  in  New O r le a n s .
^ y l e  Saxon, F a b u lo u s  New O r le a n s  (New O r le a n s , 1950), 
247 . Saxon a ls o  w ro te  of th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r  and  New O rle a n s :  
" D u rin g  th e  e a r ly  d a y s  of s te a m b o a te r y . . . New O r le a n s  r o s e  to  b e  
th e  w e a l th ie s t  c ity  in  th e  U nion, th e  th ir d  in  p o p u la tio n , and 
d isp u te d  w ith  New Y ork  the  ra n k  of f i r s t  p o r t  in  A m e r ic a .  No o th e r  
A m e ric a n  c i ty  e v e r  o ccu p ied  th e  m e tro p o li ta n  p o s it io n  th a t  New 
O r le a n s  f i l le d  fo r  h a lf  of th e  c e n tu ry  d u r in g  i t s  'f lu sh  d a y s . 249.
2lb id . . 248 .
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"A s f a r  a s  I  a m  c o n c e rn e d , " h e  w ro te ,  " th e  o ld S ec tio n  V ieu x  C a r re  
(the  a r e a  w h e re  th e  C re o le s  liv e d )  m u s t  a lw a y s  r e m a in  th e  m o s t  
i n te r e s t in g ,  fo r  i t  w as  th e  c ra d le  of th e  c i t y 's  h i s to r y .  " W hat th e  
T ig r i s  and  E u p h ra te s  r iv e r s  w e re  to  th e  c ra d le  of c iv i l ia tio n , th e  
C r e o le 's  V ieux C a r r e  w a s  to  New O r l e a n s .3
W hen th e  C re o le s  d o m in a ted  th e  a f f a i r s  of O rle a n ia n s , 
l i f e ,  a c c o rd in g  to Saxon, w a s  id y ll ic .  T h is  w as a  t im e , he  w ro te ,  
w h en  "n obody  loo k ed  to  th e  f u tu r e ,"  w hen " th e  c ity  w as e x tra v a g a n tly  
g a y ," an d  w hen th e r e  w e re  " b a lls  e v e ry  n ig h t.  T h e  M a rd i G ra s  
f e s t iv i t ie s  h a d  b eg u n , an d  w e re  g ro w in g  m o re  la v is h  e v e ry  y e a r .  "
T h is  w as  a p e rio d  w hen " th e a te r  an d  o p e ra  f lo u r is h e d ,  " and  " the  
A m e r ic a n s  h ad  le a rn e d  so m eth in g  of th e  C r e o le 's  a r t  of good liv in g . 11 
T he a r e a  "ab o v e  C a n a l S t re e t  w a s  f il le d  w ith  m ag n if ic e n t m a n s io n s , " 
an d  R o y al S t r e e t  "w a s  l in e d  w ith  g am b lin g  h o u s e s"  w h e re  " C re o le  
p la n te r s  m a tc h e d  th e i r  s k i l l"  a g a in s t  p ro fe s s io n a l  g a m b le rs  and 
A m e r ic a n s  v i s i t in g  New O r le a n s . ^
W hat S axon l ik e d  so  m u ch  a b o u t th e  p a s t  th e n , w as  th e  
"by  gone c u ltu re ,  " th e  c u ltu re  of th e  C r e o le s ,  t h e i r  l e i s u r e ,  t h e i r  
a p p re c ia t io n  of o p e ra  and  th e a t e r ,  t h e i r  e x q u is i te  s ta n d a rd  of liv in g .
3 Ib id . , 260.
4 lb id . , 2 4 7 -2 4 8 . '
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M rs .  C a ro lin e  D u rie u x  a ls o  e n lig h ten s  one a s  to  S ax o n 's  a p p re c ia t io n  
o f th e  C re o le s  w hen  sh e  a g re e d  th a t  th e  a n te -b e llu m  p e rio d  w as  th e  
b e s t  p e r io d  in  L o u is ia n a . T h is  she  f e l t  w a s  a p e r io d  w hen peop le  
h ad  m o n ey  to  b u y  th e  f in e s t  t ra p p in g s  f o r  t h e i r  h o m e s . S ince 
c u ltu re  w as so m ew h at d i r e c t ly  r e la te d  to  m oney , C re o le  w e a lth  
e n ab led  th e  p eo p le  to h av e  c u ltu re  an d  a r t .  The m o n ey  so m e  
L o u is ia n a  f a m i l ie s  h av e  to d ay , M rs .  D u rie u x  s a id , c a m e  f ro m  som e 
of th e  C re o le  f a m i l ie s  of a n te -b e llu m  L o u is ia n a . ®
A dding  to  th e  d e lig h t of C re o le  l if e ,  s a id  Saxon, w e re  the  
b e a u tifu l q u a d ro o n  w om en. A c c o rd in g  to  Saxon, th e s e  w om en  w e re  
s p e c ia l  b e c a u s e  th e y  w e re  f a th e re d ,  lo v ed , and  k e p t b y  C re o le  m en . 
T h ey  w e re  v ir tu o u s ,  th en , no t b e c au se  th e y  w e re  q u a d ro o m s , fo r  
q u ad ro o n  m en  w e re  n o t he ld  in  th e  sa m e  e s te e m  a s  th e i r  q u ad ro o m  
s i s t e r s ,  bu t b e c a u se  th ey  w o re  th e  p ro d u c t of C re o le  l ife .  H ad, fo r  
in s ta n c e ,  q u a d ro o n  w om en  loved N eg ro  m en  in s te a d  of C re o le  m en , 
th e  e s te e m  th e  C r e o le s  had fo r  q u a d ro o n s , undoub ted ly , would have 
le s s e n e d .
Saxon f e a r e d  th a t  b e c a u s e  th e  q u ad ro o n  g i r l s  exchanged  
th e i r  s e x u a l a c t iv i t ie s  f o r  m o n e ta ry  c o m p e n sa tio n , som e r e a d e r s  
m ig h t c o n s id e r  th e m  p r o s t i tu te s .  "Now i t  m u s t  n o t b e  a s s u m e d ,  "
^ In te rv ie w  w ith  C a ro lin e  D u rie u x , J a n u a ry  27 , 1974.
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h e  w ro te , " th a t  th e s e  w om en w e re  p r o s t i tu t e s —th ey  w e re  no t. T hey  
w e re  r e a r e d  in  c h a s t i ty ,  an d  th e y  w e re  a s  w e ll e d u c a te d  a s  th e  
t im e s  would p e r m i t . . .  T h e ir  c h a s t i ty  w as t h e i r  c h ie f  s to c k  in  t ra d e ,  
in  a d d itio n  to  t h e i r  b ea u ty . T h e ir  m o th e r s  w a tch ed  th e m  as  haw ks 
w a tch  c h ic k e n s .
The go lden  ag e  abou t w h ich  Saxon w ro te  w as a ls o  b a se d  
upon th e  in s t itu t io n  o f s la v e ry .  Saxon no ted  th a t  s la v e ry  w a s  the 
b a s is  fo r  C re o le  w e a lth , b u t he d id  n o t dw ell upon th e  to p ic  of 
s la v e r y  in  h i s  w r i tin g s , "T h e  p r o s p e r i ty  of New O r le a n s  w as  
b a s e d ,  " h e  n o ted , "upon an econom ic  s y s te m  w hich  L o u is ia n a  
b e lie v e d  to  b e  sound: r iv e r  c o m m e rc e  and s la v e  l a b o r . "  The slav e  
s y s te m  e n ab led  th e  p lan ta tio n  s y s te m  to  s u rv iv e .  "T h e  p lan ta tio n  
sy s te m  w a s  b a sed  upon the  w o rk  of s la v e s ;  f o r  w ith o u t ch eap  la b o r  
th e s e  im m e n se  t r a c t s  of lan d  w e re  w o r th le s s .  The South, " he 
co n tin u ed , "knew  n o th ing  ab o u t p ro d u c tio n  e x c ep t on a la rg e  sc a le . 
G aily  and b lin d ly , it  w en t onw ard  to  i t s  doom . " 7
The "doom " to  w hich  Saxon r e f e r r e d  w a s  th e  C iv il W ar.
L ik e  s la v e ry ,  th e  w a r  w as a  to p ic  a b o u t w h ic h  Saxon su m m a rily  
w ro te .  The C iv il W ar se em e d  to  be  an  ev en t too  t r a g ic  fo r  Saxon
^Saxon, F ab u lo u s  New O r le a n s , 181.
7lb id . , 248.
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to  r e c a l l ,  f o r  i t  k i lle d  h i s  be lo v ed  G olden  A g e . "T he in v as io n  by  
th e  F e d e ra l  a rm y  m a rk s  th e  end of th e  Golden A ge in  New O r l e a n s , " 
h e  w ro te , an d  th e  w a r  " k illed  p r o s p e r i ty  on th e  r iv e r .  " A fte r  th e  
C iv il W a r, " th e  h i s to r y  of New O r le a n s  b e c o m e s  a  p a r t  of th e  
H is to ry  of th e  U nited S ta te s ."  T h is  p h ase  of h is to r y  of New O rle a n s  
w as d is ta s te fu l  to  Saxon: " I  sh a ll  n o t  go in to  the  c a u s e s  of the  C iv il 
W a r, n o r  sh a ll I a tte m p t  to  te l l  th e  h i s to r y  of New O rle a n s  d u rin g  
w a r tim e . " He could  n o t, and  would n o t b r in g  h im s e lf  to  w r i te  abou t 
th e  w a r , fo r  i t  had  no  re d e e m in g  le g a c y  su c h  a s  p re s e rv a tio n  of th e  
un ion , l ib e ra t io n  of th e  s a lv e s ,  o r  v ia b i l ity  of th e  co n cep t of 
f e d e r a l is m . In s te a d , th e  C iv il W ar " m a rk [e d ]  th e  end of the  Golden 
Age in  New O r le a n s "  and  u s h e re d  in  th e  A m e ric a n  A ge.®
F o r  S axon th e  y e a r s  f ro m  1860 to  th e  1930‘s w e re  lik e  a 
g re a t  c re v ic e  s e p a ra tin g  th e  p a s t  f ro m  h is  p r e s e n t .  T h is  p e rio d  had
®Ibid . , 251 . Saxon a ls o  w ro te  of th e  C iv il  W ar and 
R e c o n s tru c tio n :  "T h e  h is to r y  of th e  old New O rle a n s  ends w ith  th e  
C iv il  W a r. A g a in , I m u st say  th a t  th is  h i s to r y  i s  known too  w ell 
fo r  m e to  w r i te  of i t  h e re .  The p e rio d  of R e c o n s tru c tio n  in  L o u is ia n a  
i s  the  m o st t r a g ic  p a r t  of th e  s to ry .  New O rle a n s  had  b e e n  one of 
th e  r i c h e s t - - i f  n o t th e  r i c h e s t - - c i t y  in  th e  c o u n try . It b e c am e  one 
of the  p o o re s t .  N o t on ly  w e re  m en  s tr ip p e d  of a l l  th a t  th e y  h ad , b u t 
th e  b a s is  of t h e i r  c o m m e rc ia l  l ife  h a d  b een  d e s tro y e d . The s lav e  
sy s te m  w a s  gone, and  th e  c o m m e rc ia l  u s e fu ln e s s  of th e  r iv e r  had 
b e e n  d e s tro y e d  by  th e  r a i l ro a d s .  " 255 .
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to  b e  b re a c h e d ,  f o r  th e  in te r re g n u m  w a s  in to le ra b le .  Saxon hoped  
to  b r id g e  th e  g ap  b y  r e c o n s t ru c t in g  th e  G olden A g e , a t  l e a s t  p a r t  
of i t .
Saxon w a s  a  r e a l i s t  a s  w e ll  a s  a  r o m a n t ic is t .  He co u ld  no t 
r e s to r e  th e  G olden  A g e  in  i t s  e n ti r e ty ,  b u t  h e  se e m e d  co n fu sed  a s  
to  w h a t he  c o u ld  r e s t o r e  of th is  p e r io d . The C iv il W a r  p e rm a n e n tly  
d isp la c e d  th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r  a s  th e  m a jo r  s o u rc e  of t r a n s p o r t a ­
tio n . He could  n o t r e v e r s e  th e  n a t io n 's  d ep en d en cy  on r a i l r o a d s ,  
h ig h w ay s, an d  a i r  t r a v e l .  He could  n o t send  th e  " f o re ig n e r s ,  " 
N o r th e rn e r s  w ho had  com e so u th  to  w o rk  and liv e , b a c k  n o r th , and 
r e p la c e  th e m  w ith  C re o le s .  N o r could  he r e s u r r e c t  d ead  C re o le s  
o r  annu l t h e i r  m a r r ia g e s  to  A m e r ic a n s ,  lie c e r ta in ly  did n o t 
w ish  to  r e in s t i tu te  th e  s y s te m  of s la v e ry .  He h ad  to  r e s t o r e  th e  
g lo ry  of th e  G olden  A ge w ith o u t th e  c o rre s p o n d in g  in s t i tu t io n s  upon 
w h ich  i t  w a s  b a s e d .  In  th is  e f fo r t  to  r e s t o r e  th e  s p i r i t  w ith o u t th e  
s u h s ta n c e , h is  ro m a n t ic is m  r e c e iv e d  i t s  g r e a t e s t  t e s t .
One m e a n s  b y  w h ich  Saxon hoped to r e s t o r e  th e  G olden  A ge 
in  New O r le a n s  w as  b y  ex p o sin g  h is  p o ten tia l c o n v e r ts  to  th e  
re d e e m in g  a tm o s p h e re  of th e  V ieux C a r r e .  Saxon f e l t  th a t  enough 
of th e  s p i r i t  of th e  o ld c ity  re m a in e d  to  m ak e  c o n v e r ts  of a l l  w ho 
im m e rs e d  th e m s e lv e s  in  i t s  t ra n s fo r m in g  a tm o s p h e re .  T he p r o c e s s  
w a s  c e r t a in ,  b u t  i t  d id  ta k e  t im e .  Saxon ex p la in ed  h o w th is  cou ld  
b e  a c h ie v e d :
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PA G ES 320 THROUGH 322 
P IC T U R E S  PE R TA IN IN G  TO LY L E  SAXON
320 - ( le f t  to  r ig h t)  Jo e  G ilm o re  and  L y le  Saxon*
321 -L y le  Saxon a t a  T om b on G ran d  I s le *
322 -H e a d s to n e  of L y le  Saxon a t  M ag n o lia  C e m e te ry ,
B aton  R ouge**
* P ic tu re  lo c a te d  in  T he F r ie n d s  of Jo e  G ilm o re
* * P ic tu re  b y  a u th o r
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LYLE SAXON AT A TOMB ON GRAND ISLE 
The Chighizolas were among those who, with Lafitte, the Pirate, helped Jackson 
win the Battle of New Orleans.
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M y a d v ice  to  you is  to  s ta y  f o r  a  w h ile  in  th e  
old se c tio n  of th e  c ity ,  s i t  f o r  a  t im e  in  J a c k so n  
S q u are  a n d  le t  th e  old w o r ld  c h a rm  you . T ake 
t im e  an d  w a n d e r  s low ly ; lo o k  tw ic e  a t  th e  old 
h o u s e s ,  th e y  a r e  w o r th  i t .  T a lk  to  th e  b e g g a rs  
in  th e  s t r e e t ;  ta lk  to  a n y  one you  ch a n ce  to  m e e t .
T h e  N a tiv e s  of th e  Q u a r te r  a r e  p le a s a n t  p eo p le  
and  th e y  w ill  g la d ly  t e l l  you  a n y th in g  th e y  happen  
to  know. T hose  who l iv e  in  th e  Q u a r te r  liv e  th e re  
b e c a u s e  th e y  lik e  i t .  They a r e  p ro u d  of th e  old 
h o u s e s ;  th e y  lik e  y o u r  a d m ira t io n  an d  y o u r  i n te r e s t  
. . .  T ak e  t im e  and w a n d e r  th ro u g h , and  th en  if  you  
h av e  a h e a r t  in you, you w il l  w an t to  r e tu r n ,  fo r  in  
th e  V ieux C a r re  o f N ew  O r le a n s ,  and  th e  V ieux 
C a r re  a lo n e , you  w ill  f in d  th a t  l in g e r in g  c h a rm  of 
th e  Old W o rld , th a t  re m n a n t  of a bygone c u ltu re  
w hich  i s  unique in  A m e r ic a .  9
F o r  S axon, th en  th e  V ieux  C a r r e  w as  so m eth in g  of a holy  
c ity , th e  m e c c a  one  v is i te d  fo r  c o n v e rs io n  o r  ren e w a l of s p ir i t .
The c i ty  and  i t s  p eo p le  had m y s t ic a l  p o w e rs  to  c a u se  one, " if  he  
had  a  h e a r t ,  " to  b e c o m e  e n a m o re d  w ith  th e  "O ld W o rld , " th e  
"bygone c u ltu re  w hich  i s  u n iq u e  in  A m e r ic a .  " The old c ity , h o w e v e r ,  
had  a lm o s t  b e c o m e  ex tin c t by  th e  t im e  Saxon w as  a young m an .
T h is  g r e a t ly  a la rm e d  h im  fo r  he knew  th a t  th e  in flu en c in g  p ow er 
of th e  F r e n c h  Q u a r te r  w as d i r e c t ly  p ro p o r t io n a l  to  i ts  a n tiq u ity .
If th e  F r e n c h  Q u a r te r  d isa p p e a re d ,  th a t  "w h ich  i s  un ique in A m e ric a "  
w ould a ls o  v a n is h . Saxon th u s  so u g h t to  r e s t o r e  th e  G olden Age b y  
p r e s e r v in g  and  r e s to r in g  th e  V ieux  C a r r e  to  i t s  f o rm e r  g re a tn e s s .
9Ib id . , 270.
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M rs .  D u rie u x  sp o k e  of S a x o n 's  r e s to r a t io n  e f f o r ts .  She 
sa id  th a t  th e  V ieux C a r r e  w a s  ab o u t to  be  d e s tro y e d  b e fo re  Saxon 
b e c a m e  in te r e s te d  in  p re s e rv in g  i t .  Saxon an d  a b o u t f iv e  o th e r  
O r le a n ia n s , sh e  s a id ,  w e re  s in g u la r ly  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  s a v in g  the  
a r e a  f ro m  r u in .  R o b e r t  T a lla n t ,  l ik e  M rs .  D u rieu x , a ls o  n o ted  
S ax o n 's  c o n c e rn  f o r  r e s to r in g  th e  V ie u x  C a r r e .  He c o m m e n te d  
abou t th is  in  th e  fo re w o rd  of th e  1950 ed itio n  of F a b u lo u s  New O r le a n s .
W hen, in  h i s  e a r ly  tw e n tie s ,  L y le  Saxon 
s tro d e  th ro u g h  th e  V ieux C a r r e 's  n a rro w  s t r e e t s  
and saw  the  f r ig h tfu l  and  c h a o tic  s ta te  of d e c ay  
in to  w h ich  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  h a d  fa l le n ,  he knew 
w h a t i t  w a s  he w an ted  to  do. He w as a young m an  
in  lo v e . H is f r ie n d s  t r i e d  to  d is s u a d e  h im , but he 
r e n te d ,  a s  h e  l a t e r  s a id ,  'a  s ix te e n - r o o m  h ouse  
fo r  s ix te e n  d o l la r s  a m o n th , ' in  R oyal S t r e e t . . .  .
T h ro u g h  th e  y e a r s  Saxon fough t in c e s s a n tly  
fo r  w hat h e  w an ted  New O r le a n s  to  b e c o m e . . .
W hen th e  F r e n c h  O p era  b u rn e d  in  1919 he beg an  
a long  s tru g g le  to h a v e  i t  r e b u i l t .  In  th is  he n e v e r  
su c c e e d e d , b u t he n e v e r  c e a s e d  to  d re a m  th a t  
New O r le a n s  m ig h t a g a in  b e c o m e  th e  m u s ic a l  
c e n te r  of th e  n a tio n  i t  h ad  b e e n  a  c e n tu ry  b e fo re .
A t the  t im e  of th e  f i r e  h e  w ro te  in  h i s  n e w s p a p e r  
a c co u n t, 'T h e  h e a r t  of th e  old F r e n c h  Q u a r te r  h as  
s to p p ed  b e a t i n g . ' W hen Saxon d ied  a n o th e r  
r e p o r t e r ,  in  a n o th e r  p a p e r ,  c o m m e n te d , 'T h e  
h e a r t  of New O r le a n s  sto p p ed  b e a tin g  l a s t  n ig h t. '
N o t long  a g o  a f r i e n d  and  I  w e re  d isc u s s in g  
th e  c u r r e n t  vogue fo r  books a b o u t N ew  O r le a n s , 
and  w e d e c id e d , in e v ita b ly , th a t  a lth o u g h  m u ch  had 
b e e n  w r i t te n  abou t th e  c i ty  b e fo re  S axon w as  even  
b o rn , i t  w a s  Saxon w ho w as  in  one w ay  o r a n o th e r  
r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  l i t e r a r y  i n t e r e s t  in  New O r le a n s  
so  p r e v a le n t  fo r  th e  p a s t  tw e n ty  y e a r s . . . .
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F r o m  th e  t im e  th is  b o o k  f i r s t  a p p e a re d  
m a n y  v i s i to r s  to  th e  c ity  th o u g h t of L y le  Saxon 
w hen  th ey  though t of New O r l e a n s . . .  Y et p e rh a p s  
n o t ev en  he  r e a l iz e d  how c lo s e ly  he w as  
id e n tif ie d  w ith  th e  c ity  h e  lo v ed , an d  p e rh a p s  only  
a  f r a c t io n  of th e  h o rd e  of v i s i to r s  w ho sought h im  
out th ro u g h  the  y e a r s  a c tu a lly  knew  how m u ch  he 
had  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  c i ty ,  n o t on ly  by  pu b lic iz in g  
New O r le a n s  in  h is  b o o k s , b u t ,a ls o  b y  w o rk in g  and 
f ig h tin g  f o r  the  p r e s e r v a tio n ,  even  fo r  th e  r e s t o r a ­
t io n , of th a t  w hich  he tho u g h t m o s t  v i ta l  to  i t s  
in d iv id u a lity  and  c h a rm .
Saxon sought in h is  w r i t in g s  to  aw aken  th e  r e s id e n ts  of 
New O r le a n s  an d  of th e  n a tio n  to a  p a s t  w h ich  to  h im  w as s u p e r io r  
to  h is  p r e s e n t .  In  d e s tro y in g  the  b u ild in g s  of th e  V ieux C a r re ,  
O r le a n ia n s  w e re  m arc h in g  to  the  s te p  of c r a s s  m a te r ia l i s m .  The 
p r e f e r e n c e  fo r  m oney  r a th e r  th an  c u ltu r e ,  he  se em e d  to  f e e l ,  
r e s u l te d  w hen  A m e ric a n s  re p la c e d  th e  C re o le s  a s  l e a d e r s  of 
New O r le a n s .  The C re o le s  h a d  m an a g e d  to  h av e  m o n ey  and c u ltu re ,  
b u t th e  A m e r ic a n s  only  sough t m oney .
Saxon hoped th a t enough of th e  a tm o s p h e re  of th e  o ld  se c t io n  
re m a in e d  to  t r a n s fo r m  th e  Y ankee c o n c e rn e d  o n ly  w ith  m o n ey .
" T h e re  i s  a  c e r ta in  l e i s u r e l in e s s ,  " he w ro te ,  "a  c e r ta in  w illin g n e ss  
to  a m u s e  o n e 's  s e lf  b y  th e  w ay , w h ic h  i s ,  to  m e ,  v e ry  d e lig h tfu l.
I  h av e  h e a rd  N o r th e rn  b u s in e s s m e n  co m p la in  b i t t e r ly  ab o u t th ese  
l i t t l e  in te r ru p t io n s  f o r  co ffee  o r  w h a t-n o t ,  " b u t i t  " is  s tr a n g e  how
*° I b id . , x i i ,  x iv -x v .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
326
soon th ey  ad ap t th e m s e lv e s  to the  h a b its  of th e  c ity .  In t im e  th ey  
se e m  to  g row  to  lik e  i t .  " H
Saxon a ls o  hoped  to  r e s to r e  th e  G olden A ge th ro u g h  h is  
w r i tin g s . H is  love f o r  th e  p a s t  and  fo r  New O r le a n s  in flu en ced  a l l  
of h is  w r i tin g s .  H is i n te r e s t  in the  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  w as l im ite d  
to  how m uch he could m ak e  i t  l ik e  th e  f i r s t  h a lf  of the  n in e te e n th .
"I w ish  i t  w ere  in m y  pow er a s  a  w r i te r ,  " he p lead ed , " to  m ak e  th e  
r e a d e r  r e a l iz e  th e  im p o r ta n c e  of the  th in g s  w h ich  I have to u ch ed  upon 
so b r ie f ly  h e re .  If  I could  m ake  h im  s e e  th a t  th ey  w e re  im p o r ta n t ,  
he  would s e e ,  a u to m a tic a lly ,  th a t  th ey  w e re  in te r e s t in g  in  th e m ­
s e lv e s . " Saxon r e a l iz e d  th a t  h is  t a s k  w ould be  d iff ic u lt, f o r  A m e ric a n s  
had b eco m e c o r ru p te d ,  h e  re a s o n e d , b y  th e  m a te r ia l i s m  of the  
Y ankee. He had fa i th , h o w ev er, th a t  h is  goal cou ld  b e  ach iev ed :
"T h e re  i s  so m eth in g  so e x c e s s iv e ly  A m e ric a n  in  th is  d e te rm in a tio n  
to  get a h e ad , " he la m e n te d , "and  to  con tinue in  th e  fa c e  of a l l  odd s. "12 
Saxon hoped th ro u g h  the P r o je c t  p u b lic a tio n s  to  a c co m p lish  
m o re  th an  he  could  in  h i s  p e rs o n a l  p u b lic a tio n s . The g u id es  enab led  
h im  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  p a s t  g lo ry  of L o u is ia n a , and ta k e  h is  r e a d e r s ,  
s te p - b y -s te p ,  to  e v e ry  r e m a in in g  v e s tig e  of g r e a tn e s s .
U Ib id . , 262.
12Ib id . , 259.
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A s su g g e ste d  in  th e  r e v ie w s  of th e  New O rlea n s  C ity  G uide, 
r e v ie w e r s  se em e d  to  be a s  im p r e s s e d  w ith  New O rlea n s  a s  th ey  
w e re  w ith  th e  gu ide. S e v e ra l s u g g e ste d , no t th a t  th e  r e a d e r s  w ould 
w is h  to  r e a d  the  gu ide s e v e r a l  t im e s ,  b u t th a t  th ey  w ould w ish  to  
r e tu r n  to  New O r le a n s . R e v ie w e rs  a ls o  concluded  th a t  New O rlea n s  
w a s  u n lik e  any  o th er A m e ric a n  c ity , a s  w e ll a s  th a t  th e  gu ide w as 
u n lik e  an y  o th e r  gu id e.
In  Gum bo Y a-Y a , a s  n o ted  e a r l i e r ,  the  d isc u s s io n  of th e  
C re o le s ,  q u a d ro o n s , and  p lan ta tio n s  o w n ers  w as  out of th e  
c h ro n o lo g ic a l  co n tex t of the book a s  p a r t  of th e  liv ing  fo lk lo re  of th e  
1 9 3 0 's , bu t no t o u tsid e  th e  i n te r e s t  of Saxon. He se em e d  to  find 
e v e ry  in c id e n t  he  cou ld  to  convey one m e s s a g e - - th a t  New O r le a n s  
w as u n lik e  any  o th e r  A m e ric a n  c ity .  The p u b lic a tio n s  of th e  
W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  th u s  b e c am e  the  id e a l  m ed ia  th ro u g h  w hich  Saxon 
p r e s e n te d  h is  m e s s a g e  of th e  Golden A g e . I t  is  r e a l ly  n o t s u rp r is in g  
th a t  th e  C e n tra l  O ffice  and  n a tio n a l r e v ie w e rs  w e re  g re a t ly  
im p r e s s e d  w ith  th e se  p u b lic a tio n s , p e rh a p s  m o re  so  th an  th o se  
p ro d u ced  by d i r e c to r s  of o th e r  s ta te s .  T h e se  s ta te s  did n o t have 
th e  z e a lo t L o u is ia n a  had.
J u s t  a s  th e  p a s t  Saxon d e s c r ib e d  w as  f o re v e r  gone, so  w a s  
th e  l e i s u r e l in e s s  he hoped  to  r e s t o r e .  The W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t  w as 
r e p la c e d  by  W orld  W ar II. The sound of m ac h in e  guns d ro w n ed
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
328
out th e  c l a t t e r  of th e  w r i t e r s '  ty p e w r i te r s .  T he  w a r  u s h e re d  in  a 
c e le r i t y  g r e a t e r  th an  e v e r  b e fo re . T he w a r  t r a n s fo r m e d  v a rio u s  
a r e a s  of L o u is ia n a  in to  l a r g e  in d u s t r ia l iz e d  c i t i e s ;  In  t h is  r a p id  
t ra n s fo r m a t io n ,  S axon se e m e d  to  f a l t e r .  H is l a s t  few  y e a r s  w e re  
but shadow s of t h e i r  f o r m e r  g r e a tn e s s .  U n em p lo y ed , i l l ,  and  fac in g  
d ea th , Saxon s e e m e d  to h u r ry  in to  th e  p a s t  m o re  r a p id ly  th an  e v e r  
b e fo re . E v en  h is  w r i tin g s  s la c k e n e d , b u t he t r i e d  to  lea v e  a le g a c y  
of b u ild in g  f u tu r e  w r i te r s  to  co n tin u e  h i s  m e s s a g e .  N ot s u rp r is in g ly ,  
h is  g r e a te s t  d is c ip le  of th e  G olden A ge w as R o b e r t  T a lla n t. A s  n o ted  
e a r l i e r ,  T a l la n t 's  w r itin g s  c lo s e ly  p a ra l le le d  th e  to p ic s  ab o u t w hich  
Saxon w ro te .  T a l la n t  sp o k e  of S ax o n 's  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  New O rlea n s  
and to  young w r i te r s  in  h is  in tro d u c tio n  to  S ax o n 's  F a b u lo u s  New 
O rlea n s :
N e v e r  r ic h ,  he gave aw ay  n e a r ly  e v e ry th in g  
h e  e a rn e d  th ro u g h o u t h is  l i f e .  No o n e  know s how 
m an y  young w r i te r s  he  h e lp e d - -w ith  a d v ic e , w ith  
e n c o u ra g e m e n t,  w ith  m o n e y .. . .
F o r  Saxon w a s  a lw ay s m o re  i n te r e s t e d  in  
liv in g  th a n  in  w r i tin g .  He lov ed  to  ta lk  and  h e  w as 
p e rh a p s  one of th e  m o st b r i l l i a n t  r e c o n te u r s  of 
h is  t im e .  If  he had n o t c h o sen  to  sp en d  n e a r ly  
a ll  of h is  l ife  in  N ew  O r le a n s  and h ad  l iv e d  i t  in  
l a r g e r  p la c e s  th e r e  i s  no  doub t a t  a l l  b u t  th a t  
th is  w ou ld  b e  m o re  w id e ly  r e c o g n iz e d . I t  i s  
u n fo r tu n a te ly  t r u e  th a t  so m e  of th e  b e s t  of h is  
s to r i e s  n e v e r  re a c h e d  p a p e r .  He ta lk e d  th e m .
W hen h e  w a s  so m e tim e s  a sk ed  w hy  h e  d id n 't  w r i te  
a  c e r t a in  bo o k  of w h ich  h e  ta lk e d , h is  r e p ly  w as
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o ften , 'Y ou  w r i te  i t ,  1 F re q u e n t ly  t h i s  w a s  d o n e , 
and  no one know s how m a n y  v is i t in g  a u th o r s  le f t  
h is  com p an y  w ith  a n  e n ti r e  book  w h ir lin g  in  
t h e i r  h e a d s . Now an d  th e n  he l a t e r  r e a d  one of 
h is  own s to r i e s  in  p r in t ,  s ig n e d  b y  so m e  w r i te r  
w ho h ad  v is i te d  h im . H e w ould  lau g h  and  sa y  
n o th in g  w o r s e  th a n  th a t  th e y  h ad  n o t put i t  down 
q u ite  r ig h t .  . . .
In  a n o th e r  of th e  c o n v e rs a tio n s  h is  f r ie n d s  
o ften  had abou t h im  a f t e r  h e  w as  go n e , I a s k e d  
w hy th o se  of u s  who knew  h im  w e ll th o u g h t Saxon 
so  im p o r ta n t ,  m o re  im p o r ta n t  th a n  h is  w r i t in g s .
'I t  w a s  b e c a u s e  he c re a te d  p e o p le , 1 w as  one re p ly .
'No one know s how m an y  p eo p le  he  d id  c r e a t e .  ,13
T he dua l th e m e s  of ro m a n t ic i s m  an d  r e a l i s m  gu id ing  h is
a c tio n s  w e r e  a ls o  a p p a re n t  in  h is  c o n c e rn  f o r  th e  N e g ro  in  L o u is ia n a .
A lthough  s la v e r y  e x is te d  d u r in g  th e  t im e  of S a x o n 's  G olden  A g e , he
l ik e d  th e  p e rio d  d e s p ite ,  r a t h e r  th a n  b e c a u s e  of, th e  e x is te n c e  of
s la v e ry .  Saxon r e s e n te d  th e  r a c i a l  v iew s of th e  South s e p a ra tin g
b la c k s  and  w h ite s .  He o c c a s io n a lly  r o s e  ab o v e  su c h  s o c ia l
r e s t r i c t i o n s  by hav in g  b la c k s  in to  h is  S t. C h a r le s  H o te l ro o m  fo r
d r in k s .  He f re q u e n tly  to ld  th e  D il la rd  P r o je c t  w o r k e r s  th a t  he w as
s o r r y  he cou ld  n o t in v ite  th e m  m o re  often  to  h is  ro o m , and  th a t  h e
lo o k ed  fo rw a rd  to  th e  day  w hen  s e g re g a tio n  en d ed . Som e of the
th in g s  f o r m e r  D il la rd  w o r k e r s  r e m e m b e r  m o s t  ab o u t Saxon w e re  h is
13Ib id . , x iv -x v i .
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l ib e r a l  r a c i a l  v ie w s . *4 .
Saxon w a s  a w a re  th a t  c a r ic a tu r e  of th e  N eg ro  e x is te d  in  
p r in t .  In  G um bo Y a-Y a he d e a lt w ith  th e  a lle g e d  p e re n n ia l  good 
h u m o r of th e  N eg ro :
^ I n t e r v i e w  w ith  O ctave L illy ,  J a n u a r y  29, 1974; in te rv ie w  
w ith  a n o n y m o u s  w r i te r ,  J a n u a ry  22, 1974. One f o rm e r  D il la rd  P r o j ­
ec t w r i t e r  r e la te d  an  in te r e s t in g  in c id e n t in v o lv in g  Saxon. On th is  
p a r t i c u l a r  o c c a s io n , Saxon had in v ite d  h is  b la c k  f r ie n d  to  h is  
St. C h a r le s  H otel ro o m  fo r  a  few  d r in k s . P r e s e n t  a t  th e  l it t le  
f e s t iv i ty  w a s  a n o th e r  w h ite . The th re e  m en  f in is h e d  th e i r  d r in k s  
and  p r e p a r e d  to  r e s u m e  th e i r  a c t iv i t ie s  in  v a r io u s  p a r t s  of the  c ity . 
The b la c k  s a id  th a t  h e  c u s to m a r i ly  e x ited  th e  h o te l out of the  
s e rv a n ts ' e n tr a n c e .  To the  h o r r o r  of S a x o n 's  w h ite  f r ie n d ,  and of 
th e  h o te l p a tro n s ,  Saxon in s is te d  th a t  h i s  b la c k  f r ie n d  go w ith  h im  
out of th e  f ro n t  d o o r  of the  h o te l. A te n s e  s itu a tio n  a r o s e ,  and 
Saxon and  h is  p a r ty  f e a re d  fo r  th e i r  s a fe ty . Saxon q u ick ly  re g a in e d  
h is  c o m p o s u re , fe ig n e d  in e b r ia t io n , and  p lac e d  h is  a rm  a ro u n d  h is  
b la c k  co m p a n io n . T h is  q u ick ly  c a lm e d  th e  c o n c e rn e d  w h ite s ,  who 
f re q u e n tly  sa w  Saxon com e in  a f t e r  a n ig h t on th e  tow n lean in g  upon 
h is  b lac k  v a le t  fo r  su p p o rt. Saxon and th e  b la c k  lau g h ed  abou t the  
in c id e n t,  one o f m an y  Saxon s h a re d  w ith  h is  b la c k  f r i e n d s .
S axon a ls o  en joyed  th e  d if f ic u ltie s  h is  b la c k  v a le t ,  Jo e  
G ilm o re  (and a f t e r  w hom  Saxon n a m e d  h is  s e m i-a u to b io g ra p h ic a l  
book) had w ith  w h ite  w om en . A cc o rd in g  to  th e  D il la rd  w r i te r  
m en tio n ed  a b o v e , G ilm o re  b e c a m e  v e ry  i r r i t a t e d  w ith  th e  tre a tm e n t  
so m e  h a u g h ty  w h ite  l a d ie s  a d m in is te re d  h im . Saxon w ould  te l l  
G ilm o re  th a t  he  o ugh t to  w r i te  a  book a b o u t h i s  d if f ic u ltie s  w ith  w h ite  
w o m en . G ilm o re  r e p l ie d  th a t  no p u b lis h e r  w ou ld  p r in t  w h a t he 
tho u g h t a b o u t  th e s e  l a d ie s .
O c tav e  L i l ly  r e c a l le d  th e  s o c ia l  c o u r te s ie s  Saxon p a id  h im  
a f t e r  L i l ly  le f t  th e  P r o je c t .  L i l ly ,  who liv e d  in  New Ib e r ia  b e fo re  
m oving  to  N ew  O r le a n s ,  sa id  th a t  Saxon who f re q u e n tly  t ra v e le d  to  
New I b e r ia  to  v i s i t  h i s  f r ie n d  W eeks H all a t  th e  S hadow s, n e v e r  
fa i le d  to  c a l l  L i l l y 's  m o th e r  to  in q u ire  abou t L illy .
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T he N e g ro 's  c o n tin u a l good h u m o r is  a 
leg e n d . S o m etim es  th e  g r in  i s  o n ly  a  m a s k  fo r  
th e  b e n e fit  of th e  'w h ite  fo lk s . 1 T h e re  i s  l i t t l e  
t ru th  in  th e  w id e sp re a d  th e o ry  th a t  'n ig g e r s  a r e  
th e  h a p p ie s t peop le  o n  e a r t h . '  U su a lly , of c o u rs e ,  
h e  h as  h is  own p e c u lia r  ph ilo so p h y , p ro b ab ly  the  
re t ia n a l iz a t io n  'T im e s  i s  to u g h —m ake th e  b e s t  
of th em , 1 and  't im e s ' is  a lw a y s  tou g h  f o r  the 
N eg ro  of a low  econom ic  le v e l .  B u t o ften , too , 
a s e c r e t  and  sh rew d  c y n ic is m  e x i s t s . . . . 15
Saxon a ls o  w ro te  of th is  su b je c t  in  h is  n o v e l, C h ild ren  of
S t r a n g e r s .  The m a in  c h a ra c te r  of th e  s to ry  w as a m u la tto  g i r l ,
F an n ie . H er g r e a t -g r e a t - g r a n d f a th e r  had  b een  a p ro sp e ro u s  m u la tto
p lan ta tio n  o w n er and had le f t  F a m ie  an in h e r i ta n c e  of land . F a m ie
w as d e fe a te d  w ith  th e  p a s sa g e  of t im e ,  an d  lo s t  a l l  s e l f - r e s p e c t  an d
p e rs o n a l  h a p p in e s s .  She had  to  s e l l  h e r  lan d , m a r r y  a N eg ro , and
give u p  h e r  son who looked w hite bu t w a s  a sh am e d  of h is  m o th e r 's
s lig h t c o lo r .  T h is  i s  the  F a m ie  th a t  H a r r y  and  F lo s s ie  S m ith , two
m in o r  w hite  c h a ra c te r s  in  the s to ry , saw  rid in g  on a m u le  w ith  h e r
new  N e g ro  h u sb an d , H enry  T y le r .  F lo s s ie  sa id :
'O h, H a r ry ,  ju s t  look  a t  th e  coup le  on th a t 
old w hite  m ule! A r e n 't  th ey  w o n d e r fu l? I m u st 
ta k e  t h e i r  p i c t u r e . . . .
'O h, com e on, F lo s s ie ,  i t ' s  ju s t  so m e  n ig g e rs  
on th e i r  w ay hom e f ro m  c h u rc h . '
B u t F lo s s ie  w as s ig n a lin g  H en ry  T y le r  to  stop:
'O h, p le a s e  w a it. I w ant to  ta k e  y o u r  p ic tu r e .
Y e s , tu rn  th e  m u le  a ro u n d  a  l i t t l e  an d  a s k  your 
w ife  to  look  a t  m e. . .  W h a t's  th e  m a t t e r ,  i s  sh e  sh y ?
^ L o u is ia n a  W r i te r s ' P ro g ra m , Gum bo Y a-Y a, 481.
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L if t  up  y o u r  h ead , I  c a n 't  s e e  y o u r  f a c e  f o r  th a t  
s u n b o n n e t. . .W e ll,  n e v e r  m in d , y o u 'll  look  c o y  
w ith  y o u r  head  down. M aybe i t  w il l  be b e t te r  
th a t  w ay , m o re  n a tu ra l.  Now , b o y , you  s m ile .
D o n 't  look  so  so le m n . H a r ry ,  g ive  h im  a d im e , 
w o n 't  y ou?  T h e re ,  I 'v e  got i t .  B u t I n e v e r  did 
se e  the  w o m a n 's  fa c e .  '
'C o m e  on, F lo s s ie ,  put th e  c a m e ra  aw ay  
an d  l e t 's  go in . '
'W ell, of c o u rs e  I 'm  going  in .  You d id n 't  
th in k  I w as going  to  s ta y  out h e r e  in  th e  ro ad  a ll  
d ay . T hey  w e re  so  ty p ic a l . You know , H a r ry , I 
a lw a y s  s a y  th a t  n ig g e rs  a r e  th e  h a p p ie s t  p eo p le .
Not a c a re  in  th e  w o rld . ' [The l a s t  se n te n c e  of 
the  book.] *6
T h is  type of r e a l is m ,  th e n , Saxon w as c a p ab le  of u n d e r ­
s tan d in g  and  e x p re s s in g . In  th e  s to r y  ab o u t F a m ie ,  h o w ev er, he 
a ls o  d ev e lo p ed  th e  th em e  th a t  th e  p a s t w as  g o ld en  and th a t  th e  
p a s sa g e  of t im e  d e s tro y e d  F a m ie .  C h ild re n  of S tra n g e r s  w a s  the 
only n o v e l Saxon w ro te  and th e  only  w o rk  n o t d evo ted  to  the  C re s c e n t  
C ity .
S a x o n 's  love of New O r le a n s  and  of the  Golden Age w as a 
so u rc e  of s tre n g th  and w e a k n e ss  in  h is  w r i tin g s  and in  h is  p o sitio n  
a s  D ire c to r  of the  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t s .  He had  a c a u se , a 
p a s s io n  to  co n v ey  to  th e  p u b lic . P e rh a p s  th is  i n te r e s t  ex p la in s  in
l^ L y le  S axon, C h ild re n  of S t ra n g e r s  (New O r le a n s , 1948),
294.
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p a r t  w hy th e  m a jo r  p u b lic a tio n s  o f th e  L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s '  P r o je c t  
w e re  so  c a p a b ly  p ro d u ce d . T h e se  w e re  n o t  m e r e  a s s ig n m e n ts  to  
b e  w r i t te n  a n d  fo rg o tte n . T h ey  w e re  p u b lic a tio n s  th ro u g h  w h ich  Saxon 
m ig h t co n v ey  h is  m e s s a g e  to  the  w o rld . T h is  i n te r e s t  m ig h t a ls o  
e x p la in  w hy p u b lic a tio n s  th a t  w e re  su p p o sed  to  d i s c u s s  th e  s ta t e - a t -  
l a r g e  d e a lt  p r im a r i ly  w ith  New O r le a n s .  L y le  Saxon w as u n a b le  to  
d iv o rc e  h i s  p r iv a te  f ro m  h is  p u b lic  i n te r e s t s ,  th e  r e s t  of th e  s ta te  
s u ffe re d  f ro m  n e g le c t ,  and th e  ta x p a y e r s  of th e s e  a r e a s  had l i t t le  
to  show  e i th e r  in  em p lo y m en t of w r i te r s  o r  in  p u b lic a tio n s  a b o u t 
th e i r  r e g io n s .  1 ^
S a x o n 's  v iew  of th e  p a s t  a ls o  a d v e r s e ly  a ffe c te d  th e  g u id es . 
T he New O r le a n s  and th e  L o u is ia n a  of w hich  Saxon w ro te  w as  n o t of 
th e  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry , b u t  o f th e  n in e te e n th . He so u g h t to  d e s c r ib e  
L o u is ia n a  a s  h e  im a g in e d  i t  u se d  to  b e , r a t h e r  th an  a s  i t  w a s . In a 
s e n se ,  th e n , h e  p e rh a p s  u n in te n tio n a lly  p lay e d  a g r e a t  h o ax  on the  
r e a d e r .  T h e  r e a d e r  w as a sk e d  to  to u r  a p a s t  th a t  no  lo n g e r  e x is te d ,
^ S a x o n 's  s te e r in g  of p ro je c t  to p ic s  to  p re - tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  
L o u is ia n a  en ab led  h im  to  a v o id  b ec o m in g  e m b ro ile d  in  th e  p o lit ic a l  
c o n tr o v e r s ie s  th a t  p ro v ed  to  b e  th e  undoing  o f so m e  c u ltu r a l  d i r e c to r s .  
Saxon w a s  n o t  b o th e re d  b y  p o lit ic a l  c e n s o r s h ip  th e n , b u t  h is  i n te r e s t  
in  th e  p a s t  r e s u l te d  in  a fo rm  of c e n s o r s h ip .  He e ffe c tiv e ly  p rec lu d e d  
c o n s id e ra t io n  of h is  -own t im e ,  an d  of to p ic s  no t b e a r in g  d i r e c t ly  and 
in d ir e c t ly  w ith  New O r le a n s .  The L o u is ia n a  W r i t e r s ' P r o je c t ,  th u s , 
w as n o t  h an d ic a p p e d  w ith  p o lit ic a l  c e n s o r s h ip ,  b u t i t  w a s  r e s t r i c te d  
by  th e  i n te r e s t s  of i ts  d i r e c to r .
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and p e rh a p s  n e v e r  d id  in  su c h  r e g a l i ty  e x c ep t th ro u g h  th e  a c tiv e  
im a g in a tio n  of L y le  Saxon.
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VITA
The a u th o r ,  R onnie  W . C lay to n , w as b o m  J a n u a ry  16, 1942, 
in  A le x a n d ria ,  L o u is ia n a , and  a tte n d e d  th e  p u b lic  sch o o ls  of th is  
c i ty .  He r e c e iv e d  h is  B .A .  d e g re e  in  1964 f ro m  L o u is ia n a  C o lleg e  
and  h is  M .A . d e g re e  in  1968 f ro m  N o rth w e s te rn  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty .
He th e n  b r ie f ly  tau g h t a t  L o u is ia n a  C o lleg e  an d  a ls o  s e rv e d  a s  
A ctin g  Dean of S tuden ts. He s e rv e d  a s  Dean of S tuden ts an d  ta u g h t  
fo r  one y e a r  a t B re w to n -P a rk e r  C o lleg e .
He i s  m a r r ie d  to  the  f o r m e r  S haron  Ann W illia m s  of 
P in e v il le ,  L o u is ia n a .
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